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So here we are, Christmas and New Year, 2017/18. For the students reading this, it 

should be a magical time of the year. After all, Santa is watching and will make sure 

you will be rewarded – but only if you are nice!  

Isn’t it wonderful that the young 

people in our school community 

are largely very well cared for and 

loved by their families?    Our       

students live in a safe and stable 

country which looks after the less 

fortunate in the belief that       

everyone can make something of  

themselves if given the chance to 

do so. 

This is a time for giving. It is a time for appreciating what we have, and showing our       

appreciation. My own appreciation is for the pupils of Broughton High School. In so           

many ways throughout the year our students show their kindness and  generosity,         

mostly in  quiet respectful ways that are not trumpeted and go unnoticed. But those          

acts of  kindness are still appreciated, and often start new chains of positive actions. 

Our school community of past and present pupils, staff and parents, rose to the           

challenge of protecting an integral part of Broughton High School earlier this term.         

When there was a threat to the City of Edinburgh Music School, integrated fully into 

Broughton HS and  Flora Stevenson’s PS, and a jewel in Edinburgh’s educational crown, 

the response was utterly magnificent. A short but intensive campaign led by parents 

and pupils ensured that the social, educational and musical benefits of our combined 

specialist provision were brought to the fore.  
 

                                                                                        ……………………………………………………... / 



Artistic excellence in Edinburgh and Scotland must be protected. Collectively, Edinburgh made the decision to  

value excellence in the arts. In the years to come, when we reflect on this recent episode I believe it will become a 

source of pride and a symbol of our enduring values. 
 

In recent weeks we have seen two obvious manifestations of constructive generosity on the part of Broughton HS 

pupils. Recently the BroCafe (part of @Bro_Enterprise) opened its doors. Inspired by Josh Littlejohn’s Social Bite 

our pupils give up their time to bake delicious food, brew teas and coffees, serve this to their customers and then 

devote all of the income to help homeless people. Their themed Friday afternoons combat social isolation,           

energise visitors from our community and give readings of favourite children’s stories to pre-school tots. And you 

know, these tangible acts of generosity and goodwill also help our students. They will see with their own eyes 

how their regard for others helps to make individuals and groups feel valued and re-connect with their               

community. Our students are also developing fantastic         

customer care skills, which will benefit them when they 

move on from Broughton HS. 
 

Some of these same young people joined a large group of 

students and staff for the Edinburgh Sleep in the Park and in 

doing so raised thousands of pounds in aid of homelessness. 

(To date the amount is nearing £3500) They have spoken of 

how freezing cold they were but how worthwhile the             

experience was. They admit that the next day they took 

quite some time to warm up to normal body temperatures 

in their warm cosy homes. They understand now how             

impossible it is for those without homes to ever warm up 

and have become more determined than ever to help. 

These are two examples of the way our young people feel about their 

world. They are more aware than their parents’ generation of events and 

situations around them. In other words, they are much more connected 

than young people have ever been. They know that in various corners of 

our planet, children and teenagers who are essentially just like them, are 

living lives which are much less fortunate than their own. They know that 

while our world remains a wonderful world, the decisions of those in  

power can make other people’s lives much harsher than they should be. 

Young people also realise that they will   physically see much more of our 

planet than previous generations could ever dream of doing. The younger 

generation are not content to watch others suffer. Nor indeed are they 

content to watch the planet that they will inherit be damaged by          

egocentric careless acts committed in the name of progress. How can we 

call it progress if we no longer have somewhere to live? 

In all corners of the world, winter stimulates the need to fill our lives with 

light. Festivals and celebrations of light which permeate so many faiths 

and cultures demonstrate how closely linked we all are. Our own street 

full of familiar neighbours is not so very different to others. Our school - unique in several ways - is filled with 

young people who share altruistic aspirations with others in their generation. Give them a chance to shine and 

they will glow brightly and lead the way. 
 

On behalf of the Broughton HS community, I wish you and your loved ones a joyful festive season. 

 

Mr. J Wilson 

Headteacher 
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Social Subjects 

Ceilidh dancing prep—Dec 

Talk from the Blood Transfusion service 

to our senior pupils  

Lucie Duffy and Molly Lueck talking 
about their proposed gap year 

Social Subjects team on a                      

wild walk! 

National winner in the “Thank You“             

Awards 2017:  S2 pupil Oran Lynch 

N5 Geography pupils gathering data for their         

assignments 

S5/6 pupils residential at Kindrogan in Sept 2017         

collecting data for assignment work 

Page 3 



Page 4 

Social Subjects 

Social Subjects 

trip to Krakow  

June 2017 

2017 Paintballers for activity day  

Annaleece and Teni were national  

finalists in the Inspire Aspire National 

competition in 2017. This work was 

recognised as being  outstanding 

from 30,000 entries this year. 
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Social Subjects 

Leavers’ Day 

Psychology Trip to ‘Project Soothe’  - October 2017 
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Shoebox Appeal 

Thank you to all who contributed to the Shoebox Appeal for 
2017. 

Santa is on his way to Eastern Europe with 99 boxes. It was a 
joint effort between Broughton High School (54 boxes) and St 
Stephen’s Comely Bank Church (45 boxes). 

As you can see Raeburn are the champions this year. 

The school cycle shed will be getting upgraded 
thanks to a successful  application for a Grant for 
£10,000. 

Wider Achievement Opportunities 

Research shows that pupils who are involved in wider achievement opportunities 

do better at school. Partly because of this, but also because it is life-enriching to 

commit voluntarily to a group of pupils of different ages with a common interest, 

there has been a big emphasis on joining in this term.  

There were assemblies for all year groups at the start of the session, and all      

pupils were given information cards with the details on them – quite an array of 

different opportunities; definitely something for everyone!  

Pupils can check the notice board in the hub at school, or access the bulletin twice 

a week. Parents and carers can access the information in the Pupil Zone After 

School Clubs area on the school website. Please encourage your young people to 

participate! 
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Library 

 

 

It’s been non-stop in the Library this term! 

We kicked off the session with trips to the Book 
Festival to see Elizabeth Wein talk about her 
new book ‘The Pearl Thief’ and to learn how to 
survive a zombie apocalypse with Greg Garrett.  
Proud  moments followed when our very own Jay 
Lamb won a copy of Greg Garrett’s latest book 
because she asked the best question during the  
audience Q&A! 

 

This year’s Teen Titles party at Central Library was a 
massive success! The party is organised every year to 
reward and celebrate the success of all the students 
who read books and write reviews for the magazine 
over the year.  Teen Titles Student Reviewers get the 
chance to mingle with authors, illustrators, librarians 
and publicists and the catering is fabulous too.        
Needless to say, the Broughton High  contingent had a 
fabulous time! 

Teen Titles is published 3 times a year here in         
Edinburgh, distributed worldwide and is the only       
magazine of its like that we know of:  it is full of        
honest, unedited reviews of the latest books for          
teenagers and all the reviews are written by           
teenagers in Edinburgh schools. If you are stuck for 

what to read next it is the best starting place! 

If you or a teenager you know would like to review for Teen Titles, 
just pop into the Library and talk to Ms Paton. 

In September we celebrated National Poetry Day in style with a 
Book Spine Poetry Competition. Our personal  favourite was this 
entry from Lizzie Debecchi, one of our School Support Assistants. 

 

 

October saw the fitting of a new carpet in the Library! A mere 180  
boxes had to be packed, moved and then unpacked, and the result 
is that the Library now feels like a brand new space! We love it! 

In November, we celebrated Book Week Scotland in style with a  different event every day: 

A Library Lunchtime Book Swap and a Drop Everything And Read, and we collaborated with the English               
department with a Book Faces competition, an Extreme Reading challenge and a Games of Thrones themed 
Feast... after all, it’s important to have the right thing to read when Winter Is Coming… 

Also, BroBookBairns, and AH English visit to Central Library. 
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Drama 

Edinburgh International Festival Creative    

Learning at Broughton                                     

High School 

Advanced Higher Drama students had the fantastic 

opportunity to see four EIF productions and learn 

from bespoke seminar sessions with two of the finest 

theatre makers from this year’s festival, actor, Barry 

McGovern and Playwright, Zinnie Harris.  

Samuel Beckett’s moving meditation on time, memory and ageing was      

performed at the Churchill theatre by renowned Irish actor Barry McGovern, 

one of the world’s most revered interpreters of the great playwright. This 

brand new production was directed by Michael Colgan, long-time Artistic 

Director of Dublin’s Gate Theatre.    https://www.eif.co.uk/2017/lasttape 

Barry’s seminar session gave us a fascinating insight into his first-hand      

experience of working with Beckett, and his long career in theatre and film. 

He is an Actor, Director and Writer with an encyclopaedic knowledge of       

Beckett’s work.  

Thank you Barry!  

Zinnie Harris, EIF Writer in Residence and winner 

of the 2017 Herald Angel Award, visited Broughton 

for a  two-hour seminar exploring her craft as                                         

a playwright and theatre-maker, with                                              

focus on her three new plays; The                                       

Oresteia: This Restless House, Meet                                                                   

Me at Dawn and Rhinoceros.  She                                                               

was an inspiration for student’s                                                                                  

ideas for their AH Project Dissertations                             

as well as offering  extensive insight into the workings                         

of the industry.  As  Associate Director of the Traverse                                                                

Theatre and Professor of playwriting and screen                                                            

writing at St Andrew’s  University, she has a wealth                                                                                    

of knowledge, which she shared freely with our                                                                  

students. 

Thank you Zinnie! 

https://www.eif.co.uk/2017/oresteia 

https://www.eif.co.uk/2017/lasttape
https://www.eif.co.uk/2017/oresteia
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Community Christmas Concert 

This year we were delighted to welcome         

members of the wider Broughton community to 

the annual Christmas Concert hosted by the     

students of The City of Edinburgh Music School. 

It was particularly pleasing to welcome the  

community with ages ranging from 9 months to 

90 years. 

A huge thank you for the very generous           

donations made at the event.                                  

We raised  £55.   All proceeds                                     

will go to Social Bites to help                                     

eradicate homelessness in                               

Scotland. 

We look forward to                                                 

welcoming you again next year. 

Spreading Festive Goodwill 

Hearts and Hibs joined forces this month to encourage seasonal acts of kindness across the city, and our Senior 

Chamber Choir were invited to launch the Christmas Cheer Campaign on 1 December.   

An open-top Lothian bus, festively decorated for the occasion, drove our carol-singing pupils round the city centre 

performing to surprised passers-by on a freezing Friday afternoon.  They got off the bus to encourage audience 

participation inside Waverley Station and outside The Usher Hall.       

Evening News Assistant Editor, Euan McGrory, who was on the bus, 

was coordinating the whole initiative. He was absolutely delighted 

with the part the choir played and 

warmly congratulated their tuneful 

contribution.  

Well done to the Senior Chamber 

Choir!  
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Modern Languages 

Barcelona 2017 

In the last week of the summer term, 34 students 

and 4 staff (Mrs Tosh, Mr McLaren, Mrs Calder,                  

Mr O’Regan) set off on our trip to Barcelona.  We 

flew from John Lennon airport, Liverpool, and 

stayed in the Alberg Pere Tarres Hostel in the      

Diagonal area of the city.  The highlights of our  

week were: 

A trip to the Camp Nou Stadium 

A visit to the cliff-top Monserrat Monastery via 

cable car 

A boat cruise in the harbour area 

A visit to the market in Girona 

The Dalí Museum in Figueres 

An evening stroll and a drink in the Plaza Real 

Casa Milà, designed by Antoni Gaudí 

The Sagrada Familia Cathedral 

Port Aventura theme park 

Students had many opportunities to use their Spanish and to find out about the history, geography, art, food and 

culture of the area.  The pupils were a credit to the school and to their families.   
 

Lo pasamos fenomenal. 

Spanish Film Festival 

In October S3-6 Spanish students visited the Spanish Film Festival, held at The Filmhouse in Lothian Road.               

S3 pupils saw Zipi y Zape, a live action film adaptation of a much loved Spanish cartoon series.  S5/6 saw              

100 Metros which described a man’s battle to overcome a debilitating illness and take part in an Iron Man       

contest.  The feedback from students for both films was overwhelmingly positive.  Laura Strzelak, S5, has written a 

description of her visit in Spanish: 

Durante la semana de la celebración de los idiomas fuimos al festival de las películas españolas. 

Allí vimos 100 Metros, una película de romance y resistencia.  Se trata de un hombre con esclerosis múltiple que 

quiere particiar en la prueba más dura del triatlón – un ‘Ironman’.  Esta película tiene lugar en España y está basa-

da en una historia real. 

Recomendaría mucho esta película porque me hizo reír pero llorar también.  Los actores principales actuaron muy 

bien. 

En general ¡la recomiendo! 

Mandarin Speaking Contest 

Dexter Black, S4, and Harry Wright, S3, travelled to York on Friday 8 December with a group of 
students from Fettes College to participate in the annual UK Mandarin speaking contest.    Both 
students did themselves proud and we have now heard that Dexter has made it through to the 
final which is a massive achievement.  He was up against very stiff competition.  The final will 
be in February and the prize is a trip to China all expenses paid.  The only other Scottish finalists 
are Loretto, Watson’s and Fettes.    
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In the last week of September we held our annual                  

Celebration of Languages, although this year bigger and 

better than ever before.  Our students at Broughton speak 

over 40 languages other than English and we feel this is     

worthy of a celebration. 

Events which took place that week: 

Assemblies presented by Mrs Tosh on the            

different opportunities students have to travel 

abroad at Broughton.  
 

S3 Bag-making.  Mr McLaren’s S3 class designed  

bags with a Spanish theme. 

S2 students took part in an IDL project with the Health and Food 

Technology department.  In French class they learned how to          

understand a crêpe recipe, and in HFT class they made the crêpes, 

following the recipe in French.  They were delicious. 

S4-6 students took part in a workshop presented by Bilingualism 
Matters (Edinburgh University),  Annie Horsman, formerly of        

VisitScotland, and former pupil and opera singer Kate Aitken.  Each 
person described how they have used their languages in their             

careers.   
 

Bilingualism Matters discussed the importance of language           
learning to cognitive function, Annie Horsman described her  career 

in tourism and how she used her languages to promote ‘Scotland the 
brand’.   

 

Kate Aitken described her career as a freelance opera singer and how 
it has taken her to various countries in Europe where she has had to 

learn the language.  Currently she is working at the Opéra de Lyon.  

Celebration of Languages 

S2 students took part in the VocabExpress challenge.  This is a global online 
competition for languages students.  Mrs Baxter’s 2.1 class did very well.   
We came 19th in the world for  Portuguese, 10th for Italian and 4th for Polish. 
 

S5-6 French and Spanish students took part in a translation duel.  This was 

based on translation duels held during the Edinburgh International Book 

Festival.  We decided to organise a similar event on a smaller scale.          

Students worked in teams to translate their poem and to justify their choice 

of  translation. 
 

Many bilingual students taught classes a little of their language and culture.  

It is not an easy thing to do and we would like to congratulate them for 

their excellent presentations. 
 

S1 pupils took part in a Sign Language workshop delivered by Carole          

Wallace who is a freelance sign language teacher. 
 

Mrs Garcia organised a continental breakfast for staff.  Pain au chocolat, 

croissants and fresh juice were the order of the day.  Mrs González taught 

staff to Cha Cha Cha during a lunchtime dance workshop.  
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Business Languages Champions 
 

Broughton Modern Languages has maintained 
a very successful partnership with                     
The Balmoral Hotel.  As part of the school’s 
Employability Week events, an S3 group,           
accompanied by Mrs Tosh and Mr Huang,   
took part in a series of events at the Balmoral.   
 
Chloe Stevenson, S3, describes her day. 
 

I am currently in my third year of high school 
at  Broughton and I am learning how to speak 
French and  Mandarin. My current topic in 
these topics is about employability.  
 
My Mandarin class got a lucky chance to go to 
The Balmoral Hotel in the centre of Edinburgh. 
The Balmoral Hotel is a five star hotel located 
next to the Waverley train station. The hotel 
mainly gets busy during summer or when Edinburgh holds its festival and tattoo in August , this is because           
celebrities from all around the world come to take part meaning they get a lot of celebrities as customers at this 
time . The Balmoral Hotel is also famous for being the place where J.K Rowling finished the final book of the Harry 
Potter series and even has the “J.K Rowling suite” where customers can buy the room to stay in for the night (which 
won’t be cheap). 
 
The first thing we got to learn about was cultural awareness and this is because in every job cultural awareness is 
very important. We learned that within The Balmoral Hotel there are over 46 different nationalities and the most 
popular one (at that time) is Polish .  
 
We learned that every culture had a different greeting and different beliefs. The Balmoral Hotel makes sure you are 
greeted the way that your culture would normally be greeted back in the home country. They also make sure that if 
there are any unlucky numbers in your culture that you don’t get a hotel room with the unlucky number in it, but 
the culture’s lucky number. They also ensure any unlucky colours will not be in the room. 
 
The next thing we got to do on this trip was to go on a tour around the hotel. We got to go to the roof of the hotel 
and see the view from all round. We also learned that on the other side of the roof is where they keep their bees 
and make their own fresh honey.  
 
After doing so we got to go down to the spa and around the back of the hotel. The back has four basements, two 
used for storage and the other two used for the staff, for example a kitchen, dining area, meeting rooms, offices 
etc… 
 
After doing all of this we got to go up the original stairs that were built when ladies had to wear massive ball gowns 
to get to the ballroom (which we will talk about more later). The stairs lead us to the rooms that we got to visit. The 
first room we went into was a bedroom looking out onto Princes Street, it only had a bathroom and a bedroom and 
that room is from the price of £395-400 .  
 
                                         
                                             . 

Modern Languages/(continued) 
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The main room we saw was the suite. The suite consisted of a 
living room, master bedroom  and bathroom. Yet again it had a 
view onto Princes Street and the price range is £1,500-£1,995 
depending on the time of year. 
 

The ballroom is on the ground floor and is honestly incredible. 
This is where weddings normally get held or  wedding                 
receptions get held.  The original detailing on the roof is            
amazing and overall getting to experience this was amazing. 
 
The next things we went on to learn about were CVs and           
interviews.  
 
For the CVs we learned everything we need to put on it. Including a cover letter, to share any criminal records if 
you have any, to share past experiences you have had before that relates to the job you want and to include what 
job you want as many people actually forget to do that .  
 
We also learned that during an interview you have to bring your own copy of your CV so you can comment on 
what you have written. 
 
For the interview part we learned that you should always be on time. Never too early and never too late. You 
shouldn’t answer a phone in an interview as it is just plain rude, you always have to have your phone switched off 
or on silent and look at it after the interview.  
 
You also have to think about answers to possible questions that you could be asked or just ask relevant questions 
such as “when am I expected to hear from you” or any question that doesn’t make you come off rude.  
 
Your body language should be good, you should go to shake the interviewer’s hand as they come over to show 
that you are happy to be getting this interview and do not slouch in your seat! It makes you look like you don’t 
care.  
 
If being successful at your interview remember to negotiate before taking the job but if you are unsuccessful 
don’t call and ask “why did I not get the job” maybe email and ask “what can I improve on for next time?” 
 
Overall this trip was amazing. I think it is so great that we got the chance to go on this trip as if I didn’t go on this 
trip I don’t think I would have learned this about jobs. My favourite part of the day was learning about CVs and 
interviews as I took a really big interest in it as I already work. I want to thank The Balmoral Hotel for the          
amazing experience and tips.  
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POPSTAR NINA NESBITT HELPS TURN 

EDINBURGH SCHOOL SPOTACULAR FOR 

BBC CHILDREN IN NEED FUNDRAISING 

CAMPAIGN  
 

     

Scottish singer Nina Nesbitt  visited Broughton 

High School on 7 November, as part of ‘The Big 

Spotacular’, Bank of Scotland and BBC Children 

in Need’s school fundraising  campaign.   

Following the campaign’s success in 2016, which 

saw schools across the UK raise almost                  

£6 million for the charity, the initiative returned 

to encourage schools to raise money for              

disadvantaged children and young people. 

Broughton High School is one of thousands of 

schools across the UK which went spotty for BBC 

Children in Need in the weeks        

leading up to the charity’s Appeal 

Night, with children and teachers 

dressing in spots, selling spotty cakes 

and goods, and taking part in spotty 

themed challenges to raise money. 
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As part of  the day’s 

fundraising activity, 

Nina treated students 

to an acoustic            

performance before getting involved in the 

teachers vs pupils spotty fundraising          

challenges, as she helped kick off this year’s 

schools fundraising  campaign. 

Speaking at the school, Nina Nesbitt said:   

 “It’s been an extremely fun day at Broughton High 

School going Spotacular with BBC Children in Need 

and Bank of Scotland to help raise money for               

disadvantaged children and young people across the 

UK. I’ve loved getting involved and I hope schools, 

teachers and pupils from around the UK are                     

encouraged to get their hands on a fundraising pack, 

go Spotacular and get  fundraising.” 

John Wilson, Headteacher, said  

“It has been wonderful to have Nina here 

with us today. The students always enjoy 

taking part in fundraising for BBC Children 

in Need and we hope to raise more         

money than ever during this 2017 appeal!  

We are very excited to put our spotty      

fundraising ideas into action for The Big 

Spotacular with BBC “. 
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English 

S2 pupils at the Rose Street Theatre, who went to 

see Brave MacBeth – August 2017  

S3 Project on   
Romeo and Juliet:     

pupils created 
masks to wear to 
a Shakespearean 
masquerade ball 

in class.                   
For homework, 2 
boys even made 
Shakespeare’s 

Globe Theatre out 
of cake!!              

Very tasty! 
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Media 

S3 made amazing “box sets”, 
imagining the bedroom of  
characters like Captain Jack, 
Mia from ‘La La Land’ and 
Kenny from ‘South Park’. 

S5/6 Higher/Nat 5 class          
prepared for their          
upcoming prelim with         
Revision Pong.                                  
It got a bit competitive to 
say the least… 

S4-S6 went to the 
Into Film Festival for 

a screening of            
satirical horror         

Get Out and a talk 
from the BBFC.  They 

were attentive,         
engaged, but most of 

all they got really, 
really scared! 
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Looking after our Neighbourhood  

Our school has been located on its current site since 1972, when it        

relocated from McDonald Road in the Broughton area of the city, about 2 

miles away.  

We feel very fortunate to be in such beautiful surroundings so close to 

Inverleith Park, the Botanic Gardens, and Stockbridge Village, and have 

been exploring ways in which we can encourage more outdoor learning.  

Santa Walk  
As this term comes to a close we donned our festive attire and 
merrily walked around Inverleith Park. Students were asked to 
dig out their favourite Christmas jumper or hat and contribute 
£1 to be part of the walk.  
 

The money raised will go towards Social Bite in the hope of 
helping to eradicate homelessness. The walk took place on 
Thursday 21 December during period 1 and 2 and students 
went round the walk with their tutor group.  
 

Whilst most of our pupils conduct themselves well in our local                

neighbourhood, there have been some issues with anti-social behaviour, 

particularly littering. The school has been taking a proactive approach to 

tackling this, and other reported unacceptable behaviours, through a 

whole host of initiatives, including assemblies, Community Council      

liaison, Youth Community Council membership, planning displays of 

work in local libraries, pupil council involvement, taking part in upcoming 

local events and a community concert. In addition, the S1 year group will 

be involved in piloting a local trail in the New Year.  

Early days, but watch this space! 

Students came across some challenges on their route, for example the piggy back time 
trial, the football striking distance challenge and the skipping challenge. We wanted to 

see how many students from tutor groups 
could jump in unison.  
 

Once students completed the walk they          
returned to their tutor class and  continued 
in the festive spirit with a Christmas Quiz,            
Boomerang app fun and teaching their tutor 
teachers ‘the floss’ which is a popular dance 
craze.     
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The Den  

Our Amazing New Nurture Space 

The Den 

Nurture - what is it and what do we do here? 

Our new Nurture Base, The Den, opened in September 2017. It is a 
safe space for pupils to come when they need time out but we also run 
weekly groups. Miss Deans and Mrs Gillespie have been enjoying 
getting to know all the pupils involved and playing lots of games with 
them!  Some highlights have been deciding our new name, what the 
nurture group rules will be and some epic games of Monopoly.              
Currently pupils who attend our groups come once or twice a week in 
small numbers. In this time we have been discussing and  developing 
the principles of nurture. Our principles (developed from The Nurture 
Group Network) are: 

 Teachers understand how we learn, grow and change. 
 The Den is a safe base. 
 We learn to care for ourselves and each other. 
 The words we use are important. We use words to explain how we are feeling. 
 My behaviour is telling you something. 
 Change is important (but not always easy). It helps us to grow. 

“It’s a place where you can leave everything outside, even if you have been in trouble. When you enter it’s calm and a 
fresh start.”  
Barclay, S1 

 

“I find The Den fun, you get to meet new friends and you get to know a lot about them.”  
Meriem B, S1 

 

“It’s a safe place and people here help work out each other’s problems that trouble them”  
Emily, S1 

We are all looking forward to developing ‘The Den’ and the work we do here. 

Duke of Edinburgh  

The Duke of Edinburgh team have been incredibly busy this term. 

In preparation for expeditions our 40 Bronze members have been 

training up on their camp crafts. 

They have also been working towards 

their British Heart Foundation Heart 

Start Award which covers a range of 

first aid skills from recovery position 

to CPR. 

Meanwhile our walking Silver            

participants faced the elements to 

complete their training expeditions. 

Our kayaking participants are eagerly 

waiting  for their training sessions to 

begin! 

Next term we hope everyone will be ready to tackle their final expeditions when the Spring weather returns! 

Please note all members need to complete their EDofE profiles to take part. 

You can keep up to date with all of our activities by following our twitter page, @Broughton_DoE 

https://twitter.com/Broughton_DoE
https://twitter.com/Broughton_DoE
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Broughton Swimming Team 
Well done to all the swimmers who competed for Team Broughton at the           

Edinburgh and Midlothian Swimming Championships on Sunday. Not only were 

personal bests smashed but medals were won by the following pupils: 
 

Milly Milne silver for 100 Butterfly  
Fraser Allison gold for 400 freestyle and 400 IM 
Angus Allison gold for 200 IM and 200 freestyle 
Orla Kennedy bronze for 400 freestyle 
Daniel Penman bronze 200 backstroke 
 

Congratulations to all who were involved!  

Senior Girls Basketball  
 

Since the start of the school year, the senior girls have been participating 
in the Scottish Schools Cup. During the League stage, the girls came away 
with a solid two wins and two losses. They progressed to the knockout 
stages but were undone by a very strong Dean Park High School side.           
Congratulations to all the girls who participated in the matches.  

Senior Boys Basketball 
 

The Senior Boys Basketball Team have also entered into the 

Scottish Cup this year (although the team is majority S3 and 

S4 pupils). They had a strong start with wins against Trinity            

Academy and St. Augustine’s  but a couple of hard fought 

losses in the latter stages of the league has seen them reach 

the Plate Knockout stages. Larbert High School will make the 

journey from Falkirk on Wednesday 20 December for this  

final game before the Christmas Break. Best of luck to all the 

boys and their coaches, Mr Marshall and Mr Williams.  

Girls Football 
Girls Football run by Miss Pia has flourished over the last couple of 

months with 25 girls regularly attending training on Mondays after 

school. The girls have been involved in festivals that have run at 

Broughton and also Holy Rood High School with some very good 

results and performances. The girls are really looking  forward to 

these continuing in the New Year.  
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Dance 
       S5/6 Specialist Dancers were invited to perform 

at the Traverse Theatre in November for 
Starting Now, a showcase celebrating the 
freshness, enthusiasm and talent of Scotland’s 

young dancers.  

(Photographs by 
Viktoria Begg) 

Several BHS pupils have been successful in  gaining         

entry to the Dance World Cup in Barcelona                 

representing Team Scotland.  
 

S1:    Paige Gay, Grace Watt, Lucy Anderson  
 

S2:   Holly McDonald 
 

S3:   Abby Moir 
 

S4:         Abby Loughran, Jude McLellan, Claire                   

 MacDonald  
 

S5/6:     Aimee Orr, Erin Moonie, Rebecca Gabriel,                                                    

 Rebecca Duke, Nicole Heron and                            

 Roisin Caulfield 

 

       Specialist Dancers, Sophie Martin, Aimee 
McDonagh and Jessica Lyall performed in 
The Gang Show at Edinburgh’s Kings Theatre 
in November.  

Auditions 

Any Current P7’s wanting to audition for The S1 Specialist Dance Course at Broughton should           

download an application form from the school website and send it in prior to the audition on         

Friday January 12 2018 from 2-4pm . 

 

Broughton Gymnastics 
 
The Broughton Gymnastics Club have been in full training for the Broughton 
Gymnastics Showcase and Regional/National competitions coming up in the 
New Year. Primary children have joined the Club this term with Flora                 
Stevenson and Ferryhill pupils attending sessions on a Tuesday and Friday 
which Miss Deans, along with senior pupils Honor Martin, Louise Robertson and Helena Duncan.        
                                                                               
Best of luck to all the Gymnasts taking part in the competitions after the Festive Break.  

http://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/specialist-schools/dance-school.html
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Inclusion Base 

The staff at the Inclusion Base have been super busy this term!! 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club has been running in the  Inclusion 

Base since October. Six S1 students attend it as 

part of SFL’s target nurture group.  

Workspace A 

Over 14 students from S1 – S4 daily attend youth work sessions within base to help 

build confidence, self-esteem and resilience. 

Staff have successfully secured funding from Broughton Association Funding to furnish 

a room within the Inclusion Base to enhance health and wellbeing within our students. 

Our aim is to create a chill out/counselling room offering a safe and inclusive space for 

students to talk openly and  honestly, with a staff member they trust.  

The room should be completed by January 2018.. SO WATCH THIS SPACE!!!. 

Students’ Achievements 

Staff are continually pushing our students to the best of their academic abilities, with many students this term 

successfully gaining NAT 3 and NAT 4 qualifications in many subjects, particularly English and Maths.                      

Massive well done to Ben Robertson, Curtis Morrison, Eden Jacome, Mateusz Sobieszek, Nicole Harrison and 

Brooke Crosby for their continued hard work and commitment.  

All staff within the Inclusion Base would like to wish everyone a very                                                                               

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

SfL 

We have had another busy term here in the Support for Learning Faculty.  

Staff update 

We have welcomed three new Pupil Support Assistants to the team, Ms Nasir, Mr Howe and Miss Allan.  They 
have been busy supporting our students across the school. 

Three of our lovely PSAs have successfully secured part-time teaching roles next term. Congratulations to Miss 
Treacy who joins the History department at Broughton, Miss Aalto who is teaching Modern Studies at Currie High 
and to Mr Williams who will be teaching PE at Trinity Academy.   Delighted to say that they will continue to work 
within our SfL Faculty. 

Within the Inclusion Base, we have been incredibly lucky to have Derek Harley  - St Stephen's Comely Bank Church 

Youth Worker - join us. Derek has voluntarily worked with a number of our students this term, providing 1:1 and 

academic support to students attending the base.   It is very kind of Derek to give up his time for our students and 

we very much appreciate this. 

Students in the Inclusion Base have also benefitted from specialist Maths teaching.   Mrs Davidson is now our 

Maths teacher in the Inclusion Base. She has worked with students this term to help them catch up and obtain                                                                                                                      

Maths qualifications. 
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SfL (continued) 
Next term we are saying Good Luck to one of our long serving Pupil Support Assistants, Ms Simpson. 

Ms Simpson has worked in Broughton High for over 10 years.  She has successfully managed our Time Out room 
and provided high quality support for students across the secondary curriculum.   We will miss her but wish her all 
the best in her new venture. 

Joint SfL & HFT ‘Family Fuel’ Project 

Since October 2017 a group of our S1 students 
have been participating in a joint project we 
developed with HFT.   Students worked with 
Mrs Murray, Miss Deans, Mrs Gillespie and 
Mrs Gormley to learn about food, cooking, 
healthy eating.  They then successfully 
planned an event.   

On Thursday 14 December, students prepared 
for a Christmas Lunch event where family 
members attended.   This was a great success 
and students and family members enjoyed 
eating a range of foods  organised by the    
students. 

Well done to all students and staff involved!  

Festive Fun 

On Wednesday 13 December, we held 

our annual Pupil Support festive lunch. 

Secret Santa gifts were exchanged and 

we enjoyed eating lots of lovely food!   

Sensory Room 

We are in the process of creating our new Sensory Room within 

the Inclusion Base.   This will be a calm room for students to 

come to.   We are lucky to have the help of two S4 students, 

Violeta and Morgan who are helping to set up this exciting       

resource.  Here are some pictures of them demonstrating our 

new lights! 

 Follow us on Twitter to keep up to date with               
SfL news 

The SfL Faculty would like to wish you all a very                                 
Merry Christmas!      

http://www.clipartkid.com/images/0/twitter-clipart-twitter-logo-2-png-rVEtd0-clipart.png
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City of Edinburgh              

Music School 
It’s been a busy year so far for both current and former Music School  students. 

On 1 November there was Día de Muertos (The Day of the Dead):  A  celebration 

of life through music, at the Queen’s Hall in Edinburgh, featuring former Music 

School student, Morgan Szymanski.  The event also featured current student,        

soprano Lucia Pagano, along with the City of Edinburgh  Music School String              

Ensemble and Guitarists. 

Excerpts from the show are available here:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niQH9Dn24Mo 
 

Aria from Bachianas Brasileiras:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=M6ogc4FEUq0 
 

Cielito Lindo:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=R8r9GiXMMtc&list=PLQXl_FlGA8JkoqGTjL5NpaNfO1Gpy4pmn&index=4 

On 24 November The annual Fanfare Concert at Central Hall, Tollcross, Edinburgh showcased the city’s young      

musical talent in a night to remember. With something for everyone – from rock to jazz, orchestral and classical – 

the evening highlighted the harmonious talents of Edinburgh’s young people from the City of Edinburgh Council’s 

Instrumental Music Service, the City of Edinburgh Music School and Youth Music Initiative, Piping Hot!                 

Performance Pipe Band.  

Sleep in the Park 
On Saturday 9 December a team of students and staff took part in the 

charity mass sleep-out in Princes Street Gardens to raise awareness and 

funds for the homeless.  Comedian Rob Brydon hosted the evening which 

also featured a number of local artists, including 15-year-old current         

student, Bonnie Higgs, who dedicated funds from her own song to Social 

Bite, the charity which organised the event . 

On 14 December soloists, senior student, Chiara Lordi , and primary student, Andy Wong,   

performed at the CLIC Sargent annual concert in The Usher Hall.   

CLIC Sargent Carol Concert  

A Christmas Wingding with                    

Jacqui Dankworth, Charlie Wood & 

Friends 

On Wednesday 20 December vocalist Jacqui Dankworth, and 

Memphis-born singer/keyboardist Charlie Wood, celebrated 

the festive season in the Queen’s Hall, with magical new           

arrangements of Christ  mas favourites, along with some 

jazzed-up holiday carols,  with a variety of  special guests  and  featuring special sets from   

students at The City of Edinburgh Music School.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niQH9Dn24Mo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6ogc4FEUq0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6ogc4FEUq0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8r9GiXMMtc&list=PLQXl_FlGA8JkoqGTjL5NpaNfO1Gpy4pmn&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8r9GiXMMtc&list=PLQXl_FlGA8JkoqGTjL5NpaNfO1Gpy4pmn&index=4
https://www.sleepinthepark.co.uk/
http://www.thequeenshall.net/whats-on/shows/jacqui-dankworth-2017
http://www.thequeenshall.net/whats-on/shows/jacqui-dankworth-2017
http://www.thequeenshall.net/whats-on/shows/jacqui-dankworth-2017
http://www.edinburghmusicschool.co.uk/
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                            S6 Leadership Team 2017-18 
 
   

After a thorough selection process of presentations and interviews, our S6 leadership team has been appointed 

as follows: 
 

Head Girl      Yik Yik Beh 

Head Boy     Andrew Chrumka 

Deputies      Leigh Heron 

                      Faithful Bentoro 

                      Arran Goddard 

                      David Allan 
 

We are expecting great things from this strong team of talented individuals. 

Debating and Public Speaking 

Our Debating team is off and running well once again.  The recent 

launch of Debate Mate at Edinburgh Napier University (Sighthill  

Campus) saw Broughton students present the show debate to a large 

audience.   

The UDL competitions 

commence at the end of 

January with round one 

being hosted here at 

Broughton.  Debaters 

have been attending training sessions on Wednesday and Friday 

afternoons and are hoping for strong results in this competition and 

the upcoming Debate Mate Cup.  Our senior debaters are using their 

skills and knowledge to coach the novice debaters. In doing so, they 

are working towards attaining their Level 5 Leadership certification.  

Many debaters are also involved in Public Speaking.  Broughton has 

entered two teams into the Procurator Fiscal’s Public Speaking Competition to be held at George Heriots mid           

January.     Students interested in public speaking or debating can visit Mrs Woods in E3. 

School immunisation programme 

Immunisation helps protect our communities from a wide range of illnesses. Thanks to immunisation, diseases 
such as polio have disappeared in the UK. However, these diseases could come back as they are still seen in many 
countries throughout the world - which is why it’s so important to get your jabs. 

The NHS Lothian Community Vaccination Team carries out an annual immunisation programme.  The vaccinations 
will be given in Spring term 2018.  Consent packs are being issued now.  Please discuss the consent pack at home 
and return the completed and signed consent form to school as soon as you can. 

The teenage booster to ensure protection from tetanus, diphtheria and polio will be offered to pupils in S3.  This 
completes the programme, begun in infancy, to give life-long protection. Any pupils in S4 – S6 who have not yet 
received this vaccination will also be offered this.   

In addition all S3 pupils are recommended a meningitis vaccine (ACWY).  This protects against several strains of 
meningitis.  Any pupils in S4 – S6 who have not yet received this vaccination will also be offered this. 
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This term has seen the launch of Broughton’s independent business, 

a social enterprise and co-operative called BRO. The aim is to tackle 

social isolation by bringing groups of people together from our  

community, and by delivering social events on an outreach  basis.  

Our strap line is “together good things happen” .   The enterprise is 

a not for profit company with all profits going 

towards projects and causes that tackle social           

isolation and loneliness. It’s an ambitious 

project with a very relevant social goal. 

A team of S5 and S6 students are leading this 

exciting new venture. They are working         

extremely hard to plan and deliver a fantastic service to the community. 

Not only are they developing excellent customer service skills, they are 

showing skilled team working, collaboration, organisation and creativity. 

We have witnessed at first hand, the growth in confidence that each 

young person is developing. Feed-back from customers has been really positive. 

BRO-Enterprise 

Social Cafe 

BRO Café runs on Friday afternoons in the HUB from 1.00-3.30pm. To date, the café serves hot and cold drinks, 

and home-baking.  Plans for the New Year include an extended menu with soups and toasties. It’s a great place to 

enjoy a chat and a snack and knowing that the profits are supporting good causes in the community.  Please 

come along to see for yourself. We open again on January 12 at 1pm. 

Workshops 

Two workshops have been trialled this term. BRO-Crafty is an arts and crafts workshop with a range of themed 

crafting activities. Our students have researched projects and together we have ensured that all the resources 

are in place for fun crafting experiences. Glitter has been a key material! BRO-Book Bairns is an interactive           

reading activity for little ones and their mums, dads or carers. So far, we have had readings of Shark in the Park 

by Nick Sharratt and Stick Man by Julia Davidson. We are not sure who enjoyed the sessions the most- the little 

ones or Broughton students!   Our new programme will be released early in the New Year. 

Training Programme 
The BRO-Enterprise is supporting five S4 students with skills for work and life. Our partnership with Chartwells 

Catering enables these youngsters to gain valuable skills in catering, hospitality and customer service. Each Friday, 

students spend the morning with Chartwells staff, baking goods for the café and preparing hot rolls for staff. They 

are doing a fantastic job and developing brilliant skills! 

What’s next for BRO-Enterprise? 

We will be planning our launch for late January, so watch this space for more news. You can follow us on Twitter, 

FB and Instagram at BRO-Enterprise. 

We will also be recruiting more volunteers and are especially keen to hear from students in S3 who might like to 

help out while seniors are on exam leave.  

                              Please email BRO-Enterprise@ea.edin.sch.uk for more information. 

mailto:BRO-Enterprise@ea.edin.sch.uk
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Punctuality 
 

Late-coming continues to be a problem for some students. We would like to stress the           
importance of  being on time and highlighting the impact of regularly being late. 
 

 Missing out on information  
 Falling behind with work 
 Disrupting the learning of others 
 

We have introduced an extra bell in the mornings and at lunch time. These bells are rung           
2 minutes before the start of the school morning and afternoon sessions and are to support 
punctual arrival to classes.  
We’d be grateful if parents would support us by ensuring that your child leaves the house in 
plenty of time to get to school. The dark, cold mornings make it difficult to get up and out of the house,  but this is 
such an important life skill and should be learned at school.        
 

 Thank you for your support. 

Thanks to all parents who have supported Broughton’s uniform policy this term.   Our  students look very smart 
and we regularly have members of the public commenting upon our students’ appearance. It’s good to see our  
youngsters out and about in the community representing Broughton with pride. As always, your support is needed 
to ensure that these high standards are continued throughout the winter, and so a reminder about our uniform 
follows: 
 

Girls       Boys 
Black trousers or skirt - NO leggings permitted  Black trousers 
White shirt and tie     White shirt and tie 
Blazer, black jumper or cardigan    Blazer or black jumper 
Black shoes      Black shoes 

School Uniform 

We have school badges, available from the School Office, free of charge to those who buy plain, black 
blazers.   Blazers are available from most department stores, or larger supermarkets for around £25.  We 
would love to see students from all year groups wearing a smart, black blazer with the school logo. 

Blazers 

Curriculum Pathways- Dates for your diary 

Students are about to make some important choices about subjects for next year.   See dates below for further 

information 

 Curriculum Information Evening 

Curriculum information for parents and students 
outlining the choices and supports available to 
learners with lots of opportunity to ask questions.  

S2 
 

10.1.2018 

S3 
 

11.1.2018 

S4 
 

16.1.2018  

      S5 
 
17.1.2018 



 

Broughton High School Twitter and Facebook 

We have official Broughton High School Facebook and Twitter accounts.   

If you would like regular updates about the school please like our Facebook 

page and follow us on Twitter!  

Contact Details: 

Broughton High School  

29 East Fettes Avenue 

Edinburgh EH4 1EG 
 

Tel: 0131 332 7805  /  Email:  admin@broughton.edin.sch.uk   
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https://twitter.com/BroHighOfficial  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Broughton-High-School/96241823763?ref=hl 

                     Dates for your Diary 
 
   Tuesday 9 January:   Pupils return to school 
  Monday 22 January:  Prelims start 
  Friday:  2 February:  Prelims end 
   Friday 9 February:   Last day of term 
  Monday 19 February:  All resume after Mid Term break 
  Thursday 29 March:  Last day of term  
   Tuesday 17 April:  Pupils return to school  

Lockers 

Lockers are issued to students from around mid September.   They cost £10, for the duration 

of your time at school, of which £5 is refundable on  return of the key.        

If keys are lost, a duplicate will be ordered, but the deposit is then forfeited.  Forms are       

available from Reception. 

mailto:admin@broughton.edin.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/BroHighOfficial
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Broughton-High-School/96241823763?ref=hl

