
Broughton HS Keeping in Touch 
Week beginning 18 May 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to our weekly bulletin. 

 

Update from the Headteacher 
 

I hope this week has gone well and that you and your families are keeping well. 
 

Dialogue with Parents and the Process of Learning and Teaching 
Last Wednesday I took part in two parental meetings.  The first was led by Mr Cudlipp and Ms 
Cumming and was designed to show parents how to access the basic functions of Teams.  This was 
reassuring for the parents who participated as it confirmed that their own children have been 
supported through this process and know how to get onto the Teams platform. 
  
The second meeting was a full Parent Council meeting.  The overwhelming message from our 
parents was one of appreciation for everything the school is doing for their children, including 
making their children feel like they are still part of a school family.  One of our aims is now to move 
towards a more standardised approach in Teams to displaying information, providing deadlines and 
providing feedback.  We know that some young people are better organised than others and equally 
that some young people, lovely as they are, will give up too easily if things are not obvious or are 
challenging to complete. 
  
When challenging work is encountered in class we can support, clarify and encourage learners to 
persevere, but this is much more difficult to manage when we are working remotely.  However, if 
work is too easy, educators know that learners soon become bored and switch off.  Striking the right 
balance happens continuously when teachers and learners are together in classrooms.  Teachers are 
trained to differentiate work and are very skilled in this crucial element of learning and teaching – 
but we have never before been asked to do this primarily through online interaction.  Similarly, our 
young people are used to being able to raise their hands to ask for help and indeed often help each 
other, but they cannot do this easily in the current circumstances. 
  
We will all continue to improve, but again patience and understanding are vital all round. 
 
 
  

What will you find in this news bulletin?

• Update from the Headteacher  

• Faculty News 

• Mental Health Awareness Week 

• Online Resources 

• School Contacts 



Access to Building 
There are no plans to open our building this week.  Food parcel distribution and stationery 
distribution will not be possible from the school building.  The only school buildings that are 
scheduled to open this week are the eight Hubs across Edinburgh. 
  
Headteachers are working with senior officers to allow access before the end of May.  As well as the 
functions mentioned above, senior staff require access for vital SQA business, timetabling and for 
making contact with families. 
   
Finally, ward councillors have been considering partial closure of East Fettes Avenue.  This is 
designed to improve pedestrian and cyclist access to Inverleith Park but may inadvertently cause 
other issues as drivers are forced to take U-turns close to the school entrance.  They have asked for 
community views via this email spacesforpeople@edinburgh.gov.uk. 
  

 

Faculty News 

Modern Languages 

Bilingual program information for parents and carers of new S3 and new S4.  
 
If your child has one of the following languages as their native language:  new S3/S4 Spanish, 
French, Italian or German or new S4 Polish and Arabic, you should have received a letter sent by    
e-mail from the school about the possible participation of your child in the bilingual program 2020-
2021.  Please contact Mrs García on inma.aspron.garcia@broughton.edin.sch.uk by Friday 29th 
May to let her know if you would like your child to take part.  If you have a bilingual child with one of 
those languages and have not been contacted, please get in touch with Mrs García. 
 

BSL 

Welcome to the new term of school and to learning BSL.  For those in S4 continuing BSL, you will 
understand how to use Office365 OneNote.  A new Class Notebook has been created for you.  The 
new name is BRO BSL S4 2020.  All relevant resources from last year have been uploaded into the 
new notebook.  Please access weekly for messages, your weekly lessons, and homework tasks. 
 

For the new S3 group starting BSL for the first time, you will also be able to access all resources and 
learning materials from Office365 OneNote.  Your Notebook is named BRO BSL S3 2020.  As this is 
new to your year, instructions will be sent to your parents/carers by post, as well as being emailed to 
your school email address.  If you have any concerns, please contact Mrs Jane Chrumka (BSL Tutor) 
by email: jane.chrumka@broughton.edin.sch.uk 
 
 
The best way to learn BSL is to practice little and often.  The activities set for you weekly will not take 
very long to complete.  All work to be handed in will need to be submitted via email.  Currently, 
Microsoft TEAMS for BSL is not an option, however you will be advised when TEAMS becomes 
available.  For now, please keep in touch with Mrs Chrumka weekly and ask questions when you 
need assistance.   
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Library 
 

 
The latest issue of Teen Titles is now available in a special lockdown pdf format!  
If you would like a copy, just email moira.paton@broughton.edin.sch.uk.  It is full of 
honest and unedited reviews of the latest books for teenagers ... many of which are 
available to borrow as ebooks from Edinbugh Libraries. 
 
Broughton High students Rosie Brett, Eilidh Clarke, Torin Franklin, Cathleen Jenkins, Caroline 
Kannampuzha and Abigail Strachan all feature - they insightfully and successfully reviewed a range of 
interesting new YA books. 
 
 
The School Library’s twitter account is @BRO_Library, and we’re regularly tweeting about free 
resources, story-telling sessions, book suggestions and reviews etc.  
 

Do you need a new book recommendation?  Get in touch with Ms Gaion and Ms Paton on twitter or 
Teams and receive tailored recommendations just for you!  
 

The Librarians have also set up Teams to promote and encourage literacy among students, and the 
lunchtime clubs are still taking place virtually. These are: 
 

• Creative Writing Club on Monday between 2-3pm 

• Bibliotherapy on Wednesday between 2-3pm 

• Book Group on Thursdays (time tbc) 
 

If you would like to participate you can get in touch with Ms Gaion or Ms Paton on twitter, via Teams 
or via email.   We look forward to welcoming you onboard! 
 

Mental Health Awareness Week 
 

This week, from 18 - 22 May, is Mental Health Awareness Week.  This year’s theme is 

kindness.  This would be important at any time but especially in these uncertain times.    
 

The wellbeing of our students is at the core of everything we do at Broughton and is 

reflected in our values.  Students should look out for fun activities, videos, and information on where 

to get help over the next week across all their subjects.   You can have a look 

at  https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/ and their YouTube 

at https://www.youtube.com/user/ukmentalhealth/videos  
 

There will be information posted on school media websites as well for all members of our families 

and we hope to encourage everyone to be more kind at this tough time 🙂 
 

#Kindnessmatters 

#Weallmatter 

#BROIntegrity 

#BROInclusion 

#BRORespect  
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Online Resources and Supports 

Young Carers   

Anyone who is a young carer can contact Mrs Wyman or their Edinburgh Young 

Carers link worker for support. 

Anyone who may now be in the role of a young carer, due to parent or sibling 

illness or mental health issues, can contact Mrs Wyman who will discuss the 

issues with you, help you decide if you are a young carer, and send a referral on 

to Edinburgh Young Carers team to access support for you. 

NW Locality Support 

The NW locality has published its May edition of local supports and services for NW families. This 
information will also be uploaded onto the council COVID-19 webpages www. 
www.edinburgh.gov.uk/pacs and updated monthly.     
  
We are offering phone/parenting support to families about the types of support available or to 
discuss any particular challenges parents and carers may be having managing their child or 
teenager’s behaviour. 
 

Granton Youth Digital programme 

file:///D:/UserData/4009480/Downloads/Digital%20Programme%20PDF%20(1).pdf 

BBC BITESIZE  

https://r1.dmtrk.net/3YNL-14KSB-2M7AZQ-P650N-1/c.aspx 

Edinburgh Library card  

https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena/join-the-library 

Careers and Jobs 

Live vacancies may be of interest to parents and our S6 leavers currently looking for work. 

https://c19jobs.org/Web%20Forms/WebUser/PublicVacancies.aspx 

Download the 'Young Professionals' app for further information on apprenticeships in Edinburgh and 

further afield https://www.young-professionals.uk/ 

Financial supports 
and benefits 

Edinburgh: 0131 510 5510 – 
https://www.citizensadviceedinburgh.org.uk 
 

Social and 
emotional support 

Social Care Direct https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/socialcaredirect  
Phone (Mon-Thurs 0830-1700, Fri 0830: 1555): 0131 200 2324 Out of Hours: 
0800 731 6969 NHS 24: 111  
 

Police: 101  
 

Samaritans  
https://www.samaritans.org/?nation=scotland 
Phone: 116 123 
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Information on 
Covid 19 

Young Scot - Information and guides –  
http://young.scot. 
BBC Newsround - continuing to offer their daily broadcast which is worth 
watching https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround 
 https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-
andpodcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisisresources/talking-
to-children-about-covid-19-(coronavirus)-a-parentresource 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT US 

Help and Support details 

 Guidance Teacher Head of House 
 

Adam  Ms Brodie 
Sharon.brodie@broughton.edin.sch.uk 
 

Mrs Wallace 
Pastoral Support 
Head of House for Adam and Napier 
Shona.Wallace@broughton.edin.sch.uk 
 

Napier Mrs Drummond 
Jenna.drummond@broughton.edin.sch.uk 
 

Mrs Wallace 
Shona.Wallace@broughton.edin.sch.uk 
 

Raeburn Mr Cockburn 
murray.cockburn@broughton.edin.sch.uk 
 

Mrs Bennett 
SQA, Learning, Teaching and Assessment 
Head of House for Raeburn 
Susan.1.bennett@broughton.edin.sch.uk 
 

Scott Mr Stewart  
Colin.stewart@broughton.edin.sch.uk 
 

Ms Cumming 
Curriculum and Timetable 
Head of House for Scott 
Pauline.cumming@broughton.edin.sch.uk 
 

SfL Mrs MacMillan 
Support for Learning 
Sally.MacMillan@broughton.edin.sch.uk 
 

Parent Council 
Share your ideas and questions with other 
parents. Suggestions will be collated and 
fed back to the senior leadership team 
regularly. 
askaparent@broughtonhighpc.org 
 

Technical Support for students 
Support with logins and passwords 

Richard Cooke 
Richard.cooke@broughton.edin.sch.uk 
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