
Appendix: Some Practicalities for Pupils and Parents 

Where to go during breaks: One consequence of our increased numbers is that physical space during 

break and lunchtime is at a premium. We have excellent facilities at Broughton but our Hub (dining 

area) is designed to accommodate only around 350 pupils at a time. We will therefore be asking all 

students to take advantage of our very pleasant outdoor areas during breaks and lunches. For S1 

pupils this is compulsory except when the weather is particularly unpleasant. For S2-S5 students I 

would ask you to encourage your child to get some fresh air, and help by ensuring that they wear an 

appropriate jacket or coat as we move into autumn and beyond. Please also remind your child that 

we are very conscious of safety and security and therefore they are not allowed to wander the 

building during breaks. 

Eating and drinking: Please remind your child that eating and drinking is only allowed in the Hub. 

Any packaging and unused food should be placed in one of our bins in the Hub. This reduces 

accidents and keeps the school building largely litter-free. If your child intends to bring a packed-

lunch into the school please ensure that the food is not hot and also that no fizzy juice is brought 

into the building. Most fizzy juice contains additives and ingredients that cause mood swings and 

tiredness. Neither of these is welcome in an environment full of teenagers! Any hot food from 

elsewhere or fizzy drinks will be confiscated and disposed of. 

Uniform:  Thank you for the tremendous help you have given us in ensuring that all students wear 

full uniform, every day. There is a marked contrast between how our students look now compared 

with only a few short years ago. This greatly supports the school identity and allows young people to 

show their pride in being a part of it all. One area where we still need to improve is shoes! All other 

items have clearly been adopted by our students but some otherwise perfect uniforms are spoiled 

by footwear that is better suited to relaxing at the weekend. Our uniform policy requires plain black 

shoes, so please either provide your child with these now or replace their current school footwear 

with plain black shoes when the time comes. 

Attendance and Punctuality: It is vital for all pupils to attend school every day, and to arrive on time. 

Almost a quarter of our students arrive late at least once every two weeks. Many think that arriving 

a few minutes late is not a big deal. This is simply not good enough. Arriving late disrupts other 

people. Just as importantly, adults condoning poor punctuality sends a very wrong signal to children 

as they grow up. Adults who are not punctual lose their job. Adults who are absent often lose their 

job. They then cannot get a good reference for another job. It would be wrong to accept absence 

and lateness from pupils. Please support us with this important life skill. 

Conduct in the neighbourhood: The vast majority of our students conduct themselves responsibly in 

and out of the school campus. Unfortunately it only takes a small proportion to make the lives of 

local residents quite unpleasant. Please remind your child that their behaviour in public reflects their 

family upbringing, as well as their school. Some students will intervene when others are being anti-

social but if your child would prefer not to do this they can report concerns when back in school. 

 


