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Unit title 

English: Analysis and Evaluation of Literary Texts (Advanced 
Higher) 
 

Outcomes and Assessment Standards 

This pack supports a Unit-by-Unit approach to the assessment of some Outcomes and Assessment 
Standards of Advanced Higher English. 
 
English: Analysis and Evaluation of Literary Texts (Advanced Higher) 
 
Outcome 1 
 

1 Critically analyse and evaluate complex and sophisticated literary texts in depth by: 
 
1.1 Exploring main ideas and themes  
1.2 Applying knowledge and understanding of language to analyse and evaluate meaning and  

effect 
1.3 Exploring connections and comparisons between literary texts 
 
Outcome 2 
 
2 Develop literary research skills by: 
 
2.1 Producing a research outline in which the purpose of the undertaken literary research is  

identified and explained 
2.2 Selecting, analysing and evaluating evidence from a range of sources 
2.3 Understanding approaches to organising research findings 

 

English: Creation and Production (Advanced Higher) 
Outcome 1 
 
1 Produce complex and sophisticated written texts by: 
 
1.1 Selecting significant ideas, using a form and structure appropriate to purpose and audience 
1.2 Applying knowledge and understanding of language and language choice 
1.3 Critically reflecting on the development of their writing 

 
 The assessment task should not be on texts previously taught to the candidate. 
 This Unit assessment is open book. There are no restrictions on the resources to which a 

candidate may have access during this Unit assessment.  
 For this Unit assessment, there are no time restrictions on candidates. Candidates should be 

given sufficient time to enable them to complete an assessment task.  
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Summary of course deadlines:  
 
Assessment Area for completion Date 
 Texts selected and read  August 
A&E 2.1 Producing a research outline in which the purpose of the undertaken 

literary research is identified and explained: proposal and primary 
note taking - text choice and proposal, including focus of study and 
selection of techniques. 

30.9.15 

A&E 2.3 Selecting, analysing and evaluating  evidence from a range of 
sources: secondary source note-taking A&E Unit Assessment 

21.10.15 

External exam 

preparation/ C&P 

1.1/ 1.2 

First full draft of poetry folio piece, with evaluation of writing,  to 
Miss Carey 

28.10.15 

A&E 2.3 Understanding approaches to organising research findings:  
Plan and bibliography A&E Unit Assessment 

2.11.15 

External exam 

preparation 
Introduction 9.11.15 
First 1000 words 20.11.15 

External exam 

preparation/ C&P 

1.1/ 1.2 

First full draft of prose fiction folio piece, with evaluation of writing,  
to Miss Muir 

26.11.15 

A&E  all  
C&P 1.1 / 1.2 

Full first draft of dissertation A&E /C&P UNIT ASSESSMENT 
DEADLINE 

14.12.15 

External exam 

preparation/ C&P 

1.1/ 1.2 

First full draft of non-fiction folio piece, with evaluation of writing, to 
Mrs Daniel 

17.12.15 

C&P 1.3 Evaluation of first draft including proposals for improvement C&P 
UNIT ASSESSMENT DEADLINE 

21.12.15 

External exam 

submission and 

reassessment of 

A&E/C&P 1.1/1.2 

Second draft of dissertation (final draft) 22.1.16 

External exam 

preparation 

Prelim (unseen textual analysis and literary study: critical essay) 1.2.16 

External exam 

preparation 

second drafts of folio pieces to appropriate teacher, with summaries 
of what improvements you have made 

w/b 
22.2.16 

External exam 

submission 

Final, complete writing folio submission (two pieces) 25.3.16 
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Judging evidence for English: Analysis and Evaluation of Literary Texts (Advanced Higher)  

Outcomes Assessment Standards Making assessment judgements  

1 Critically analyse and 

evaluate complex and 

sophisticated literary 

texts in depth by: 

1.1 Exploring main ideas and themes  can explain the main ideas and themes of complex and sophisticated 

texts, showing insight 

 can draw on appropriate evidence from the texts 

 can infer meaning where appropriate 

1.2 Applying knowledge and understanding 

of language to analyse and evaluate meaning 

and effect 

 can analyse and evaluate various features of a writer’s use of language, 

using close textual reference to support statements 

 can use critical terminology with accuracy  

1.3  Exploring connections and comparisons 

between literary texts 

 can identify and discuss common themes in literary texts 

 can analyse and evaluate common literary techniques 

2 Develop literary 

research skills by: 

2.1 Producing a research outline in which the 

purpose of the undertaken literary research 

is identified and explained 

 can produce an individual outline with a clear purpose 

 can identify and explain the purpose of the literary research 

2.2 Selecting, analysing and evaluating 
evidence from a range of sources 

 can select, analyse and evaluate primary and secondary sources 

2.3 Understanding approaches to 
organising research findings 

 can demonstrate understanding of the correct written work/ 
tutorial/oral presentation structure according to current practice 
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Candidate assessment record — English (Advanced Higher) 

 
 

Outcome Assessment 
Standard 

Description of evidence 
and date 
 

Evidence 
reference  

Assessor’s comments Result Assessor and date 

A&E 

1 

1.1      

1.2      

1.3      

A&E 

2 

2.1      

2.2      

2.3      

C&P 1.1      

 1.2      

 1.3      
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Task: 
 
In the following assessment, you are required to research and analyse at least two texts which you 
intend to use for your dissertation.  
 
You will present your findings in written form.  
 
This will involve you undertaking independent literary research. You will be able to use the outcome 
of this process to help you complete the dissertation which is part of the Advanced Higher English 
Course assessment. You can discuss appropriate texts with your assessor. 
 

With detailed reference to your chosen texts, analyse how one of the following techniques is used to 
exploit one or more main theme. You should compare and contrast treatment of the technique 
across your texts. You could choose from the following or identify another technique to analyse from 
your own reading. 
 
Option 1 — Narrative 
 
Option 2 — Character 
 
Option 3 — Setting 
 

 

Assessment evidence of this outcome will come from a number of sources: from the detailed notes 
you will produce, marked-up versions of texts, notes of sources and a plan for your dissertation which 
has a clear indication of the structure of your argument.  Also, your dissertation itself will 
demonstrate some of the evidence required. It should also include evidence of secondary research 
through notes and a bibliography. 

 
Whichever option you choose you should produce a research outline, identify the texts you have 
chosen to analyse and the quotations which will provide the basis of your findings. 
 
Appropriate use of secondary sources 
You should acknowledge your use of secondary sources in your presentation/written work. You 
might, for example, read a critical text that discusses ‘Robert Frost and his use of narrative’. In this 
case the critic is a source of information.  
 
As well as this, critical materials can offer contextual, conceptual or critical approaches to your text, 
and what is important in relation to these works is that you engage with them. You should show how 
the reading of critical texts has allowed you to develop your argument. It is also possible to argue 
against received critical opinion on a certain aspect of the texts. 
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Choosing your texts 

Where to start?  
 
Classroom staff and the school/college librarian will be able to 
support you in choosing which texts may be suitable for an 
Advanced Higher English dissertation. You are required to write 
a detailed, comparative study of challenging texts, therefore it 
is important you choose wisely to start with because the quality 
of your dissertation will be determined by your choice of text. 
If you choose texts that are lacking in depth, you will quickly 
run out of comments to make about them and you will not be able to achieve the depth of analysis you 
require at this level. 
 
Generally, it is advisable to stick to two main texts, especially with novels and drama; however, you 
may also choose to write on one substantial novel. This allows for a more detailed analysis within the 
word limit. However, the number of texts you study will be dependent on the nature of the texts, 
their complexity and the level of difficulty and the nature of the task you choose. Successful 
dissertations have also been written on poetry and short stories. With poetry, it may be that a 
particular topic is best explored through a close analysis of four to six relatively short poems, while a 
topic requiring a broader sweep may require a less detailed treatment of a wider range of poems. 
You can even write on the graphic novel, if that is your preferred genre. However, avoid mixing 
genres (for example, the study of a novel and a couple of poems). 
 
It is vitally important to the success of your dissertation that you choose texts that give enough depth 
and scope to write well on them; equally important is the proposed topic. 
 

Choosing a proposed topic 

The primary purpose of the dissertation is to analyse and evaluate literary technique, therefore the 
proposed topic is vitally important to ensuring that this is carried out. You will need to avoid just 
providing a lot of writing on the narrative of the text, believing you are analysing and evaluating, 
when you are simply retelling the stories. One way of ensuring you do not do this is to provide a 
focused and precisely worded topic for your dissertation. 
 
You should aim to explore a limited area and examine this in detail with supporting evidence from 
the texts you have chosen. You are also required to: 
 
 engage in some detailed comparative analysis of texts or parts of texts 

 focus on literary/linguistic aspects of the study 

 focus on a number or range of texts appropriate to the nature of the proposed study 

 study works of appropriate literary quality. 
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Advanced Higher English - Analysis and Evaluation of Literary Texts Unit assessment 

 
Proposal and Primary Note-taking 
 

Texts/authors 
  

 
  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

  
 

Proposed outline of research: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessor’s comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A&E Unit 2.1 Assessment Deadline – 30th September 2015 



 

8 
N Daniel and J Carey, Broughton High School 

Locating secondary sources 
Your school library or resource centre may have a stock of critical-analysis type books on the 
writers you are looking at. Your local library will also have a wealth of books on writers and if they 
don’t, they may be able to get these for you for a small fee. Remember also to use Google Scholar: 
http://scholar.google.co.uk/.  The school will also arrange a visit to Edinburgh University Library 
and Edinburgh Central Library. 
 
Remember, it can be difficult to know what to read and also the language can be difficult to 
understand. You do not need to read the whole book. Go to the index and search for the titles of 
the texts you are studying, then read the relevant sections. Use the graphic organiser at the end 
of Section 1 to make notes on various aspects or make up your own to fit in with your particular 
topic based on the example given.  
 
Remember, even if you do not quote directly from the book you have read, you still must include 
it in your bibliography. 
 
Using the internet 

As well as books you can also use the internet for research. Remember 
your critical literacy skills and ensure that what you are reading is the real 
thing. You are searching for quality critical analysis of the texts you are 
studying. Remember also to reference all internet sites. This is the area 
where there is a danger that plagiarising could occur. More detail on 
referencing from the internet is given in the referencing section. 
Secondary sources consulted: 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

You must now either attach your notes or create pages after this one where you 
will present your research findings. 
Include research findings from primary texts and from secondary sources 

 quotations related to your topic 

 detailed analysis of quotations 

 clear links to theme 

 evidence sourced from other reading/critical theory/secondary sources 

 evaluation of evidence taken from secondary sources 

 a clearly defined plan which you can demonstrate has been based upon your research findings 

 evaluation of the effectiveness of your chosen sources 
 
 

A&E Unit 2.2 Assessment Deadline – 21st October 2015 

http://scholar.google.co.uk/
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Referencing 

 
Correct and accurate referencing is essential in 
your dissertation. It is a vital skill to learn, 
especially if you are going on to further 
education, where you will be heavily penalised for not referencing properly. It is encouraged at this 
level that you research and use the work of others in your essays. In order to do this, you need to 
reference everything you use in an essay/dissertation even if you do not directly quote from the 
text.  
 

Footnotes and bibliography 
 
Footnotes should be used for all references to primary and secondary sources. They should be 
put in at the foot of the page on which they appear and not left until the end of the essay. You 
can put shortened forms of texts into the footnotes after the first mention of the text, which 
should be written out in full with page number; the full name of the texts with all details should 
be put into the bibliography. Refer to the section on how to reference to help you with this. 
 
In your bibliography you should separate out your primary and secondary sources. For example: 
 

Bibliography  
 
Primary sources  

Achebe, Chinua 1990. Things Fall Apart. London: Penguin Books. 
Conrad, Joseph 1999. Heart of Darkness and Other Stories. Ware: Wordsworth Editions. 
Rhys, Jean 2001. Wide Sargasso Sea. London: Penguin Books. 
 
Secondary sources  

Achebe, Chinua 1988. Hopes and Impediments: Selected Essays 1965–87. London: Heinemann. 
Howells, Coral Ann 1991. Key Women Writers: Jean Rhys. New York: New York University Press. 
Watts, Cedric 1994. Writers and their Work: Joseph Conrad. Tavistock: Northcote House 
Educational Publishers. 
 
Important: A sound piece of advice is to start your bibliography early in the dissertation process 
and add to it every time you read a new source. This way you: 
 
 keep track of your sources 

 don’t lose your sources and then have to spend hours working out where a source came 
from 

 fail to reference a source, which could lead to you being heavily penalised for plagiarism. 
 
Another sound piece of advice is to write down page references for every quotation you use at 
the time you write it down. Again, this will save you hours of frustration and time if you do it as 
you go along. 
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How to reference   
 
Naming a text 

Titles of books should be underlined (if 
handwriting) or italicised (if word processing). 
 
Titles of plays or long poems should only be italicised if they are published as separate books, for 
example The Tempest, Paradise Lost, The Rainbow, Sylvia Plath’s Collected Poems. 
 
Titles of short stories and short poems should be put in single quotation marks: ‘Digging’, ‘Tam 
O’Shanter’, ‘The Rocking-Horse Winner’. 
 
How to include quotations in your writing 

If you quote a few words, this can be contained within the body of your text in single quotation 
marks. The quoted text should be grammatically integrated into the sentences of your own 
writing and accurately punctuated. For example: 
 
As Kaplan maintains about Our Mutual Friend: ‘society shapes the individual into unnatural 
contortions’. (Kaplan 1998, p. 473). 
 
If you quote a longer section that takes up three or more lines of text on the page, you must 
separate it from the text, indent the left margin for the whole passage and put it in single 
spacing. In this case, you do not need to use quotation marks. For example:  
This is made clear throughout the key themes of the novel: 
 
And then a queer thought came to her in the drenched fields, that nothing endured at all, 
nothing but the land she passed across, tossed and turned and perpetually changed below the 
hands of the crofter folk since the oldest of them had set the Standing Stones by the loch of 
Blawearie and climbed there on their holy days and saw their terraced crops ride brave in the 
wind and sun. 
 
Always remember to follow the original wording, spelling and punctuation. 

Quoting from poetry 

When quoting from poetry the line breaks need to be kept. However, when quoting a short 
phrase from a poem that runs over a line ending, you can indicate the line break with an oblique. 
For example:  
 
‘and rings/The eternal note of sadness in’ (Arnold 2000, p. 34) 
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How to show the source of your quotation, information or idea 
You are expected to quote from and otherwise refer to other texts, including critical works. 
 
Important 
 

Link to SQA site on plagiarism: http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/71528.html.  
When you write something which is based on or relates to ideas or information that has come from 

somewhere else, you must indicate where it has come from. This 

not only includes direct words but also paraphrases and even 

information or ideas you have found from published sources. 

 

SQA takes plagiarism very seriously and can cross-check your work 

to ensure it has not been copied from another source. 

 

Always use your own words and if you use someone else’s words 

or ideas you should reference correctly. 

 
Remember, you must use footnotes in your essay to show 
where your quotations have come from. This is easy 
enough to do when you are word-processing your 
dissertation by going to ‘References’ and then ‘Insert Footnote’. The first time you put a 
reference into the footnote, you write it out in full (see the first example below). After that you 
can shorten it (as in the second example). 
 
Example 1 
Pasternak, Boris 1996. Doctor Zhivago. London: The Harvill Press. 
 
Example 2 
Pasternak, Boris 1996, p 154. 
 
 

Writing a bibliography 

 
Here is some guidance on writing your bibliography. One of the most common systems is for 
example, the Harvard referencing system. For your dissertation, you can use this system to set 
out your references: a useful link to how to do this is: 
http://libweb.anglia.ac.uk/referencing/harvard.htm  
 
If you go on to further education, the college or university will advise you of which system to use. 
The important point for you to note is that SQA will look for footnotes, a bibliography and 
accurate referencing. 
 

 

 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/71528.html
http://libweb.anglia.ac.uk/referencing/harvard.htm
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Books 

 
The style of referencing used in this document is: 
Author’s surname, author’s first name [space] date of publication. Title of book (in italics). Place 
of publication: name of publisher. 
 
For example:  
 
Bronte, Charlotte 1998. Shirley. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Eliot, George 1987. The Mill on the Floss. Aylesbury: Penguin. 
Pasternak, Boris 1996. Doctor Zhivago. London: The Harvill Press. 
 
Notice that the date is always that of the edition you are quoting from. Sometimes a book will 
have many dates on it. A good rule of thumb is to use the most current date. 
 
List the references in your bibliography in alphabetical order by author’s surname. 

References to other media 
You may want to refer to TV programmes, films, websites and so on. These should be listed 
separately from books. 
 
TV programmes 
Title of programme. Name of network. Broadcast date. 
 

Film or DVD 
Title of film. Name of director. Distributor, year. For example: 
It’s a Wonderful Life. Dir. Frank Capra. RKO, 1946. 
 

Internet 
You will need to differentiate first of all between: 

1. print sources that have been digitised – normally in a PDF format 
2. web-only material, ie articles that have been written specifically for the internet. 

 

For the first of these, refer to them as you would a book as they should have all the details in 
them you need. 
  

For the second, give as much information as you can find. If there is no author, refer to these 
items in your essay as (Internet 1), (Internet 2). In the bibliography under Internet 1, give the URL 
(the web address) and the date on which you consulted it. 
 

Important: Do not forget to reference all internet sources. There is great potential for 
unnecessary plagiarism to arise from this source if you forget to do this every time you look 
something up or find information on the internet.  

 
Example of referencing a print source that has been digitised: 

 Parini, Jay 1990. ‘Unearthing the Secret Lover’. 
www.nytimes.com/books/99/06/13/specials/byatt-possession.html. Consulted 19.5.2014. 

 
Example of referencing a source from the internet that was specifically written for the web: 

 Internet 1. ‘Matthew Arnold and the dilemma of the modern artist in society’. 
http://www.victorianweb.org/books/alienvision/arnold/1.html. Consulted on 19.5.2014. 

a city – not a country 

Don’t forget the full stops! 
Remember to list the 

references in your 

bibliography in alphabetical 

order by author’s surname. 

http://www.nytimes.com/books/99/06/13/specials/byatt-possession.html
http://www.victorianweb.org/books/alienvision/arnold/1.html.%20Consulted%20on%2019.5.2014
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Bibliography 

Please provide your bibliography here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A&E Unit 2.3 Assessment Deadline: 2nd November 2015 
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Planning 
 
Either attach your plan here or adapt this 
document to create a detailed plan for your 
dissertation. Include the document on the 
next page when submitting your plan to 
your assessor. 
 
 
You must: 
 

 Define your argument: make clear 
what your line of thought is from the 
outset 

 
 Organise your ideas into sections, making it clear how these are linked together. It is likely 

that you will have (at least) three main sections in your dissertation. 
 

 Ensure relevant quotations from both your primary texts and secondary sources are noted in 
the appropriate section.  

 
 Ensure you have used footnotes to keep track of where you have found your evidence: 

include page numbers as well as the name of the source text. 
 

 
A&E Unit Assessment (2.3) 

Deadline: 2nd November 2015 
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Planning your Writing Pieces  
 
 
 

Name  
Genre Creative     Reflective Poem Non-fiction    Dissertation 

Task/Stimulus  
 
 

Deadline  Deadline met:   Yes      No  
Assessment Standards Notes or source of evidence submitted to assessor 
1.1 Selecting ideas, using a form and    

  structure appropriate to your purpose/audience 
 

 What significant ideas are you choosing to write 
about?  

 Will you have to use source or stimulus material 
to enable you to do this? Where will you find 
these resources? 

 What form and structure are you using?  

 How is the chosen form/structure appropriate 
to purpose and audience? 
 

 

1.2 Applying your knowledge and understanding of 
language and language choice 
 

 What features of the genre have you identified 

as important to include in your writing?  

 How will you ensure you use complex and 

sophisticated vocabulary with accuracy? 

 How will you ensure you employ a variety of 

sentence structures to enhance impact of 

language and language choice?  

 Are there any skills related to this genre you 

need to develop in order to achieve this 

outcome? 

 

 

1.3   Critically reflecting on the development of your 
writing 

 
In this section, it is important that you explain your 
choices in detail. Explain: 
 

 your motivation/ inspiration/ intentions 

 the impact you intend to have on your target 
audience 

 what you think the challenges will be before 
you get started 

 how you intend to overcome these challenges 
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Writing Evaluation – first draft 
Use a digital version of this form to evaluate your pieces of writing after the first draft. You should respond to these questions in some detail. 
Include this with the draft you submit to your teacher. 
Name:               Piece:       Creative     Reflective Poem Non-fiction    Dissertation 

 

 Assessment standard  Commentary (comment on what you did) Evaluation (how effective do you think your choices were?) 

1.1 Select significant ideas, using a form and structure appropriate to purpose and audience 

1.1 produce a complex and 
sophisticated piece of writing 

 
 
 

 

1.1 writing contains development of a 
relevant theme/idea/topic 

 
 
 

 

1.1 content structured in a way which 
enhances impact 

 
 
 

 

1.1 consistent attention paid to purpose 
and audience 

 
 
 

 

1.2  Apply knowledge and understanding of language and language choice 

1.2 complex and sophisticated writing 
which uses relevant conventions of 
the chosen genre 

  

1.2 writing uses complex and 
sophisticated vocabulary accurately 

 
 
 

 

1.2 writing employs a variety of 
sentence structures to enhance 
impact 

  

1.3  Critically reflect on the development of your writing 

1.3 identify improvements and 
developments for next draft 
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Writing Evaluation – second draft 
Use a digital version of this form to evaluate your pieces of writing second the first draft. You should respond to these questions in some detail. 
Include this with the draft you submit to your teacher. 
You must compare your first draft with your second draft, explaining what changes you made and what impact you believe the changes have 
made. 
Name:               Piece:       Creative     Reflective Poem Non-fiction    Dissertation 

 

 Assessment standard  Commentary (comment on what you did) Evaluation (how effective do you think your choices were?) 

1.1 Select significant ideas, using a form and structure appropriate to purpose and audience 

 Reflect on improvements you have 
made  

 
 
 

 

1.2  Apply knowledge and understanding of language and language choice 

1.2 Reflect on improvements you have 
made 

  

1.3  Critically reflect on the development of your writing 

1.3 You should include:  

 evaluative comments on your own 

work  

 evidence of your developing ideas 

(this will come from your notes and 

plans) 

 highlight the improvements you have 

made or how you have edited your 

writing,  explaining why parts of the 

piece were eliminated or developed 

 why a particular style of writing was 

employed 

 what you learned about creating 

impact through language features 

and the structure of the piece 

 the insight gained through reading 
other examples of the genre of 
writing 
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Dissertation Marking Scheme 
 

Range of 

Marks 

30-27 26-23 22-19 18-15 14-11 10-6 5-1 

Knowledge 

and 

Understanding 

The 

dissertation 

demonstrates: 

 a comprehensive 

knowledge and 

understanding of the 

text(s) as a whole 

which demonstrates 

sustained insight 

into the issues 

explored 

 a full and relevant 

exploration which 

demonstrates 

sustained 

consideration of the 

implications of the 

task 

 extensive textual 

evidence which is 

clearly focused on 

the demands of the 

task through broad 

but judicious 

selection of 

references 

 secure 

knowledge and 

understanding of 

the text(s) as a 

whole which 

demonstrates 

some insight into 

the issues 

explored 

 a relevant 

exploration which 

demonstrates 

secure 

consideration of 

the implications 

of the task 

 extensive textual 

evidence to 

support the 

demands of  

the task, 

demonstrating 

selection from 

across the 

breadth of the 

text(s) 

 broad knowledge 

and 

understanding of 

the text(s) as a 

whole 

 a relevant 

approach to the 

task which 

demonstrates 

broad 

consideration of 

the implications 

of the task 

 relevant textual 

evidence to 

support the 

demands of the 

task which 

demonstrates 

selection from 

across the 

breadth of the 

text(s) 

 knowledge and 

understanding of 

the key elements 

and/or central 

concerns and/or 

significant details 

of the text(s) 

 a broadly relevant 

approach to the 

task 

 textual evidence 

which broadly 

supports the 

demands of the 

task but with 

some limitations 

in breadth of 

selection 

 knowledge and 

understanding of 

the key elements 

and/or central 

concerns and/or 

significant details 

of the text(s) but 

with some 

insecurities 

 an appropriate 

approach to the 

task but with 

some weakness 

in relevance 

 some textual 

evidence to 

support the 

demands of the 

task 

 knowledge and 

understanding of 

the key elements 

and/or central 

concerns and/or 

significant details 

of the text(s) but 

with some 

inaccuracies 

 an appropriate 

approach to the 

task but with 

many 

weaknesses in 

relevance 

 limited textual 

evidence to 

support the 

demands of the 

task 

 little knowledge 

and 

understanding of 

the key elements 

and/or central 

concerns and/or 

significant details 

of the text(s) 

 an inconsistent 

approach to the 

task which 

demonstrates little 

relevance 

 little textual 

evidence to 

support the focus 

of the task 
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Advanced Higher English portfolio–writing: Creative (drama, prose fiction, poetry, reflective) 

Range of marks 15-13 12-10 9-7 6-4 3-1 0 

Content 

The piece of 

writing 

demonstrates, 

as appropriate to 

genre: 

 treatment of central 

thematic 

concerns/ideas/ 

feelings/experiences 

which reveal 

sustained 

thoughtfulness, 

insight and/or 

imagination 

throughout  

 treatment of 

central thematic 

concerns/ideas/ 

feelings/ 

experiences  

which reveal 

thoughtfulness, 

insight and/or 

imagination 

throughout  

 treatment of central 

thematic 

concerns/ideas/ 

feelings/experiences 

which reveal some 

thoughtfulness, 

insight and/or 

imagination  

 treatment of 

central thematic 

concerns/ideas/ 

feelings/ 

experiences 

which reveal 

limited 

thoughtfulness, 

insight and/or 

imagination 

 treatment of 

central thematic 

concerns/ideas/ 

feelings/ 

experiences 

which reveal little 

thoughtfulness or 

insight and/or 

imagination 

 no 

evidence 

of the 

skills 

required in 

terms of 

content, 

structure, 

tone/ 

mood or 

expression Structure 

The piece of 

writing 

demonstrates, 

as appropriate to 

genre: 

 skilful shaping and 

sequencing which 

contributes 

significantly to impact 

 consistent 

shaping and 

sequencing 

which contributes 

to impact 

 shaping and 

sequencing with 

some impact 

 shaping and/or 

sequencing with 

limited impact 

 minimal shaping 

and/or 

sequencing with 

little impact 

Tone/mood 

The piece of 

writing 

demonstrates, 

as appropriate to 

genre: 

 a tone/mood which is 

skilfully created and 

rigorously sustained 

revealing a committed 

and clearly distinctive 

authorial voice 

 a tone/mood 

which is created 

and generally 

sustained, 

revealing a 

distinctive 

authorial voice 

 a tone/mood which is 

discernible at various 

points revealing an 

identifiable and 

appropriate authorial 

voice 

 a tone/mood 

which is 

unsustained 

revealing a 

limited authorial 

voice 

 little control of 

tone/mood 

revealing little 

discernible 

authorial voice 

Expression 

The piece of 

writing 

demonstrates, 

as appropriate to 

genre: 

 a skilful use of style, 

technique and 

language, and a high 

degree of originality 

 a confident use 

of style, 

technique and 

language with a 

degree of 

originality 

 a consistently 

accurate use of style, 

technique and 

language with some 

originality 

 a use of style, 

technique and 

language with 

limited originality 

 a use of style, 

technique and 

language with 

little originality 

and some errors 
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Advanced Higher English portfolio–writing: Discursive (persuasive, argumentative, informative) 

Range of marks 15-13 12-10 9-7 6-4 3-1 0 

Content 

The piece of 

writing 

demonstrates, as 

appropriate to 

genre: 

 treatment of central 

thematic concerns 

which reveal 

sustained 

thoughtfulness, and 

insight throughout 

 judicious selection 

and use of source 

material 

 treatment of 

central thematic 

concerns which 

reveal 

thoughtfulness and 

insight throughout 

 judicious selection 

and use of source 

material 

 treatment of 

central thematic 

concerns which 

reveal some 

thoughtfulness and 

insight 

 appropriate 

selection and use 

of source material 

 treatment of 

central thematic 

concerns which 

reveal limited 

thoughtfulness 

and insight 

 limited selection 

and use of 

source material 

 central 

thematic 

concerns that 

demonstrate 

little 

thoughtfulness 

or insight 

 little selection 

and use of 

source material 

 no 

evidence 

of the 

skills 

required in 

terms of 

content, 

structure, 

stance/ 

tone/ 

mood or 

expression 

Structure 

The piece of 

writing 

demonstrates, as 

appropriate to 

genre: 

 skilful shaping and 

sequencing which 

contributes 

significantly to 

impact 

 consistent shaping 

and sequencing 

which contributes 

to impact 

 shaping and 

sequencing with 

some impact 

 shaping and/or 

sequencing with 

limited impact 

shaping and 

sequencing of 

the line of 

argument is 

employed with 

little discernible 

impact 

Stance/tone/mood 

The piece of 

writing 

demonstrates, as 

appropriate to 

genre: 

 a committed and 

clear stance 

 a tone/mood which 

is skilfully created 

and rigorously 

sustained 

 a clearly 

identifiable stance 

 a tone/mood which 

is consistently 

sustained 

 a discernible and 

relevant stance 

 a tone/mood which 

is mostly sustained 

 a limited stance 

 a discernible 

tone/mood 

 a stance which 

is not always 

apparent 

 little control of 

tone/mood 

Expression 

The piece of 

writing 

demonstrates, as 

appropriate to 

genre: 

 a skilful use of style, 

technique and 

language 

 a confident use of 

style, technique 

and language  

 a consistently 

accurate use of 

style and language 

 a use of 

structure, style 

and language to 

limited effect 

 a use of 

structure, style 

and language 

to little effect 

 


