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SUMMER 2011 NEWSLETTER 

As I start to write my final newsletter piece I have many emotions. I made the 
decision to retire quite quickly. The sight of young teachers not getting 
employment fired my decision to resign; however, as the last few days are 
speeding past I find both reflection and looking forward quite peculiar.  
 
Saturday was my last Prom – certainly mixed feelings. I’ve held the last prize 
giving. Final concerts, dance shows, exhibitions of work, all of which have been a 
huge part of my life for thirty eight-years. 
 
I’ve seen huge changes in education over the period. The introduction of 
qualifications for all: Standard Grade; Higher Still; the introduction of 
Intermediate 1 and 2 - all initiatives intended to improve the quality of Scottish 
education. We are now in the throes of a revolution with Curriculum for 
Excellence.  My main hope, as I leave, is that a development, thought of in times 
of plenty, does not get damaged in times of severe fiscal restraint. Curriculum for 
Excellence if worked through well will raise both the attainment and the 
achievement of students giving them the confidence to improve Scottish society in 
the 21st Century.  
 
In my time at Broughton I have encountered so much kindness, tolerance, 
generosity and support. I will miss the humour and the laughter. I will not miss 
some of the more challenging times of annual budget cuts. 
 
Broughton High School has had a long and successful history since 1899.  Being 
the guardian of the school has been enormously important to me. We have 
moved forward and our recent inspection confirmed that the school is progressing 
in the right direction. The senior leadership team was commended for its work.  I 
am therefore confident that in passing on to Mrs Sharee Mackerron as acting 
Head Teacher the good work for the benefit of all our students will continue.  
 
Sadly I will not be able to say personal farewells to you all but I do ask that 
every parent continues to support their child in the school. Aim for 100% 
attendance; check that homework is completed; contact the 
school when necessary. These will ensure that every child 
fulfils his or her potential. The home/school partnership is 
essential to the school’s success.  I wish you, your children and 
the school good luck in the future. 
 
Lesley Johnston  
Head Teacher  
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From August 2011 we say farewell to two 
outstanding teachers and musicians.  Mrs Young – 
Cello Instructor – and Mr Clarke – Brass Instructor – 
leave to go to ‘pastures new’.   A huge thank you is 
extended to both members of staff for their 
fantastic contributions to the Music Department. 
 
We welcome Mr Lamb, who will be teaching brass 
and look forward to announcing the arrival of the 
new Cello Instructor in August. 

Many pupils were presented for Associated Board 
of the Royal School of Music practical and theory 
exams in June.  Our congratulations go to them all 
for their hard work in preparing for these exams.  
Many thanks to all our instructors who taught and 
prepared the pupils so well. 

Our annual “Battle of the Bands and Soloists” 
competition takes place on the last day of school 
Friday, 1 July in the school Assembly Hall. This year 
pupils are competing for a top prize of £100!!   
 
Pupils can enter as a band, soloist, duet – in fact 
any combination of voices and instruments will be 
accepted! Audience tickets are available for school 
pupils to buy and are priced at £2. This competition 
is always highly entertaining and a fantastic way to 
finish the school year. Many thanks to all the pupils 
and staff involved in staging this successful event. 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Battle of the Bands and Soloists Competition! ABRSM Exams 

The Broughton High School Rock Choir performed to 
a packed hall at the Edinburgh Learning Festival. 
Delegates, staff and pupils at the event held at 
Craigroyston High School on Friday 13 May 
cheered and clapped as the pupils sang fantastic 
renditions of “Other Side of the World”, “Price 
Tag” and “Rolling in the Deep”. They were 
accompanied by a band of Broughton High School 
pupils and both singers and musicians were 
complimented on their performances by all who 
heard them.  

Up and coming band “Connor” will entertain pupils 
during the suspended timetable day on June 29. 
This is a great opportunity for the pupils to 
experience live music at Broughton High School and 
we anticipate a lively performance.   There will be 
an opportunity to meet “Connor” after the gig when 
he will sign autographs and meet fans. 

The Rock Choir and friends will attend a 
performance of “Sister Act” at the Playhouse 
Theatre, Edinburgh on 8 November at 7.30pm. 
Tickets are available now at a reduced group price 
of £16. Forms and fliers are available from the 
Music Department notice board.  

One of our upper strings instructors, Mr Owen, has 
introduced midday concerts to the Music 
Department. These give the music department 
pupils the opportunity to perform to their school 
friends and staff in the spacious Ensemble Room 
and both concerts that have taken place have been 
a great success. These will continue next term and 
we look forward to hearing and seeing the 
progress that our hard working pupils make over 
the summer holidays. 

Farewell to staff 

Rock Choir 

Band Performance 

Theatre Trip 
Midday Concerts 
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BiodiverCity 2010 Award 

In September, our S1 pupils took part in an 
Interdisciplinary Day where they carried out work in 
the school wildlife garden. On the day pupils 
carried out various tasks e.g. built raised beds to 
grow vegetables, constructed insect boxes, 
assembled a bird table, sited a compost bin and 
carried out a wildlife survey. Pupils worked with 
staff from the Drylaw Neighbourhood Centre and 
they visited Inverleith Allotments to gain inspiration 
for the school garden. 
 
After the Interdisciplinary Day two senior pupils, 
Claire Higgins and Hannah MacDonald, drew up 
plans to take the work done by our S1 forward.  
They entered an Ecoschools BiodiverCity 
Competition outlining the work pupils had 
completed and the work we plan to do, in order to 
protect and improve our local biodiversity. As a 
result of their excellent effort and that of our S1, 
we won a prize of £250 to spend on resources for 
our garden. Some S1 pupils, Becky Sutherland, 
Chelsea Baxter and Ben Loughran, were invited to 
collect the cheque during the Award Ceremony at 
the Royal Botanic Gardens. Well done to all those 
pupils who have worked in the garden this year 
and have contributed to achieving the award. 
 
Emma Brown 

Get Set For Space Expedition 

On Tuesday 5 April 5 girls visited Heriot Watt 
University for a Get SET for Space Expedition.   The 
expedition was an encouragement for S2 girls to 
get more interested in science.   The girls were 
treated to a talk from a former astronaut and 
engineer, Bonnie Dunbar.  She spoke of her home 
town and how she first became interested in 
engineering and how it first felt to go into space.  
After the talk they were shown many experiments 
to do with space which were set up by the students 
at Heriot Watt University. 
 
After the experiments they were given parts of a 
robot to build and race around an obstruction 
course.  
 
Broughton was split up into two groups:  Broughton 
A (Muirin O’Neill and Emma Geraghty) and 
Broughton B (Hannah Reavely, Rachel Hanley and 
Charley Speirs).  Both groups managed to get into 
the final and to our surprise Group A won and 
broke the record twice, followed by Group B who 
came second. 
 
Overall they had a fantastic time and would 
recommend it to any other person. 
 
by Muirin O’Neill, Emma Geraghty, Hannah 
Reavely, Rachel Hanley, Charley Speirs. 
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DRAMA DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Two New Productions 
 
Summer Programme. Sign up now for Youth 
Theatre Summer workshops on the 9 and 10 August 
10am – 4pm. Both Junior and Senior groups will be 
working on their forthcoming productions. See below 
for more info…….. 
 
You can pick up a leaflet for the Inverleith 
Summer Programme or see the Drama staff for 
more details. 
 
Junior Youth Theatre are busy preparing for a 
truly terrifying Halloween Special. Tickets will go on 
sale next term. The junior group is now meeting on 
Fridays from 2.30 – 4.00pm in the Drama Studio. 
If you would like to join the junior group (S1-3), 
see Mrs Wyman. 
 
Senior Youth Theatre group are in the early stages 
of adapting and devising their own version of Alice 
in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll to be produced for 
Christmas. The senior group is now meeting on 
Mondays from 3.45 – 5.45pm in the Drama 
Studio. If you would like to join the senior group 
(S3-6), see Miss Lundy. 

S4 Drama students are currently working on a 
Drama project with Engender, exploring issues of 
gender affecting young people in modern Scotland. 
The Drama will be presented to MSPs at the 
Scottish Parliament in June and will help to inform 
government policy on censorship and the media. 

All the P7 students joined the Drama department 
for a special workshop to celebrate our new 
Broughton Community. The students were introduced 
to each other through games and drama activities 
exploring culture and heritage and learned some 
language skills too.  

New S2 students have just 
completed the Mime and 
Movement unit and have 
been working on a variety 
of activities focussing on 
slapstick comedy. These 
have been performed and 
filmed as black and white movies with suitable old 
style music!  
 
New S3 Standard Grade students have begun their 
new course and are enjoying developing their 
improvisation and character skills. Welcome to all 
of them! 
 
New S4 Standard Grade students have completed 
their first practical Creating and Presenting 
assessment. The students worked collaboratively to 
devise a play for presentation, based on a chosen 
stimulus. Preparation for the Knowledge and 
Understanding exam paper in August is now 
underway. Students will begin to use Glow as a 
means of sharing knowledge online via the 
discussion forum to develop exam technique for 
the drama paper.  
 
S5/6  
 
Creative Industries is a brand new course offered 
collaboratively between the Drama and Music 
Departments and provides the opportunity for S5/6 
students to explore and develop their skills in a 
range of practical, technical and vocational strands 
of the creative industries. 
 
Higher and Advanced Higher Drama students 
have started their courses and begun devising their 
own theatre work as actors and directors for Unit 1: 
Devised Drama. They will perform their pieces to an 
invited audience in early October. 

P7 Visit  

S2 - S6 Drama Students 

Engender Project 

Inverleith Youth Theatre  
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We would like to say thank you and farewell to 
Mrs Wenfeng Guo, Mandarin teacher, and Ms 
Kristy Nimmo, French/Spanish teacher, and we wish 
them well in the future. 

MODERN LANGUAGE NEWS 

Departing Staff  

Mandarin Class for Parents 

Next session we hope to run a Mandarin beginners 
class for parents and other members of the 
community.  The time of the class is flexible but 
would be within the school day or shortly after.    
The class will be free of charge.  If you are 
i n t e r e s t e d  p l e a s e  e m a i l 
pam.tosh@broughton.edin.sch.uk by 1 July, 
indicating preferred days and times. 

On the 18 May Broughton High School hosted a 
training event for teachers of Modern Languages 
where staff from across central Scotland learned 
how to use our digital SANAKO speaking/listening 
technology.  The machines enable students to listen 
to audio material independently in the classroom.   
Students can also use the technology to record their 
own voice or to talk to a classmate at another post 
in the room or even in another classroom.  Students 
can download their recordings to use at home or on 
their phone/ipod/memory stick.  Machines can also 
be linked together to allow paired or group 
discussions.   Students enjoy using the technology 
and staff are now better aware of the numerous 
possibilities the technology offers for language 
learning. 

SANAKO event 

On 16 June a group of S5/6 students attended a 
Languages Baccalaureate event at Napier 
University.  They heard speakers from the business 
world talk about the growing importance of being 
able to speak several languages for their future 
careers.   Students who have just completed the 
Baccalaureate this session talked of their 
experiences and the valuable skills they had 
gained in doing the interdisciplinary project.  In the 
afternoon students were given the chance to discuss 
topic areas for their projects and find out about the 
requirements of the course.  For more information 
on the Baccalaureate, including a case study from a 
former Broughton High School student,  see  

 
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/35857.html. 

Baccalaureate 

Barcelona 2011/Paris 2012 

On Monday 27 June a group of 32 students and 4 
teachers depart for Barcelona.   We will be staying 
in the Plaza Reial in the historic heart of Barcelona.  
Some of the highlights we will visit are – ParcGuell, 
the SagradaFamilia, Casa Mila, Camp Nou, 
Figueras and the Dali Museum, Portaventua.  We 
hope that the sun shines for our trip. 
 
In June 2012, forty students (mostly S4 and S5) will 
take part in a trip to Paris.  We will travel by bus 
and ferry and spend 4 days in Paris visiting some 
of the famous sights of the city and, of course, 
students will have the opportunity to speak French.  
Students who have been given a place on the trip 
have received a letter with future payment dates.  
We ask that you stick to these dates but should 
there be any problems please do not hesitate to 
contact Mrs P Tosh.   We will organise a series of 
fundraising events after the summer holidays so we 
are able to offer the students treats while we are in 
Paris.  Details to follow after the summer holidays. 

mailto:pam.tosh@broughton.edin.sch.uk
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/35857.html
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PUPILS NEWS AND CELEBRATING SUCCESS 

Lois Glen S6 has had work from her Advanced 
Higher Art folio chosen for the inaugural exhibition 
of SQA pieces in Dollar Academy on 28/29/30 
October which will showcase outstanding work in 
Art and Design. 

Advanced Higher Art Folio BHS Football Team  

Congratulations to Mr McAdam and the S3 football 
team who won the Under 15 Edinburgh Cup. It was 
an exciting 2 -1 victory against Newbattle.  
 

"Raining Hats and Dogs"  

Mrs MacDonald & Miss Wingate put on a display 
of S3 & S5 hats at the exhibition at the City Arts 
Centre "Raining Hats and Dogs" and went along for 
the Hatwalk fashion show with a couple of pupils 
who modelled some of our schools hats. There was 
a school competition for Best on Display which was 
judged by the curators at the City Arts Centre. 
Hannah Brown from S5 won the runners up prize 
which we were delighted with as we were up 
against 7 other schools.  

Tae Kwon Do  

Congratulations to David Hand who was competing 
in the 2011 Tae Kwon Do Welsh Championships in 
Cardiff on the weekend of 22 May 2011. David 
was  the only person competing from Ainslie Park 
Club and went on to win GOLD !!! - making him the 
Welsh Black Belt Boys Heavy Weight Champion for 
a 3rd Year in a row. Well Done  

Although parents will be aware of the school rules 
regarding uniform, we felt that this is an ideal time 
to send out a reminder of our uniform requirements 
and hopefully help to avoid any confusion at home 
for the start of next term.   
 
UNIFORM LIST 
 
 White Shirt / Black Shirt / Blouse  
 Polo Shirt - Black  
 Red Tie 
 Black Trousers / Skirt  
 Black Sweatshirt 
 Black Cardigan - Girls 
 V-neck sweater - black 
 Black Shoes 
 
We would be very grateful if parents can support 
school by ensuring that your son/daughter is 
appropriately dressed.  Uniform plays a crucial 
part of our school aims and we do rely on parental 
support to enforce it. 

Following Lesley Johnston’s announcement to retire 
at the end of this term, Sharee MacKerron has been 
appointed as Acting Head Teacher. As Broughton 
High School's current Senior Depute Head Teacher, 
she is very familiar with all aspects of running the 
school. 
 
The recruitment process involving the Broughton 
High Parent Council, council education committee 
members and education officials is already under 
way. A Head Teacher recruitment working group 
has been set up by the Parent Council to oversee all 
aspects of the recruitment process including 
advertising, selection and interviews. The 
appointment of Head Teacher is expected to be 
announced after the October holidays. The 
successful candidate may have to serve a two 
months notice period, therefore may not take up 
post till January 2012. 

OTHER INFORMATION 

School Uniform  Acting Head Teacher  
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As part of the Standard Grade course we intend to 
take S3 students to learn more about Mining in the 
19th century as part of Unit 1 ‘Scotland and Britain 
1830-1930.’ 

Lady Victoria Mining Museum 

This will be for S2 pupils who are studying the 
exciting new course ‘History of Medicine’. 

Surgeons’ Hall in Edinburgh 

HISTORY DEPARTMENT NEWS 

The year began with the students gaining excellent 
results across the board in History. With the help 
and support of Ms Pettigrew and Mr Kelly the 
Advanced Higher students did remarkably well with 
a 100% pass rate and 80% of pupils achieving an 
A or a B pass. 
 
Mr Twigg and Ms Oliver were very pleased that 
the department had also achieved a 100% pass 
rate for all the students who had sat the 
Intermediate 2 exam. 
 
The Higher History results were also well above the 
national average with a 92% success rate and 
74% of students achieving an A or a B, enabling 
many of the students to choose the subject at 
Advanced Higher  level. This has meant that the 
department has cemented the reputation the 
department has across the authority that had been 
well established by the ever youthful Mr Gordon 
for so many years. 
 
What was also particularly pleasing, from my point 
view of being the new Principal Teacher of History, 
was how well our Standard Grade pupils did. 
There was a significant improvement in the % of 
pupils achieving a Credit grade and the % of 
pupils that gained a Credit or General Level pass 
increased from 70% in 2009 to a magnificent 
85.5% in 2010. 

Great Start. Excellent Results 

This year the History Department has organised 
several trips which have been very successful and 
will continue to benefit the pupils by giving them a 
broader education and, hopefully, some 
memorable experiences. 

School Trips 

Battlefields June 2011  

On Friday 24 June 40 students from Broughton 
High will transform themselves into the 1st Broughton 
Pals Battalion under the command of Colonel Oliver 
on their way to visit the battlefields of the 1st 
World War in Northern France and Belgium. Hav-
ing been on this trip myself several times I know 
what a memorable experience the pupils will have 
which is why I  decided to organise  the trip and 
will do so in the future. In the next newsletter you 
will receive a full report from one of the pupils who 
experienced the trip. 

In June 2012 I would like to give students the 
opportunity to visit Berlin to learn about Imperial 
and Nazi Germany as well as how Berlin was 
affected by the cold war after World War Two. 
This trip will be restricted to S4-6 pupils and if any 
students are interested they can come to see me 
when we return after the summer break. 

Berlin 2012 
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Over three days in 
May, the History 
department took all of 
S2 on an all day 
‘Edinburgh Experience’ 
field trip. S2 pupils 
had the opportunity to 
exp l o r e  va r i o u s 
important historical 
sites around their home city which would probably 
be taken for granted day to day. Walking from 
the school up to the Mound, pupils investigated New 
Town architecture and historic monuments and 

landmarks ,  tak ing 
photographic evidence 
of their discoveries that 
day. We then made our 
way to the National 
Museum of Scotland to 
uncover Scotland’s 
changing polit ical, 
social and economic 

background over the last 150 years. We then 
continued our expedition on to a very busy Scottish 
Parliament on the day of the MSP election where 
pupils were given a tour of the debating chamber 
and MSPs’ offices. Pupils did very well to ask 
insightful questions about the politics of their 
constituency and nation, and how things work on a 
daily basis at Holyrood. S2 and the History 
department all agreed that they had enjoyed a 
great day outdoors and could really bring the 
history of their city to life by experiencing the sights 
for themselves 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D Twigg  

HISTORY DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Edinburgh Experience 

‘Talent in History?’ 

2010 was also a successful year for the department 
in the field of ‘Light Entertainment’. Somehow Mr 
Twigg in collaboration with Mr Cudlipp managed to 
win ‘Broughton’s Got Talent’ which was held at 
Christmas. (It is amazing how far a ‘Jimmy’ wig and 
some dodgy jokes can get you.) 
 
Unbelievably this followed the success of Mr Twigg 
who managed to help Napier House win the 
Novelty Act at the ‘House Music Competition’ in 
October. Apparently his version of Kanye West’s 
‘Golddigger’, entitled ‘Goldtwigger’, was quite 
something to behold. 
 
Mr Twigg would like to point out that, in spite of 
many requests from students, he has no intention of 
giving up his day job! 

As a teacher of Modern Studies one of my priorities 
this year has been to raise the profile of the subject 
and this has been achieved in many ways. Firstly, 
the department has continued to be involved in the 
very successful ‘Democracy Week’ that HMIe spoke 
about in glowing terms in their recent Inspection. S1
-2 have also learnt about such topics as ‘Rights and 
Responsibilities’ and ‘Respect’ and also had the 
opportunity in November to take part in a National 
vote called ‘a Right Blether’ organised by the 
Childrens’ Commissioner for Scotland.  

‘Democracy Week’ 

Throughout the year the department has continued 
to give students an opportunity to develop their 
leadership skills. A good example of this is when 10 
senior students were selected to represent the 
school in the Scottish Parliament to take part in a 
national debate in the debating chamber on 
childrens’ rights. From this experience the students 
developed a lesson on ‘Rights and Responsibilities’ 
and were given a chance to shine in the classroom 
by becoming teachers for the day and teaching the 
lesson to all S2 pupils. The students involved were 
outstanding and from talking to them it was obvious 
that they found this an enjoyable and rewarding 
experience. 

Leadership Opportunities for students 
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SeptemberFest at Broughton High School  

  

24 September 2011  

11am - 4pm 

Free Entry  

 

Craft fair, café, BBQ, 60m inflatable assault 

course, dance, samba band, capoiera, craft 

activities, therapies, henna tattoos, make-up, 

football tournament, rugby, tennis, sumo 

suits, bike obstacle course, face painting, nail 

bar, climbing tower, drumming…..and more. 
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 Phone: 0131-332-7805 

Fax:  0131-343-3296 

Absence Line:  0131-332-3106 

E-mail: admin@broughton.edin.sch.uk 

Web:  www.broughton.edin.sch.uk 

Broughton High School 

29 East Fettes Avenue 

Edinburgh  

EH4 1EG 

There has been a recent increase in the numbers of 
measles cases in Scotland and the rest of the UK, 
mainly affecting teenagers and younger 
adults.  Many of the cases have been associated 
with recent travel abroad especially to France.  A 
number of current measles outbreaks have been 
reported from France, Belgium and Switzerland.   
 
Measles is highly infectious and can be a 
dangerous illness.  It spreads easily in schools, 
universities and summer camps.  Those who are not 
fully immunised with two doses of MMR are most at 
risk of developing measles. 
 
As we approach the time of year when many 
children and students are travelling abroad on 
summer trips and family holidays, NHS Lothian is 
urging parents to protect their children against 
measles.  If your child has missed out on two doses 
of MMR vaccine please consider getting your child 
fully immunised with MMR before you travel 
abroad during the summer break.  Please contact 
your GP or practice nurse to arrange MMR 
vaccination as soon as possible.  

Measles Information for Parents 

Four New Curriculum for Excellence Factfiles for 
parents are now available from Learning and 
Teaching Scotland at http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/
parentzone/cfe/index.asp. New topics are literacy 
across learning, numeracy across learning, outdoor 
learning and 3-18 transitions.  The National Parent 
Forum was consulted on the content of these.  The 
new Factfiles join existing ones on assessment and 
qualifications, background and benefits, health and 
wellbeing, parents as partners, supporting learners 
and the secondary experience.  A Curriculum for 
Excellence jargon-buster is currently under 
construction.  What other information would 
parents/carers in your school find helpful? 

 

Changes to the Additional Support for Learning Act mean some new obligations on schools and local 
authorities.  Local authorities are required to provide the following information: where parents/carers can 
find help, information and advice, including contact details for Enquire (www.enquire.org.uk), the national 
support organization for families with children who need additional support for learning. Information on 
dispute resolution and mediation services must be made available by all schools; this information also needs 
to be included in school handbooks and on school and local authority websites. See http://
enquire.org.uk/20100622/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/ASL-Act-2009-changes.pdf.  

The Scottish Qualifications Authority has now 
published more detailed information, in draft form 
for consultation, on the course content of the new 
National 4 and National 5 qualifications. This can 
be viewed on the SQA website at http://
www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/46427.html.  

SQA 

Curriculum for Excellence 

Additional Support for Learning Act 

Text Books 

Senior are requested to return any textbooks that need to be returned as they are required for use next 
session. Thanks.  

http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/parentzone/cfe/index.asp
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/parentzone/cfe/index.asp
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/publications/c/publication_tcm4624968.asp?strReferringChannel=parentzone&strReferringPageID=tcm:4-633325-64
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/publications/c/publication_tcm4624968.asp?strReferringChannel=parentzone&strReferringPageID=tcm:4-633325-64
http://www.enquire.org.uk/
http://enquire.org.uk/20100622/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/ASL-Act-2009-changes.pdf
http://enquire.org.uk/20100622/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/ASL-Act-2009-changes.pdf
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/46427.html
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/46427.html

