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Inside this issue: 
As I write this message I can hear strains of Christmas music from the school grounds, and 
the happy voices of young people singing along. This year’s ‘Santa Walk’ (now an annual  
fixture) is designed to promote friendships and positive relationships within the school, and it 
works a treat. It is always heart-warming to see our students forget the stresses of             
assessments and homework deadlines and just enjoy themselves, having fun being children 
and young people with bright futures ahead of them. The same applies to our staff! 
 

It has been another busy year in Scottish education and within Broughton HS. Constant 
change makes the aim to embed best and most effective practice a challenge. Added to this is 
the squeeze on funding for public services including schools. All parents and professionals 
who support young people’s life chances know that investing in their   education is in reality 
also investing in the future of our whole community.   Opportunities to fulfil potential and 
follow the right pathway should not depend on family circumstances and at Broughton we do 
our utmost to prevent social disadvantage getting in the way of leading fruitful lives.         
Everyone is entitled to develop the desire and ability to contribute back into society. 
 

In turn, our students are part of one of the most socially aware, compassionate and well-
informed generations in history. They have shown their desire to improve the life chances of 
our planet and have spoken loudly and clearly to say that we must all do better. Our young 
people are also aware of the need to provide support for those who are less fortunate. This 
year Broughton HS students took part in a number of charitable fund-raising activities,       
including a successful ‘Wee Sleep Out’ which has raised thousands of pounds to combat 
homelessness. For the third year in a row they and their teachers have gone out of their way 
to show they care. 
 

Our students have also led the way in developing the Boughton Community garden, including 
growing our own vegetables for the Broughton community café, run on Friday afternoons. 
When spring arrives we should see the first signs of growth from our very own Broughton 
orchard, the trees in which have been donated by generous parents. Thank you. 
 

It is fitting that the story of Christmas is conveyed through the birth of a child. The Christmas 
message is about hope for the future. Through care and compassion, through sacrifice for 
others, through choosing to do what is right rather than what is easy or convenient we can 
sing in harmony with young people’s call for a bright future. 
 

On behalf of all at Broughton High School I wish you, your families and your loved ones a very 
Merry Christmas. 

 

John J Wilson 
Headteacher 



 

 

Page 2 

Modern Languages 

British Sign Language 
 

Broughton’s first ever British Sign Language class 

worked hard to learn how to sign The Night Before 

Christmas which they performed at Assembly the last 

week of term.  This was a fabulous effort.  Well done 

to everyone involved.   

British Sign Language will continue to be offered as an S3 subject 

choice and next session pupils will also be able to choose it in S4.  

This will only be offered to pupils who have already studied it in S3. 

Celebration of Languages 
 

Broughton's annual celebration of all things linguistic took place at the end of September.  
Here are some of the events in which pupils and staff took part.  
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Modern Languages 

On Tuesday 19 November, S3 Mandarin pupils, accompanied by Mr 
Huang and Miss Baxter, took part in an Employability afternoon at 
The Balmoral Hotel.  The pupils learned about the importance of 
cultural awareness in the hospitality industry. They also learned 
about key employability skills such as CV writing and interviews.  

The pupils thoroughly enjoyed themselves and learned a lot. 

Barcelona 2019 

 
In June, 40 students and 5 staff took part in a        

language and culture excursion to Barcelona.   

As well as improving our language skills, we visited a 

range of sites across the city:  Nou Camp Stadium, La 

Pedrera, Figueres, The Dalí Museum, Ribes del Ter 

market in Girona, Portaventura and The Gothic 

Quarter, Montserrat.  The students thoroughly      

enjoyed the experience and they were a credit to 

the school and their families. 

Collège Saint Joseph - Exchange 
 
In July Mrs Tosh visited our partner school in Nozay, near Nantes, to prepare 
for our first ever exchange to France.  Preparations are well under way for the 
exchange in May.  S3 Broughton students will visit Nozay at the start of May 
and Collège Saint Joseph will visit Edinburgh at the end of the month.   
All students will stay with families.  We are looking forward to strengthening 
our partnership  

S1 – IDL 
S1 Interdisciplinary Learning students visited the Tourist 
office in October as part of their Enterprising Edinburgh 
course.   
 
They interviewed Spanish employees using the Spanish they 
have learned in class and also learned about the 
different  services the tourist office provides . 



 

 

Modern Languages 
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Helping Hand 
 

Mrs Tosh’s S4 Languages for Life and Work class have created their own business called Helping Hand. 

In class we learned about Social Enterprise and particularly the Social Bite.  We designed language themed           
t-shirts and the final logo chosen was designed by Aleisha Hogg.    We sold t-shirts in school and to some parents 
and made a profit of £100, which will be donated to Social Bite.  In October we visited the Social Bite Cafe in 
Rose Street and we were able to ask the manager and other employees questions about the business and the 
people it helps.   We have all thoroughly enjoyed this project. 

Spanish Film Festival 

In October S3-6 students enjoyed screenings of Spanish 
films during the Spanish Film Festival.  S3 students 
watched SuperLopez and S5-6 watched Yuli.  It was an     
excellent day which will benefit students in their learning 
as both groups study media as one of their National 5 or 
Higher topics. 

 

Seven Edinburgh schools, including Broughton, have been 
involved in an exciting writing project with Napier           
University students.  Our Advanced Higher French and 
Spanish students wrote articles which have been published 
in the Napier publication, WorldWide Napier.  You can read 
their articles here:  https://issuu.com/
edinburgh_napier_languages/docs/wwn4 
 
Some of our students attended the launch event for the 

magazine at the City Chambers on 5 December where they 

were able to meet students from other schools who took 

part in the project, as well as all the participating Napier 

students.  They were each given their own copy of the  

magazine.  Well done everyone. 

WorldWide Napier 

https://issuu.com/edinburgh_napier_languages/docs/wwn4
https://issuu.com/edinburgh_napier_languages/docs/wwn4
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34 S5 students completed Education Scotland’s two-day peer mentor training in 
September at Wardieburn/Royston community centre (Granton Youth Centre). 
 
Our discussions covered a range of topics ranging from           
bullying, consent, domestic abuse with a focus on gender 
based  violence.  Our mentors fully engaged with the          
content on both days and have led important conversa-
tions with our S1 students in PSE classes using a bystander 
approach and their leadership.   
 
Congratulations to all the mentors and we plan to keep 
these important conversations going into 2020!     
Please follow @MVPScot for more information. 

MVP 

On Thursday 5 December my childcare class and I hosted a Christmas party in 
the nurture base.   We invited 8 children from Crewe Road Nursery, we also 
invited members of staff and their children between the ages of  0-5. Two 
members of staff came with their children which was lovely to see. We also 
gave the children presents. To do this we shopped at second hand 
bookstores and bought books for the children.  We also made Hama beads to 
gift to them. The party consisted of three different craft tables which all had 
different activities.  Sergiusz Banaszak and Camille Llewellyn’s station         
consisted of the children making mini Rudolph the reindeers with pine cones, 
string and twigs.  Katie Rintoul and Erin Welsh made Santa fruit kebabs using 
bananas, strawberries, smarties and marshmallows. The third station was run 
by Jodie McKay and Elifsue Boyraz;  they made snowmen Christmas cards. 
We also had Sergiusz dress up as Santa.  I led the storytelling of ‘The Night 
Before Christmas’ and we all sang Christmas songs.  Mrs McKay’s son who is 
3 said “the party was wonderful and Santa and fruit kebabs were the high-
light” 
 

By Denim Ellis  

Childcare Class Christmas Party 

Shoebox Appeal 

Results from this year’s House Shoebox Appeal are as follows: 
 
Adam House 9 boxes 
Napier House 14 boxes 
Raeburn House 17 boxes 
Scott House 10 boxes 
 
Well done and thanks to everyone involved! 

https://pbs.twimg.com/profile_images/1128981882153181184/kNGiqpKL_400x400.png


Library 
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Starting February 2019 the Edinburgh International Book Festival started the Citizen Project in schools and 
communities, which sought to understand what citizenship means to people living in Edinburgh.  
 
Broughton High School was selected as one of the three schools participating, and Ms Gaion’s Creative Writing 
Club pupils were given the opportunity to participate alongside other S3 classes.  After months of preparation 
with writer-in-residence Claire Askew, our students performed at the Book Festival in August at one of the    
theatres, and the evening was a success! 
 
Broughton’s participation to Citizen also gave the students the opportunity to go and see Kirkland Ciccone and 
Jason Reynolds at the festival, and the amazing Lari Don came to school for an hour-long  conversation about 
creative writing and gifted all her books to the students. 
 
Also, Advanced Higher students attended the festival to see Laura Bates (founder of the Everyday Sexism  

Movement) talk about her new novel, The Burning. 
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This new academic year marked the official launch of our Bibliotherapy 
(#EscapeConnectRealate) lunchtime club. On Wednesdays around fifteen 
students have the opportunity to come to the Library and enjoy a Story 
Café (a part of a book is read to them, and then discussed) or some 
Readaxation (quiet, individual reading while listening to some relaxing    
music). Every week a different topic is tackled.  So far themes have         
included: social anxiety, depression, grief and loss, bullying, LGBTQ+ and 
racism. Because of the great enthusiasm and participation, now the           
students are watching the film ‘The Hate U Give’, which discusses and        
explains the #blacklivesmatter movement.   A film discussion will follow.      
A section of the library has been reserved for  Bibliotherapy books along 
with a display that includes an ECR toolkit, a folder containing all sort of 
explanations and book recommendations. 

This year’s Book Week Scotland’s theme was Blether, and 
here in the Library we celebrated in many different ways.      
A display of Scottish books was set up by our very own     
Library Ninjas, along with a ‘favourite Scots word poll’ to 
which students and staff alike participated. We also        
organised a lunchtime book swap, where students brought 
books they didn’t want to own any longer to the Library 
and swapped it for some new ones.   Finally, two authors 
came to visit us thanks to the Live Literature Funding that 
we won.  Recently,  Will Sutcliffe talked to two of our S3 
classes about writing humour. His brilliant workshop        
included some impromptu acting and the students were 
chuffed. The following day Helen MacKinven talked to Mr 
Brown’s Higher class about how to approach creative 
writing. 

Our Lunchtime Groups are going well! Our small but 
productive Creative Writing Club keeps producing 
wonderful work. This term they have participated to 
the Green Pencil Award, an Edinburgh-wide              
competition where students need to write a creative 
piece on endangered wildlife in Scotland.  We were so 
proud to learn that Yasmin Thornton has been 
shortlisted as a finalist among more than one        
thousand children! Her poem ‘Hope’ is all about         
seeing a positive future. Right now the club is working 
on Christmas poems to put up all around the Library. 
Our Thursday Book Group has been discussing           
Northern Lights by Philip Pullman and also been really 
enjoying analysing the BBC adaptation of the book! 
We have strong opinions about the on screen               
daemons!!    Plus, students have been reading and 
reviewing some AMAZING books for Teen Titles      
magazine. It’s a book review magazine full of honest 
and unedited reviews of the latest books for              
teenagers.  
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Library/continued 

This term saw our brand new S2 literacy programme Reading Ristorante 
come to life and, so far, it has been a success!   Based around the theme of 
an Italian menu, classes have the opportunity to spend some time reading 
and then    complete tasks choosing them from a themed menu.  Needless 
to say we went all out!    Tablecloths are laid out every lesson along with 
menus and ‘flower’ stationery jars. We also have a daily ‘specials’ board, 
where Ms Gaion and Ms Paton write seasonal  recommendations.  

BroBookBairns, part of Bro-Enterprise, has been 

going from strength to strength on Friday            

Afternoons.   

Our blend of crafting and reading has been going 

down a storm – we have read some great books, 

crafted some weird and wonderful things and          

celebrated all kinds of themes such as Libraries 

Week (this year’s theme was The Digital World and 

to celebrate we made our own Coding Bracelets), 

Bonkers Conkers and Love Your Pet! 

Merry Christmas from 

the Library!  

Season’s Readings! 



Page 9 

 

 

Expressive Arts 
The Expressive Arts Faculty have had a busy term with changes to staffing and 
courses.  In September we launched the Expressive Arts Week where we raised 
awareness of our individual subject areas and made greater links to the skills      
developed during our lessons.  The week of assemblies started off with our guest 
speaker Helena Good, Lecturer at Edinburgh College, who discussed her own           
creative journey starting in S1 at high school.  Duncan McNaught from the Music 
Department led the following assemblies where he further discussed ambition and 
possible career paths that benefit from the use of skills developed in expressive 
arts lessons.   

During the Expressive Arts Week Broughton Draws was launched for the second year by the Art 
Department.  The theme this year was ‘My Favourite Things’ and time was spent in many Art 
& Design classes researching a wide range of images for drawing reference.   The competition 
was opened to the whole school community and the variety of styles, use of materials and    
chosen objects was eclectic and inspired.  Winners were chosen for each category by our own          
department judging panel and prizes and certificates presented at the Christmas Concert. 
 

During Expressive Arts week the Music Department launched the Staff Choir led by Nic Paul.  
They have been practicing and having fun each week in preparation for their performance in 
the Christmas  Concert.  We hope the choir will continue to meet in to the new year as the  

benefits are clear to see for all involved and the enjoyment levels high.   
 

Staff printmaking workshops were also held in the Art Department during             

Expressive Arts Week where staff used botanical inspiration as a starting point.  A 

further staff workshop was held as part of the staff health and wellbeing                  

programme.  Staff completed observational drawings of birds using pastels.  The 

range and level of ability was so high, and their work is now on display in the Art 

corridor. 

The Expressive Arts Faculty are delighted to be able to announce that Broughton High 

School will be doing a production of Grease on the 23rd, 24th and 25th of June 2020.  

Auditions were completed with Duncan McNaught and Lori Kennedy who will be directing 

the show and as a result we have a fantastically talented cast and production team.  They 

have started work already and look forward to seeing you all at the show in June.      We will keep you posted 

on developments throughout the year.  This is first show in the school for several years and the excitement and 

enthusiasm are already starting to build.  Tickets will be available after the Easter break. 

The Music Department welcomed former student, Kate Aitken, now a                

successful professional opera singer, in September because of the                

deparment’s close ties with the Edinburgh International Festival.  

She brought with her a fellow singer – a tenor, and their accompanist – to      

present two workshops.   The purpose of the workshops was to bring the 

opera genre, widely perceived as exclusive, to pupils in school, to            

demonstrate how exciting and engaging it can be. The workshop was lively, 

fully participatory and highly informative.   

The department was impressed by how inclusive the session 

was with all the pupils joining in, even the more reluctant singers.  We look forward to being able to 

plan more exciting workshops across the Faculty. 
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Expressive Arts/continued 
Higher Photography students visited the Levon Biss, Microsculpture Exhibition at the    

Botanic Gardens with their teacher, Wendy MacDonald.  This was an inspiring exhibition 

of giant  insect portraits exposed in microscopic detail. Higher Photography students are 

currently working on their own photoshoots and folios and ideas taken from the                 

exhibition assisted them as they developed a range of ideas considering scale and colour. 

The Art Department were lucky enough to host a portfolio workshop with Kim McGill ivray who is a Lecturer 

at Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and Design, University of Dundee and a parent at our school.  The         

workshop was attended by staff and pupils from across Edinburgh along with pupils from Broughton.  The range 

of skills, use of materials, themes and scale of work was amazing to see first-hand.  Staff were also able to seek 

advice regarding applications to courses and university expectations for folios from our own Broughton pupils.  

Through connections with the Drama Department, Strange Town Theatre  Company 
came to Broughton High School to present their performance of ‘Dr Korczak’s Example’.   
The play tells the story of Dr Janus Korczak, a Polish educator and children’s author.        
He ran a radical orphanage in Warsaw before WW2 which experimented with the         
principle of respecting children’s natural rights.   The play charts the real-life experiences 
of the children and is drawn from Dr Korczak’s original diaries and adapted by David 
Greig. 
All S3 pupils were invited to come to the performance, and post-show discussion, and 

have been studying the topic within PSE and social studies as part of the Rights                

Respecting Schools Award. 

This year students had the opportunity to participate in a ‘Careers in the Film, TV and Theatre Industries’          

discussion with Casting Director, Anna Dawson.  She gave lots of great information about these industries and 

about life working as a casting director.  She provided tips on how to succeed in casting workshops and what to 

do, such as learning your lines!    She also gave students contact details for the 3 main casting agencies in        

Scotland and told us to get in touch and to keep trying.    “If you want to work in this industry you have to make 

those opportunities happen and not give up- just keep trying even if you don’t succeed the first 50 times you 

might on the 51st!”   

Following the session, she gave the department staff, Siobhan Wyman and Lori Kennedy, a list of 12 people she 

would like to see again for a filmed casting for a new movie!   Four of our students of have been selected to 

meet the director, Jim Loach for a final casting opportunity for the movie which is set to begin filming in          

Edinburgh early 2020.  Here’s hoping! 

Broughton Youth Theatre members are currently working on a Holocaust memorial play script 

Stand Together – Holocaust Memorial Day which will be performed in January 2020.    

27 January, the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, has been designated as 

the annual Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD).     Each year HMD has a different theme.   The 

theme for 2020 is ‘Stand Together’ which highlights the dangers and consequences of division 

in society and its impact on individuals and on communities.    

HMD 2020 marks 75 years since the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau and marks 

the 25th anniversary of the Genocide in Bosnia. 
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Higher and Advanced Higher students have also had the opportunity to see Kieran Hurley’s 

fantastic new play, Mouthpiece, at the Traverse Theatre.   Students were very impressed 

with the piece for its gritty and engaging depiction of the contrasting sides of Edinburgh.       

It was particularly good to see former student, Lorne MacDonald, in the lead role.   Lorne has 

since gone on to win a BAFTA for his performance in Kieran Hurley’s film ‘Beats’.  Students 

also had the opportunity to see the darkly atmospheric Frankenstein, adapted by Rona          

Munro, followed by a post-show discussion with the cast and producer. 

Staff from Art, Music and Drama have attended SQA Understanding Standards events held across Scotland to 
further develop and expand understanding and to share ideas for teaching in the Senior Phase.  These events are 
also a great opportunity for networking and catching up on fellow professionals’ experiences during the          
academic year.   
 
Analysis of results from the 2018/19 round of exams brought to the forefront the great work that is taking place 
in the Senior Phase in all our Faculty.  Some of the highlights were as follows: 
 

Art & Design Higher:    The Art & Design Dept out-performed national and city results. 
National 5 Art &Design:   100% pass rate, Grade A – 70% 
Music National 5:    100% pass rate 
Music Higher:     100% pass rate 
Drama National 5:    100% pass rate 

The Expressive Arts Faculty hope you all have a lovely festive break with friends and 
family.   

We look forward to the coming year and have plans for each department that will 
allow our pupils to gain new experiences both in school, in the community and      

further afield. 

 To end the year…. Members of the Grease cast & show choir had a success-

ful afternoon on Friday 13 December at Waverley Mall where they performed 

a  selection of Christmas songs along with their favourites from Grease.                 

The pupils, and staff, thoroughly enjoyed their afternoon, were a credit to the 

school and several passers-by commented on how much they enjoyed the        

performances.     One lady commented that the choir had ‘made her           

afternoon’.  

Well done to all involved! We hope you all get the opportunity to enjoy their 

singing in the coming year. 
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SPORT 

Young Ambassadors 
 
Broughton High School successfully recruited 2 new 

S4 YAs at the start of term. Craig Taylor and Jessica 

Lyall have strengthened the Young Ambassador Team 

which consists of S5 pupils. The YAs have worked 

hard this term to promote the after school                  

programme during assemblies, helped deliver the S1 

lunchtime club on a weekly basis and assisted with 

the lead coach in the high school and cluster after 

Dance 

Craig Taylor and Abbi Reid came out of their comfort 

zone to host the Edinburgh Active Schools North 

West Neighbourhood Dance Shows at the start of 

December. The two hosts along with Jessica Lyall, 

who was interviewed after performing with          

Edinburgh Dance Academy, were such a credit to 

the school.  Their wit and fast thinking on their feet 

made the night extra special.    

Well done to Craig, Abbi and Jess! 

Developing Young Workforce 
 
Edinburgh Active Schools have been 
working with a group of young leaders 
in S4-S6 in a citywide project to help 
pupils gain experience and                        
qualifications in sports they have a       
passion for.  
 
Cat McCready, the Active School Coordinator, has been mentoring pupils since the start of the term. All these 
pupils are now delivering different sports such as Football, Table Tennis, Hockey, Netball and Gymnastics as 
part of the after school programme at the High School or Cluster Primaries.  
 
 As part of the Coaching Academy, the young Leaders have met like-minded pupils citywide in various            
workshops such as Multi Skills Training and Disability Awareness Training.  The pupils will also attend                      
Safeguarding and protecting Children and First Aid.  

 
The pupils have been great role models and can be seen taking clubs every day of the week after 

school at Broughton.     
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Edinburgh and Midlothian Schools Swimming  
Championships 2019 
 

On Sunday 17 November, The Broughton High School Swim team competed 
at the 2019 School Championships at Ainslie Park.   All the swimmers did                   
extremely well with medals and personal bests by all swimmers.  
 
Results were: 
 
Greig McVicar     PB and Silver Medal for 100m Freestyle and Silver in the 200 IM with a PB 
Daniel Ritchie    Silver Medal for 200m breast stroke and received a Bronze in the 400m Freestyle 
Ben Gray   finished 7th with a PB in the 100m Back Stroke  
Angus Allison   Gold Medal in the 200 IM and 400 IM 
Aliyah Kaharevic  finished 13th overall in the 100m Back Stroke 
Milly Milne   Bronze in 200m Freestyle and Silver in 100m Butterfly 
 
Congratulations to all the pupils taking part and to the swimmers who have qualified for the Scottish 
Championships which are taking place in January.    

Netball 
 
The Netball Teams have had a busy term with the S1s and S2s competing in the Scottish Schools Cup this term 

and the S3s playing friendlies.  

It has been a learning curve with all teams but one that has been very enjoyable.   All teams have been          

successful at winning matches but unfortunately the S1s have not progressed to the cup knockout stages.        

However, The S2s will be keeping their hopes alive when they travel to Glasgow in the new year to play their 

knockout game.   Miss Jameson has been very impressed with the level of commitment, courage and resilience 

the players have shown and is looking forward to continuing training and games for all teams in the new year! 
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Media 

After hearing a presentation courtesy of Screen Education            

Edinburgh, a number of Broughton’s Higher Media class applied for 

the BFI Film Academy.  Out of hundreds of applicants, with only 20 

places available, three of Broughton’s own made it and are now on 

their way to making their own professional films!  Well done to 

Robin McGillivray, Isla Munro and Kelsie Skakle. 

Higher Media also took a trip to Edinburgh 

Playhouse for a musical version of this year’s 

study focus film, ‘The Adventures of            

Priscilla, Queen of the Desert’.  It was          

(to quote Felicia Jollygoodfellow)        

faaaaaabulous! 

ESOL 

S4 ESOL students visit Craigroyston Community High School 
 

Miss Young and I would like to warmly thank Ms Grant and her colleagues from Craigroyston Community High 
School for having organised such a fun and welcoming event on Tuesday 17 December.   Our S4 ESOL class met 
some of their pen pals and other ESOL students, not only from Craigroyston but from Castlebrae Community 
High School as well.  
 

It was a terrific opportunity to enjoy Human Bingo games, an international Christmas quiz and even a Life in the 
United Kingdom Test game of Kahoot.   All the students from the three high schools engaged marvellously and 
made the visit a success.  
 

Thank you so much to everyone who took part and made the experience 
so successful. What a delightful way of ending the year!     
 

Mrs González 
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Congratulations Broughton High School, we are very proud to announce 
that we have been awarded with Bronze:   Rights Committed. 
 

We are now working towards the Silver Award and hope to achieve this by 
June 2020.   This recognition will be massively helped by its promotion as 
widely as possible in classrooms and departments across the school.   
 

The week beginning 2 December, Mr Marshall and our Broughton RRS pupil 
representative discussed our focus rights through assemblies.   Please            
encourage conversation and discussion about the rights with your child. Staff 
are currently looking at how we can link the rights to lessons in the               
classrooms and at assemblies. 
 

Our RRS pupil representative attended a celebrated 30 years of UNCRC at Firhill High school along with other   
pupils and staff from across the city in November. 
 

Scottish Ministers and certain public authorities already have duties in relation to the Convention under the     
Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014. Scotland is on track to be the first part of the United Kingdom to 
incorporate the Convention which will be a landmark moment in the history of children’s human rights.  The 
Scottish Parliament have just announced a new Bill which they will introduce next year that will take a maximalist 
approach. We will seek to incorporate the Convention in full and directly – using the language of the Convention 
– in every case possible. 
 

If you would like to get involved and work with pupils and staff around children’s rights and build on what we are 
already doing across the school please get in touch with Mrs Thomas sarah.thomas@broughton.edin.sch.uk 

Unicef UK’s Rights Respecting Schools Award   

“Visiting Auschwitz Birkenau was a life changing experience.   Hearing the testimony 
of Eva Clarke and the story about her mother taught me not to look at the statistics 
behind the Holocaust and  instead develop a human connection which helped me 
understand a more personal view of the camp. This gave me a wider              
understanding on why we truly need to learn from the past.” 

Ellie Murray 

“On the 24th of September, we attended an orientation meeting hosted by the           
Holocaust Educational Trust. We listened to an account of Eva Clarke, a Holocaust 
survivor.  She shared with us her mother’s experience during the Holocaust. The    
entire room was silent for the duration of Eva’s personal experience.  She also shared 
with us about the treatment of her family in Prague and about how her mother and 
father received a letter in which they were asked to go to the train station. They were 
then brought to Terezín, a transient camp. She also detailed their experience 
throughout the camps and the inhumane treatment they received. It was a very      
difficult story to listen to and I wasn’t sure how to feel afterwards.  Eva advised us to 
go to Auschwitz with an open mind, she also told us that there is no preparing for 
what you see at Auschwitz.  Eva also said she has felt different every time she has 
been with the Holocaust Educational Trust.   At the end of her account, Eva shared 
with us that her Mother has visited Terezín and Mauthausen, two of the three camps 
she was held captive in.  However, her mother chose not to revisit Auschwitz.” 

Jennifer Dunne  

Two students from Broughton got to go with the Holocaust  Educational Trust to Auschwitz, Ellie Murray and         
Jennifer Dunne. 

Auschwitz Visit 

mailto:sarah.thomas@broughton.edin.sch.uk
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The week before the October break Mrs Thomson & Mrs Dines took 20 students to the WW1 trenches in 
France& Belgium. They followed in the footsteps of former Head of Maths, Peter Ross & other Broughton         
students.  It was an amazing trip and the diaries written by students who went on the trip  illustrate the impact it 
had.  

Battlefields Trip  

We are recruiting for 6th Broughton Pals Battalions- Battlefields Experiences with Mercat Tours in October 2020.   
The tour will depart on Monday 12 October and return on Saturday 17 October.  All S1-S5 pupils can join.   
 Come get a letter from Mrs French and sign up by January 17 2020 - 12 spaces have been filled already.  

Future Schools Award 2019 
Learners as designers of their learning environment 
 

The Future Schools Award 2019 was open to all schools within Edinburgh.   The Broughton 
High School team was successful in reaching the final of the competition, along with 4         
primary schools.  The final was held at the EICC on 27 November as part of the Education Buildings Scotland         
Conference 2019. 
 

The team of S3 learners from Broughton High School worked on behalf of the pupils, the staff and the local     
community to create a sustainable, multi-functional space, bringing the outdoors indoors.  They were keen to 
build upon the nurture facilities currently provided within the school.  They firmly believe all pupils should enjoy 
coming to school and feel a strong sense of belonging, whilst all parents/carers should feel able to engage with 
the learning environment. The team was keen to see the school’s enterprising initiative expand to further        
develop the employability skills of many pupils.  
 

The final design brings together several initiatives and projects currently running within our school and offers an 

entirely different vibe to benefit the pupils, the staff and our local community.  Broughton High School is an        

important part of our local community, we rely on our local community and we are endeavouring to improve our 

partnership working. 

The team enjoyed a very busy day, discussing their ideas with the general public and presenting to a wide range 
of industry experts.    Although they did not win the overall competition, the team members did the 
school incredibly proud and were a true credit to themselves!    Follow us on Twitter @Bro_STEM 



Support for Learning Faculty   
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It has been another busy term in the Support for Learning Faculty! 

Our Team    
This term we have been lucky to welcome 5 new Pupil Support Assistants:    
 Mrs Perez-Serna, Mrs Dyark, Miss Guilloton, Mr Black and Miss Tinning.   They join 
our other brilliant PSAs working in the faculty and across the range of subjects. 
In January 2020 we will wish Miss Ellis well as she leaves Broughton High and her PSA 
role.   Miss Ellis has been an incredible PSA at Broughton for over 5 years and will be 
very much missed by both staff and students. 

Learning Base    
Students attending our Learning Base have been making excellent progress.  They have been 
working towards achieving qualifications in a variety of subjects including:   English, Maths,   
History, Modern Studies, French, Spanish, Media Studies and PE.  Thanks to all staff                 
supporting our students in the Base. 

Students working hard in the Learning 

Base  

Outdoor Learning    
Every week a group of students have a session 
with our outdoor learning youth worker,     
Philip. Students engage in  various tasks, 
games and conversations to help improve their         
motivation and engagement at school.          
Students have  enjoyed these sessions and are 
looking forward to continuing these next year.                                         
Comments from students include “it’s fun”, “can I go more than once a 
week?”, “it’s good to meet new people”, “it helps me”.  

Cooking  
Every Monday afternoon a group of our students meet to prepare and cook various items with the support of 
Ms Williams and Miss Young. A variety of delicious treats have been created over the weeks and we are proud of 
how hard our students have worked.    

Yummy treats created by our students!  

Nurture Classroom 

This term we have been running 3 Nurture Groups: Core, S1 IDL & S2 
IDL.    Students have engaged well and covered topics including: Big 
Deal, Little Deal, Skills & Personal Qualities, Friendships, CV Writing and 
Jobs. We have been impressed with the contributions our students 
have made. Tara & Miss Young exploring ‘Big 

Deal, Little Deal’  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.basw.co.uk/sites/default/files/styles/highlighted_large_x2/public/adults-learning-disability-capability-statement.png?itok%3DNqFxAorA%26timestamp%3D1560942018&imgrefurl=https://www.basw.co.uk/capabilities-socia
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On Friday 6 December, over 50 students and 10 teachers 
took part in the Week Sleep Out’, which involved sleeping 
overnight in school to raise money and awareness for the 
issue of  homelessness. Throughout the night, we took part 
in various activities, such as quizzes, in a bid to raise money 
for Social Bite.  
 
We would love to raise over £2,000, so if you can, please 
donate! Your donation will help those who desperately 
need our help.  
 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/

showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=brosleep&pageUrl=2# 

Wee Sleep Out 

Support for Learning Faculty/continued 

Social Communication Skills Group 

Anger Triggers lesson with Miss Deans 
Our new Social Communication Skills group started this term.           
Students in S1-S3 have been exploring a range of themes.  
Excellent discussions and work produced by our students in 
all sessions – well done! 

SRA Corrective Reading programme/SfL English 
We have two S1 classes running this year with SfL teachers, Mrs Gillespie and Mrs Gonzalez.  Classes have been 
visiting the library and outdoor classroom.  They have also been practising handwriting, reading, talking and listen-
ing.  We are proud of how hard our students have been working. 

We would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas! 

Happy holidays! �  

And finally….. 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=brosleep&pageUrl=2
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=brosleep&pageUrl=2
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City of Edinburgh Music School  

Back in August the Edinburgh International and Fringe Festivals          

provided some interesting  opportunities for students at The City of       

Edinburgh  Music School.   Senior students 

attended a concert by the City of Birmingham  

Symphony Orchestra and Young Musician of 

the Year winner - Sheku Kanneh-Mason - at the 

Usher Hall and wrote a review. One of the     

reviews, by Stephanie Humphreys (S6), was 

chosen to be published in The Herald          

newspaper the next day. We were then visited 

by performers from the EIF who treated us to a potted version of Tchaikovsky’s Opera 

Eugene Onegin, followed by a trip to see the Berlin Opera’s production of the opera.    

To round off the festival, and a busy fortnight - Music School students performed a 

lunchtime recital in St Mary’s Cathedral. 

In September we enjoyed a vocal workshop with Wayne    

Ellington from the Royal Northern College of Music.  Nine 

former music school students were featured on Emile 

Sande’s Street Symphony series on BBC throughout                

September and November, and three reached the final! 

In October we helped the Queen’s Hall celebrate their 40th          

Anniversary with a ‘Flash Mob’ choir, and performances from 

Mhairi (S5) and Chiara (S6).    Second year students Joel, 

Gianpaolo and Douglas performed at The City Chambers for  

Taiwanese National Day Celebrations and the Tinderbox         

Orchestra delivered a workshop in the Assembly Hall. 

November started with the Music School Open Day and          
ended with the Lord Provost’s Fanfare Concert in the Central 
Hall - where many students took part in various ensembles 
and the Music School String Ensemble performed two pieces 
– one of them composed by Joel in S2, another featuring Lucy 
(S5) on solo violin.  Also this month - Music School drummers 
attended a workshop with Steve White (ex-Style Council, Paul 
Weller etc) and ex-student Saskia Eng was invited to switch 
on the Edinburgh Christmas lights on behalf of the NSPCC. 
 

Several students also performed with Dutch Violinist 

Tim Kliphuis and his Trio at the Queen’s Hall. 



City of Edinburgh Music School/continued 
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The Broughton Christmas         

Concert took place on 17          

December but before that our 

students performed at     

Lifecare in Stockbridge and 

the  Community Christmas 

Concert in the Assembly Hall. 

Throughout the term Music School students have performed in six Twilight Recitals on a Wednesday 

and every Friday, as part of the BroCafe Social Enterprise project. 

Broughton Curriculum 

Timeline 2019-20 

S2 S3 S4 S5 

Curriculum Information Evenings for         

parents and students will inform you of 

the choices and courses available to 

learners. There will be lots of opportunity 

to ask questions. 

The S4 evening will also provide               

information about SQA Qualifications 

and assessments. 

14.1.2020 21.1.2020 15.1.2020 23.1.2020 

Broughton Curriculum Timeline 

Always a highlight, this year didn’t disappoint. The weather was crisp and 
pupils set off to Inverleith Park with a spring in their step. The S6s did a 
great job running the outdoor activities, encouraging everyone to take 
part.  Pupils wore their festive attire and got excited about the end of 
term. A hot chocolate stall on the way back into school was a great end to 
the walk. What a memorable morning! 
We were delighted to fundraise 
£152.04 for a charity who have done 
some great work in our school.    

Merry Christmas! 

Santa Walk 
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Punctuality 
Late-coming continues to be a problem for some students. We would like to 
stress the importance of  being on time and highlighting the impact of regularly 
being late. 
  

• Missing out on information 

• Falling  behind with work 

• Disrupting the learning of others 
 

We have introduced an extra bell in the mornings and at lunch time. These bells are rung 2 minutes before the 
start of the school morning and afternoon sessions and are to support punctual arrival to classes.  
 

We’d be grateful if parents would support us by ensuring that your child leaves the house in plenty of time to 
get to school. The dark, cold mornings make it difficult to get up and out of the house, but this is such an         
important life skill and should be learned at school.  

Thank you for your support.  

Dates for your Diary 

 Thursday 9 January 2020 Pupils return to school 

 Monday 20 January 2020 Prelims start 

 Friday 7 February 2020  Last Day of Term 

 Monday 17 February 2020 Pupils return to school 

Lockers 
Lockers are issued to students from around mid September. They cost £10, for the 
duration of your time at school, of which £5 is refundable on return of the key.         
If keys are lost, a duplicate will be ordered, but the deposit is then            
forfeited. Forms are available from Reception.  

School Uniform 
Thanks to all parents who have supported Broughton’s uniform policy this term. Our students look very smart 
and we regularly have members of the public commenting upon our students’ appearance. It’s good to see our 
youngsters out and about in the community representing Broughton with pride. As always, your support is        
needed to ensure that these high standards are continued throughout the winter, and so a reminder about our 
uniform follows:  
 

Girls        Boys         
  

Black trousers or skirt - NO leggings permitted  Black trousers  
White shirt and tie      White shirt and tie  
Blazer, black jumper or cardigan    Blazer or black jumper Black shoes Black shoes  
 

Blazers 
 

We have school badges, available from the School Office, free of charge to those who buy plain, black blazers. Blazers 

are available from most department stores, or larger supermarkets for around £25. We would love to see students from 

all year groups wearing a smart, black blazer with the school logo.  



CONTACT DETAILS 
Broughton High School 
29 East Fettes Avenue 
EDINBURGH  EH4 1EG 

 

Tel:  0131 332 7805 
Reception Hours: 

Monday to Thursday:  8am – 4.10pm/Friday: 8am-1pm 

Email:  admin@broughton.edin.sch.uk 

Broughton High School Twitter, Facebook and App 

We have official Broughton High School Facebook and Twitter accounts. 
 

If you would like regular updates about the school, please like our Facebook page, follow us on 
Twitter and download the school app! 

https://twitter.com/BroHighOfficial 
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To download the App scan the QR code above, or search 
‘SSA’ in the Apple or Google App Stores. 

 

Powered by www.appscentral.co.uk 


