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Broughton High School
Summer 2013 Newsletter
Looking back at a busy year
We find ourselves at the end of another school session. So should we just look
forward to the summer and forget what’s happened since this time last year?
I don’t think so!
This time in school is about saying farewell to certain people, celebrating the
achievements of many, learning from our experiences and looking forward to
making the future even better.
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We say farewell to the students who are leaving Broughton High School this year. They will
face challenges and will need to be resilient to be successful. However, more school leavers
from Broughton now go into positive destinations than ever before. Our statistics show that
we are now one of the most successful schools in Edinburgh. The many ways that we have
worked with our students to make this happen were recently commended by the Minister
for Youth Employment, Angela Constance, when she took the time to visit our school as a
centre of good practice.
This session has seen some outstanding successes being achieved by our pupils. Our seniors
have continued to give much back to the community through various initiatives including the
Youth Philanthropy Initiative and through helping younger pupils with their literacy and
social skills. Our music specialists contributed to a myriad of local and national events and
ensembles, and towards the end of the year Isla Ratcliff won the Amnesty International prize
for songwriting and singing. Our dance specialists achieved a double in winning both the
junior and senior prizes in the recent City of Edinburgh inter-school competition. And talking
of doubles, our S1 football team achieved their own historic double in winning both the
Edinburgh Schools League and the SFA Scottish National Shield in quick succession. They
won both without losing a single game, which is the first time inBroughton’s history that any
team has achieved this. The future is beginning to look a bit brighter!
We welcomed a wide range of auspicious visitors during the year. A close aide of Nelson
Mandela’s, Sello Hatang was our special guest at our Holocaust Memorial event as was
internationally celebrated musician Jean-Paul Samputu. Doug Allen – Sir David
Attenborough’s favourite arctic photographer told our seniors to go for their dream job –
“After all,” he said, “someone’s got to do it.” Cabinet Secretary Mike Russell came to our
school and engaged in professional dialogue about Curriculum for Excellence, and the very
next day Greg McHugh- yes Gary Tank Commander himself, acted as judge in Broughton’s
Got Talent.
When we return in August it will be with much optimism for the future. Our students will be
given every opportunity to succeed if they work hard and take advantage of high quality
experiences at Broughton. Due to the rising popularity of our school we look forward to
welcoming over 200 new S1 students, taking our roll to well over 900. This increase in turn
will enable us to offer a full suite of course options for senior students.
In 2013-14 our pupils, parents, staff and partners will be asked to rise to one simple
challenge: to work together to make Broughton High School an even better school.
In the meantime, I wish you and your family a very enjoyable summer holiday.
Mr John J Wilson
Headteacher
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Cinema - 100 years young
Paris trip to the Cinémathèque Française
It was a great privilege to attend the international event in Paris
at the beginning of June with Broughton students, whose film
was chosen for screening out of all the films made for this
project in Scotland. Our students gave an amazing presentation
to the audience that included young people and teachers from
Portugal, England, Italy, Brazil, Cuba to name but a few and
their film had the audience hooting with laughter.
The director Alain Bergala singled out the Broughton film for
praise in his comments after the screening. Our young people
had a great time and were a credit to themselves and the
school.
Mr Cairns and Ms Black
Throughout this project we have developed many new skills in film making - specifically we have been working on
mise-en-scène (the arrangement of objects/people within a frame) and mettre-en-scène (the positioning of cameras
in a cinematic shot) and the final film we made was very well received by the audience. It was great to be able to
make our films with a degree of independence and working through the various problems that a film making project
throws up. Being involved all the way from storyboarding to the final edit was a fantastic opportunity and putting in
the hard work definitely paid off for all of us.
Samantha Cazaly S5
I really enjoyed the trip to the Cinémathèque Française in Paris for the
Mettre-en-scène project. We got to travel to Paris for free and get all
accommodation and food paid for us, which was amazing, and
I definitely think all our hard work on the film paid off.
The Cinémathèque was really cool, and I enjoyed getting to see the
differences in storylines and shot types that the different countries
and schools used. I learnt a lot about the culture in Cuba, Spain, Italy
and more just through their films and found it very interesting to see
what they came up with in response to the same brief we’d been
working on. It was also great to be with lots of other aspiring
filmmakers and see how our skills compared to theirs.
As well as the festival, we had the full day free to look around Paris and I loved that, seeing tons of famous places
and having a good laugh with my teachers and classmates. Overall, I think it was a worthwhile experience and
definitely taught me a lot about filmmaking around the world, as well as having an awesome time in an amazing
city!
Cara Targett-Ness S5

Scottish Mathematical Council
This competition is run by Heriot-Watt University every year and consists of 2 sets of challenging problems.
Pupil solutions are sent away and marked by the SMC.
Congratulations to
Keir Logan
Euan McLaughlin
Aashi Giri
Mia Scott
who were all awarded Bronze certificates in this years SMC Mathematical challenge. Well done!
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Anne Frank Trust
In October, 20 S2 students were asked to become tour guides for the Anne
Frank Trust Exhibition which was visiting our school.
We were trained as tour guides over two days and learned about Anne’s life,
the impact of the Holocaust and also how to work together and use our new
findings to become effective tour guide leaders. The Anne Frank Exhibition was
here at Broughton High School for two weeks and over this time the student
tour guides took it in turn to lead visitors and other classes from the school
around the display.
When the Exhibition had left Broughton, five of us (Joe Curran, Sarah Kennedy,
Eve McLellan and Jamie Bingham) were keen to be selected as Anne Frank
Ambassadors to represent the Trust. We were invited to Edinburgh University
to meet other pupil ambassadors from different schools. We decided which
topics we would like to focus on and came up with a plan of how we would like to present these issues to primary
school pupils. Our group chose to focus on stereotyping, prejudice and identity.
My experience working with the Anne Frank Trust has been really interesting and it was great to work with other
students across the city. The ambassadors from Broughton are looking forward to visiting various primary schools and
giving them the opportunity to learn about the story of Anne Frank’s life.
By Jamie Scott 2A2

Health Matters Challenge 2013
Joint Venture with Sodexo/Outward Bound Trust and Three Edinburgh Schools. The Health Matters Challenge is funded by Sodexo.

Congratulation to the following pupils who have successfully
completed the Health Matters Challenge 2013.
3A1 Emily Pickup, 3A1 Ami Raeburn, 3S1 Karolina Gorazdowska,
3N1 Shannon Thomson, 3N1 Liah Placiego, 3S2 Sarah Henderson,
3R2 Ethan Cormack, 3A2 Megan Whalen.
I’m thrilled that the Health Matters Challenge 2013 has again been
an extremely successful venture. The first challenge for our lucky
24 students was a very cold day at Glentress, problem solving and
mountain biking under the watchful eyes of The Outward Bound
staff.
The second challenge was for 8 pupils to spend 3 days at ‘The
Stanley Nairn Centre’ Outdoor centre, near Dunkeld. The pupils
took part in more outdoor activities and, with the help of a chef
from Sodexo, prepared their own meals. Our pupils also met up with the participants from two other Edinburgh schools.
The weather was Scottish in nature with four seasons in a day or even an hour but everyone adapted suitably.
The third and final challenge was very exciting. Our pupils were invited by Sodexo to the Scottish Government Building
at Victoria Quay. They received certificates to reward their achievements and presented a record of their experiences to
an audience that includes: Sodexo, Outward Bound Trust and MSP Marco Biagi.
Broughton High School would like to thank Sodexo and Outward Bound Trust for their work with our pupils, helping
them to achieve the ‘Health Matters Challenge 2013’.
Mr Grieve.
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Modern Languages Department
Baccalaureate Projects
Congratulations to Maddy Bourne and Rebecca Lamont on the successful completion of their Languages Baccalaureate
Interdisciplinary Projects. The girls chose ambitious and extremely interesting projects. Maddy chose to link her study
of French to geography and researched the practice of fracking both in Britain and in France. Rebecca linked her study
of French to drama and, working alongside the French assistant, wrote and directed a play in French. Her S1 drama
group entered their play in the Rencontres Théâtrales where they performed extremely well.
Bravo Maddy et Rebecca!!

Broughton va a
España
rd

On Sunday 23 June a
group of 31 students and
4 teachers travelled to
Santillana in the north of
Spain. During their week
in Spain students will have
the opportunity to use and
improve their Spanish,
learn about the culture,
history and geography of
the area. Look out for
details of our trip in the
next newsletter.

Broughton va en France

Au revoir/Adiós

A group of 35 students and 4 teachers will
travel to Paris in June 2014. We will be
travelling by coach and ferry and staying in the
Montparnasse area of Paris. Students will have
the opportunity to visit the Eiffel Tower,
Notre-Dame, the Arc De Triomphe, the Musée
D’Orsay, the Seine, Sacré Coeur, Disneyland,
Champs-Elysées and the Latin Quarter.

We would like to say merci/gracias to
Anne-Lise Bécavin and Clara Mendivil,
Broughton’s French and Spanish
assistants this year. They have been
working with S1 to S6 classes and have
made a huge contribution to students’
learning at Broughton. Anne-Lise is
returning to France to continue her
studies and Clara will be doing a Masters
in Interpreting at the University of
Heriot-Watt. We would like to wish both
of them success for the future.

Students have been issued with payment dates
for the trip. If parents would prefer alternative
payment arrangements please let Mrs Tosh
know. Look out for regular trip bulletins next
session.

Sharing Learning

We would also like to wish Mrs Butler
every success in her new job at Eastbank
Academy in Glasgow. She will be missed
by staff and pupils.

On 27th May 7 pupils from Broughton returned to their primary school,
Flora Stevenson. P7 and S1 students shared some of the learning they
had been doing in French over the course of the year. The P7 students
had also prepared a French café for the visitors. Very well done to:
David Hale /Max Barr /Leah Martz/Amelia Mapson/Matthew
McKinley/Cameron Smith /Mark Robertson
Similarly on the 30th April a group of S1 students returned to Ferryhill
primary where they shared their learning in French with P7 students.
They were wonderful ambassadors for Broughton High School.
Rachel Docherty /Stephanie Rees/Nicole Thomson /Phoenix Boath /
Amy Hilson

IDL fiesta and prize winners
On Wednesday 29th May, S1 students took part in a Fiesta at the end of their Enterprising Edinburgh interdisciplinary
course. During this course students worked in groups to promote Edinburgh as a tourist destination for Spanish people.
As well as learning some Spanish, they also used IT and business skills. During the Fiesta they tasted tapas, learned some
Sevillanas dancing and played games in Spanish on the ipads.
The Fiesta began with an awards ceremony and the following students should be commended for their work throughout
the course:
Best use of Spanish
Creativity
Leadership
Stephanie Rees and Matthew McKinley
Reece Blythe
Samantha Dougary/Amelia Mapson/ Milan Bell
Runners Up – Presentation and Pitch
Questionable Quesadillas: Ryan Hildersley / Flora Cheung / Matthew McKinley / Arran Mackintosh
Overall Winners—Los Exploradores: Stephanie Rees and Chloe Fowler
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Inspire/ Aspire
Students in S1 RMPS have, over the past 3 years been entered into a
poster programme which has been inspired by the Olympics.
The students have had to explore their character, ideal and values using
web based resources as well as writing about an Olympic or Paralympic
athlete that inspires them, an analysis of what they want to achieve in
their life and a reflection on how they will achieve their goals.
This year we also entered half of the S1's in the new three year
programme titled ‘Inspire-Aspire, Global Citizens in the Making’.
This contained a similar values poster format but was themed on Global
Citizenship and explored core values inspired by the Glasgow 2014
Commonwealth Game so that the pupils could write about an inspiring
global citizen rather than only an athlete.
The following students from Broughton were short listed from over 15,000 applications across the country.
They went on stage at the Glasgow City chambers to receive a finalist certificate presented by Katherine Grainger and
Sir Craig Reedie CBE.
Olympic Poster:
Cameron Smith
Nathan Young
Rachel Doherty

Global poster:
Faithful Bentoro
Caroline Hughes

These students spent a lot of time on their posters and produced work of a
very high calibre and should be congratulated on their achievements.

Music Department
Summer Concert and Photography Exhibition
On Tuesday 11th June in the school theatre, pupils from S1-6 provided a spectacular array of musical talent in the
form of solo & groups performing a variety of genres and styles to suit all tastes.
During the interval, invited guests, friends and family had the opportunity to view the outstanding work of the Higher
Photography classes and meet staff over light refreshments served by senior pupils.
Another highlight of the evening was the number of past and present pupils participating in the event either ‘behind
the scenes’ or on stage. Well done and many congratulations to all staff and pupils whose contribution made the
evening a great success.

Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music Examination
Well done to all those pupils now eagerly awaiting the results of ABRSM theory and practical exams sat in June.
We look forward to sharing your successes in the new term.

Samba Band
Following their recent success as the finishing item at the Summer Concert, the samba band went on to play at the
Celebration of Achievement evening under the direction of Miss Morrison on Thursday 13th June. The band have
played at a number of events this year following their appearance at the September Fest and are looking to expand
their concert diary and numbers even further in the next session.
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News from the Library
Accelerated Reader
Did you know that this session S1/2 pupils have passed 1938 Accelerated Reader quizzes, read 70, 594,894 words and
earned 9526 points? S1/2 have been reading with gusto and to reward their success we had a reading celebration of
achievement in the Library. Awards were given to pupils in every S1/2 English for Excellence and Endeavour.
Special mention was given to Keir Logan who has achieved the highest Accelerated Reader Certification Level – Honours
Level. He is the first person at Broughton High to do so!

Edinburgh International Book Festival
We have a lot planned for this year’s Book Festival in August! Being highly interested in both zombies and superheroes,
Broughton’s Book Group will be going to two fantastic events: The Physics of Superheroes with James Kakalios and
Zed-End with Stewart Ross.
This year we are especially fortunate because the Book Festival will be coming to Broughton to talk to our new
S1 pupils. As part of the Outreach programme and in partnership with Granton Library, we’ll be hosting a visit from top
teenage author Andy Robb and we hope it’ll be a great way to kick start reading for enjoyment at Broughton next
session.

Book Group
Book Group members were delighted to receive free books from Eleanor Pender
as part of the UK wide book giveaway for World Book Night on the 23rd April.
Eleanor dashed into Broughton at lunchtime to deliver copies of ‘The Knife of
Never Letting Go’ by Patrick Ness, then dashed off again to 4 other Edinburgh high
schools before home time!

Health and Food Technology Department - Breakfast Assembly
Our S3 Health and Food Technology class were asked to present an assembly to students from Primary 7 to 4th year,
informing them about the importance of having a healthy breakfast. We wrote letters to ask for funding and we
received support from Broughton High School’s Parent Council, Scotmid and Sainsbury’s. This funding helped us to
provide a free healthy breakfast for the students attending our assemblies as we were able to purchase fresh fruit
including apples, bananas and oranges along with a range of popular healthy cereal bars.
For the assemblies, we created an informative PowerPoint presentation which included information on why breakfast is
important and making the correct decision on what to eat to start your day. We also included information about why
sugary energy drinks are not the healthiest option for breakfast and gave examples of healthy breakfast foods.
We explained that Broughton High School has a ‘Breakfast Club’ available for all students. We included photos and a
short film showing the staff of Broughton enjoying their breakfast which was great entertainment for the students.
As a class, we found the assemblies were successful and the students benefited from the experience. We now think
students will consider having a healthy breakfast in the future and are more aware of the Breakfast Club at Broughton.
Broughton’s breakfast club is open every school morning from 8.00-8.30am. There are a wide variety of foods to be
purchased for a reasonable price. If you receive free school lunches, you are also entitled to a free breakfast in the
morning.
On behalf of Miss Macleod’s former Health and Food Technology class, we would like to thank Broughton’s Parent
Council, Scotmid and Sainsbury’s for funding our assemblies
and making it all possible. It was a great success.
Comments from S2 pupils:
“I really enjoyed the assembly on Monday because it was
interesting and after the assembly I have been making sure
I have breakfast, so it was a really good experience.”
“I thought it was very informative and it was also very funny.”
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Drama Department
Inverleith Youth Theatre New Productions
Scheherazade
May 2013
Junior Youth Theatre performed a fantastic devised version of Scheherazade to an invited audience on
Friday 7th June. Comments from the audience were very positive and all of the cast and crew enjoyed
themselves thoroughly.
Junior Youth Theatre resumes after the holidays from 1.00-2.30pm on most Fridays. A waiting list for
available spaces is in operation, please see Mrs Wyman to add your name to the list.
Senior Youth Theatre recently created a piece of theatre, in association with Community Learning Development,
focussing on Scottish Independence. Seen through the character of Scott, a boy who feels he’s ready to leave home and
start his own independent life but will his parents agree? This was performed in Broughton Theatre on Tuesday 16th April
and North Edinburgh Arts Centre on 18th April 2013. After each performance the performers participated in a debate with
audience members, local councillors and representatives from the Yes and No campaigns. This was very well received by
both audiences and our performers were excellent at both events!
We will be working with National Theatre Connections for our next production which is an exciting new direction for us!
This will result in a performance of a scripted play here, in Broughton Theatre, and at the Lyceum Theatre and, if we’re
really good , a performance at a theatre in London!!
The Senior group is now meeting on Fridays from 2.30pm – 4.30pm in the Theatre. If you would like to join the group
(S4-6), please see Mrs Wyman.

Theatre Trips
The Higher and Advance Higher students will be going to see a fantastic production of Dunsinanne by The Royal
Shakespeare Company at the King’s Theatre Edinburgh on October 3rd 2013.
More theatre visits will be announced during the course of the year.

Film/TV castings
The drama department have hosted a number of film castings this year for a wide variety of productions such as:
M.I. High, Les Miserables, Oliver, and Same Difference. Two of our students, Hamzah Yusuf and Reuben Gourlay, were
successful in gaining parts for this short film being shot on location on 21st & 22nd June 2013. This will be a professional
role as they will be paid to perform! Well done to them both!!
More castings will be available next term so keep your eyes on the drama department. The next job could be yours!

Bridging the Gap!
In honour of the current construction of the new Forth Crossing, Mrs Riley’s S2 CDT classes have designed and made
some alternative bridges.
Here are some of them.

MMR immunisation catch up campaign
NHS Lothian is running a catch up campaign for young people aged 10 to 17 years who have not received two doses of
MMR (Measles, Mumps and Rubella) vaccine. They will be writing to parents and guardians of these children and
encouraging them to contact their General Practice to arrange MMR vaccination for their children.
Some young people missed out on the MMR vaccination when they were younger. Two doses of the vaccine are
required to ensure protection.
Visit www.immunisationscotland.org.uk to find out more, or contact your GP to make an appointment.

SQA Results
On Tuesday 6th August, you will receive your SQA results by text or post. We hope that all students achieve their
expected grades. However, if results are not as expected and you wish to contact the school to speak to someone,
please phone 332 7805 between 9.00am and 3.00pm.

What should I do next?
I have not met my conditional university offer.
• If you have not met your university condition, and you think that you are eligible for an appeal, contact the school to
make an appointment to speak to Mrs Bennett. There is a fast track appeal process for students in this situation.
• If you are not eligible for an appeal (for example, you did not do well in your prelim) you will need to consider other
options such as finding another course with lower entrance requirements through UCAS Clearance or looking at a
college course.

I have not met the entry requirements for one of my subjects next year.
• If you wish to continue in the same subject but at the lower level, you do not have to do anything. Your course will
automatically be amended. If you wish to be re-coursed, contact the school office to make an appointment with
Ms Cumming.

I wish to change my course because I have performed better (or worse) than expected.
• Contact the school office to make an appointment to see Ms Cumming for a change of course.
Mrs Bennett
Ms Cumming

Contact Details:
Broughton High School
29 East Fettes Avenue
Edinburgh EH4 1EG
0131 332 7805

 admin@broughton.edin.sch.uk

 www.broughton.edin.sch.uk

