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∗Update on Curriculum for Excellence and 
new qualifications

Aims of the evening

new qualifications
∗ Introduce curriculum plans
∗Outline the course choice process

Good evening and welcome to this curriculum information evening. My name is PC and I’m deputy headteacher. (Apology about confusion over times)Tonight this presentation aims to provide an update on CfE and the new qualifications that your children in S2 will take from S4 onwards. I’ll talk about the curriculum changes that are taking place and how these affect your children, and I’ll also outline the course choice process and the decisions that S2 students are about to make. This presentation will take about 25 minutes and then there will be an opportunity to ask questions- Sharee MacKerron and I will be happy to try to answer these. So if you’ve not yet had your tea, I’ll not kep you too long!



Why not keep the status quo?

∗ Curriculum rated as “good” by HMIE
∗ Wide range of courses on offer∗ Wide range of courses on offer
∗ However- need to develop a broad general 

curriculum for all learners S1-S3
∗ Feedback from learners

So firstly – why do we need to make any changes to our curriculum? What’s wrong with keeping things the way they are?We have a very good curriculum- in our recent HMIe inspection we were rated “good” for our provision to meet the needs of a diverse range of student needs. We certainly have a wide choice of courses pitched at different levels- and increasingly we are developing courses which have a focus on employability skills which will prepare youngsters for the world of work. However we have to ensure that we meet the entitlements for all our learners as part of curriculum for excellence and address national curriculum advice and guidelines. And in developing our curriculum we want to ensure that we consult our youngsters and take on board their feedback



The rationale for change

Skills
Assessment

Active Learning & 
Teaching

So here is the national picture- CfE is in its second year. Our curriculum in S1 and S2 has been revised and refreshed in line with the experiences and outcomes in each of the curricular areas. We have increased focus on delivering skills – skills for learning, life and work and providing opportunities for children to apply these skills in new and relevant contexts- as we are doing in the interdisciplinary learning programme which I’ll talk about a little later on. We have done a lot of work as a staff to develop learning and teaching methodology- for example active and cooperative learning. And developing an improved assessment strategy is a big national focus- assessment which informs and supports learning and teaching, and doesn’t mean teaching to an exam.



∗ Challenge and Enjoyment 
∗ Breadth 
∗

Curriculum for Excellence
Principles for Curriculum Design

∗ Progression 
∗ Depth
∗ Personalisation and Choice 
∗ Coherence 
∗ Relevance

There are seven design principles which the Scottish government recommend that schools consider in designing or revising the curriculumA curriculum that meets the needs of all our learners- whether they will follow an academic pathway or a more vocational journey through their school career. With opportunities for active learning: questioning, doing, thinking, and to have a sense of enjoyment integral to learningAn entitlement to a broad, general education in the junior phase – that’s S1- S3-with students studying in all the curriculum areas – in maths, Languages, Science, Maths, Social Subjects, Expressive Arts, technologies and Health and Wellbeing-and experiencing minimum level 3 outcomes and experiencesOpportunities to develop skills and knowledge through subject progression from S1 right through to S6 and into higher education or workOpportunities for deep learning – through studying subjects in depth, introducing electives and applying learning in unfamiliar contextsIncreased personalisation and choice- more opportunities for students to make decisions about their own learning, for example, to direct own learning, select topics of interest, or choose electives or subjects which will improve motivation and increase engagement – Its about providing Options in the senior phase- and the opportunity to gain qualifications A coherent curriculum that builds on prior knowledge, that develops skills for learning, life & work, that has progression through content and courses from S1- to S6A relevant and coherent curriculum that prepares our learners for life and work in the 21st century- where the holistic achievements and qualities of the learner are valued .



∗ S1-S3 Junior Phase: all learners entitled to a broad 
general education in all curriculum areas

Languages, Maths, Science, Social Subjects, Expressive 

Learner Entitlement

Languages, Maths, Science, Social Subjects, Expressive 
Arts, Technologies, Health & Wellbeing, RME

∗ S4-S6 Senior Phase: all learners entitled to a senior 
phase leading to qualifications

The national document which sets out the curriculum requirements and aims is Building the Curriculum 3, and I’ve included this quote as it sums up succinctly the entitlement of all learners in the Junior phase of the curriculum- “The curriculum must include the sciences, languages and literacy, mathematics and numeracy, social studies, expressive arts, health and wellbeing, religious and moral education and technologies. All of these elements must be part of every learner’s broad general education from early years up to the end of S3, although there will be opportunities for some specialisation within areas to reflect the learner’s progress and interest.”
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Interdisciplinary learning

Literacy, Numeracy and Health & wellbeing

This slide shows the S2 curriculum that your children are experiencing currently.8 curriculum areasIDL and literacy, numeracy and health and well being developed across the curriculumThere are 3 IDL units over the course of the year



∗ to make some choices earlier-
∗ to try new courses before committing 

to 2 year course

Feedback from our learners

to 2 year course
∗ to concentrate on fewer subjects in 

more depth at exam stage
∗ S2 course different to S1
∗ Opportunity to do Highers over 2 years

In developing the curriculum we have done a lot of work over the last two years to ensure that we implement the national curriculum in a way that suits Broughton’s context- so we have consulted widely with staff, students and with parents So what do our students want?Make some choices earlier- so we have perosnalisation and choice happening in S3Chance to try courses before committing to a 2 year course- again the third year curriculum will facilitate thisThey wanted to be able to concentrate on fewer subjects but in more depth at exam stageThey want the S2 course to be different to S1Opportunity to do Highers over 2 years



S3 Curriculum
Increased Personalisation & Choice
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Physical education, Personal and social education, Religious & Moral Education

Chem/Biol/Phys



S4 Curriculum
(Start of the senior phase)

∗ Entitlement to gain qualifications
∗ Learning in depth
∗ Select 7 subjects (Access, National 4 or 5)∗ Select 7 subjects (Access, National 4 or 5)
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O
ption 5

PE, RME,PSE

S1 Traditional orientation course:S2 Core time in all curriculum areas plus 3 options plus IDL S3 Core time in all curriculum areas plus 3 options.  Flexible period for study/skills development S4 English and Maths compulsory plus 5 choices from ANY curricular area.  Certification at end of S4- ACCESS, Nat 4 and 5, Higher for some specialists S5 5 subjects, 1 period PE, rota RME/PSD     S6 4 subjects, PE, PSD, RME/Citizenship and wider achievement OR 5 subjects, 1 period PE, rota RME/PSD 



∗ increased personalisation and choice - increased 
motivation and engagement 

∗ 7 subjects may raise attainment

Broughton’s Perspective

∗ 7 subjects may raise attainment
∗ opportunity to try new courses from S2-

specialisation
∗ principles of a broad general education 
∗ options based on individual  strengths and interests
∗ Increased subject time in S4 
∗ certification ( National 4 and Access) at end of S3 for 

subjects which are not being continued

Learner centred model- flexible and meets the needs of all- students can create a personalised curriculum in S4increased personalisation and choice leads to increased motivation and engagement focus on 7 subjects may raise attainment by enabling student to study in depth in subjects they have chosenopportunity to try new courses from S2-  at this stage they have not necessarily committed to a two year course- specialisationretains the principles of a broad general education and entitlement in all curricular areas from S1- S3ability to opt into subjects where students have particular strengthsincrease in subject time in S4 prior to exam presentation in all subjects – slightly fewer subjects means that the time allocation is greaterCan explore certification ( National 4 and Access) at end of S3 for subjects which are not being continued



S5/6: The Senior Phase

∗ Select 5/4 subjects (National 4/5, Higher and Advanced Highers)
∗ Opportunities for wider achievement

PE, RME,PSE, wider achievement

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 Option 5

Wider achievement- buddying, supporting in classes, voulnteering, developing leadership, PSD programme, DofE



Questions?Questions?



What’s happening with SQA 
qualifications?

∗ http://www.sdenetwork
.org/wp-.org/wp-
content/uploads/2011/03
/SQA_new_logo_rgb.jpg



National 4 and National 5 will replace Standard 
Grade General and Credit, and Intermediate 1/2

Advanced Higher
HigherHigher
National 5       replaces Int 2/ SG credit
National 4       replaces Int 1/ SG General
Access 3          replaces SG Foundation
Access 2
Access 1



∗ Access and National 4 assessed by teachers- no 
external assessment- pass or fail

∗ National 5- internal unit assessments and external 

What’s different?

∗ National 5- internal unit assessments and external 
course assessment- courses graded A-D

∗ More time for learning and teaching- reduced time 
for assessment

∗ Improved progression from National 4 to National 5 
and Higher

Courses will continue to contain work which is assessed and marked throughout the year by teachers, as it is at present. For example, teachers will continue to mark assessments such as PE or drama performances and English listening and talking assessments.These are ‘Units’ of work which are marked as pass or fail in all National Qualifications.Individual subjects at Access 1, Access 2, Access 3 and National 4 levels will not be graded but marked overall by pass or fail.If a learner fails an end of year assessment/exam, they will receive credit for what they have achieved at that level. This is similar to what currently happens with a number of our other qualifications.Subjects at National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher will be graded A to D.If a learner fails an end of year assessment, they will receive credit for what they have achieved at the level they were working at. This is similar to what currently happens with a number of our other qualifications.



Timeline

2012-13       Last examinations of Standard Grade2012-13       Last examinations of Standard Grade

2013-14      New National 4 and National 5

2014-15     New revised Higher qualification

2015-16     New revised Advanced Higher qualification



Monday 5 December Course choice booklets available

Tuesday 6 December S2 Course Choice Assembly

The Course Choice Process

Tuesday 6 December S2 Course Choice Assembly

Thursday 8 December Parents information evening

Friday 16 December Provisional course choices made

Friday 16 March Report cards issued

Tuesday 27 March S2 parents evening

Friday 30th March Final course choice confirmed





S3 Courses
Administration
Art & Design
Biology
Business Management
Chemistry
Computing & Information 

Geography
Graphic Communication
Health & Food Technology
Hospitality 
History
Life Skills – ASDAN 
MathematicsComputing & Information 

Science
Design and Manufacture
Digital Media
Dance 
Drama
English
Expressive Arts
Fashion and Textile Technology

Mathematics
Media Studies
Modern Languages
Modern Studies
Music
Physical Education
Physics
Practical Wood/Metal Skills
Psychology
RMPS   



Questions?Questions?


