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Abusive messages through Cyberbullying affects 

more young people than previously 
thought, a new survey suggests.



More than two-thirds of people aged 

13 to 22 have been bullied online 
with boys and girls equally affected, 
according to charity Ditch the Label.



One in five of the 10,008 who responded said 

that the abuse had been "extreme".



Facebook, Ask.fm and Twitter were found to be the 

most likely sources of cyberbullying and 

54% of those using Facebook reported cyberbullying

on the network, the survey suggests.

54% surveyed 
reported 
cyberbullying
on Facebook



Cyber bullies purposefully
use web sites to taunt others



Ask.fm has been linked to at 

least 9 teen suicides this year 

alone.



1. Sept. 29, 2012 – Ciara Pugsley, 15 years old

2. Oct. 27, 2012 – Erin Gallagher, 13 years old

3. Dec. 11, 2012 – Jessica Laney, 16 years old

4. Dec. 12, 2012 – Erin’s sister Shannon Gallagher, 15 years old

5. January 2013 – Anthony Stubbs, 16 years old

6. April 7, 2013 – Joshua Unsworth, 15 years old

7. July 15, 2013 – Daniel Perry, 17 years old

8. Aug. 2, 2013 – Hannah Smith, 14 years old

9. Sept. 10, 2013 – Rebecca Sedwick, 12 years old



Ryan Halligan Deceased

October 7, 2003 will always be the day that 
divides my life. 

Before that day my son Ryan was alive. A 
sweet, gentle and lanky thirteen year old 

fumbling his way through early adolescence 
and trying to establish his place in the often 

confusing and difficult social world of 
middle school.

After that day my son would be gone 
forever, a death by suicide.

Some would call it bullycide or even cyber 
bullycide. I just call it a huge hole in my 

heart that will never heal.



Hannah Smith Deceased
Earlier this year, 14-year-old Hannah Smith,

from Leicestershire, was found hanged.

She was taunted on Ask.fm, a Latvian-based 
website which allows users to ask questions 

and receive answers back, often anonymously, 
from respondents all over the world.

It was content contained within those 
responses, Hannah's father said, which drove 

his daughter to take her own life.





Prison terms are available to judges for sentencing those guilty of 

cyberbullying.



“A teenager who 

posted a death 

threat on Facebook, 

became the first 

person in Britain to be 

jailed for bullying 

on a social 

networking site…”



• Laws make it illegal to:
– Make and/or distribute indecent images of minors

• Protection of Children Act 1978

• Criminal Justice Act 1988 

– Cyber bully
• The Protection from Harassment Act 1997

• Malicious Communications Act 1988

• Communications Act 2003

• Public Order Act 1986

• The Defamation Acts of 1952 and 1996

• Consequences of law breaking:

– Criminal record (including police caution)

– Prison



How can I protect myself?
Don’t post personal information – keep it general

Don’t post pictures that others wouldn’t approve of

Never share your password

Don’t meet up with anyone you meet online –
you don’t really know who they are!

Think carefully before you write things online – people can get 
the wrong impression

Respect other people’s views – just because you don’t agree with 
them, it doesn’t mean you have to be rude or abusive

NEVER RETALIATE!  REPORT PROBLEMS



What can I do?

Tell someone you trust

Report any cyberbullying,

even if it’s not happening to you

Never respond/retaliate as it makes matters worse

Block the cyberbullies from contacting you

Save and print any bullying messages/images.

Have fun...but surf the internet safely!



Our School’s Pledge

1. New and updated Cluster Anti-Bullying Policy. 

2. Child Protection policy includes  training for everyone who works 
in the school

3. Internet safety taught in PSE

4. Pastoral support network in school for all students – Guidance 
Staff

5. Support from SSO  PC Greig Stephen in all ‘Hate Crime’ incidents 
and Cyber-bullying 




