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Season’s Greetings to all!
Winter brings a mix of darkness and light. Scotland’s
very short days and long nights attracts us to the
Christmas and winter festivals featuring brightness and
optimism for the future. There are parallels across
several religious and cultural systems – a sign perhaps
that we are much more similar than we assume.
Broughton’s year has seen a similar mix of darkness and light. We lost one of our own
pupils to a tragic accident in summer, and we still grieve for the loved ones he left
behind. A recent conference for young people held by Police Scotland and the Fire
Service was designed to minimise danger and risk of harm to pupils. They responded
maturely and listened intently to advice, with some also sharing their views on radio,
television and social media. I hope that their views will help their peers across the
community and the country.
Pupils from S4 to S6 enjoyed great exam success in August. Overall our school’s results
improved yet again. It is to their credit that this has been achieved at a time of
significant change in the qualifications structures and to the courses that deliver learning.
Our talented and hard-working staff have played no small part in raising aspirations and
facilitating learning at a challenging time for the profession.
A quick look at our school web pages, particularly http://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/
latest-news/categories/news.html and http://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/celebratingsuccess/success-stories/ indicates what an extraordinary wealth of talent our pupils
possess.
Although Broughton may have an additional challenge due to the wide diversity of our
cohort, that diversity also brings richness, breadth and an insight into life as full partners
in society. Our totality of experiences cannot be replicated in any other school. It is
something special, and our pupils contribute to it and benefit from it.
The end of 2016 also bring two farewells to long-serving members of staff. Mr Martin
Cairns, Media Studies specialist, is moving to a school closer to home, reducing his daily
commute significantly. It will be their gain and our loss. Martin will be able to enjoy more
time with his young family as a result. We thank Martin for all of his inspired contribution
to Broughton’s pupils over the years.
Ms Linda Stewart is departing on a very different kind of journey. As a Depute at
Broughton for the past ten years Linda has always maintained her involvement in Music,
during which she gained a Masters in Musical Direction through the Scottish Conservatoire.
It is fitting then that Linda has accepted the post of Musical Director with Royal Caribbean
Cruise Lines and will be directing Mamma Mia in the very near future! We wish Linda all
the best, and we can only hope that Linda will not worry too much about us in January
while she enjoys the Caribbean sunshine.
Looking forward to next year, Broughton HS will do more of the same: provide excellent
learning and teaching in a state of the art school building, with systems to support young
people and a curriculum that enables high achievement.
In turn we look forward to 1100 young people willing to work hard and contribute to
their school’s success. This of course includes being at school on time every day, dressed in
100% school uniform and helping their peers to succeed!
I wish you and your loved ones a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

John Wilson
Headteacher
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Photography Department
Euan McLaughlin, S6, achieved an ‘A’ pass in Higher Photography last year,
producing an excellent final project based on Pattern and Movement. His
photographs are among many on display in the Art corridor, and well worth a
visit.
Euan has continued studying photography and
as part of his portfolio, has been developing
creative skills and techniques in ‘gig’
photography. This is an extremely demanding
genre, but Euan has embraced these
challenges, producing a wide range of exciting
images, many of which have been used in
publications. Below is a comment and a few of
his recent photographs are shown here.
“I’ve worked as official photographer for Edinburgh based promotion companies
MT Promotions and Vault Promotions as well as an official photographer at The
Scots Fiddle Festival for the last two years. I work with local bands shooting gigs as well as travelling elsewhere
with them. I also work for publications such as The Scotsman, A Music Blog Yea?, The Skinny, The Glasgow
Guardian and Vinyl Noise shooting bands including Twin Atlantic, The View, Feeder, The Kaiser Chiefs, Catfish
and The Bottlemen and Biffy Clyro.”

Euan

Shoe Box Appeal 2016
Santa is on his way to Eastern Europe with 49 boxes from
Broughton High School!
Thank you to all staff and pupils who contributed.

As you can see Napier are the champions this year!

Enterprise and Employability
A massive well done to the calendar group from Miss Maxwell’s Enterprise and
Employability class. As part of the course, groups of pupils have to come up with their
own enterprise idea, and after some careful consideration this group chose calendars.
The group trawled around Edinburgh one bleak November afternoon to take pictures
of famous landmarks and produced a wonderful calendar despite the testing wintry
conditions! They made a marvellous £310 profit thanks to their amazing persuasive
sales pitches and tactics. Many thanks to all those involved in helping the group to
achieve their success. The students involved, all 5th year, are: Jake Cunningham,
Sabrina Halley, Kieran Glen, Lauchlan McIvor and Tamara Robertson.

City of Edinburgh Music School
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Cheque Presentation
On Friday, 18 November, Luisa Margiotta presented
The City of Edinburgh Music School with a cheque for
£250 from their “Making A Difference” charity, after a
short performance from Music School students Ethan,
Chiara, Saskia and Lucia.
Pictured left to right: Luisa Margiotta, Ethan Gillespie,Chiara
Lordi, Lucia Pagano and Tudor Morris

Music Showcase
The cream of Scotland’s young musical talent performed at
a special concert in Edinburgh over the weekend of 19/20
November 2016. Pupils from the four Scottish Centres of
Excellence in Music came together for the 8th National
Showcase event. The four centres are: Aberdeen City Music
School, The City of Edinburgh Music School, The Music
School of Douglas Academy and The National Centre of
Excellence in Traditional Music based in Plockton. All of
them are funded by their local education authorities and
the Scottish Government.
This year the concert was hosted by The City of Edinburgh
Music School, situated within Broughton High School, and was opened by Councillor Cammy Day, Education
Convener for the City of Edinburgh Council. The pupils performed a varied programme of both solo and ensemble
musical items to the 250 guests. Tudor Morris, The City of Edinburgh Music School Director, said: “I’m delighted
that our music school is hosting this amazing annual showcase event which is the highlight in the musical calendar
for all these pupils who come from the four corners of the country. These young people represent some of the
finest musical talent here in Scotland and I am sure the event will be one to remember.”
Cllr Day said: “There are some exceptionally gifted and talented young musicians at the four centres of excellence
and I’m really looking forward to hearing tomorrow night’s musical offerings. These schools combine the best of
both worlds by offering a comprehensive Curriculum for Excellence education whilst at the same time inspiring
them to develop their skills to become the musicians of the future.”

ACCLAIMED JAZZ MUSICIAN
HOLDS WORKSHOP
Australian jazz musician, James Morrison, came in on Thursday
24 November to hold a workshop for some of the City of
Edinburgh Music School students, along with Edinburgh jazz
pianist, Brian Kellock, They also performed a short recital for
students and staff.
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SCHOOL LIBRARY
What a time we’ve had in the Library this term! We kicked
things off in August with a fantastic S2 trip to the
Edinburgh International Book Festival to see Stanley Odd talk about
Storytelling through Hip Hop.
Teen Titles has been going from strength to
strength. The latest issue featured reviews
by Broughton students Shana Burrell, Gabi
Clegg, Robin McGillivray, Stephanie Rees, Rhona Rix, Jay Shanley and
Laura Strzelak. Congratulations!
Teen Titles features honest, unedited reviews of the latest books for teenagers and
all the reviews are written by Edinburgh teenagers. New reviewers are always
welcome - if interested, ask the Librarian.

S1 Literacy Classes
All S1 classes have had fortnightly literacy lessons in the Library: we have had successful Critical Literary Skills
classes where we covered topics like website literacy evaluation and we have also been working on Literature
Circles – every S1 pupil has had the chance to work in a group to discuss a book of their choice. Next term the
same groups will have the chance to make book trailers for these books – looking forward to it!
S2 Reading for Gold
Every S2 class has been competing in a Reading for Gold Task – the idea is to read a book then complete a short
task such as writing a quiz on the book or designing a new front cover. The class that completes the most tasks by
the very end of term will win a prize of their choice in the New Year…watch this space to see who wins. Next term
will see the launch of a new reader development programme, Connect 4!
The Belonging Project: Marjorie Gill - S2 and S6
In October and November we were really lucky to have founder of
The Belonging Project Marjorie Gill do some creative writing
workshops with Ms Gonzales’ S2 and also Advanced Higher English.
The theme of the workshops was to think about journeys and what
we take with us (and what we leave behind). Marjorie’s approach
was engaging and inspiring and the students’ participation was
perfect! In particular, congratulations to Declan Newport, Gabrielle
Clegg, Johnathan Booth, Marcus Walker, Reece Lothian and
Mohamed Mohamed who got their poem published on Marjorie’s
website – you can see it here : http://thebelongingproject.co.uk/
category/broughton-high/
Visit to the National Library of Scotland
In December Mrs McDonald took AH English pupils for a tour of the resources at the National Library of Scotland.
Everyone got the chance to sign up for a reader card and are already thinking of how to use their e-resource
access.
For National Poetry Day in October we ran with this year’s ‘messages’ theme by inviting pupils to write and tweet a
poem … some highlights included this gem from an S2 literacy class:

“I went through an alleyway and met an old man.
He gave me a pen. He said “Use it when you’re angry.”
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Ms Paton and Mrs Daniel’s 1X1 class had
an awesome time at the Edinburgh
Radical Book Fair in October, seeing
author Lari Don talk about her new book Spellchasers.
Lari was very entertaining and 1X1 were a credit to
Broughton!

November’s Book Week Scotland saw the Library
being spectacularly Love-bombed by the English
Department! The Library was secretly festooned with
posters and paper chains that pupils had made, with
each link containing a positive message about books,
libraries and reading. It was an amazingly thoughtful
gesture that Ms Paton and Mrs McDonald hugely
appreciated! In addition, we ran a bookmark
designing competition – the winners will be
announced soon and will have their bookmarks
professionally printed and available from the Library.
Live Literature Funding
This year we were lucky enough to receive funding from Scottish Book Trust’s
Live Literature programme, allowing us to host two visits from Scottish authors to
encourage reading for pleasure amongst our pupils.
Local author Keith Gray came to talk to Mrs Woods’ S2 English class in December
about going from being a reluctant reader as a teenager to being an awardwinning writer! He told us stories and showed us his work in progress, as well
as a bit about some of the novels he’s published. We showed him some of the
critical essays that the S2s had been writing about one of his books and he was
very impressed!
We also had a visit from storyteller Kati Waitzmann, who told S1s stories of
Edinburgh, Christmas and folk stories from further afield! She also helped Mr
MacLeod’s and Ms Gonzales’ pupils to retell their own stories and draw
amazing storyboards to help them show off the important
elements.
Our themed Library Lunchtime Clubs continue to be good
fun! On Mondays we have CoManga club, Chess on
Tuesdays, Fanfiction on Wednesdays and knitting on
Thursdays – something for everyone we hope, and new
members are always welcome!
And Finally….Season’s Readings
We feel that it is just not Christmas without a Festive Library
Book Tree. This year’s was made by our ever helpful Library Ninjas (pupil helpers)
and we love it!
After all, ‘Tis the season to be reading!
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SUPPORT FOR LEARNING FACULTY
INCLUSION BASE
The staff at the inclusion base have been super busy this
term!!
Some of our students have been benefitting from ART THERAPY, whilst in base. We have been supporting students to
build emotional resilience and practise anti-stress
techniques.
Staff are continuously pushing our 4th year base students to achieve
NAT 3 and NAT 4 in many subjects, particularly English and Maths!
Massive well done to Mason Harrison, Felat Okan, Reece Head, Caitlin Clark and Sean McCleary for their
continued hard work, perseverance and positive attitude.
Our youth workers, Gemma & Sammy have been providing 1:1
support to many pupils in key areas such as behaviour,
confidence and emotional well-being. Both staff run new S1
targeted groups, with S1 girls participating in JASS and
receiving accreditation.
Finally, our very own Mr Finlay is running a new S1 Maths
group, where all students are engaging positively.
New Support for Learning Faculty Twitter Account!
We have finally moved with the times and have set up our very own Support for Learning
Faculty Twitter account! Keep up to date with what’s going on in our faculty by following us
@broughton_sfl
Farewell to Mr Porteous & Mr Morgan
This term we bid sad farewells to two of our fantastic team members. Mr Porteous
and Mr Morgan have made significant and positive contributions to Broughton High
School. They have provided high quality support to our pupils in their capacity as
Pupil Support Assistants. We wish them all the best for their future and hope that
they return to visit us soon!
Hello Mr MacLeod!
We are lucky to have had Mr MacLeod join us in the Support for Learning Faculty
during October. Mr MacLeod is a fantastic Support for Learning Teacher and he has
been teaching with students within SfL and in the Inclusion Base. He is multitalented as he is also a PE teacher!
3 new team members…
We are excited to be welcoming 3 new Pupil Support Assistants to our team this coming term:
Mr Williams, Mr Lawrie and Ms Treacy are formally joining us in January. They are looking forward to meeting
staff and students and we hope they enjoy working at Broughton High!

Goodbye and Bon Voyage!
The Support for Learning Faculty would like to thank Ms Linda Stewart, Depute Headteacher for the incredible
work she has done with our students and for supporting the faculty throughout her many years
of service to Broughton High School. We wish her all the best as she departs for foreign shores.
Bon Voyage Ms Stewart, you will be very much missed by both staff and students.
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Pupil Support Team Christmas Lunch
On Wednesday 14 December the Pupil
Support team had a great time at our
Christmas lunch. We had lots of lovely food
and exchanged Secret Santa gifts. We also
presented gifts to Mr Porteous who is
leaving and to Ms Mitchelhill who is
getting married.

Old’s Cool Project
Every Monday afternoon several S2 students have been successfully participating in the Old’s
Cool project with Development Worker, Ryan McKay, from Citadel Youth Centre. Students engaged positively
with elderly people in the community and enjoyed a celebration meal in Frankie and Benny’s!
Congratulations to Charlie Rintoul 2A2, Denin MacKenzie 2R3 and Dean Forbes 2N1 who all successfully
completed the programme.

Dame Kelly Holmes Foundation – Programme for S1 boys
Every Wednesday afternoon this term a group of 6 S1 boys have attend an 8 week programme delivered by the
Dame Kelly Holmes Foundation. The boys have been working on developing communication and team work
skills with their mentor, Connie Ramsay.
Well done to all students involved:
Robert Bruce
Aiden Waugh
David Brown
Ethan Watson
Carson Roberts
Seba Cirpaciu
And finally…..The Support for Learning Faculty would like to wish you all a very…..

Art work courtesy of Rosie Breau-Taylor 4S1
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MODERN LANGUAGES
Paris 2016
At the end of June 35 students travelled to Paris with Mr McLaren (group leader),
Mrs Tosh, Mr Windever, Ms Mitchelhill and Mrs MacAllister. Students had
opportunities to practise their French and we took in many cultural highlights: the
Montparnasse Tower, the Champs-Elysées, Montmartre including the Sacré Coeur
and the Artists’ Quarter, the Arc de
Triomphe, including the tomb of the
unknown soldier, la Défense, Notre
Dame, the Palace of Versailles, and, of
course, Disneyland. We also took a boat
cruise along the River Seine to enjoy the
beautiful buildings in central Paris. We
travelled by coach and ferry and stayed
in the Fiap Jean Monet in the Montparnasse area of the city. The
students were a credit to the school and we thoroughly enjoyed
ourselves as well as learning lots about Paris, its history and culture.
We were in Paris during the European Football Championships and
the atmosphere in the city was electric. An unforgettable experience for all concerned.

Spanish and French Film Festivals
On 7 October our Advanced Higher Spanish pupils, accompanied by Mrs
García, saw the Spanish film, La Novia, at The Filmhouse as part of the
Spanish Film Festival. This is an adaptation of Lorca’s Bodas de Sangre.
On 12 October our Higher Spanish students, accompanied by
Ms Williams, saw El Olivo, also at The Filmhouse. This a 2016 Spanish
drama directed by Icíar Bollaín. The students were lucky enough to
attend a question and answer
session with the director after
the film.
On 2 November 30 S1 students, accompanied by Ms Williams and
Ms Fedrizzi attended a screening of Le Nouveau, also at The Filmhouse,
as part of the French Film Festival. Benoît, the new kid at school, is
bullied by a gang of arrogant boys. Determined not to be pushed
around, Benoit organizes a big party, but only three students turn up.
What if this bunch of losers was to be the best gang ever?
Feedback from students about all the films was very positive.

Barcelona 2017
We are very excited now that our accommodation and flights have been booked. We are currently fund-raising
with a Christmas hamper raffle. We would like to thank parents for their generous donations for the raffle. A
recent addition to our itinerary is a visit by cable car to the cliff top monastery of Monserrat. You can check it
out here: https://www.barcelona-tourist-guide.com/en/tour/montserrat-spain.html

Language Assistants
Our Language Assistants, Virginie Nagy and Marlene Guerra Santana, began in October. We would like to
welcome them to Broughton and wish them well for the coming academic year.
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Celebration of Languages Week
During the last week of September we held our annual Celebration of Languages. There were many events
organised to celebrate the diversity of languages spoken at Broughton. Here are some of them:
Sign Language Workshop for S1 students
Beth Wilkie and Leigh Heron delivered assemblies all week about their summer trips to China and France
S1 poster competition
S2 Crêpe-making with the HFT department
Chinese shuttlecock kicking in the library with Mr Huang
S3 careers workshops
S4-6 careers talk with Julie-Ann Mackenzie from Scotland’s National Centre for Languages (Strathclyde
University) and Laura Toffalo from Project Trust
S5 and 6 Higher and Advanced Higher French and Spanish translation duel. Groups battled to create best
translations of famous French and Spanish poems
Staff breakfast organised by Mrs García and served by Jack Curran (S5)
Mini Language Lessons – S1 students who speak a variety of languages delivered presentations or language
lessons to their classes
Staff Bollywood dancing with Ms González
Mrs Tosh’s S33 Spanish groups designed Spanish themed bags
It was a fun week for all. Many thanks to the staff and students who participated in all the events.

Business Languages Champions
On 17 November a group of S3 students were lucky enough to visit
The Balmoral Hotel as part of the school’s Employability Week. The
students, who study either Mandarin or Spanish, found out about
careers in hospitality and the importance of being able to speak
another language in this line of work. Mr Andrew Jeffrey and
colleagues began by giving the students a Cultural Awareness
presentation, highlighting cultural differences and the importance of
knowledge in this are for hotel staff. The students received a tour of
the hotel and were even able to visit the rooftop terrace with
magnificent views across Edinburgh. Finally they learned about CV writing and job applications. We were
treated like 5-star guests and had a wonderful experience. Our visit was topped off with a glimpse of Leonardo
DiCaprio in the West End on the return bus journey!

Staff Cluster Learning
On 10 November all teachers from Granton, Flora Stevenson, Ferryhill and Stockbridge Primaries attended a
Modern Languages learning event at Broughton High School. Our cluster Lead Teachers for Modern Languages
delivered a carousel of workshops on learning through games, using apps, and storytelling with
puppets. We are very grateful to everyone for attending and we hope it was useful for you.
Thank you to Denise Kelly (Stockbridge), Jennifer Broadley (Floras), Karen Graham (Ferryhill)
and Rona Natoli (Granton) for leading the workshops.

Page 10

MODERN LANGUAGES/continued
S1 and 2 Penpals
Several S1 and S2 classes are looking forward to receiving their first penpal letter. We have begun a letter exchange with Collège
Saint Joseph in Nozay.

Study Support
Study support for French and Spanish began at the start of
December and will continue up until the prelims. We are
delighted that many pupils have attended so far and we
would encourage as many as possible to attend in the run up
the exams. Here are the details

to

S3
Interdisciplinary
Learning
Mrs Katzig and Mrs Tosh worked with a groups of S3
students during the S3 IDL days in October. The theme
was Sustainability and our group aimed to develop
sustainable community relationships. We focused on the Polish community. Some of
the students taking part had a Polish background and some did not. We began the day
with a Polish lesson from Ms Katzig. The students worked hard and we were very
impressed with their level after only one lesson. We then visited the Polish Consulate
where the Consul talked to the students about the large Polish community living in
Scotland and Edinburgh in particular. We are very grateful to the Consul for taking time
out of her busy schedule to meet us and for proving an amazing array of gifts and food
for our students. We then visited a Polish shop, Bona Deli, in Newington where the students worked in teams to
complete a treasure hunt. In the afternoon students worked together to create ebooks on the iPads about their
learning.

Erasmus+
Broughton High School is an Erasmus+ school. 7 members of staff have received mobility
grants to enable them to upskill in a range of languages. During Septemberfest the
Erasmus+ teachers held a Bilingual stall to highlight the benefits of bilingualism and to try
to find out more about the languages spoken by people in the local community.

Bilingual Programme
Broughton’s bilingual programme continues to grow. This year we have 35 bilingual
students attending extra classes (lunch time and after school) with Mrs Tosh, Mrs García
and Ms Katzig to prepare them for National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher exams in French, Spanish, Italian, Mandarin. Polish speakers sit the GCSE Polish exam. We have a small number of students attending German classes at
Fettes. The students will take their exams early – usually from S3. If you would like further information about this programme, please contact Mrs García on:
Inma.Aspron.Garcia@broughton.edin.sch.uk
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ACTIVE SCHOOLS
Broughton Swimming Team
Well done to all the swimmers who competed for Team Broughton at the Edinburgh and Midlothian Swimming
Championships on Sunday 11 December. Not only were personal bests smashed but medals were won by the
following pupils:
Milly Milne 50 breast Bronze
Milly Milne 50 fly Silver
Daniel Penman 100 free Bronze
Angus Allison 200 breast Gold
Orla Kennedy 200 fly Bronze
Fraser Allison 400 free Gold
Angus Allison 200 IM Gold
Boys Open 4 x 50 free relay Bronze
Fraser Allison 400 IM Gold
Congratulations to all who were involved!
Fraser and Angus Allison along with Milly Milne and Orla Kennedy have been invited to represent Broughton in
the National School Swimming Championships in January – Good luck to these swimmers.
Senior Girls Basketball
Since the start of the school year, the senior girls have been participating in the Scottish Schools Cup. Although
they have not progressed through to the knockout stages, the girls have improved massively with the help from
their coach El and a lot of hard work. Well done to all the girls who have played in the team.
Senior Boys Basketball
The senior boys have played two friendlies this term and have kept a 100% winning record in both games. The
boys’ Player Coach, Andrew Okpaje, has been vital at training and during games with his eye for detail and
running the boys through some physically tough drills. The boys will continue to play friendlies in the New Year
against St Augustine’s RC and returning legs against the Royal High School and Trinity Academy.

WHEELCHAIR TENNIS
SUCCESS FOR MUSIC
SCHOOL STUDENT
Music School S3 student Ruairi Logan has
had a busy week! As well as rehearsing for
Tuesday's Christmas Concert (where he
played drums with the Jazz Ensemble) he did
not have time to reflect on his successes at
this year's National Wheelchair Tennis
Championships in Gloucester.
14 year-old Ruairi was crowned Boys'
Division 1 Champion (against an 18 year-old)
and also won the Men’s
Doubles title. In the Adult Singles Competition Ruairi knocked out the number one seed in
his opening match, before going on to lose to the eventual champion in a thrilling semi-final
tie-break.
To cap it all Ruairi was voted Players' Player of the Year by his fellow competitors.
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SANTA WALK
On 16 December, Broughton took part in their
2nd Santa Walk, to raise funds for SAMH
(Scottish Association for Mental Health).
During the Santa walk, registration classes
work as a team with their registration
teacher to do challenges and walk around
Inverleith Park in festive dress. This year’s
challenges were: Christmas riddles, the
Mannequin Challenge and recreating
famous movie scenes from Elf, White
Christmas, Home Alone and The Snowman. Funds are still being counted, but our total so far is
£392. Well done to all involved. Start planning your festive outfits for next year!

MVP
Mentors in Violence Prevention work has continued this year at Broughton. Staff, partners and students have
delivered the materials to all 220 of the S1 students at Broughton. The S5 mentors did an amazing job and
impressed all the adults that were working with them. Thanks to Granton Youth Centre, Community Learning
Development and Police Scotland for all their support in delivering this programme to our students.
The aims of the MVP Programme are simple and straightforward. All centre upon the behaviours that are acted
out within all playbook scenarios.
They are:
 To raise awareness
 To challenge attitudes
 To open dialogue
 Inspire leadership
The MVP Programme isn’t a programme that teaches boys and
girls not to bully or abuse, it is a leadership programme and
provides an excellent opportunity to develop leadership skills
amongst young people.
The programme seeks to inspire individual leadership from
people faced with challenging situations. After discussing a
particular issue the bystander is offered with a range of safe
and realistic options they could use to prevent an escalation in behaviours. Many bystanders choose to intervene
at the point of physical abuse. The MVP Programme seeks to have bystanders get involved earlier. It’s safe and
prevents further harm to a victim or to the bystander.
The MVP Programme is a peer mentoring programme. It is this ‘boy to boy’ and ‘girl to girl’ mentoring that has
demonstrated positive outcomes for the MVP programme as well as giving MVP mentors valuable life skills.
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Health and Food Technology Department
S2 Christmas Biscuits – look out Paul Hollywood!
This Christmas our S2 pupils invented their own biscuit / cookie recipes with a Christmas twist. The biscuits
were superb and would have delighted any bakery.
S3 Christmas Stockings
Our S3 pupils have been working really hard to get their Christmas stocking finished in time for Christmas. Each
pupil has had to use lots of construction techniques that they have learned during the BGE course. Santa will be
very impressed with their efforts!
‘Fashion in Focus’
This session we have an after school club for those interested in fashion, art and textiles. Pupils from a range of
different year groups are keenly making their own designs. They are learning sewing skills not currently taught
within the S1/2 curriculum. Higher art students are picking up the skills to help with dress designs for part of
their course.

Loch Eil
Senior-phase Leadership weekend
28-30 October 2016
A group of ten S5 students and two S6 students enjoyed a busy weekend at Loch
Eil at the end of October, developing their leadership skills. Activities included
rock climbing, canoeing, outdoor pursuits and building a campfire. Students
learned about a range of leadership styles while supporting and directing each
other. They also volunteered to put on activities for a group of Young Carers who
were staying at the centre. The children enjoyed learning to play basketball and
to create origami designs under the careful supervision of Broughton students.
What a potential we have here at Broughton!

Polar Academy
The Polar Academy is an opportunity to meet new people, make new friends and go on a trip of a lifetime to
Greenland on a polar expedition. At Glenmore lodge in October we learned how to put up tents, light a stove,
assemble a polar bear trap and we learned about Greenland’s culture. We also spoke about the clothes and
equipment we would need while over there. Every Thursday at Broughton High, we all get together and do half
an hour of upper/lower/core body max intensity DVD workout. In January, we will be pulling tyres along a beach
as part of our endurance training to practice pulling a sledge across Greenland. As part of fundraising we have
been selling cakes at school on a Saturday morning, so far we have raised over £700.
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DRAGON’S DEN
2nd year English class, 2x5 had their very own Dragon’s Den experience this term when they presented their
designs for a brand new theme park to a group of tough teacher “investors”. Each group had to attempt to
convince the Dragons that their theme park was the one to choose, and it was no easy choice! In the running
were NintendoLand (created by Daniel Penman, Damian Lamond, Jac Macaulay and Brendon Bowman) and
RainbowLand (created by Hope Cunningham, Leo Watson, Kelvin Speed, Dean Forbes and Denin MacKenzie),
but top honours – and that all important “investment” cash! – went to both Gemma Stoddart and Elifsue
Boyraz’s Horror Palace and Gunde Gizaite and Tara Beatson’s Emoji Land. The whole class impressed the
Dragon’s with their creativity, energy and professional presentations. Well done 2x5 – everyone was a
winner!! And huge thanks to the Dragons:- Mrs Bennett, Ms Cumming, Ms Gonzalez, Ms Maxwell and
Mr McLeod!

Youth and Philanthropy Final
(YPI)
Jade Macleod, Erin Moonie, Niamh Quinn and Aimee Orr have
won £3,000 pounds to give to their charity 'Shakti'. These
pupils were the winners of the Youth and Philanthropy final
held on Wednesday 30 November in school during Citizenship
time. 'Shakti' is a women's aid charity that helps black
minority ethnic women who have been the victims of
domestic abuse. The YPI programme runs from August to
November as part of the S5 Citizenship programme on
Wednesday afternoons. All S5 pupils have been taking part in
the programme. The YPI programme teaches pupils about
Philanthropy. The pupils are encouraged to research social issues, then find charities that tackle a specific social
issue. The pupils then visit the charities and create presentations to compete for the £3,000 prize, £2,500 of
which comes from the Wood family trust, the other £500 is fundraised through a dress down day at the end of
term and other events such as a bake sale.
Mrs Milazzo (Psychology and RMPS Teacher)

DANCE
The S5/6 Dancers worked on creating an important piece of work on body
image and self-esteem. The dancers performed the piece at an event for
Shakti Women's Aid charity, over the October break. The pupils also
presented the charity with a donation of goods for women, children and
young people affected by domestic violence.
The pupils have been invited to perform the piece at the Festival Theatre in
January as part of the DanceFest event which celebrates excellence in dance
throughout Scotland. A
group of the dance pupils also chose Shakti
for their YPI project
and won the charity
£3000 (see above). An
excellent example of
our pupils being
involved in making a
difference in the
community and showing empathy and care to
those in need.
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EMPLOYABILITY WEEK
S5&6 students met Simon Hart and Jen White from the
Puppet Animation and Manipulate Festivals, who visited
Broughton as part of our Employability Week. Simon
and Jen gave their time to share their personal career
journeys and give students an insight into the work of
their organisation, which produces two arts festivals
each year.
Simon is an ex Broughton pupil (from the 70’s) and has a
wide-ranging career history, which began in theatre as a
professional singer and actor. He now leads an
organisation that works nationally and internationally to
develop and produce arts events for children and adult
audiences in a wide range of venues across Scotland.
http://puppetanimationfestival.org/
http://manipulatefestival.org/
This session provided insight for students about
the following professional industries and roles:

Professional Arts Development

Festival Producing & Programming a wide
range of visual theatre work

Venue Management

Creative Industries Theatre Practice—
including working with a wide range of
artists (composers, designers, performers
etc)

Film & Animation

Marketing

What the students said:
It was really useful because Simon and Jen explained how they got to where they are now. I liked the creativity of
their festivals and think their work is really interesting. It was a great presentation.
Jamie, S6
It was helpful to hear the advice about building up
your CV in many ways, including the full range of
your experiences and skills, and taking every
opportunity that you can to develop experience and
contacts.
Eve, S6
It taught me about freelance working as an option
and gave me ideas for the future. It also showed me
that there are many paths to get to
where you want to go.
Harmony, S6
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The English Faculty
The English Faculty has had a very busy – and very fun - term!
Book Week Scotland
The English Department challenged departments to do a book dare. Well done to
Maths, Technologies, Languages, Geography and Philosophy who took part. You
can see the Maths Department (right) having story time for their book dare! We
also did book dares within the department:
Mrs Woods had to read 100 pages of a
book a day (easy!); Mrs Daniel had to pretend to be a character from literature;
Miss Muir had to include book titles in every email sent that day; Miss
Robertson had to narrate her day like she was in a story; Mr Cairns had to
share his love of a book with another person and – the best one – Miss
McFarquhar had to go to the park and speak to animals as though they
were characters in a Beatrix Potter story!
Staff dressed up as characters from Harry Potter and the Life of Pi to promote Book Week Scotland and had great
fun teaching classes in costume for the day!
Love our Libraries!
We love-bombed The Library, showing that we value our library services and
highlighted the importance of trained, qualified librarians. We are really keen to
support this vital service.

Our library is an essential part of learning in our school, encouraging innovation,
curiosity, and problem solving. Our librarians promote high standards in literacy
and reading and deliver lessons on critical literacy.
School libraries make a difference and provide support for teaching and learning
throughout the school. It is a central part of the school community and plays a key role in the cultural and social
life of the school. It is a key area for engaging with all kinds of reading, cultural activities, access to information,
building knowledge, deep thinking and animated discussion.
We actively encourage you to tweet your support of libraries to @BroEnglishDept with the hashtags
#LoveOurLibraries #LibrariansAreLoved. Show us your reading habits or what libraries mean to you.
Drop Everything and Read
All S1-2 pupils were also invited to drop everything and read on a Friday
morning, all over the school. Very often, the perception is that reading is just
for English and that it’s mainly for girls! It’s so important to challenge both of
those ideas and to promote the reading of fiction across learning and at
home. Teenagers should read fiction to help them reflect on thoughts and
feelings and to focus on something for a sustained period of time. It helps
teenagers express their feelings, work out a response to a problem as well as
improving spelling, vocabulary and punctuation. It helps us all to reflect on
emotions, relationships, characters and situations. Readers are succeeders!

Author Visits
Throughout the term, we have also had a range of author visits including
taking S1 to see Lari Don at the Radical Book Fair, Marjorie Gill working with
S2 and Advanced Higher on creative writing, Kati Waitzmann and Keith
Gray. Huge thanks go to our Super-Librarians Extraordinaire, Miss Paton
and Mrs McDonald.
Books and Resources
Can we have one final plea, for everyone to look in their homes to make
sure no English Department school books have been taken home and not returned. We are missing a lot
of close reading books and class novels which we need to pay to replace so please, please, please return
anything (no questions asked!)
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Advanced Higher
Advanced Higher visited the National Library of Scotland to learn about how
the resources there can be used to support their learning (again, thanks to
Mrs McDonald!). They also had a five day training session in academic
writing with the Bridge Project with the Royal Literary Society. This project
places professional writers in schools to give workshops to small groups of
students to help them bridge the perceived gap between school and
university writing. Advanced Higher students had five sessions with our
writer, Cherise Seywell, covering topics such as structuring, planning, editing, referencing and writing with clarity.
Extra Curricular Events
Hallowe’en
We have enjoyed coming to work in fancy dress and did so at Hallowe’en too!
We had a range of costumes, including characters from literature and media
such as Wolverine, Dracula, Bellatrix Lestrange, Wednesday Addams and
Sherlock Holmes.
House Music Competition
A number of staff also took part in the House
Music Competition in the Novelty Acts. Mr Cairns
and Miss Robertson had great fun in the David
Bowie tribute!

SANTA WALK
We also really enjoyed taking
part in the Santa Walk.

Debating and Public Speaking
Maleficent: hero or villain?
Is Maleficent a hero or a villain? That is the question Miss McFarquhar’s S2 English
class grappled with in their recent debate. After studying the film, the pupils engaged
in a heated debate about the character and which of her qualities made her either a
hero or a villain. Of course, Maleficent is a controversial character. She has been
portrayed as evil in the film Sleeping Beauty and young children have been scared of
her ever since. But, S2 have recently discovered, simply looking like a villain is not
enough to make a person completely evil.
The debate got off to a great start, with there being some heated words between debate masters Safwan Baksh
and Sam Edgecombe as they argued their points. Mr Collins’ class attended the debate and voted on which teams
they thought were most persuasive. The winning teams concluded that Maleficent is, in fact, a hero. The
audience were totally engaged and commented that they “hadn’t thought about it before” and that “they made
me change my mind, I always thought she was evil”.
Yes, Maleficent has done some nasty things, but in the end, she redeems herself. She becomes the unlikely hero
and saves Aurora from the curse that even Maleficent herself did not believe could ever be broken.
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BROUGHTON DEBATING
Following on from our incredible successes last year (Silver medal winners and
Scotland’s only entry in The Downing Street Debates – London), we are once again
competing in the Debate Mate Urban League competitions.
This year, Broughton High School is hosting the first round of debates on Monday 30 January. We
have two teams entered (some veterans and many very talented novices) and are expecting strong
competition from all schools entered.
However, with new member, Orlaith Thomson recently awarded as “Best Floor Speaker” at the Napier University
launch, we are stepping up with a strong and confident group of debaters who are ready for the challenge.
Wee Windaes Launch

Mrs Daniel and David Allan were asked to take part in the launch of the
Wee Windaes website – a resource celebrating the Scots language and
looking at how Scots has been used down the centuries. It shows the
National Library of Scotland's rich collections to showcase examples of
Scots language from the 15th century to the present. David delivered an
excellent reading in Scots in front of Deputy First Minister John Swinney,
Scots Scriever, Hamish Macdonald and a range of notable dignitaries linked
to the National Library.
Prelims and Deadlines
S4-6 pupils are reminded that they should start studying for their prelims over the holidays. Our prelim is January
30th. It is also vitally important that pupils keep up to date with deadlines. Learners who fall behind are likely to do
much less well in both the prelim and the final exam. Folios are also a mandatory part of the exam and learners
must keep up to date with these as the folio is 30% of the final English grade. Deadlines are final and should be
treated as such. Teachers have to plan their marking schedules and failure to submit may result in failure of the
course.
Staff changes
Miss Newell returns from maternity leave in January and we are very pleased to welcome her back.
We are, though, very sad to announce that Mr Cairns, who has been our specialist Media Teacher for 16 years, is
moving on from Broughton at the end of this term. With much sadness, we wish him all the best in his future
career. Mr Cairns will be replaced by Miss Robertson who is also a Media specialist.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH
The Duke of Edinburgh crew have been incredibly busy this term!
In preparation for expeditions our 40 Bronze members have been
training up on map reading and camping skills.
Our 3rd year Bronze members have also been working towards
their British Heart Foundation Heart Start Award which covers a
range of first aid skills from recovery position to CPR.
Meanwhile our 4th year Bronze members and 12 Silver
members have braved the elements to complete their training expeditions. Indoors
they have been busy working on their EDoE profiles.
You can keep up to date with all of our
activities by following our twitter page,
@Broughton_DoE
Next term we hope everyone will be ready to tackle
their final expeditions when the Spring weather
returns! Please note all members need to complete
their EDofE profiles to take part.
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GYMNASTICS
Our gymnasts were once again very successful at
the Lothian Schools Competition held at
Broughton on Sunday 11 December.
Broughton had 32 gymnasts competing and we
won multiple medals. We won Silver in Level 1,
Gold and Silver in Level 2 and Gold in level 3.
The girls also scooped up some individual
medals. Overall the girls represented the
school really well and their attitude and team
spirit were praised by the judges. The girls also
supported the teams from Floras and Ferryhill, showing great team spirit within our cluster. We will now have
representatives in all levels at the Scottish Schools Finals in March due to the teams' success on Sunday.

The Broughton Bike Club
We have been out on several club rides including time trials in Inverleith park, trips to crayons
and also the Pentands. We have been successful in getting £500 in funding from Cycling
Scotland which we are planning on putting towards a trip to The Velodrome as well as
improving the school equipment. We are currently applying for additional funding to help
promote cycling to school and we are also applying for funding from the council to make
improvements to the security of the bike shed. Dr Bike will visit the school at the start of next term to give
cycling enthusiasts the chance to have some basic maintenance done on their bikes.
Grant McCondachie

DRAMA DEPARTMENT
Class Act, The Traverse Theatre’s flagship education project, challenges senior pupils from
Edinburgh schools to become playwrights, creating brand new scripts which are then
premiered on the Traverse Theatre stage.
Broughton’s Higher drama students did a fantastic job writing and directing 4 brand new
plays which were performed on Thursday 24 November at The Traverse Theatre. The plays were
performed by professional actors and were very well received by the capacity
audience. Their plays have been published in a Class Act 25 Years Silver Anniversary edition, so they are not only
performed playwrights, but published playwrights too!!! A copy will be available in the Library soon.
Well done to the students involved: Lydia Aivalioti, Tatiana Caiafas, Marcus Calderon, Susie Chilver, Ellie Clark,
Isla Cleland, David Danaylov, Helena Duncan, Arran Goddard, Jordane Keddie, Ruaridh Mollica, Erin Moonie,
Eilidh Munro, Aimee Orr, Ricky Pronto, Niamh Quinn, John Swanson, Lloyd Venters and Cammy Walker.

FOODBANK CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Broughton High School is very proud to have supported the Edinburgh North
West Foodbank's Christmas Appeal. Between Monday 28 November and
Wednesday 14 December food donations were collected in the Guidance Base
to support the Foodbank's work.
The collection far outstripped expectations and
staff and students got fully into the swing of it.
A huge thanks especially to 2N3 who helped to
separate, organise and pack all of the donated items for collection.
The Foodbank were delighted!
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S1 Interdisciplinary Learning
Interdisciplinary Learning (or IDL) is
about making connections across
subject disciplines. This builds
understanding of the world of work
and important transferable skills.
In S1, there are 3 IDL planned
experiences, each lasting 12 weeks.

Project Title
Superheroes

Scotland’s
Energy Story
Enterprising
Edinburgh

Working Across Project Outline
Disciplines
Media and
Students work together creatively to create their own graphic novels and
Literacy
comic books. They develop skills in literacy skills and understanding of
media studies by exploring of the theme of superheroes.
Science and
Students learn about different types of energy used in Scotland, past and
Geography
present. They explore the environmental impact of human activity and the
factors which influence sustainability.
Modern
Students learn to speak some Spanish using technology and collaborative
Languages and group work. Their language skills are put into practice by preparing
Technology
interviews and visiting tourist venues in Edinburgh town centre, including
the tourist office and a Spanish restaurant.

S2 Electives Programme
This term, S2 students have developed a range of skills through the S2 Elective courses. The courses are part of
our Interdisciplinary Learning programme (or IDL), building understanding of the world of work and important
transferable skills. They also make connections across different subject disciplines.
In S2, there are 3 Elective experiences, each lasting 12 weeks. Students are offered choice to build experience of
decision making and course options.
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S2 Electives Programme/continued
Skills across
learning

Highlights This Term
Broughton’s Bistro
Students worked as a catering team to produce and serve food for an afternoon tea!
Piece of Pi
Students worked collaboratively to develop problem solving skills within a wide range of topics,
learning the elements of problem solving and the benefits of a positive attitude to bring about a
successful conclusion to any problem.
Photography
Students learned about composition and photography styles, visiting the Botanics to take their own
beautiful still pictures.
Sustainable Art
Students learned about recycling household objects as pieces of art! They also developed
printmaking skills to create their own stunning Christmas cards.
Gods and Monsters
Students learned about aspects of classical civilisations, and the Gods and Monsters which
formed part of the Ancient Greek culture. They then progressed to create a monster of their own!
Media Matters
Students developed insight into how the film industry constructs films to appeal to targeted
audiences. They were then encouraged to use those same theories to create their own films.
Crime & Punishment
Students developed understanding of the criminal justice system in Scotland and the UK. They
explored answers to questions about the law and young people. They worked towards staging a
‘Mock Trial,’ appealing to budding Lawyers or simply those interested in finding out how the law
and justice system works in Britain.
Theatre Company
Students developed a piece of ‘Issue Based’ Theatre by identifying and exploring issues that affect
young people. They created and presented a devised drama to an audience.
Dance around the world
Students developed understanding and experience of a range of dance styles and genres including
Ballet, Hip hop and Scottish Country Dancing.
Create Your Own Band
Students work individually and collectively on activities towards the creation of a band.
Sky Sports
Students have worked through this Sky partnership programme, developing sports leadership
and coaching skills.
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2017-18 Course Choice
Information: S2—S5
Broughton Curriculum Timeline

S2

S3

S4

Parents Consultation Evenings
Opportunity to discuss your child’s progress in learning with
subject teachers and Pupil Support Leaders.

8.12.2016

23.2.2017

14.3.2017

29.11.2016

Review of Learning starts
Learners will consider career management skills including
their strengths and areas of interest, before making
considered choices for the next stage of their curriculum.

9.1.2017

9.1.2017

9.1.2017

9.1.2017

Curriculum Fair
An interactive afternoon when students visit “stalls” to find
out about subjects, skills and career pathways relevant to
future study, training and employment.

11.1.2017

18.1.2017

18.1.2017

Curriculum Information Evening
Curriculum information for parents and students outlining
the choices and supports available to learners with lots of
opportunity to ask questions. * The S4 evening will also
provide information about SQA Qualifications and
assessments.

12.1.2017

17.1.2017

18.1.2017

31.1.2017

Provisional choices completed
This early provisional choice is important because it allows
the school timetablers to respond to student demand for
courses and to ensure that staffing is planned and in place.

3.2.2017

3.2.2017

3.2.2017

3.2.2017

Final choices completed
Learners’ courses are reviewed and confirmed.

24.3.2017

24.3.2017

24.3.2017

24.3.2017

New Timetable starts

S5

5.6.2017

Prelims / Assessment Diet:
30 January – 10 February 2017
All S4/5/6 will be given one week of assessment leave, commencing on Monday 30 January 2017.
All students should return to school on Monday 6 February when they will follow their normal timetable. They
will be released from class to sit any remaining prelim exams and they will return to class after their exam.
Full information regarding the Prelims is here:

and the Prelim timetable is here:
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School immunisation programme
Immunisation helps protect our communities from a wide range of illnesses.
Thanks to immunisation, diseases such as polio have disappeared in the UK.
However, these diseases could come back as they are still seen in many countries
throughout the world - which is why it’s so important to get your jabs.
The NHS Lothian school nurse team carry out an annual immunisation programme.
Vaccinations will be given as follows:
19 January 2017
Teenage Booster
DTP & ACWY

HPV to S1 and S2
March
2 March 2017 to S3, along with any mop-ups required

Consent packs are being issued shortly. Please discuss the consent pack at home and return them to school as
soon as possible.

Punctuality
Late-coming continues to be a problem for some students. We would like to stress the importance of being on time and highlighting the impact of regularly being late.
 Missing out on information
 Falling behind with work
 Disrupting the learning of others

We have introduced an extra bell in the mornings and at lunch time. These bells are rung 2
minutes before the start of the school morning and afternoon sessions and are to support
punctual arrival to classes.
We’d be grateful if parents would support us by ensuring that your child leaves the house
in plenty of time to get to school. The dark, cold mornings make it difficult to get up and out of the house,
but this is such an important life skill and should be learned at school.
Thank you for your support.

School Uniform
Thanks to all parents who have supported Broughton’s uniform policy this term. Our students look very smart and
we regularly have members of the public commenting upon our students’ appearance. It’s good to see our
youngsters out and about in the community representing Broughton with pride. As always, your support is
needed to ensure that these high standards are continued throughout the winter, and so a reminder about our
uniform follows:
Girls
Black trousers or skirt - NO leggings permitted
White shirt and tie
Blazer, black jumper or cardigan
Black shoes

Boys
Black trousers
White shirt and tie
Blazer or black jumper
Black shoes
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Dates for your Diary
Tues 10 Jan:
Tues 17 Jan:
Thurs 19 Jan:
Jan 30 - Feb 10:
Fri Feb 10:
Mon Feb 20:

Pupils return to school
S6 School Photographs
HPV
Prelims
Mid Term starts at end of day
Term starts

Contact Details:
Broughton High School
29 East Fettes Avenue
Edinburgh EH4 1EG
Tel: 0131 332 7805 / Email: admin@broughton.edin.sch.uk
www.broughton.edin.sch.uk

Broughton High School Twitter and
Facebook
We have official Broughton High School Facebook and Twitter accounts.
If you would like regular updates about the school please like our
Facebook page and follow us on Twitter!

https://twitter.com/BroHighOfficial

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Broughton-High-School/96241823763?ref=hl

