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What is the difference between Pharmacy and Pharmacology? 

Pharmacology is a specialised BSc degree course in Chemistry – the chemistry of 
drugs and medicines. A Pharmacy degree is a 4 year Masters degree recognised as 
by the professional body the General Pharmaceutical Council. Once qualified as a 
Pharmacist you can undertake further training which qualifies you to prescribe. 

 

What happens at the end of the course – what are the consequences? 

When leaving with a pharmacology degree, you would probably go into the 
pharmaceutical industry – into laboratories and the manufacture of drugs. 

Pharmacy is a vocational degree – after the course and 1 year’s paid training, you 
are a qualified professional – you have a guaranteed route into employment as a 
pharmacist dispensing medicine to patients. Whereas Pharmacologists will focus on 
how drugs work and you are most likely  to work in a drugs company. 

However as pharmacists we can do both of these jobs.You can work in a hospital, in 
the community, in a GP practice, or in the industry. You can continue to up skill. You 
will be employed straight after university as Pharmacists are in demand. 

It is a 4 year Masters degree (MPharm), with a fifth year which is a transition paid 
training year preparing you for registration as a Pharmacist.  

 

Where can I study in Scotland: 
There are 2 specific Pharmacy courses in Scotland, Strathclyde in Glagow and 
Robert Gordon’s in Aberdeen. You must take a Pharmacy degree course if you want 
to become a Pharmacist. Most major universities provide Pharmacology courses. 

 

To be a Pharmacist: 

You do not have to be a genius, but you need a good understanding and interest in 
science. Your people skills need to be excellent. If you fail a year, you can’t progress 
to the next year, you have to re-sit in summer. 
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My Career Path, Speaker 1: 

I did work experience at a pharmacy. I was always interested in science, but medical 
training seemed too long, however I still wanted to work in something related to 
health and to chemistry. I trained at RGU at Aberdeen, it was great, it is a fun city. It 
is a student city, and a very good school of Pharmacy. They organised my 
registration training year. 

I then went to a hospital and a community pharmacy. I thought originally I wanted to 
work as a hospital pharmacist.  

I completed my RGU, my pre-registration year, and then have worked in a 
community pharmacy since 2000. I completed the extra training so I am a prescriber. 
As well as dispensing medicines in a community pharmacy I spend part of my week 
at a GP practice carrying out medication reviews and prescribing.  

 

My Career Path, Speaker 2: 

I trained in New Zealand. I started on a college diploma course. After my 
pre-registration year I cross-accredited my first course and completed a pharmacy 
degree at Otsgo University. 

I worked initially as a drugs rep. I went round the South Island in New Zealand 
visiting GP’s to tell them about new medications. I became a product manager, and 
worked in marketing. I then worked with a group of GPS as a prescribing advisor, to 
look at which were the most effective, but least expensive medications. In Scotland, I 
continued this work with NHS Lothian, looking at medication reviews with GPs in 
primary care. I took extra qualifications (an MSc in prescribing sciences, and a PhD 
in health improvement), and am now mainly doing data analyst. I analyse prescribing 
for the health board for 240 practices and head up a team of 6 data analysts. 
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Community Pharmacist, Speaker 1: 

I have a more traditional career working both in a GP Practice and a Community 
Pharmacy. 

Doctors are good at diagnosis, but prescribing medication is not necessarily their 
speciality. They may not know the fine detail about dosages, how best to switch 
between medicines, how medicines work together. Pharmacists have this 
specialised knowledge and often are better prescribers. 

I enjoy being a community pharmacist, meeting patients and increasing the 
well-being of patients. Patients don’t always take what they are prescribed – they 
can be given 2 carrier bags of medication – but are only taking a fraction of this. So 
much medication is not toucheda, it is brought back to the pharmacy. We have 
yellow bins overflowing with returned medication and this leads to escalating costs. 

I try to promote healthy prescribing, so the patients own their own health. ‘Does that 
work for you?’ It is an interesting subject. 

 

How much can you earn? 

You start in band 6, between 28,000 to 32,000. In retail, a junior pharmacist, might 
earn 35,000. 

The more you up skill, you move through the bands to the highest band 9. It is your 
choice if you wish to upskill. 

The advantages are you can leave university, pay off your loans, have a salary, 
easily find a good job. I started 10 years ago in pharmacy on the high street but now 
worki in GP practices, which are busy, dynamic and interesting. I acquire knowledge 
from both. 

 

What are the hours? 

Good question, unlike doctors and nurses in the NHS, it can be a 9 to 5, a 5 day a 
week job, you can choose to work weekends and have days off during the week 
instead. 

For a medic, after a long training, they can be on call 24/7. There are not the same 
pressures in pharmacy. 
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