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THE ESSAY TASK 
Persuasive writing is a form of argumentative writing that presents logical arguments with 

emotional appeal in order to sway readers to a particular point of view. Where an 

argumentative essay introduces both sides of a debate and allows the reader to make an 

informed choice, a persuasive essay is about the inclusion of information that supports your 

thesis statement, only involving counterarguments as a means to discredit them. 

In the real world… 

Persuasive pieces appear in various 

forms of marketing. Advertisements 

often tug on heartstrings to influence 

people to buy a product or service. 

Health magazines publish columns 

about new must-try diets. Travel 

brochures convince you where the next 

trendiest vacation spot is. 

Persuasive writing is everywhere, but 

the writing process is not as simple as 

just sharing an opinion. You are being 

asked to persuade your reader about a topic. This might mean that you are presenting a report 

– providing important and compelling facts to the reader - or that you are arguing a case. Either 

a report or a discursive/persuasive piece is acceptable for this activity. 

In a persuasive essay, you attempt to convince readers to agree with your point of view on an 

argument. For example, an essay analysing changes in Italian art during the Renaissance 

wouldn’t be a persuasive essay, because there’s no argument – this would, instead, be a 

report. However,  an essay where you argue that Italian art reached its peak during the 

Renaissance would be a persuasive essay because you’re trying to get your audience to agree 

with your viewpoint. 

Persuasive and argumentative essays both try to convince readers to agree with the author, 

but the two essay types have key differences. Argumentative essays show a more balanced 

view of the issue and discuss both sides. Persuasive essays focus more heavily on the side the 

author agrees with. They also often include more of the author’s opinion than argumentative 

essays, which tend to use only facts and data to support their argument. 

You have 1000 words (N5) / 1300 words (H) to write and the essay is worth 15 marks.  

  



Summary of important features: 

 

■ You must do effective research so that you have facts and figures to back up your ideas. 

■ You must also find new information, as well as different points of view, that you can 

bring in to your writing. 

■ You must keep a note of where you found your information so you can properly 

reference your sources and should include these in your bibliography. 

■ You must always use your own words when using research information. 

■ When going on to prepare, be aware of PASS – the purpose, audience, style and 

structure of your writing. More to follow! 

■ All persuasive/discursive pieces should have a good introduction and a conclusion 

which clearly show what you think of the topic. 

■ It should be organised into a sensible order – make a plan. 

■ All sections of your essay should have a clear point.  

■ Back up your points with other evidence, facts and opinions that back up what you have 

to say. Bring in opposing arguments and show why they are wrong. 

■ Link ideas together where you can. 

■ Use the best words – pick words and images which create an impact and suitable 

vocabulary, including specialist words. 

■ Pick a suitable tone - humour (where appropriate!), strongly emotional, persuasive, 

argumentative, formal or informal, depending on the task given. 

■ Be interesting, engaging and entertaining. You don’t want your reader to get bored! 

 

 

 

  



Choosing your topic 
Theoretically, you could write a persuasive essay about any subject under the sun, but that 
doesn’t necessarily mean you should. Certain topics are easier to write a strong persuasive 
essay on, and below are tips to follow when deciding what you should write about. 

It’s a Topic You Care About 

Obviously, it’s possible to write an essay about a topic 
you find completely boring. You’ve probably done it! 
However, if possible, it’s always better to choose a 
topic that you care about and are interested in. When 
this is the case, you’ll find doing the research more 
enjoyable, writing the essay easier, and your writing 
will likely be better because you’ll be more passionate 
about and informed on the topic. 

You Have Enough Evidence to Support Your Argument 

Just being passionate about a subject isn’t enough to make it a good persuasive essay topic, 
though. You need to make sure your argument is complex enough to have at least two 
potential sides to root for, and you need to be able to back up your side with evidence and 
examples. Even though persuasive essays allow your opinion to feature more than many other 
essays, you still need concrete evidence to back up your claims, or you’ll end up with a weak 
essay. 

For example, you may passionately believe that mint chocolate chip ice cream is the best ice 
cream flavour, but could you really write an entire essay on this? What would be your reasons 
for believing mint chocolate chip is the best (besides the fact that it’s delicious)? How would 
you support your belief? Have enough studies been done on preferred ice cream flavours to 
support an entire essay? When choosing a persuasive essay idea, you want to find the right 
balance between something you care about (so you can write well on it) and something the 
rest of the world cares about (so you can reference evidence to strengthen your position). 

It’s a Manageable Topic 

Bigger isn’t always better, especially with essay topics. While it may seem like a great idea to 
choose a huge, complex topic to write about, you’ll likely struggle to sift through all the 
information and different sides of the issue and trim them down to one streamlined 
essay. For example, choosing to write an essay about how WWII impacted British life more 
than WWI wouldn’t be a great idea because you’d need to analyse all the impacts of both the 
wars in numerous areas of British life. It’d be a huge undertaking. A better idea would be to 
choose one impact on British life the wars had (such as changes in female employment) and 
focus on that. Doing so will make researching and writing your persuasive essay much more 
feasible. 



Researching 
 

Your argument will fall apart if you don’t fully understand the issue you’re discussing or you overlook an 

important piece of it. Readers won’t be convinced by someone who doesn’t know the subject, and you 

likely won’t persuade any of them to begin supporting your viewpoint.  

Before you begin writing a single word of your essay, research your topic 

thoroughly. Study different sources, learn about the different sides of the argument, ask anyone 

who’s an expert on the topic what their opinion is, etc. You might be tempted to start writing right 

away, but by doing your research, you’ll make the writing process much easier when the time comes. 

Consider the Other Side 

You’ll spend most of your essay focusing on your side of the argument since that’s what you want 

readers to come away believing. However, don’t think that means you can ignore other sides of the 

issue. In your essay, be sure to discuss the other side’s argument, as well as why you believe this view is 

weak or untrue. Researching all the different viewpoints and including them in your essay will increase 

the quality of your writing by making your essay more complete and nuanced. 

Examples of sources that are often the most reliable: 

1. Official government websites  

2. Institutional sites that represent universities, regulatory agencies, governing bodies, and 

respected organizations with specific expertise (e.g., the Mayo Clinic)  

3. Peer-reviewed journals  

4. Reputable news sources  

Examples of sources that are often considered less reliable: 

1. Blogs  

2. Web forums  

3. Individual or business websites  

4. Materials published by an entity that may have an ulterior motive (including some 

‘reputable’ news sources!). 

Factors to consider Least reliable Possibly reliable Most reliable 

Type of source Unfamiliar website Published material 

Official websites, 

institutional sites, 

academic journals 

Author’s background Uncredited Educated on topic Expert in the field 

Date published None Outdated Recently revised 



Depth of review Controversial reviews 
Good public response; 

general approval 

Peer-reviewed by reliable 

sources 

Sources cited None Credible sources 
Citations referencing 

other well-cited works 

Objectivity Clearly biased Sponsored source Balanced, neutral 

 

Using Wikipedia 

■ Wikipedia CAN be reliable – more so than it used to be. Remember, though, it can be edited 

by anyone. Don’t ONLY use it unless you HAVE to. 

■ How to tell if your choice is reliable – go to the bottom of the page and look at ‘References’, 

‘Further Reading’ and ‘External Links.. These will tell you where the page writer got their 

information.  

■ You can click on the links given and look at the same source as the Wiki writer.  
■ It’s better to use the original source w Referencing your sources here possible.  

 

Taking Notes 

Making notes on your text: 

Once you have read the text: 

■ Work out WHY the writer wrote this text – 

– What was their purpose?  

– Was it to inform, persuade, entertain…  

– How do you know?  

 



■ Who is the intended audience.  

– Who might the text interest?  

– Is it aimed at you?  

– How do you know?  

■ How do you know it is a reliable source? 

Make notes on: 

■ The main ideas – what is the writer telling you? 

■ Evidence given – what facts/figures/examples are you told about? 

■ What you think of what you hear – do you agree/disagree, are you            convinced…? 

■ Use your own words or use quotations if you take words directly from                       the text. 

 

■ Make sure your notes are clear and that they make sense. 

■ Make sure they are nice to look at. Use colour, sketches and diagrams. 

■ Try spidergrams, mind maps or flow charts. 

■ Don’t write in full sentences – use shorter forms of words and abbreviations. 

■ Highlight or underline important information. 

■ use bullet points or numbered lists 

Make Your Thesis Perfect 
Now that you have done your research, has anything changed your mind? Have you become more 

certain about your topic? Go back to your thesis and make sure you have a really clear statement. 

Your thesis is the most important sentence in your persuasive essay. Just by reading that single 

sentence, your audience should know exactly what topic you’ll be discussing and where you stand on 

the issue. You want your thesis to be crystal clear and to accurately set up the rest of your essay. Asking 

classmates or your teacher to look it over before you begin writing the rest of your essay can be a big 

help if you’re not entirely confident in your thesis. 

 

  



Planning 
 

If you want to write a successful, high-mark essay, you must plan first! 

 

Ideally, your plan should outline 3 or 4 key ideas, each of which will become the 

focus for each paragraph (your POINTS).   

 

However you like to plan (mind maps, bullet points…) you MUST work out the main details of 

your report. You need to figure out what you know about the topic and fill in the gaps of 

anything you don’t!  

You must have plenty of detail so you know what you are going to write about. A plan is also 

useful to have throughout your writing process in case you forget what you intended to write 

about. 

 

 

  



P.A.S.S. 
Purpose Audience Structure Style 

Once you have your information, remember WHY you are doing this report– what is your 

purpose and who is your audience. 

If your purpose is to persuade – be persuasive. If your purpose is to inform -  have plenty of 

information to give. 

Consider your audience – be interesting. What would make YOU want to read about this topic? 

If the purpose is an assessment and your audience is your teacher, make sure you stick to the 

guidelines given to you! 

 

Structure  

■ All persuasive/discursive pieces should have a good introduction and a conclusion which 

clearly show what you think of the topic. 

■ It should be organised into a sensible order – make a plan. 

■ All sections of your essay should have a clear point.  

■ Back up your points with other evidence, facts and opinions that back up what you have 

to say. Bring in opposing arguments and show why they are wrong. 

■ Link ideas together where you can. 

 

Style 

■ Use the best words – pick words and images which create an impact and suitable 

vocabulary, including specialist words. 

■ Use persuasive techniques. 

■ Pick a suitable tone - humour (where appropriate!), strongly emotional, persuasive, 

argumentative, formal or informal, depending on the task given. 

■ Be interesting, engaging and entertaining. You don’t want your reader to get bored! 



Structure  
All persuasive writing pieces have the following: 

• A strong introduction which:  
o Introduces the topic 
o Explains why it’s important 
o Includes the thesis. 

Thesis: A sentence that sums up what the essay be discussing and what your stance 
on the issue is. 

• A development – the main body of the essay - which will include: 
o Reasons you believe your side of the argument 
o Why do you support the side you do?  
o The counter-argument  
o Identify what other opinions exist around this topic, then debunk them. 
o Evidence supporting your argument: Facts or examples to back up your main 

points. Even though your opinion is allowed in persuasive essays more than 
most other essays, having concrete examples will make a stronger argument 
than relying on your opinion alone 

• Typically each main point will have its own body paragraph. 

Debunk: to show that something (such as a belief or theory) is not true : to show the falseness 

of (a story, idea or argument. 

• Conclusion: Restatement of your thesis, a summary of the main points, and a 
recap of why the issue is important. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Introduction 
Hook the reader’s attention. A persuasive writer should present their opinion 

with a declarative statement that clearly expresses their point of view. Starting 

with a fact, research findings, or any other evidence that explicitly states 

information supportive of your thesis will immediately clue the reader in to what 

the essay will be about, what your position is, and if they’re interested enough to 

read on to see if they’ll be on your side. 

A good introduction must engage the reader immediately and state your 

focus/topic clearly. 

Look at the examples below. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of each.  

1. You probably don’t know how bad it is to use disposable water bottles. 

Plastic water bottles are terrible. Well, you are in luck because I’m going 

to show you all of the reasons why you should use reusable water 

bottles. 

 

2. Hey – you! Yes, I’m talking to you! Step away from the water bottle. Yeah, 

it looks nice and good, but it’s really terrible. 

 

3. Imagine 29 billion water bottles, stretched end to end. Would they fill up  

a forest? A meadow? All of the places you love? Cheap, convenient water 

bottles are an easy way to quench your thirst. It might seem simple to 

just buy a quick water bottle to take on a hike or to a sports event. But 

water bottles are not the bargan that they seem. Cheap plastic water 

bottles waste resources, create pollution and cause more problems than 

they solve.  

 

   



The Body of the Essay (Middle) 
A series of ideas or points – in a sensible order – which are linked and build to a conclusion. 

Paragraphs 

Good extended writing is broken into paragraphs, each of which will be a 

different section of, or a development in, a line of thought or argument. Some 

reasons why a new paragraph begins are shown below: 

• there is a move from one topic, point or idea to a new one 

• the point of a previous paragraph is developed in a different way 

• a contradictory point is made 

Paragraph Structure 

– The topic or link sentence  

• where you introduce the main point you are making.  

• You might link back to a previous point here too. 

– The main idea/argument  

• What do I think?/what is my key point  

• What do I want you to think? 
 

– The reasons  -“Why do I think this?” 

• What reasons/arguments/evidence can I give to sway your opinions? 

• The evidence - “How do I know this is the case?”.   

• What else backs up this evidence?  

– Opposing arguments 

• How might other people disagree? 

• How would I prove them wrong? 

Following your topic sentence, you should use the P-E-E-D structure to construct 

your paragraphs: 

POINT Outline your idea ensuring it addresses the essay task 
 

Explanation Explain your key point/idea/argument 
 

Evidence Provide evidence that proves your point. Discuss this evidence 
and what it shows. 

Debunk / 
Disprove 

Disprove any opposing arguments 
 



Topic Sentences 

The first sentence in a paragraph is usually a topic 

sentence. This is used to introduce the subject, or 

‘topic’, of the paragraph. The rest of the paragraph 

will then develop the topic.  

In non-fiction writing such as discursive, persuasive 

or argumentative writing, or in reports, a key point 

usually follows the topic/link sentence. This is 

followed by evidence which backs up the point and 

then a discussion which develops it further. It may 

also include an opposite opinion which the writer 

then goes on to disprove or disagree with. 

Examples: 

Online social media can also be damaging to your education.  

 

One way that zoos can actually be a good thing is that they can help to preserve 

endangered species 

 

The use of VAR can also be a bad thing. 

 

Link sentences 

In a piece of non-fiction writing, sometimes a topic sentence is turned into a link sentence. A link 

sentence includes a reference to the ideas in the paragraph before it, often using a linking word or 

phrase indicating the direction in which the argument is heading, such as ‘however’ or ‘moreover’. It will 

also show the topic of the new paragraph.  

These are very useful in your own writing, too, as they show you have a well-planned essay. Some 

examples of link sentences are shown below. 

As well as being good for your health, exercise is also good for your mood. 

 

In addition to being damaging for your mental health, social media can also be damaging to your 

education. 

 

Although there are positives, the use of VAR can also be a bad thing. 

 

 



Connectives 
Mix and match these to add interest and variety to your writing. 

Giving Reasons 
 

Showing Results/ 
Cause and Effect 

Giving Examples Generalising 

because 
since 

as 
so 

for this reason 
for this purpose 

to this end 
this means that 

 

because 
so 

therefore 
hence 

as a result 
consequently 

as  
so 

since 
for this reason 

due to 
this means that 

for example 
for instance 

such as 
as is shown by 

as can be seen by 
to illustrate this 

in the case of 
by way of illustration 

 

as a rule 
as usual 

for the most part 
generally 

on the whole 

Introducing/Ordering 
Ideas 

Adding/Amplifying 
Ideas 

Contrasting/Comparing 
Ideas 

Emphasis 

firstly 
in the first place 

to begin with 
secondly 

next 
finally 

previously 
meanwhile 

so far 
simultaneously 
subsequently 

 

also 
in addition 
moreover 

too 
as well as 

following this 
furthermore 

 

on the other hand 
whereas 
instead 

in contrast 
however 
although 

despite this 
conversely 

on the contrary 
yet 

nevertheless 
similarly 

by the same token 
likewise 

in the same way 

above all 
of great importance 

mainly 
mostly 

must not be 
overlooked 

Explaining Effect Rephrasing/ 
Restatement 

Summarising Concluding 

underlines 
intensifies 

accentuates 
illustrates 
stresses 

emphasises 
highlights 

evokes 
draws attention to 

strengthens the feeling 
of 

might indicate 
this outlines 

in other words 
that is to say 

to put it simply 
to put it differently 

in short 

after all 
all in all 

all things considered 
by and large 
in any case 

in any event 
in brief 

on the whole 
in short 

to summarise 

in conclusion 
to sum up 

overall 
finally 

in the final analysis 
in the long run 

on balance 

 



Using evidence 
Facts are among the best tools to involve the reader in the argument. Since facts are 

indisputable, the writer automatically wins the reader’s mutual agreement by using them. A 

statement declaring, "On January 28, 1986, the shuttle Challenger exploded upon lift-off," must 

be accepted by the reader, since it is a historical certainty. Facts are used primarily to get the 

reader to stand on the writer's plane of reasoning.  

For instance, if a writer wanted to argue that smoking is a detriment to your health, he/she 

would begin by citing factual information about the large number of people who die every year 

from smoke-related diseases. This would then force the reader to agree with the writer on at 

least one point. Providing evidence that can be verified is important – it establishes the writer 

as trustworthy and more believable as a result. 

 

Types of Evidence to Support Your Opinion 

Evidence = Facts with supporting details (stories, experiences that allow the reader to 

experience and understand the fact). 

Choose from the evidence list below to support your opinion and convince the reader of your 

point of view.  

• Observation - State an observation and connect that observation to your opinion.  

• Interviews - Use quotes or information from an interview to prove your point. 

• Surveys/Data - Use data from a survey to prove your point.  

• Experiments- Include experimental data to prove your point. 

• Personal Experience - Cite personal experience to prove your point  

• Examples - You may list examples to show variety, amount, and popularity.  

• Historic Events - Use a historic event to prove your point.  

• Expert Opinion - Use a quote from an expert in a related field of study.  

• Imagine Statement - Helping the reader imagine a world where your opinion/idea is 

alive. 

• Objection - Acknowledging a reader's possible objection to your idea, and telling them 

why they might want to think differently.  

• Feelings - Telling how your opinion makes you feel, and can possibly impact others' 

feelings as well. 

 

 



Building full paragraphs 
Begin by outlining the point/idea you have that addresses the essay task: 

Online social media can also be damaging to your education. Studies show that teenagers are 

interrupted by notifications regularly during lessons. 

 

Add an appropriate piece of evidence to prove your point: 

Online social media can also be damaging to your education. Studies show that teenagers are 

interrupted by notifications regularly during lessons. A study compiled by the University of 

Manchester found that young people are using up to 20% of their classroom time texting, 

emailing, surfing the web, checking social media, and even playing games. 

 

Explain in detail how the quotation proves your point and answers the question.  Do not just 

repeat the evidence in your own words!  Refer back to the essay task. 

Online social media can also be damaging to your education. Studies show that teenagers are 

interrupted by notifications regularly during lessons. A study compiled by the University of 

Manchester found that young people are using up to 20% of their classroom time texting, 

emailing, surfing the web, checking social media, and even playing games. If a lesson lasts 50 

minutes, which it does in my school, that means that 10 minutes every lesson are spent not 

learning… it means that 70 minutes per school day… and that certainly can’t be good for 

learning. It also doesn’t take into account how much time is spent at home on phones – 

interfering with study time, homework and other face-to-face social interactions. 

 

Debunk the opposing argument 

Online social media can also be damaging to your education. Studies show that teenagers are 
interrupted by notifications regularly during lessons. A study compiled by the University of 
Manchester found that young people are using up to 20% of their classroom time texting, 
emailing, surfing the web, checking social media, and even playing games. If a lesson lasts 50 
minutes, which it does in my school, that means that 10 minutes every lesson are spent not 
learning… it means that 70 minutes per school day… and that certainly can’t be good for 
learning. It also doesn’t take into account how much time is spent at home on phones – 
interfering with study time, homework and other face-to-face social interactions. And yes, 
many young people will say they can multi-task, that it’s not a problem - 30% of students said 
they could use their digital devices without it distracting from their learning. The study found 
that students with laptops and phones open for non-classroom purposes scored half a letter 
grade lower on exams which could be the difference between passing and failing for some 
students. 

 



Style:  
Word choice 

Writers always choose their words for a reason. They have a large choice of words available to express 
their points of view and therefore choose their words carefully. 
When writing your own pieces of writing, you should aim to do the same. If your teacher asks you why 
you used a particular word, you should be able to explain the connotations you wanted that word to 
convey. 
 

Connotation: describes what is implied or suggested by a word. It is a useful word to use in your 
analysis and should be added to any word bank or personal glossary. Try to use this term. The 
connotation of a word can help create a writer’s tone or a mood. It can also be used to arouse an 
emotion. The word ‘red’ has many connotations or associations. It is associated with danger and anger, 
as in the phrase ‘A red mist descended’ or ‘He saw red’. It is also used on warning signs to alert people 
to danger. There are also very different connotations to ‘red’, including love, roses, hearts, Valentine’s 
Day. 

 
It is also worth using ‘intensifiers’ and ‘superlatives’. An intensifier is when a writer uses an adverb to 
give extra force or emphasis, for example, ‘absolutely’ in ‘my hands are absolutely freezing’. A 
superlative is when an adjective or adverb is used to create the highest degree of comparison, for 
example, ‘best’ (good, better, best), fastest (fast, faster, fastest). These both add more emphasis and 
impact. 
 

Emotive language 
The term ‘emotive’ describes language which stirs emotion, usually by showing that the writer approves 
or disapproves of something or someone. Some examples are shown below. 
 

It’s horrible when football matches have 
examples of racism or sectarianism, such as 
we’ve seen in recent months. It’s a terrible thing 
to target football players because of the colour of 
their skin or their religion. Football clubs and 
authorities need to get rid of this.  

There is nothing more vile in football than the 
disgusting display of bigotry and discrimination 
evident in recent matches where the blight of 
racism and sectarianism have been on display. 
There is nothing more abhorrent than the 
targeting of football players for abuse for the 
colour of their skin and football clubs and 
authorities must stamp it out. 

 
 

  



Imagery 

 

Figurative language 

Imagery is often used as an umbrella term to cover a range of figurative techniques, including simile and 
metaphor. These are types of comparison that writers use to give a clearer impression of their ideas, 
also known as figures of speech. A writer may also use figurative language when they want to create a 
meaning that is different from the literal meaning of the words. 
 
Figurative language is the most common type of imagery you will come across in your study of English. 
Usually, when you are asked about the use of imagery in an exam question, you are being asked to look 
at figurative language. 
 

Descriptive language 

Good writing will always appeal to your senses by using descriptive language. It 
helps readers to engage with the characters’ experiences, as it makes it easier to 
imagine living their experiences. Descriptive imagery is often used to create sensory 
effects – to make you feel like you are right there in among the story being told. 
There are five main types of descriptive imagery, one for each of your senses. 



Examples: 

The Scottish countryside is a work of art. The Isle of Skye boasts so many beautiful scenes, from the 
Fairy Pools, sparkling like crystal, to the rocky Old Man of Storr who stands like a sentry, guarding the 
isle from those who might invade. 

 

So many politicians spend their time just flapping their gums, blowing hot air, trumpeting their own self-
interest. 

 
 

Sentence length 

Varying the length of your sentences helps create stylish writing. Longer sentences can slow the pace of 
writing or create a relaxed mood and fluent rhythm. It can also create a sense of boredom – making the 
sentence seem like it is dragging on and on. Short sentences can help create speed or tension and can 
be dynamic and emphatic.  
 
Example: 

It was a very difficult situation. The animal was injured badly. It was difficult for us to help. We had to 
try and get to it quickly. We climbed over the fence. There was a difficult climb up the rocks. We got to 
the dog eventually. It was hard to get him down to safety. It was clear his leg was broken. He looked at 
us sadly. Thankfully, we got there in time to save him. 

 

It was revealed recently that the Health Secretary, himself a multi-millionaire, claimed MPs expenses of 
27p for two trips of 0.6 miles. 27p. Yep, you read that right. And he’s a millionaire. 

 

A shot rang out. There was a thump. Birds flew out of the trees. Without any reaction, the hunter made 
his rifle safe and headed back into the woods to collect his prey. A magnificent stag lay motionless, his 
soft eyes beginning to glaze over, one of his antlers damaged by his fall. A thin trickle of blood was all 
that showed what had happened. Somewhere in the woods, he had a herd, a mate, fauns. This was his 
life. For the hunter, this was his sport. 

 

The figures are horrifying. This week, studies by the National Statistics department showed that 726 
people died in England and Wales due to the effects of homelessness. This is a rise of 22 per cent. The 
average man in the UK will live until he is 76 years old. A homeless man? Life expectancy of 45 years. For 
women, the gap is even wider. The average life expectancy for a woman is 81 years old. If she were to 
live on the street, she’d be lucky to see 43. All for the want of a home. How can we live with ourselves 
that thisis modern-day Britain? 

 
 

  



Sentence type 

Varying the type of sentence you use improves your writing. You should look for the 
types of sentence a writer uses in a text – remember, a writer crafts their work 
carefully and makes deliberate choices. 
 

 
 

  



Sentence patterns 

Sentence patterns are used by writers to create impact. The types of patterns that may be used include 
using lists or repetition, changing the order of words and creating balancing or contrasting structures. 
The following gives some examples of sentence patterns that you should try to use in your own writing. 
 

 

 

  



Punctuation 

Punctuation is so important to writing. Students often tell their English teacher that they will ‘put the 
punctuation in later’ when they hand in a piece of writing – teachers are likely to be very frustrated by 
that idea! 
 
Using punctuation in your writing helps the reader to understand the message that you want to convey. 
Punctuation creates the pauses needed to make sentences and paragraphs make sense and creates 
emphasis on ideas or thoughts contained in the text. 



 
  

 

 

 



Tone 

Tone is how a writer expresses their attitude 
towards the subject they are writing about. It is easy 
enough to identify in spoken language – you can 
usually tell when someone is trying to be ironic, 
sarcastic or humorous. Sometimes, though, it can be 
tricky to identify tone when it is written down. 
Knowing how to identify tone in different texts and 
understanding how it is created can help you create 
tone more effectively in your own writing. 
 
When considering the tone of a piece, you need to be clear on what the purpose of the writing 
is. What are you trying to do – persuade, inform, entertain? Begin by considering whether the 
register of the writing should be informal or formal. 
 
Once you have decided on the register, consider what impact you want to have on the reader. 
For example, do you want the reader to be amused, entertained, angry? Do you want to 
persuade them or make them feel emotional? You can achieve this through your use of word 
choice, imagery, punctuation and sentence structure.  
 

Examples 
It was finally here – the night I’d been waiting for! I’d loved them for years – since I had been a child. I’d 
been to other concerts before, but I’d never, ever expected this band to play in Scotland. But tonight – 
oh, in so very few hours! – I’d be standing among 5000 other sweaty fans, faces upturned to the 
spotlights and strobes, just waiting for that first deep note on the base guitar. I felt like a child on 
Christmas Eve. 
 
People died so you could vote. Voting is the way you speak truth to power – it is the way you get your 
voice heard. If you don’t use your voice, you don’t have any right to complain about policies you don’t 
like. Waving some highly amusing placards at a protest with your pals might look good but it does 
nothing. Sharing political posts on Facebook, tweeting about how terrible your MP is and arguing with 
politics shows on TV might feel good – but it does nothing. If you want to make a difference, take action 
that really has an impact. Read up on policies. Be informed. Get yourself into a polling station and do 
your duty – vote!  



Persuasive techniques 
 

Writers will often try to persuade you of something: that their point of view is correct, that you should 

be afraid of something, should buy  something, should want something… make sure you know when 

someone is trying to influence you! 

■ What is bias, and why should I know about it?  

– When your personal opinion is used in a commercial, ad, news story, or other area of the 

media  

–  When an opinion is used, the facts can be overlooked.  

■ Persuasion is often broken down into three areas: ethos, pathos, logos.  

 

 

 

  



 

 

P  is for personal tone - use language that includes the reader and makes 

them feel involved.  

For example, ‘Many animal lovers, like yourself, will be horrified by these 

facts.’ 

 

E  is for emotive language - use words that have a strong emotional impact on 

the reader. Be empathetic. A reader is more inclined to believe you if they 

feel like you can relate to and understand their experiences. Emotional 

appeal is important for persuasive writing, as it targets the audience’s 

sensitivities, while also providing a logical explanation for why their beliefs 

should change. 

For example, ‘The animals are killed’ could be replaced by ‘The animals are 

slaughtered’. The word ‘slaughtered’ is more emotive than the word 

‘killed’. 

 

R  is for rhetorical questions - use questions to make the reader think about 

your viewpoint. Presenting questions that the reader will be forced to 

answer for themselves later on is another good persuasive strategy, 

especially when the information provided to help make that decision is 

supportive of your point of view. 

For example, ‘Do we really want our planet to survive?’ 

 

S  is for say again - repeat key points to reinforce your most important ideas. 

Strategic repetition can be an effective way to gradually remind the reader 

of your message.. 

For example, ‘Time is running out to save this species. Time is running out 

and we must take action.’ 

 

U  is for undermine opposing arguments - show that you recognise an 

opposing viewpoint and then undermine that argument. 



For example, ‘Many people may argue that these tests are essential for the 

progress of medicine. However, evidence shows that other ways of testing 

are just as effective.’ 

 

A  is for anecdotes - use a short, interesting story from real life. 

For example, ‘Beanie the dog was in a terrible state, but slowly recovered 

his cheeky character after some careful treatment and care.’ 

 

D  is for direct address - use personal pronouns, like ‘you’ and ‘your’, to 

involve your reader. 

For example, ‘You must agree that this is a tragic image.’ 

 

E  is for exaggeration - use exaggeration to make your point stronger. 

Emphasize your point. The use of exaggeration in order to express urgency, 

exclusivity, or just to make a point is another useful persuasive technique. 

Hyperbolic statements aren’t meant to be taken literally, but are used 

instead to convey an impactful image. For example, if you’re attempting to 

persuade a reader not to go to a restaurant, you might say their bad service 

“nearly starved you to death.” Although likely untrue, it still creates a vivid 

picture. In marketing, another example is Disney’s slogan: “The happiest 

place on Earth.” It’s a subjective statement that makes use of hyperbole to 

immediately create a desirable feeling for its audience—children and their 

parents. 

For example, ‘This is the greatest tragedy facing our generation.’ 

 

  



  



More techniques 

Shock tactics - include details or imagery that will shock or surprise the reader 

and get their attention. For example, ‘For the first time since the destruction of 

the dinosaurs, we face a global mass extinction of wildlife.' 

 

Be convincing - For example, instead of writing, ‘Many people believe that animal 

testing is a waste of precious life' write, ‘Animal testing is a waste of precious life'. 

The use of the word ‘is’ makes the statement appear factual and therefore more 

convincing. 

 

Research both sides. In order to convince the reader to agree with you, you also 

have to know what you’re trying to get them to disagree with. Your audience may 

be completely stuck in their ways, so knowing both sides of your argument—and 

how to effectively counter the opposition—will assuage any followup questions a 

reader may have that can cast doubt on your position. 
 

  



Writing Your Conclusion 
Persuasive essays introduce a thesis in the introduction and set out to prove it within the body 

of the text. A good concluding paragraph for a persuasive essay should summarise your thesis 

and your key arguments in about 3-5 sentences.  

 

1. Organise your thoughts before writing your concluding paragraph by re-reading your essay. 

Identify the key arguments made within the body of your writing, as well as the thesis proposed 

in the introduction.  

 

2. Summarise your main arguments. Your concluding paragraph should repeat the main points 

that you made within your paper in different words in a clear and concise manner. Make sure to 

include important keywords from each point in your conclusion. For instance, "Gun laws should 

be changed to reflect the evolving needs of today's generations.” 

 

3. Avoid introducing any new ideas. If you feel the need to add something new to the conclusion, 

consider editing the body of your essay to include that information. For example, avoid adding a 

point about how fashion magazines provide unrealistic portrayals of the male body if your paper 

has focused solely on how these magazines affect women. You can, however, create a call to 

action or end with a creative and engaging hook statement.  

 

4. Keep it brief. Your concluding paragraph should only be about 3-5 sentences long. Be efficient in 

your writing and communicate what you need to say as briefly as possible. To stay within this 

sentence range, try: 

• Using the first sentence to restate the 

hypothesis in your introduction, in 

different wording 

• Writing the next 2-3 sentence to 

summarise the key arguments made in 

your paper 

• Having the last 1-2 sentences be a grand 

statement of conclusion, saying what 

your final findings are 

 

5. Try parallel sentences. This writing technique uses patterns of similar words to organise 

thoughts or ideas and show the reader that they are similar, or equal in value. In a concluding 

paragraph, parallel sentences can help organise information in a way that allows you to avoid 

writing too much.  



 

For instance, "Regular exercise reduces stress, improves your sleep, and promotes weight loss." 

6. Use strong, simple language. Your concluding paragraph should drive your point home in a 

straightforward, assertive way. Avoid too much detail in your writing (such as lengthy adjectives 

or descriptions), as it can be distracting. Choose the simplest manner to say what you want to 

communicate. For instance, instead of writing, "The traditional American Dream is not dead and 

gone," write, "The American Dream is not dead.” However, keep in mind that in some cases, 

more elaborate wording may be necessary to drive home your point. 

 

7. Avoid being obvious. A well-written paper does not need to use phrases like "to conclude" or 

"to summarise" in its conclusion. Restate your ideas in a different way, in a paragraph that can 

stand alone as a summary of your research. Your reader, having read the rest of your essay, will 

understand on their own that you are summing up the contents of your essay and presenting 

your conclusion. 

 

8. Use the "look to the future" technique to assert the 

importance of your research. In addition to summarising 

the main points of your paper, your conclusion should 

point towards how your findings will be relevant in the 

future. You can achieve this by refocusing the topic within 

a larger context, and inviting the reader to reflect on how 

it will play out within a bigger picture. Use a thought-

provoking question to communicate that the issue 

deserves further thought. For example, "What will 

happen to small businesses as different industries 

continue to go digital?" 

 

9. Put out a call to action to engage your reader in a memorable way. Establish the importance of 

your essay's conclusion by challenging your reader to do something about it. Turning your final 

findings into a real-life challenge will emphasize the relevance of the topic and your hypothesis. 

For example, "Being environmentally responsible is a necessary step for all people, in order to 

save the parts of nature that we have left." 

 

10. Present an ideal picture to improve your reader's relation to the text. If your essay has 

presented a hypothesis about how something is bad, create a picture of how things could be 

better. The optimistic focus will re-frame your arguments in a more positive way. The possible 

solutions to the issue your have arguments have established gives merit to your thesis without 

undermining the structure of your paper or altering the arguments you made. For example, "If 

this competitive nature of school work were replaced with a more community-based learning 

approach, we might see happier, healthier children." 

Examples: 

So, I think it’s clear that the 
greatest mathematician is 
Pythagoras. His theorem is a major 
part of modern measurements and 
the way technology has developed. 
The fact we still study him today 
shows how important he is.  

He is called ‘the founding father of mathematics’ for very good 
reason. Pythagoras was fundamental in opening the door to 
maths becoming a worthwhile area of study. The uses of his 
theorem are endless: from astronomy, geography, physics and 
engineering, to some very unexpected fields, such as computer 
science and social networking. Even though his theory comes 
from a distant time in history, Pythagoras’s vitally important 
mathematics legacy still impacts on us every single day. 
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Evaluating/Redrafting 
 

For ways to self-evaluate your work, read your essay over carefully and ask 

yourself these questions: 

 

 Are you clear as to the topic/focus of your essay?  Has this been stated 

clearly in the introduction and at relevant points in the essay? 

 Is your introduction interesting and lively? 

 Is everything in your essay relevant to the topic/question? 

 Have you clearly linked all of your paragraphs to the topic/question? 

 Have you structured each paragraph correctly? 

 Have you written enough? 

 Have you included enough quotations? 

 Are all your quotations relevant to your topic/points? 

 Have you written a final paragraph summing up and evaluating your 

topic/question? 

 

REMEMBER! 

Be honest and self-critical when evaluating, but also be fair to yourself –  

there will be bad stuff and good!  

 



TECHNICAL ACCURACY/ PROOFREADING 
 

Try to become aware of the areas in which you 

frequently have problems, and focus on the 

questions that will help you target those areas. 

• Make sure you proof read your work after 

it is finished to make sure your writing is 

accurate.  

• Edit it to make it better – change mistakes 

and improve your writing by adding more 

information, better words etc. 

• Can you add graphics, headings etc to make the layout more interesting? 

• Make sure you have accurate spelling! Use a dictionary to help you. 

• Make sure you use capital letters and full stops to mark sentences. 

• Make sure you use commas, question marks and exclamation marks. 

• Use more complex punctuation like brackets, dashes, colons, semi colons. 

• Use paragraphs for new points, new ideas etc. 

LANGUAGE 

 Can what you have written be easily understood? 

 Is the vocabulary always the most suitable/sophisticated it could be? 

 Is your grammar and expression accurate? 

 Have you repeated yourself without meaning to?  Can you use an alternative word/phrase 

instead? 

ORGANISATION 

 Is your writing organised into clear sentences and paragraphs? 

 Are your paragraphs correctly laid out? 

 Do your paragraphs flow smoothly into each other?  Have you linked your paragraphs 

effectively?  Have you used appropriate connectives? 

MECHANICS 

 Is your handwriting always legible? 

 Is your spelling accurate?  Are there any spellings 

which you are not sure of? 

 Is your punctuation accurate, particularly at the 

beginning and end of each sentence? 

 Have you punctuated quotations and titles correctly 

with inverted commas? 

 

 



Possible Topics 
 

Arts/Culture 

• Should students be required to learn an instrument in school? 
• Can music be an effective way to treat mental illness? 
• With e-readers so popular, have libraries become obsolete? 
• Are the Harry Potter books more popular than they deserve to be? 
• Should music with offensive language come with a warning label? 
• What’s the best way for museums to get more people to visit? 
• Should students be able to substitute an art or music class for a PE class in school? 
• Are the Kardashians good or bad role models for young people? 

Economic 

• Should people in higher income brackets pay more taxes? 
• Should all high school students be required to take a class on financial literacy? 
• Is it possible to achieve the American dream, or is it only a myth? 
• Is it better to spend a summer as an unpaid intern at a prestigious company or as a paid 

worker at a local store/restaurant? 
• Should the UK impose more or fewer tariffs? 
• Should college graduates have their student loans forgiven? 
• Should restaurants eliminate tipping and raise staff wages instead? 

 

Education 

• Which is more important: PE class or music class? 
• Is it better to have year-round school with shorter breaks throughout the year? 
• Should students be taught sex education in school? 
• What’s the most effective way to change the behaviour of school bullies? 
• Are exams the most accurate way to measure intelligence? 
• Should students be able to learn sign language instead of a foreign language? 
• Does doing homework actually help students learn more? 
• Should parents/teachers be able to ban certain books from schools? 
• What’s the best way to reduce cheating in school? 

 

Ethics 

• Should there be limits to free speech? 
• Should students be required to perform community service to graduate high school? 
• Should convicted felons who have completed their sentence be allowed to vote? 
• Should gun ownership be allowed in the UK? 
• Should recycling be made mandatory? 
• Are there any circumstances where torture should be allowed? 
• Should children under the age of 18 be able to get plastic surgery for cosmetic reasons? 



• Should white supremacy groups be allowed to hold rallies in public places? 
• Does making abortion illegal make women more or less safe? 
• Does foreign aid actually help developing countries? 
• Are there times a person’s freedom of speech should be curtailed? 
• Should people over a certain age not be allowed to adopt children? 

 

Government/Politics 

• Should the minimum voting age be raised/lowered/kept the same? 
• Who should be the next person printed on Scottish banknotes? 
• Should the UK’s military budget be reduced? 
• Did China’s one child policy have overall positive or negative impacts on the country? 
• Should DREAMers be granted US citizenship? 
• Is national security more important than individual privacy? 
• What responsibility does the government have to help homeless people? 
• Should the UK increase or decrease the number of refugees it allows in each year? 
• Should privately-run prisons be abolished? 
• Will Brexit end up helping or harming the UK? 
• Should Scotland become an independent country? 

 
 Health 

• What’s the best way to reduce the spread of Covid? 
• Is the Keto diet a safe and effective way to lose weight? 
• Should public schools require all students who attend to be vaccinated? 
• Is eating genetically modified food safe? 
• What’s the best way to lower the teen pregnancy rate? 
• Should recreational marijuana be legalized nationwide? 
• Should birth control pills be available without a prescription? 
• Should pregnant women be forbidden from buying cigarettes and alcohol? 
• Why has anxiety increased in adolescents? 
• Are low-carb or low-fat diets more effective for weight loss? 

 
History 

• Was King Arthur a mythical legend or actual Dark Ages king? 
• Was the US justified in dropping atomic bombs during WWII? 
• What was the primary cause of the First World War? 
• What was the primary cause of the Second World War? 
• What was the primary cause of the Rwandan genocide? 
• What happened to the settlers of the Roanoke colony? 
• Was disagreement over slavery the primary cause of the US Civil War? 
• What has caused the numerous disappearances in the Bermuda triangle? 
• What was the Holocaust and what was its impact? 

 

Science 

• Should nuclear power be banned? 
• Is scientific testing on animals necessary? 



• Do zoos help or harm animals? 
• Should scientists be allowed to clone humans? 
• Should animals in circuses be banned? 
• Should fracking be legal? 
• Should people be allowed to keep exotic animals as pets? 
• What’s the best way to reduce illegal poaching in Africa? 
• What is the best way to reduce the impact of global warming? 
• Should euthanasia be legalized? 
• Is there legitimate evidence of extraterrestrial life? 
• Should people be banned from owning aggressive dog breeds? 
• Should the government devote more money towards space exploration? 
• Should the government subsidise renewable forms of energy? 
• Is solar energy worth the cost? 
• Should stem cells be used in medicine? 
• Is it right for the US to leave the Paris Climate Agreement? 

 

Sports 

• Should athletes who fail a drug test receive a lifetime ban from the sport? 
• Should college athletes receive a salary? 
• Should the SFA/SPFL do more to prevent concussions in players? 
• Do PE classes help students stay in shape? 
• Should horse racing be banned? 
• Should cheerleading be considered a sport? 
• Should children younger than 18 be allowed to play full contact rugby? 
• Are the costs of hosting an Olympic Games worth it? 

 
Technology 

• Can online schools be as effective as traditional schools? 
• Do violent video games encourage players to be violent in real life? 
• Should facial recognition technology be banned? 
• Does excessive social media use lead to depression/anxiety? 
• Has the rise of translation technology made knowing multiple languages obsolete? 
• Was Steve Jobs a visionary or just a great marketer? 
• Should social media be banned for children younger than a certain age? 
• Which 21st-century invention has had the largest impact on society? 
• Are ride-sharing companies like Uber and Lyft good or bad for society? 
• Should Facebook have done more to protect the privacy of its users? 
• Will technology end up increasing or decreasing inequality worldwide? 

 


