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Inside this issue: 

One Year Ago… 
At this time last year we were still hoping for a vaccine that would save thousands of 
lives and restore a   semblance of ‘normality’ to our daily living. We did not know how 
long the world would have to wait, and we were not sure whether schools would be 
able to open their doors during 2021. That meant parents and   carers were not able to 
plan their working environment for any point in the year– not knowing whether     
working meant being at home with the kids or at the normal place of work.  
At this time last year we were told that we could not have normal family gatherings 
during the festive      season, due to the risk posed to vulnerable loved ones, particularly 
the elderly. Travel was at a virtual    standstill. It seemed like we were at the precipice of a very unwelcome 
and unforeseen cliff-edge, being pushed by a tiny and deadly invisible enemy. 
A year on, and we are in a much better place. Yes, Covid is still with us, and it is probably here to stay, like 
several other transmissible diseases. It seems Covid will continue to hamper our lives for some time, but we 
have turned a very significant corner. Scientists understand the virus much better now, and we have        
developed several tools to mitigate the impact it can have on our health and our well-being. We just need, 
individually and as a society, to control the virus rather than letting it control us. 
 

Every Day At Broughton HS 
Students in school are continuing to show remarkable patience and resilience in the face of the new         
demands of school life. I greet hundreds of young people arriving at school every morning, and almost all of 
them are wearing masks or carrying their exemption card. They have learned to put up with the                    
inconvenience, acknowledging that it is for the greater good. They are also acutely aware that increases in 
case numbers, serious illnesses or death rates may result in school closures again. They are desperately keen 
to do what they can to keep their school open! 
One of the major lessons that wider society has learned over the past 20 months is the centrality of schools 
to our lives. We have seen that when school closures affect everyone in society. Parents, grandparents and 
family relatives are required to childmind, employers are required to change shifts or do everything online, 
and some sections of industry simply cease to function.  
For children and young people themselves, school closures are very unwelcome. They are not like the      
occasional ‘snow day’ and nothing like holidays. The lack of camaraderie with peers; the reduction in physical 
interaction; the inability to develop and grow in the company of others, and the lack of being and seeing role 
models: none of these can be replaced by images on a screen, however technically advanced we have        
become.  
Learning can and does happen online, of course. For some subjects and topics it is a good medium through 
which information is shared and absorbed. For several weeks this year it was the only way for our young 
people to engage with school learning. But it simply is not the same as being in a dynamic classroom, where 
the whole space is safely devoted to learning collectively. The excitement of learning with others, and the 
emotional satisfaction gained from getting things right or wrong together simply cannot be replicated. These 
are just some of the reasons why being at school is so vital. 
 

What Next? 
None of us has a crystal ball to the future, but we hope that this virus has probably already done its worst. 
While the struggle against Covid has not ended, our scientists and medics have its measure. We know also 
that we can minimise risks by following certain behaviours. So, we can enjoy life and have fun again while 
keeping each other safe. 
We also know that the resilience and flexibility that young people have developed over the past 20 months 
will stand them in good stead when facing personal and societal challenges in future. 
I sincerely hope that you and your family are able to enjoy some time together, overindulge a bit too much, 
and appreciate the small but significant steps back to normality this Christmas.  

John J Wilson 
Headteacher 
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Shoe Boxes 

Again Broughton High School did a 
brilliant job packing 62 Shoe Boxes 
for Blythswood Care.  The House 
points were:  Adam 12 , Scott 
17, Raeburn 17 and Napier 16. Well 
done to each and  everyone of you 
who took part.  

Walk for Freedom 2021 

On Saturday the 16th of October 2021, many silent protests were held all over the globe to raise  
awareness of Human Trafficking and Modern-day Slavery.  A group of us from Broughton High took 
part in a protest here in Stockbridge, the only one in Scotland as of this year.  The time it took for us to 
walk gave us the time to think about all the people who have been made victims of Human Trafficking 
and Slavery in our world, in our country and even in our city.  It also allowed us to witness how people 

react. To my surprise, most people were         
interested in our cause and some even asked 
questions.  I sincerely hope that along with 
protests, work done by A21 and SOHTIS, the 
rising awareness of these crimes and any other 
effort we can make, that people will no longer 
think that they have the right to treat people 
like items that can be bought and sold.  Keep 
the date and join us next year, October 
15th 2022 @ 2pm.   

Alyssa Morgan 
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Walk for Freedom/continued 
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Our charity Santa Walk took place on Thursday 16 December in  Inverleith Park.  
The walk lasted about 30-40 minutes.  There was a quiz and festive challenges 
for each Tutor Group to take part in.  We suggested a donation of £1 which will 
go to Social Bite, a charity that works to prevent homelessness.   Our school  

donations will provide Christmas meals for Edinburgh’s homeless 
community.    Students were encouraged to dress in festive attire
- sparkles, Xmas hats and jumpers, etc!   
There was also an opportunity to buy a hot chocolate drink at the end of the walk from 
our S6 elves, proceeds from which will go towards fundraising for their Prom.  
If you wish to donate directly to Social Bite, you can find a link here: 
https://social-bite.co.uk/buy-a-homeless-person-christmas-dinner/ 

 
N.B.  S6 are delighted with the money they raised making hot chocolate - £188.50 towards Prom   
Fundraising. 
 

Also, Well done to all Tutor Groups - I’ve loved looking at all the photos on Twitter.  
 

Thanks to those who handed in their challenge sheets- chocolates are winging their way to: 
 

First place  - 1R1 
Second - 3S1 
Third - 1A1  

Mrs Thomson 
 

 
Proceeds raised from the Santa Walk, so far, amount to £526.68.    

Thanks very much to all involved. 

Santa Walk 2021 

https://social-bite.co.uk/buy-a-homeless-person-christmas-dinner/
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Modern Languages 

Worldwide Napier Project 

For the third year in a row, Advanced Higher 

French and Spanish students, along with         

students from other secondary schools across 

Edinburgh, have taken part in a collaborative 

writing project with Napier University.  Both classes were paired 

with a Napier student who visited the class in person to help 

students plan and write a discursive, persuasive or informative 

essay on the topic of ‘revolution’.   Both classes were supported 

by Laure Vandenbergh.  The French article was on the topic of 

Belgian feminism, while the Spanish article was on the topic of 

the Spanish Civil War. 

If you would like to read their articles, you can do so here.  We are very proud of our students’ 
achievements:   https://issuu.com/edinburgh_napier_languages/docs/wwn8_web 

Visit Scotland 

Our S1 students learn Spanish, business and ICT skills through an interdisciplinary 
short course entitled Enterprising Edinburgh.  Pre-Covid, we would take all students 
to visit the tourist information centre in the Royal Mile as part of their course, but 
with the current restrictions in place this was 
not possible.  We were delighted that Rebecca 
López Valdés, from Visit Scotland, agreed to 
‘visit’ us remotely and each IDL class has been 
able to hear her talk about the services offered 

to tourists.  They were also able to ask her questions using the 
Spanish they have learned.  Students also took part in a treasure 
hunt in Stockbridge to find out about local businesses with a  
Spanish theme.   Well done S1! 

French Film Festival 

In November a group of S3 students accompanied by Ms Maes and 

Mr McLaren attended an in-person viewing of the film, Fahim, 

about Fahim Mohammad, a world junior chess champion born in 

Bangladesh in 2000 and currently playing in France.  

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed their visit. 

https://issuu.com/edinburgh_napier_languages/docs/wwn8_web
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Modern Languages 

Spanish Film Festival 

In October, a group of senior students were able to go to the 

Spanish film festival in person again this year.  We were so 

lucky to have our own auditorium at the Filmhouse.                 

Students watched the film Los Lobos.  Lucien McKernan in 

S4 has written a short review of the movie: 

Los Lobos Review 
 

IMDb: 7.1/10 4/5 IndieWire 92% Rotten Tomatoes 
Los Lobos “The Wolves” 

 

The S4s went to the Film house to watch the film “Los Lobos” because the school year was studying 
Spanish. 
The film was released in 2019.  Samuel Kishi was the director of the film.  He’s also directed movies  
Mari Pepa, We Are Mari Pepa and Luces Negras, but Los Lobos is his top reviewed film. 
The film was about immigrant siblings who let their imaginations run wild as they dream of going to   
Disneyland one day. 
The main characters are Lucía, played by Martha Reyes Arias with her two children, Max and Leo 
played by Maximillano Najar Marquez and Leonardo Najar Marque. 
My personal opinion, I liked the movie.  If I could change anything - I’d change the ending.  I’d rather 
the family being finally able to go Disney with a happy ending.  But overall, I thought it was a good film.  
8/10.  

S4 Languages for Life and Work 

Mrs Tosh’s S4 class decided to approach the employability skills aspect of their language course by 

creating and running their own business.   

The class designed marketed and sold language themed tote bags and notebooks.  Alix McLeod    

designed our company logo, and Mrs Leggat and Mr Selalmas from the CDT department helped us 

digitise the design.                                                                                                                                              

As well as learning valuable employability skills,       

students also made a small profit which they have 

chosen to give to the Social Bite social enterprise 

charity.                                                                                       

We will hand over our cheque to staff working at 

their café in January.  A massive thank you to all the 

staff who bought our products. 

Page 5 
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Modern Languages 

Celebration of Languages 

Broughton’s annual Celebration of Languages at the end of September         

celebrates the diversity of our students and the different languages spoken 

by many of them - to date over fifty languages.  This year students in all years 

took part in a world music quiz.  S2 Mandarin students learned the sport of 

shuttlecock kicking with their teacher, Mr Huang.   S1 students designed  

posters for next year’s events and 20 lucky students took part in a British Sign 

Language workshop with our very own Mrs Chrumka.  One S3 class decorated 

their own tote bags with a language theme.  S5 and 6 French and Spanish classes took part in a          

translation duel where they worked in teams to produce a translation of a poem given by their teacher.  

Each group had to explain and justify why they translated words in a particular 

way.  French classes translated slam poetry and Spanish classes translated Gacia 

de la terrible presencia by Federico García 

Lorca.    Well done to everyone involved.   

Five former students (Isla Melee, Caitlin 

Paterson, Anthony McDonald, Tommy 

Sprio, Greta Tobermann) visited us           

remotely to talk to S4-6 classes about how 

they have used their languages studied at 

school for work, travel and study since 

leaving school.  Their journeys have all 

been fascinating and our classes             

thoroughly enjoyed hearing about them 

and drawing inspiration from their 

achievements.    

One of the most enjoyable activities was 

watching S1 students share information 

about the language(s) they speak and their 

cultural heritage.  The presentations were 

so impressive. 

Collège Saint Joseph Nozay  

S1 pupils have been paired up with pen-pals in our partner school near Nantes.  Their letters should   
arrive any day now and we are eager to receive them.  Broughton students will reply in January.            

Students write in a mixture of French and English and exchange information about 
themselves, their school and their interests. 
Ms Maes’ S3 French class is involved in a fabulous video exchange project with a 

class of similar age in Collège Saint Joseph.  So far they have exchanged videos 

about themselves, their schools and Christmas/New Year. 
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Modern Languages 

Assessments and Revision 

Congratulations to S4-6 students who worked hard for their recent writing assessment. In January,    
S4-6 students, and those working towards GCSE Arabic and Polish, will have their prelims.  All students 
have been given a revision pack with details of what and how to study and useful links to use.             
S4 classes have also been given the same information on a Bitmoji classroom which they can find in 
Teams (pictures below).  Everything in the picture has a link which will take students directly to the 
revision resources.  Work hard but don’t forget to have a break and enjoy the festive period. 
S4 Mandarin assessments will be later in the term. 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Covid-19 has not stopped our determined Duke of Edinburgh 
Award participants working on their profiles.  With support over 
Microsoft Teams from our super teacher volunteers,               
participants have been able  to amend and adapt their three 
sections (volunteering, skill and physical) to make them Covid-

safe.  They have 
helped elderly  
neighbours with 
shopping, become 
penfriends with care home residents, encouraged younger 
siblings with their school work and music practice, joined the 
nation in finding their passion for baking, walked, ran and   
cycled what seems like every possible path in Edinburgh and 
kept themselves busy and purposeful.  #DofEwithadifference 
 
Expeditions have returned with a few adaptations.  For now, 
there is no overnight camping and pupils are allowed to      

return home at night to sleep.  We have been able to get several expeditions out already this term which 
is helping to deal with the backlog of pupils needing expeditions.  
The next Bronze Expedition will be at the end of February.  This expedition is open to all pupils 

who have completed their Bronze profile.  There are a few pupils close to this point so I          

encourage them to complete their profiles asap. 

Miss Shearer 
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Advanced Higher Geography 

Social Subjects 

S6 students visited Leith, Yellowcraig Beach 
and Figgate Burn in order to collect data for 
their Advanced Higher Geography “Study”.   
The weather was kind for all three trips and 
the students were able to  measure urban  
renewal, gentrification, sand dune succession 
and whether Figgate Burn complied with the 
Bradshaw Model.  They are all busy writing up 
their results.  

Staff and pupils contributed towards             
celebrating BHM during October this year.        
Virtual assemblies, S4 pupils speaking to S1 PSE 
classes, displays around the school and daily 
inserts for staff.  

A hugely successful event celebrating diversity 
and culture. 

Behind the Scenes for Black History 

Scottish Caribbean Association 

 Lisa Williams from The Edinburgh Caribbean Association spoke recently to our anti-racism 
group on a whole range of issues covering the historical use of  power structures to oppress 
and separate race.  
Lisa spoke about the many different opportunities there are to celebrate and embrace the        
diversity that exists in communities and this is a particular focus for the anti-racism group in 
the near future. We are also hoping to take part on one of Lisa’s guided walks around             
Edinburgh to look at the historical links Black History. 
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S6 pupils recently presented their well-being tool at an Edinburgh Book Festival event. 
The pupils had been part of a young citizen scientist project through their Psychology class and in       
partnership with Edinburgh University created a wonderful website to support other young people       
during lockdown.     
Well done to both Holly’s, Eve, Alyssa and Katy!   Excellent ambassadors for Broughton High School.   

Wellbeing 

Anti Racism Group 

We were delighted that Sir Geoff Palmer was able to virtually meet Broughton’s Anti-racism group. It 
was a fabulous event where pupils heard some of Sir Geoff’s story and then presented to him some 
of the work they have been involved with this year. Sir Geoff was so impressed by the group he 
tweeted:   



Library 
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REOPENING 
 

This first term has been busy! Although not back to full normality, it was such a pleasure to be able to 
reopen the Library to some capacity. With the proper risk assessment and mitigations, the Library is 
now operational and students are able to enjoy the space. 

LITERACY CLASSES 
 

Literacy classes have now resumed.  S1 and S2 classes have a library period every two weeks where they 

come to the Library, browse for books and read for the period.  Ms Gaion has also put together a wide 

range of creative activities for students to do, from illustration to creative writing. 

BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH AND COP26 

 

Library displays are also 

back in full swing! Students 

helped the Librarian and 

Ms Mirando to put up a 

display for Black History 

Month. There were books 

about every topic, from 

fiction to nonfiction,   

graphic novels and picture 

books,  classics and       

contemporary.  Ms Gaion 

put up another display for 

COP26 to raise awareness 

about the climate crisis. 

The Library has a wide 

range of resources to learn   

more about BLM and          

Climate Change.  

BOOK WEEK SCOTLAND 
 

This year we had a quiet Book Week Scotland. However, it was a 
delightful week-long celebration of reading and stories. Students 
were invited to write what Celebration means to them, and their 
responses are now displayed in the library. Staff received a free 

book and students that participated in the BWS    
activities also received a free book. There was a free 
book drive and Book Group students will be           
interviewing author Patience Abgabi about her novel 
The Infinite as a bonus Book Week Scotland activity. 
The interview will be published in the next issue of 
the magazine. 
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Library/2 

LUNCHTIME CLUBS and GREEN PENCIL AWARD 
 

Lunchtime clubs have resumed. On Mondays students enjoy some creative writing. They write anything, 

from poetry to fiction to creative nonfiction. Some students work on their personal projects,  others are 

writing stories together, and some participated in the Green Pencil Award. The club had a lot of fun 

writing stories and poetry about Climate Change in Scotland. On Wednesdays a diverse group of          

students come to Bibliotherapy, a reading for wellbeing project all about reading for emotional and  

mental wellbeing. Led by an S6 student, the participants enjoy story cafes that tackle topics like racism, 

depression, anxiety and much more. Alternating hard-hitting sessions to lighter ones, the conversation is 

always inspiring and engaging.  On Thursdays students come along to Book Group, where they have     

lively discussions about their favourite books, read books together and have early access to Teen Titles 

books to review.  At the moment the Book Group is reading The Infinite by Patience Abgabi.  

TEEN TITLES AND BRIGID KEMMERER INTERVIEW 
 

Teen Titles is a magazine of honest book reviews written by students. Ms Gaion is 
co-chair of the magazine, and is given a pile of books for students to read and       
review. This term Broughton Students had the opportunity to interview NYT  best-
selling author Brigid Kemmerer.  
This interview will be published in the next issue of Teen Titles, and students had a 
blast coming up with questions. 

CHRISTMAS FUN! 
 

For the last two weeks of term the Library has turned into a 

Christmas activity workshop. Literacy classes can enjoy snowflake 

making, crosswords and word searches, designing bookmarks and 

writing a festive scene. Book 

Group put up the bookish 

Christmas Tree and now the 

library is fully decorated! 
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Active Schools – School Sports Clubs 

This term we’ve seen an overwhelming response from 
pupils to get involved with school sports after a year of 
very little activity for many. With both competitive and 
recreational clubs on offer, we have more than 200         
pupils regularly 
taking part in the 
clubs weekly.  
 

Clubs take place 
throughout the 
week, and some 
on the weekend, 

with the majority taking place on a Monday with many pupils 
looking to start the week off right! A wide variety of clubs on 
offer with more hopefully to start in the new year. Our aim is to 
have an option for all pupils to take part and feel included,       
taking down any barriers that stand in their way to take part. 
 

The whole programme is run voluntarily from our wonderful teachers, giving up their spare time to give 
our pupils these opportunities. We also have a group of senior pupils now leading sessions for our 
younger age groups as they begin to learn the ropes for future careers in the coaching world. 
A massive thank you to all who help out and enhance our pupils’ school experience. 

Dance 

Arwen Seilman, S5 
 

Recently, Arwen has been cast in ‘West End Musical Christmas’ held at the Lyric Theatre                                               
in London on 13 and 20 December.   This marks her West End and professional debut.                                             
She is also part of the Stagebox Edinburgh Elite team and was awarded their Elite                                                  
Company Cup as a recognition for her work ethic, generosity of spirit, outstanding work                                         
and positive approach to training. Furthermore, with Stagebox she has been selected for                                                  
representation by their management after successfully auditioning in London.  
Arwen has also filmed and recorded with Stagebox as part of their Diversity Project, and                                                
she performed at the Royal Academy of Music in London.   

 

She continues to work hard as a member of Tap Attack company, working towards performing at Move It                               
(the World’s Largest Dance Convention held in London) on their main stage.   

Arwen was also chosen to be a Junior solo tap representative for Team Scotland at the 2020 Dance World Cup, 
held in Telford during 2021.  She gained 90 marks achieving 7th place. She also presented an event for Black History 
Month as part of Edinburgh Festival Carnival’s team.  

Benjamin Brett, S2 

It’s very exciting for me this winter as I am performing in Scottish Ballet’s               
production of The Nutcracker!  I will get to perform 23 times as “Fritz” in the       
Edinburgh Festival Theatre, Theatre Royal in Glasgow and I will even go and stay in 
a hotel for a week to perform in the King’s Theatre in Belfast!  I have really enjoyed 
all the performances I have done so far and I look forward to the ones still to 
come! 
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It has still been a difficult and challenging time in HFT this year, however Broughton pupils have still 
managed to carry out limited practical activities.  
 

S1/2 BGE  
Our S1 pupils took part In a pizza 'Design and Make' challenge, and S2 pupils made a range of lovely food 
dishes In a 'Ready Steady Cook' challenge! Such fun!! 
 

S3 HFT - Gingerbread Houses—The Great Broughton Bake Off 
 
Again, our HFT S3 pupils have been  
working really hard to get their            
Gingerbread houses planned, baked,         
constructed and décorated in time for 
Christmas.  Each pupil has had to use lots 
of skills and techniques, and the results 
are FAB-OUL-OUS!!    Not exactly healthy 
eating, but what a treat for Christmas! 
 

Nat 5 Cake Craft Prelims 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all of us in 
Health and Food Technology. 

Health and Food Technology Department News 
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Meet the S6 Leadership Team 
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Broughton Curriculum Timeline 

Curriculum Pathways - making course choices 

***Curriculum Information Evening invites will be sent 

via text in January. 

Broughton Curriculum Timeline 

2021-22 

S2 S3 S4 S5 

Online Parents Consultation Evenings 

Opportunity to discuss your child’s progress in      

learning with subject teachers and Pupil Support 

Leaders. 

    12.1.22 23.11.21 

Review of Learning starts 

Learners will consider career management skills     

including their strengths and areas of interest, before 

making considered choices for the next stage of their 

curriculum. 

10.1.22 10.1.22 6.12.21 6.12.21 

Online Curriculum Information Evening 

Curriculum information for parents and students    

outlining the choices and supports available to          

learners. Input from Skills development Scotland. 

17.1.22 19.1.22 11.1.22 13.1.22 

Provisional choices completed 

This early provisional choice is important because it 

ensures that staffing is planned and in place. 

5.2.22 5.2.22 11.2.22 11.2.22 

Final choices completed 

Learners’ courses are reviewed and confirmed. 
22.4. 22 26.3.22 26.3.22 26.3.22 

New Timetable starts  End May 2022 (tbc) 

Parents can read about all the course on offer on our school website, here:    
 
https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/curriculum/course-choice-s4.html 

https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/curriculum/course-choice-s4.html
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Punctuality 
Late-coming continues to be a problem for some students. We would like to stress 
the importance of  being on time and highlighting the impact of regularly being 
late. 
  

• Missing out on information 

• Falling  behind with work 

• Disrupting the learning of others 
 

We have introduced an extra bell in the mornings and at lunch time. These bells 
are rung 2 minutes before the start of the school morning and afternoon sessions 
and are to support punctual arrival to classes.  
 

We’d be grateful if parents would support us by ensuring that your child leaves the house in plenty of time to get 
to school. The dark, cold mornings make it difficult to get up and out of the house, but this is such an important 
life skill and should be learned at school. Thank you for your support.  

Dates for your Diary 

    

   Pupils resume after Christmas Break 6 January 2022 

   Senior Phase Preliminary Exams    w/c 24 January 2022 

   Online S2 Curriculum Evening  17 January 2022 

             Online S3 Curriculum Evening  19 January 2022 

   Online S4 Curriculum Evening  11 January 2022 

   Online S5 Curriculum Evening  13 January 2022 

Lockers 

Lockers are issued to students from around mid September. They cost £10, for the 
duration of your time at school, of which £5 is  refundable on return of the key.   If 
keys are lost, a duplicate will be ordered, but the deposit is then forfeited. Forms are 
available from Reception.  

School Uniform 
Thanks to all parents who have supported Broughton’s uniform policy this term. Our students look very smart and 
we regularly have members of the public commenting upon our students’ appearance. It’s good to see our  
youngsters out and about in the community representing Broughton with pride. As always, your support is        
needed to ensure that these high standards are continued throughout the winter, and so a reminder about our 
uniform follows:  
 

Girls        Boys         
  

Black trousers or skirt - NO leggings permitted  Black trousers  
White shirt and tie      White shirt and tie  
Blazer, black jumper or cardigan    Blazer or black jumper Black shoes Black shoes  
 

Blazers 
 

We have school badges, available from the School Office, free of charge to those who buy plain, black blazers. Blazers 

are available from most department stores, or larger supermarkets for around £25. We would love to see students from 

all year groups wearing a smart, black blazer with the school logo.  



CONTACT DETAILS 

Broughton High School 
29 East Fettes Avenue 
EDINBURGH  EH4 1EG 

 
Tel:  0131 332 7805 
Reception Hours: 

Monday to Thursday:  8am – 4.10pm/Friday: 8am-1pm 
Email:  admin@broughton.edin.sch.uk 

Broughton High School Twitter and Facebook  

We have official Broughton High School Facebook and Twitter accounts. 
 

If you would like regular updates about the school, please like our Facebook page, follow us on 
Twitter and download the school app! 

https://twitter.com/BroHighOfficial 
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