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I am the editor of a newspaper which is based in London, but has an edition in 
Scotland. We focus on global and relevant national news. Although my biggest job is 
being a father. 

My career to date: 
• University (a degree in history) 

• Advertising (which I didn’t enjoy) 

• Reporter on a weekly paper 

• Training (in shorthand, on relevant legislation) 

• News editor 

• Senior executive 

• Editor 

What is News?: 

Reporting on the world and presenting it to make it more understandable.  

What do Journalists do?: 

• Wide variety – print, broadcast, online, news, fashion, business etc 

• Gather information 

• Write or broadcast pieces  

• Present news, investigations or features in an honest and balanced manner.  

• Update and influence public opinion 

Reporting on the world through print, TV, online platforms. Gathering information, 
carrying out investigations, informing public debate and influencing public opinion.  

We print 6 days a week, and update online constantly. We have deadlines every 
day. 

Why is journalism important? 
We try to get the bad guys by being honest; finding out what is or isn’t true.  
 
True or False?:  
‘Mexico seizes 800 pounds of US Government Cocaine’ yournewswire.com 
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= False 
 
True or False?:  
‘He’s not the messiah, he’s a very sausage roll’ Greggs forced to apologise after a 
publicity shot showed a nativity scene with Jesus replaced by baked goods. 
= True 
 
True or False?:  
‘NASA warns disaster is near: Nibiru is headed straight for earth’ News 4 
= False 
 
True or False?:  
Facebook - No Swearing Campaign 
= An April Fools Day Joke 
 
True or False?:  
Photograph: Queen taking a selfie 
= False 
 
True or False?:  
‘Unexploded Second World War bomb turns out to be a huge courgette’ ITV review 
= True 
 
True or False?:  
Photograph: Trump in the hairdressers reading Hilary Clinton’s autobiography 
= False 
 
Our job is to filter out the rubbish! There are strict laws on printing the truth. 
 
But is the job fun: 
Yes 
 
You go to interesting places . . : 
10 Downing Street, Buckingham Palace 
 
Have dinner with interesting people . . :  
Nicola Sturgeon 
 
… and give them prizes! 
Alex Salmond 
 
Important people speak to our newspaper 
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Donald Trump 
 
And they come to Scotland!!! 
...to do nothing with their golf courses. 
 
Top Tips: 
 
To be a good Journalist: 
 

• Be empathetic (listen to people) 

• Be tough (you will need to knock on doors, to speak to people who don’t want to 
speak to you) 

• Be curious (you need to what to know why) 

• Be sceptical (they may tell you things which are not true) 

• Be literate (visually as well for video journalism) 

• Be adaptable (we use technology, tools, analytics) 

• Be resilient (be prepared for long hours and to work hard) 

• Remember: Who, What, Where, When, Why 
Who are we talking about, what happened, where did it happen, when did it happen, 
why did it happen? 
 
How to become a Journalist: 
• An undergraduate degree in journalism 

• An undergraduate degree in a subject of your choice followed by a 
postgraduate qualification in journalism. 

• Work on college paper or similar (radio etc) 
• Get work experience 
 

• When researching courses: 
• Decide whether you would like to specialise  
• Determine whether the course offers a work placement and provides 

networking opportunities. 

• Check the course is accredited by The National Council for the Training of 
Journalists (NCTJ) or Broadcast Journalism Training Council (BJTC) 

 
NB Journalism.co.uk have produced a handy glossary of journalism terms you may 
encounter 
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Journalism Courses in Scotland: 
 

• University of Glasgow 

• University of Strathclyde.  

• Edinburgh Napier University 

• Glasgow Caledonian University 

• Robert Gordon University 

• University of Stirling 

• University of the West of Scotland 

• Glasgow Clyde College 

• Edinburgh College 

 
Check out: 

• Journo Resources for regular lists of media and journalism graduate schemes 
or traineeships in the UK www.journoresources.org.uk 

 
• Hold the Front Page www.holdthefrontpage.co.uk 
 

• Journalism.co.uk www.journalism.co.uk 
 

• Press Gazette www.pressgazette.co.uk 
 
Exceptions and rules: 
Stacey Dooley was not trained as a journalist, but she did a fashion documentary 
and they spotted that she had a talent for asking difficult questions. 
 
Famous former journalists: 
Lorraine Kelly, Andrea McLean, Nigella Lawson 
 
Famous former journalists: 
Goebbels and Mussolini 
 
Famous former journalists: 
Boris Johnson, sacked for lying by a newspaper 
 
Dundee drugs crisis film clip, there is not enough time to show it, here is the link. 
Dundee's drug crisis | Behind The Story 
 

http://www.pressgazette.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCGuxj4CStY
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Any questions?: 

What degree would be good to do if you choose not to do a degree in journalism? 

My degree was in History which was helpful as it was about collating facts. Most 
degrees would be relevant. In my office, someone has a degree in philosophy, 
another in museum curation. Make sure you do a degree that allows you to get 
involved in the opportunities for journalism at your university. 

What other avenues are there for journalists? 

Journalism skills are required in many different organisations, for instance many 
journalists are employed by universities and governments as communication officers. 

What if you were interested in film journalism? 

It would be helpful to do a generalised course first, then prove that you are good at 
this area. For instance, if you chose to be an education correspondent, you would 
become very knowledgeable about education, and the depth of that knowledge 
would make you very valuable. There is a value in specializing in a particular area for 
your career path. 

Which subjects should I choose in school if I want to be a journalist? 

All subjects are helpful, English, History, Science, Fashion. It is also helpful to get 
National 5 in Maths if you want to go to university. 

How do you go from University into work as a journalist? 

You need work experience, then apply to local papers, radio stations, BBC, Google 
Facebook (they all embed journalism). Digital journalism is the future. 

Set a career path for yourself and look ahead to find out the different ways to 
achieve it.  
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