
Christmas and the end of another year can bring mixed emotions.  
The holiday, exchanging gifts and spending precious time with friends and  
family are attractive prospects. Retailers are delighted, of course, that we are 
spending so much of our hard-earned money on expensive goods!  
 

Some of us will wonder what happened to the last 12 months, as they seemed 
to fly by far too quickly in the ‘busyness’ of life. Unfortunately, we also know 
that next year will feel even shorter! 
 

As I look back over the past 12 months at Broughton High School I feel  
a great sense of pride in what our students have achieved. It is most satisfying 

to know that our students care about others and take practical steps to help those who are less fortunate, both 
locally and globally. The World Peace Ball, our Youth Philanthropy Initiative and senior students organising  
a Christmas concert for elderly neighbours are three examples from their many altruistic acts. In contrast to the 
way that young people are often portrayed, I see every day that our students enjoy giving and helping others as 
much as they will now be looking forward to those Christmas gifts. 
 

I would like to wish you and your family a very merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2013 when it comes. 

Mr John J Wilson 
Headteacher 

Winter Wonderland Project 
In the Art and Design Department this term, many S1 & S2 pupils were involved in 
creating an exciting 'Winter Wonderland' display for the entrance of the school. 
 

Inspired by Arctic Penguins and their habitat, students made 3D penguins from  
recycled materials, along with a fantastic static display involving icebergs and star 
constellations. 
 

Students also created a community themed winter scene, inspired by Inverleith 
Park, in which pupils created paper cut houses modelled on Edinburgh architecture. 
This was again constructed into a separate static display for the main entrance for 
the school. 
 

In addition to the junior students making all of the art works, the Creative  
Industries senior class assisted in the co-ordination and display of the project. 
 

Well done to all of those involved! 

City of Edinburgh Council 

Broughton High School 
Christmas Newsletter 

Inverleith Youth Theatre  
 

Inverleith Youth Theatre runs on Friday after school from 1.00-2.30pm for 
S1/2 and from 2.30-4.30pm for S3/4 young people. S3/4 participants are 
working towards their Silver Youth Achievement Awards by assisting with 
the Junior S1-2 group as well as participating in weekly Youth Theatre and 
scripted performances of Sparkleshark and Moonfleece by Philip Ridley.  Jun-
iors have the opportunity to work towards their Bronze award by their par-
ticipation in Youth Theatre and its associate performances, such as the re-
cent spooky performance of … Happy Halloween.  

This performance was very well received by the many parents, friends and pupils who attended. 
 

We have also just started a senior group for S5/6 participants which will work towards a full scripted performance 
of a contemporary Scottish Theatre text in May. The senior group are also assisting with the younger years and will 
be working towards their Gold Youth Achievement awards as eventually they will become the leaders of Youth 
Theatre!  
Each youth theatre group will have at least one performance over the course of the year.  
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What is literacy? 
 

Within Curriculum for Excellence literacy is defined as:  
 

• the set of skills which allows an individual to engage fully in society and in learning, through the different forms of language, and 
the range of texts, which society values and finds useful. 

 

In simple terms this means that all of our students should be able to: 
 

• communicate effectively face-to-face -  talk/listen 

• communicate effectively in writing 

• read, but not only for information: they also need to be able to work out if and when people are aiming to persuade or  
           influence them. 

What is literacy across learning? 
 

Literacy across learning is one of the three curricular areas now seen as the responsibility of all staff. 
The others are: 

• Health and wellbeing across learning 

• Numeracy across learning 
 

This means that literacy experiences and outcomes should be used in all subjects to help promote the development of  
Talk/Listening, Reading and Writing.  

What is happening in school? 
 

There are many literacy based initiatives happening in school at the moment: pupil reading groups, work on a whole school  
correction code, a “Book in a Box” project, Accelerated Reader, Literacy HW for S1-S2, training for staff in “reading strategies”, a 
targeted reading intervention programme and many more! If you would like more information you can go to the literacy section of 
the school website. 
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The school has a literacy coordinator in place to oversee literacy across learning in all faculties. For 2012-2013, the coordinator is 
Mrs Lisa Evans, a teacher in the English department. Literacy across learning is an integral part of Curriculum for Excellence. 

The Maths Department is delighted to announce some recent achievements in the virtual environment. 
 

With our S1 and S2 pupils, we regularly enter nationwide and worldwide competitions on www.sumdog.com.  Sumdog is an  
interactive educational website for pupils to learn maths by playing short games against classmates. It adapts its questions to each  
pupil’s ability and covers over 100 numeracy topics.  Once a pupil has login details, he/she can continue playing the numeracy games  
at home.  Over the past 2 months we have won the prize title of UK Daily winner – well done to all our sumdoggies – keep it up!!  
(if you would like your child to have login details please ask their maths’ teacher). 
 

Our web page on the Broughton High School website (www.broughton.edin.sch.uk) is regularly updated with details of S4  
homeworks and assessment preparation notes. There is also advice, important dates for your calendar and how to get in touch. 
 

We are currently piloting a learning virtual environment with our senior pupils on www.edmodo.com where they can access  
homework, other relevant mathematical websites, chat to each other about maths and keep up to date with dates and news.   
Once a child has been registered, parents can also log in to stay informed of their child’s homework and relevant information.   
We would encourage you to register and get onboard with your child’s learning. 
 

Happy online maths! 

The Maths Department  

Literacy in Broughton High School 

Maths Department 

Extra Help 
 

After school Creative Writing club runs with Ms Jameson in English Friday after school. 
 

After school English Revision classes will also be run by Ms Jameson for all Standard Grade, Intermediate 2 and Higher pupils in the 
run up to prelims and main exams! 



Training our new generation of scientists 
 

Mr Peter Bradley and Miss Stephanie Shearer of the Science department have been  
supporting our primary cluster schools supplying advice, specialist equipment and  
bringing the primary students to the science labs to carry out experiments.  
In November we invited students from Flora’s P7’s up to the science labs to see how 
much damage they could do! 
 

The result – quite a lot actually! 
 

As part of their investigation into “Energy” Flora’s P7’s visited the school twice,  
carrying out experiments on fuels and pollution. This work will be continued in S1  
and will hopefully make their transition into high school a bit less daunting. 

Science Department 

Science Club 
 

After school on Mondays, Science club with Miss Shearer is a great place for pupils to 
come and try all the fun experiments.  So far we have made rockets, fire breathing  
pumpkins and are on our way to becoming crime scene investigators with the big 
‘crime’ coming up. The club could not run without the excellent help from Lorna and 
Duncan Robb,  Suraj Singh, Connor Hughes, Ross Hunter, Shatha Degachi, Ella Duffy, 
Tom Bagshaw, Tommy Loan, Daniel McIvor and Fiona Kelly. 

Eco Schools club 
 

This happens after school on a Wednesday with Mrs Rachel Dines and Miss Stephanie Shearer. We have been busy this week 
helping the park ranger plant bulbs in Rocheid park by the water of Leith.  We have had some lovely trips to the Botanic  
Gardens, including a very interesting tour of the Herbarium where we saw a plant that Darwin himself had collected.   
We've enjoyed eating vegetables from the school garden and look forward to growing our favourites again in the spring. 

Scientists at Broughton 
 

Over the last few months scientists from Edinburgh University have been in Science classes passing on their knowledge and skills to 
Broughton students. Furthermore, the scientists have been sharing their experience of science with students and the fantastic  
opportunities it brings to pupils. The scientists have been a fantastic addition to the school bringing enthusiasm and great ideas.  
This was co-ordinated by Mr Bruce McMaster of the Biology Department. 

Amazing Science 
 

The IGMM was delighted to once again open its doors to senior BHS pupils, to showcase the 
amazing science being conducted right on their doorstep. Coordinated by Faculty Head of  
Science Mr Dave Cockburn and IGMM Scientist Dr Joe Rainger, the event allowed pupils to 
observe demonstrations of real-life experiments, such as computer-aided dissections, micro-CT 
of bones, as well as learning why some worms and fish glow fluorescently. They were also able 
to see what it's really like doing a career in the sciences, and were given advice on how to  
actually become a scientist. The event is part of the ongoing relationship between BHS and the 
IGMM and took place on Wednesday 28th November 2012 
 

Names and titles of demonstrators 
 

Dr Shipra Bhatatia & Dr DJ Kleinjan - Zebrafish with fluorescent reporter genes 
Dr Antonia Sophocolous- microCT analysis of bone disease and repair 
Dr Ian Overton - Gene networks and bioinformatics computer programming 
Ailsa Revuelta- Human genetics and inherited diseases 
Harris Morrisson - Optical Projection Tomography (computerised anatomy of gene expression) 
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ABRSM 
 

A large number of entries were presented 
in December for Winter sitting of the  
Associated Board of the Royal Schools of 
Music  practical and theory examinations.  
 

Candidates eagerly await their results 
following many weeks of preparation! 

 
Mid Day Mini Concert Series 
 

Mr Owen is delighted to report that November Mid-Day concert was a great success.  
All of the solo  performers played exceptionally well and the event was well attended by 
an audience made up of all year groups. 
 

The next concert will be in January 2013 - All welcome! 

Christmas Concert 
 

This year’s Christmas Concert will be held on Wednesday  
19th December in the school theatre with a matinee  
performance as well as the evening performance. 
 

The variety of talent, dedication and commitment on show 
will make the evening a thoroughly enjoyable experience for 
all. 
 

The event will be followed by a social gathering in the Hub at 
which the Creative Industries class are hosting the traditional 
mince meat pies & refreshments part of the evening. 
 

Many thanks to all staff an pupils who are supporting the 
event. 

Carol Singing 
 

The Music department received two invitations to sing carols at 
Waitrose (Stockbridge) and the House of Fraser department store 
on Princes Street leading up to the Christmas break.  
 

Pupils displayed their fine singing talents to a most appreciative 
array of shoppers at both venues. Well done to all who  
represented the school in such a positive light and brought some 
festive cheer to the local community. 

Inverleith Community Conference 
 

A group of senior music department pupils attended the  
Inverleith Community Conference held in Broughton High 
School on the 15th November. 
 

A wide range of music from Renaissance to Pop was played to 
entertain the invited guests at the start of the event.  
 

Special thanks go to all the pupils who contributed to making 
the event a huge success. Well done in particular to Callum 
Chapman and Fraser Young for the sound production, Alex 
Small for the guitar solos, Seoras Lewis, Gloria Black and 
Freddie Pretorius for their renditions of chart hits and to  
Robbie Thomson, Maddie Bourne and Connor Hughes for the 
group performances. 

Music Department 

House Music Competition 
 

Mid October saw the culmination of many weeks of auditions and rehearsals for those pupils who reached the final of the annual 
House Music Competition. 
 

Finalists played to a sold out house and our judges “The Winter Tradition” were astounded by the diversity and range of talent  
displayed on the night. 
 

Napier House won the overall competition plus the novelty act! In 2nd place was Raeburn with 3rd place awarded to Adam. 
 

Individual Category Winners were as follows: 
Junior Solo – Eve McClelland 2S2 
Junior Group – Nicola Wilson 3R1 and Hannah Ross 3R1 
Senior Solo – Sarah McKeown 6A 
Senior Group – Ross Hunter 6R, Cameron Watt 6R, Rob Taylor 4N2 and Magnus Westwell 2R1 
Rap – Brandon Macfarlane 5S1, Taylor Doig 5R1, Lee McEwan 6S, Jack Knowles 5R1 and Carlvin Bentoro 5N1 
Original Composition – Freddie Pretorius 4N2 
 

As usual the exuberant and innovative entries for the accolade of best  ‘Novelty Act’ brought the house to a frenzy as the staff and 
pupils from the four houses battled it out! 
 

Both staff and pupils excelled themselves and provided an excellent evening of entertainment. 
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Author visit 
 

Author Damian Dibben visited Broughton High in 
September to talk to Mrs Moffat’s S2 English class. 
Damian was talking about his exciting new time travel 
book The History Keepers. 

Book Group 
 

Broughton High’s book group meets in the Library every Thursday  
lunchtime, and is currently taking part in the Scottish Children’s Book 
Awards, which aims to find Scotland’s favourite books as voted for by  
children.   
Book group members are reading the 3 shortlisted books in the older  
readers’ category and will be voting for their favourite in February 2013.  
The shortlisted books are: The Prince Who Walked with Lions by Elizabeth 
laird, Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein and The 13th Horseman by Barry  
Hutchison…who would you vote for? Why not give them a go and make 
your mind up! 
 

On top of this, to celebrate Scottish Book Week’s Reading Hour, book 
group visited the National Museum of Scotland on Friday 30th November for 
a Read-In. 

Higher Computing’s Web Wonders 
When former pupil, Andrew Dick was looking for someone to design a website 
for his new quality clothing, accessories and homeware shop on Northwest Circus 
Place, his first port of call was the Broughton’s computing department.   
 

Curriculum leader, Mr Millar had no hesitation in recommending Shatha Degachi 
and Conor Hughes from the Higher Computing class.  After discussion and analysis 
with Andrew of his business requirements, Shatha and Conor proceeded to design 
and write the holding site for the shop.   
Andrew was delighted with the results and Shatha and Conor were thrilled to have 
the opportunity of real life work experience – not to the mention their invite to 
the swanky official opening party! 

Broughton High School is at the forefront of teaching Genealogy to S5 pupils.   
Led by Ms Smith from the Mathematics Department, August 2012 saw the first intake of pupils to learn about their family history as 
part of their citizenship syllabus.   
 

The Education Department at the National Records of Scotland together with ScotlandsPeople piloted their first Genealogy  
workshop to our secondary pupils, showing them how to access their Scottish ancestors’ births, marriages, deaths and the census.  
Our pupils were exemplary in their search for information and staff were on hand to assist them.   
 

To amalgamate their research, pupils used www.myheritage.com.  This is an online system that allows anyone to create a private site 
for their family and build their family tree in a safe virtual environment.  According to Laurence Harris, Head of Genealogy at  
MyHeritage, Broughton High School is the first Scottish secondary school to access the site.   
 

As part of their continued research, pupils became CEC library members so they could access www.ancestry.co.uk.   
This genealogical database is free to use at any CEC library and contains valuable ancestral information from parish registers to  
military records.  Again, our S5 pupils were the first to access the CEC family history workshop on Ancestry from a secondary 
school. 
 

As a result, our pupils were able to trace their families to the 1800s and made some new discoveries, from the different types of jobs 
their ancestors had such as journeymen, chocolate factory worker and comb maker, to where they actually came from.    
 

This 12 week course enabled them to journey into their past to understand how their ancestors lived.  They were taught research 
and organisational skills as well as the necessary free tools to find their own families online. At the end of the course they were  
presented with a Certificate of Achievement and their own family tree.  Well done to our young genealogists:  
Jamie Andrews, Megan Black, Taylor Doig, Sarah Ewen, Sophia Madden, Nathan McFarlane, Brandon McFarlane, Kieran Reza, Alex 
Small and Holly Wright.  

Teen Titles 
 

This term saw the following pupils getting reviews 
published in Teen Titles magazine, the book review 
magazine that features honest and unedited reviews 
of the latest books for teenagers.: 
Jamie Calder 
Amy Milner 
Emily Pickup 
Charley Speirs 
 

Any pupils interested in reading and reviewing books 
for the next issue should speak to Miss Paton the 
Librarian. 

New Genealogy Class for S5 

News from the Library 
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Celebration of Languages 
 

The week beginning Monday 24th September was Broughton’s Celebration of Languages week.  Students at Broughton speak over  
30 languages alongside English, and the events of this week celebrate the richness which this linguistic diversity brings to the school. 
 

Assemblies 
 

S6 and S5 presented assemblies and talked about either growing up in another country or links that they have to another country. 
 

Mini Language Lessons 
 

All S1 classes received a mini-language lesson from fellow students during this week.  They learned about the culture of the country 
concerned and how to say some basic phrases.  
 

Interdisciplinary Learning 
 

All S2 classes learned how to make crêpes in HFT.  The previous week they had learned about the ingredients, the utensils and the 
different stages of the recipe during French lessons.  When making the crêpes students followed the instructions and the recipe in 
French.   
 

Art Work 
 

S1 classes designed artwork for the Celebration of Languages.  The standard was extremely high.  The winning entries were designed 
by Esme Brown, Freya Ruuskanen and Yasmin Brown.  Their art work will be used to advertise events next year. 
 

Translation Duel 
 

During the festival S6 students attended a translation Duel event where two renowned translators discussed their translations of a 
piece of literature and discussed how one piece of writing can be translated in many different ways.  This inspired an event during the 
Celebration of Languages.  Higher and Advanced Higher French classes worked together to translate Demain, dès l’aube, a poem by 
Victor Hugo. 
 

A huge thank you to all students and staff involved in the Celebration of Languages. 

Paris 2012 
 

A group of 39 students, accompanied by 5 teachers visited Paris in the last 
week of term.  We travelled by coach and ferry and stayed in the FIAP Jean 
Monnet in the Montparnasse area of Paris.  Students had many opportunities 
to use their French during the trip. Some of the many places we visited and 
enjoyed were: 
 

The Arc de Triomphe 
The Musée d’Orsay 
The Bateaux Parisiens and the river Seine 
Disneyland 
The Tour Eiffel 
La Défense 
 

We would like to commend the students for their exemplary conduct during the trip.  Bravo.  C’était super. 

Modern Languages Department 

New Staff 
 

We would like to welcome 
our new language assistants 
to Broughton.   
Anne-Lise Bécavin will work 
with S1-6 French classes and 
Clara Mendivil will work with 
S3-6 Spanish classes.   
 

We wish them well for their 
year in Scotland. 
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Cinema Visits 
 

In May 2012 Haiyang Hu won a competition to design the 
publicity artwork for the City of Edinburgh Modern  
Languages Conference.  Haiyang’s prize was for her French 
class to go to the Filmhouse to see a French film.   
On 1st October the class, accompanied by Mrs Butler,  Ms 
Paton and Ms Bécavin saw the French film The Intouchables.  
 

Mr Bosphore, thanks to the organisation by Maddy Bourne 
and Jack Westwell, our S6 class buddies, had the opportunity 
to take his S3 class to watch a French film, Ducobu. 
A group of 30 S1 students, accompanied by Mrs Tosh,  
Mr Bosphore and Mrs Virtue, also enjoyed a screening of  
Le Petit Nicolas during the French Film Week. 

Chinese Cooking 
 

Mr Huang’s S3 Chinese class were 
treated to a display of Chinese 
cookery on Wednesday 28th  
November.  They began by learning 
the words for the different  
ingredients. They then learned 
about the differences between 
Chinese food made in Scotland and 
authentic Chinese food from China 
and the differences between the 
two diets.  Finally they learned how 
to cook authentic Chinese fried 
rice. 



Anne Frank Exhibition at Broughton High School 
 

The Anne Frank Trust has worked extensively in schools in Scotland since 2008 with 
its travelling History for Today exhibition and guide training programme.  
The Social Subjects faculty within Broughton High School agreed to participate  
in this programme. 
 

The exhibition which consisted of 16 large panels was housed from the 1st to the 12th 
October 2012 within the School library. Twenty S2 mixed ability pupils were chosen 
to become guides to show at least 200 other pupils around the exhibition.  
The guides were given training via videos and workshops so that they knew and  
understood Anne’s story and were able to talk confidently about each of the panels 
as well as answer any questions.  
 

Each of the 20 pupils had the opportunity at the end of the fortnight to put themselves forward to become an Anne Frank  
Ambassador. Six will be chosen from Broughton High School and they will travel to other Primary schools and speak to the pupils 
about Anne Frank and the Holocaust. Further training will be required for this but we expect that those that do this Ambassador 
programme will become more confident, resilient and motivated, improve their communication and social skills through peer  
education and gain a sense of genuine achievement on completion of the project.  

Social Subjects Department 

John Muir Award 
 

S5 pupils have been taking part in activities to try and complete the first level of the John Muir Award. The award is given to pupils 
who take care of their environment and who work towards preserving and conserving the outdoor environment.  
There were three groups of pupils working in different outdoor areas around Edinburgh. One group of pupils was working with 
Penny Radway from the Green Team exploring the school pond area where they spent time investigating what was living in the pond 
and growing in the pond area. Another group were working with the Pentland Rangers and Miss Thomson exploring parts of the 
Pentlands. This group took part in a photograph competition and took many pictures of the natural environment to explore this area 
as well as going on nature walks and taking part in conservation activities. The third group were working around the water of Leith 
area both in Stockbridge and further a field with Miss Northcott and Charlotte Neary from the Water of Leith Conservation Trust. 
This group explored the water of Leith by walking along it and taking in the sights, smells and sounds as well as taking photographs of 
things that they found . 
 

Around 30 pupils took part in these 3 groups and while some pupils will need to do a bit more to complete the John Muir Award, 
others have shown great commitment and will be receiving their awards in due course. There is a new group of pupils about to  
embark on the John Muir Award and we wish them the very best in their exploration of the natural world.  
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Youth Philanthropy Initiative Broughton High School 
 

For the second time this year we have held the Youth Philanthropy Initiative.  
S6 took part in an excellent final on November 14th 2012 in front of representatives 
from YPI as well as 6 invited judges. The panel were PC Greig Stephen, Penny  
Radway from the Green Team, Harold Tobermann from the Parent council,  
Mrs Burgess depute headteacher, Aimee Creamer (S5 pupil from March’s winning 
team) and Gareth Wood from Wood Charitable trust. The following charities were  
represented: Richmond Hope, Maggie’s centre, The Junction, Simpson’s special care 
baby unit, CLASP, Corstorphine Dementia Project, FACE: Fighting Against Cancer 
in Edinburgh. 
 

The winning team-FACE- Astrid Anderson, Rebecca Lamont, Jodie Wilson, Yasmin 
Serrano-Price, Kirsten Marshall-Thomson, Troy Quigley- were announced at Friday 
morning assembly and presented with the cheque for £3000 which will now be 

presented to the charity they so wonderfully represented.  

Peace Ball happened!  
 
Linking in with Jeremy Gilley’s Peace One Day initiative and after a 30 minute skype call with Jeremy, Katie Messer and her band of 
helpers put together a fabulous evening of entertainment from local bands inviting neighbouring schools to take part on the event.  
An amazing figure of £1289 has been raised to be put to good use with POD! 



Scottish Independence 
 

Recently at Broughton High School a group of fifth and sixth year Modern Studies students featured on BBC News, Sky News and 
Forth One Radio, discussing their opinions on the recent signing of the Edinburgh agreement giving the Scottish Government the right 
to decide whether 16 and 17 year olds should vote in the Scottish Referendum in 2012 and their own personal opinions on Scottish 
Independence. 
The group of students, who featured on the news were split when contemplating if under eighteens should receive the vote.  
Some felt “it’s our future too” whereas others felt “I simply don’t have enough information to vote on a decision that will affect more 
than just me”. However, when asked, all students were against Independence, and after receiving a letter from the Scottish  
Democratic Society, it is safe to say it only made their own opinions more concrete. 
 

Jodie Kellas Wilson 
Head Girl 

Modern Studies Department 

Scottish Wars of Independence 
 

At the beginning of November, Higher History students from Broughton High School went to a conference on the Scottish Wars of 
Independence at Stewart’s Melville College. We listened to two lectures. The first one was by Dr Fiona Watson of Dundee University 
and was about William Wallace and John Balliol. The second one was by Prof Matthew Strickland of Glasgow University and was 
about the military tactics used in the wars. Both lectures were very interesting and beneficial, and all the students thoroughly enjoyed 
the event. Thank you to the history department for taking us to this event. 
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History/Drama Inter-Disciplinary 
Learning (IDL) Project. 
 

On Thursday 22nd November a group of over 40 S3  
History and Drama students accompanied by members of 
both departments set out to Surgeon’s Hall to see a play 
called ‘Wounded’ that has been written and is performed 
by the Birmingham Rep Theatre Company.  
The play centred around two soldiers: one that had been 
injured in the First World War and another soldier who 
had been wounded in Afghanistan. As well as exploring 
the themes of guilt and loss the play documented how 
medical science has improved in the past 100 years.  
The actors were superb and pupils and teachers alike 
were engrossed in the story.  
 

After the play we were fortunate enough to be given a 
tour of various exhibits by a guide from Surgeon’s Hall. 
This was absolutely fascinating although it did make us feel 
a little queasy as we saw an example of ‘trench foot’ from 
the first world war as well the face of a soldier that had 
been shot during the WW1 and the tattooed skin of a 
deserter from the Napoleonic Wars all of which had been 
preserved in different jars. An experience that none of us,  
I am sure, will ever forget. 

S1 History - Build a Celt’s Home Challenge 
 

S1 have been using the best of their 
efforts to win a competition to 
build a Celt’s home using any  
materials they can manage to find, 
just like the Celts would have done 
two thousand years ago. 
 

Using their classroom knowledge of 
Celtic houses, our S1 pupils set 
about creating their own brochs, 
crannogs and round houses.  
The History department is thrilled with some of our pupils’ efforts who 
have been particularly imaginative and innovative in finding resources to 
build some very detailed and realistic houses. Prizes will be awarded for 
the most effort, most accurate and best use of materials.  
 

The department is very proud to show off some outstanding efforts by 
S1 and some of the best examples will be displayed in school as an  
example of the continuing good work of our History students.  
Ellie Clark is pictured with her dazzling crannog which has attracted a lot 
of attention from fellow pupils and visitors around the school.   
Some ingenious projects ranged from butter iced roundhouses with 
shredded wheat thatched roofs and chocolate fingered causeways,  
to clay Celt inhabitants and electrically lit fires. 

Drama Department 
S1- Students have been actively involved in the current Storytelling unit and 
have been exploring the drama conventions of Teacher in Role, Hot-Seating and alternative endings 
to name a few! The rest of the year will see them exploring Mime and Movement skills, Structuring 
Drama, Melodrama and some Text based work through Two weeks with the Queen.  
In addition to their class studies S1 students have also had the experience of seeing the fantastic Pondlife McGurk by the award winning 
Theatre Company Catherine Wheels.  
 

S2- Students have recently recorded their own magazine shows, during the Parliamo Broughton unit, which were highly entertaining. 
Classes are now exploring the idea of Fantasy and Reality. As the year progresses students will begin to explore Semiotics, Symbolic 
use of space, Improvisation and Greek Theatre. 
 

The S3 students have been dating! In our recent Developing Character unit of work the students have created characters using a 
variety of drama techniques and have brought them to life in a filmed Dating Agency profile. These characters then experienced speed 
dating. Following this the students will be actively learning about Theatre Arts and preparing and presenting to each other on specific 
elements. They will then begin to explore in detail Mime and Movement skills, Dramatic Devices, Structures and Conventions and 
Voice work . 
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Drama continues... 
S4 have been busy working towards their Prelim performances using their Drama skills to create their own plays.  Each group has 
selected a stimulus in the form of a poem, picture or media advert to develop an idea for a storyline and set of characters. All the 
plays created by the students have themes and a message to communicate to an audience. 
 

S5/6 - Following the excellent performances of the S5/6 students in their Investigative Drama unit, where they wrote, directed and 
performed in one another’s short plays the students are now busily learning their lines for their set text unit Text in its Theatrical 
Context exploring A Taste of Honey by Shelagh Delaney.  
In January students from S4, 5 and 6 will also be attending Spotlight On: Careers in Theatre which is being run jointly between The 
Festival Theatre, The Traverse Theatre and the Lyceum Theatre. This event includes practical sessions exploring: 
 

Marketing, Press and PR, Production and Technical Theatre Skills & Artistic Programming and Design 
 

Students will have the experience of learning from industry professionals gaining an insight into their respective roles and  
responsibilities in the theatre community. 

Broughton High School Cluster 
Active Schools, After School Sports Clubs, Community Sports Hub & Other programmes 

After School Sports Clubs & Membership Scheme 
 

Active Schools in partnership with the PE Department run the After School Sports Clubs.  We encourage every pupil to become a 
sports club member, and do at least one after school activity per term.  Our sports club is GREAT Value for Money, it costs £20 to 
join for the whole year, and pupils can attend as many after school clubs as they would like throughout the school year.  
 

We offer an extensive programme of core activities, which include Basketball, Rugby, Football (Boys & Girls), Dance, & Gymnastics. 
For more information please visit the school website. 

Community Sports Hub 
 

Broughton High School is 1 of 3 school-based Community Sports Hubs (CSH) in Edinburgh. One of the focuses of the CSH is to 
create a pathway for children and young people to progress from curriculum PE into after school clubs and then onto a sports club 
in the evening; it brings the pathway closer to the pupils. 
Another of the focuses is to engage with the local community and build partnerships with local clubs who benefit from being given 
access to fantastic facilities. This allows them to grow their club by providing opportunities for the community to get involved! 

Transition Links 
 

As the Active Schools Co-ordinator for the Broughton cluster, along with my colleague Andrew Gallacher, we are based at 
Broughton and cover the 4 feeder primary schools: Stockbridge, Granton, Ferryhill & Flora Stevenson Primary School.  Throughout 
the year various clubs and events are run by Active Schools & the High School to introduce prospective pupils to Broughton, to 
allow them to get familiar with the facilities & staff.   
 

This term we are running the following clubs/events & projects to link the children to the high school through Active Schools, and 
are looking to add more by the end of the school year : fencing (P3-7), basketball (P4-7), tennis (P3-5 & P6/7 ), judo (P1-7) 

Young Ambassador Programme 
 

Broughton High School have 5 Young Ambassadors; 3 Gold Ambassadors – Tomiwa Folorunso, Sarah McKeown, Charmagne 
Baker-Shand - and 2 Silver Ambassadors – David Hand, Desmond Johnston - who work alongside the Active Schools Co-ordinator, 
Robert Ure, in promoting sport and the value of physical activity throughout the school. 
 

The Young Ambassador programme is an integral part of all high schools in Edinburgh and provides opportunities for pupils  
involved to develop social skills such as leadership and communication through joint working with the Active Schools Co-ordinator 
and fellow Young Ambassadors from other schools. 

GYMFEST 2012 
 

Friday 7th December, Active Schools, Edinburgh Leisure and The City of Edinburgh Gymnastics brought to you the 2nd Annual  
GYMFEST Event from Broughton High School. 
 

This year was just as good, if not better, than last year, with more than 200 gymnasts performing throughout the afternoon, all  
displays fantastic and unique in their own way. 
 

Awards went to: 
 

Broughton High School – Most Promising  Gylemuir Primary School – Most Creative 
Stockbridge Primary School – Most Enthusiastic Corstorphine Primary School – Most Smiley 
 



City of Edinburgh Council 

Changes to the school’s Information & Communication Technology (ICT) 
 

The city-wide project to upgrade ICT across schools, nurseries and community centres has started. This will enable the school to 
provide flexibility in the use of ICT across the curriculum, meeting the needs of learners and teachers, now and in the future. It will 
make it much easier for our pupils and teachers to access ICT and the internet using a variety of devices, ranging from mobile phones 
through to tablets and laptops.  
 

What will change? 
 

 �the school’s broadband connection will be increased during 2013 improving internet speeds and allowing access to video content 
previously unavailable; 
 �the majority of our computers will be replaced with new PC desktops and laptops in the Summer of 2013; 
 �we have the opportunity to supplement these with other types of devices, due to the introduction of a separate wireless  
network which allows a range of devices from phones and tablets through to laptops to access the internet; 
 �access to this separate wireless network will still be controlled through the use of a username and password and there will be  
security filters on this network, so sites like Facebook will still not be accessible; 
 �non-personal information will be stored in Microsoft 365 for Education’s Cloud, allowing staff and pupils to collaborate anywhere, 
anytime. 

Contact Details: 
Broughton High School  
29 East Fettes Avenue 
Edinburgh EH4 1EG 
 

�0131 332 7805  � admin@broughton.edin.sch.uk  � www.broughton.edin.sch.uk  

Have your say on the Council’s draft budget 
 

We’re looking for your comments, ideas and suggestion on the Council’s draft budget for the year ahead. We want to know what 
you think of the proposals and the impact it may have on your work, your family and community. 
 

Getting involved is easy. 
 

There’s more information at www.edinburgh.gov.uk/budget or  go direct to the online survey at www.surveymonkey.com/s/
GXM2CSN   
 

You can also pick a leaflet and survey from your local library or neighbourhood office. 
 

So tell us what you think by Monday 7 January 2013. 

Girls & Boys Basketball 
 

Both the girls & boys basketball teams – Junior and Seniors - have been training hard in preparation for their Scottish Cup Basketball 
Competitions. 
Both Junior teams have played very well together and the girls managed a win against Mary Erskine. The spirit has always remained 
high in all the players displaying Broughton’s determination and ability to dig deep even when they were on the losing side. 
Our Senior teams have also been doing very well. Our girls are a young side this year with most of our players in S4 and Hansine  
Marshall in S2 playing up an age grade with only two S5/6 girls. So watch out for this team building and developing over the next two 
years! 
The girls have been entered into an Edinburgh league which will be played between January and March 2013. 
The boys have been doing extremely well also and have managed 3 wins and 2 loses in their group against tough opposition, none 
more so than St Thomas and James Gillespies, who have Scottish Internationalists in their ranks. 
 

Well done to all our Basketball teams! 
 

If you are interested in Basketball, like to compete, or if you want to keep fit, please come along to the after school basketball  
sessions – please see Active Schools board for details on times and days when the Boys and Girls teams train.  

Important Dates 2013 
 

Pupils resume:  Tuesday 8 January  
S4 Parents’ Evening:  Thursday 17 January 
S2 Curriculum Evening: Wednesday 23 January (TBC) 
S5/S6 Prelim start:  Wednesday 30 January 
S3 Parents’ Evening: Thursday 21 February 


