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INTRODUCTION 
For Parents/Carers 

 
Students in S2 are now more than half way through their broad, general education at 
Broughton High School. This is the point at which we encourage learners to reflect on their 
interests and strengths, and to review their progress in learning so far. This process informs 
the choices students make and enables them to follow a personalised curriculum in S3. This 
process is referred to as a “Review of Learning.” 

 
There is a wide range of subjects available in S3, some of which will be new. Details of all 
subjects offered are provided within this booklet. It is important that students have a good 
understanding about all the subjects offered before making choices. Students can access 
further information from their subject and Guidance teachers. Information about all the new 
courses on offer will be shared with learners during PSE in early January 2023. There is a 
scheduled virtual curriculum session for parents too. 

 

What choices will learners make? 
 

All students continue with English and Literacy, Maths and Numeracy, Physical Education, 
Religious and Moral Education and Personal and Social Education. 
They will make choices within each curriculum area: 

 

• Science 

• Social Subjects 

• Expressive Arts 

• Languages 

• Technologies 
 

In addition, they will choose three electives from any curriculum area. This allows our learners 
to complete the final year of the broad general education, whilst facilitating individual 
personalisation and choice. 

Specialist Provision 

Specialist Dancers make choices in all curriculum areas and three elective choices. Specialist 
Footballers make choices in all curriculum areas and three elective choices. Please be aware 
that it is sometimes necessary to reduce the Specialist Football electives to two, depending 
upon the final make-up of the timetable. Specialist Musicians will also make choices from all 
curriculum areas and one elective choice. 

By the end of S3, students have completed their broad, general education and are ready to 
finalise subject choices. They are now ready to specialise and study in-depth towards 
qualifications. At this stage students choose five subjects to continue to study in the Senior 
Phase, in addition to Maths and English. 
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S4 
In S4 students study their chosen subjects in much greater depth and are presented for 
qualifications in seven subjects at either National 3, 4 or 5 levels. For a few students, 
presentation may be at Higher level where this is deemed appropriate. Students continue to 
study core PE, RME and PSE. 

 

Review of Learning Timeline 
 

From January 2020, students will start to review their learning and make choices within 
curricular areas. It is important that this occurs after discussion with teachers, parents and 
carers, and reflects learners’ strengths and interests. 

 

16 January 2023 Online curriculum evening for parents and carers 

January 2023 Link to Review of Learning booklets issued to students. 
Discussion takes place in PSE lessons with Pupils Support Leaders. 
Each pupil receives a copy of the Review of Learning option sheet 
to be taken home for discussion with parents. 

3 February 2022 Provisional choices made 

21 April 2022 S3 courses finalised 

 
 

We are trialling an online system for course choices this year. More information will be 
provided in the next few weeks. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact the 
appropriate Pupil Support Leader if you have any questions which you feel remain unanswered.  

 
 

Lisa Evans  
Depute Head teacher  

 
lisa.evans@broughton.edin.sch.uk 

mailto:lisa.evans@broughton.edin.sch.uk
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Information for Students 
 

Reviewing your learning and making choices 
 

You are about to make choices about some of the subjects you will study next year. These 
choices are provisional which means that these choices are not final, and you could still 
change them if there is a good reason for this. It is important that you think very hard about 
the subjects you like, or are good at, or that you find interesting. Choosing subjects will help 
ensure that you are motivated and enthusiastic about your learning. It will help ensure that 
you are happy with your personal curriculum - and this leads to successful learning! 

 
 
 

What subjects can I take? 

Everyone will study English and Maths. In addition, you will choose eight subjects. The 
columns have been carefully designed so that everyone in S3 studies a broad, general 
education as part of the Curriculum for Excellence. You will choose one subject from each 
curricular area (colour coded) and 3 additional choices from any curricular area. 

 
Research as much as possible before making any decisions about your subjects. 

 
It is important that you make choices that interest you. For example, if you are interested in 
Science and Technology, you may wish to select subjects which allow you to develop these 
skills in S3. Choosing a course because your friends are doing it is not a good reason for a 
course choice! You will make lots of new friends in S3 in addition to keeping your old friends. 
This is an exciting part of starting S3. 

 

It is also important that you know what the subject entry requirements are if you are 
considering a specific career choice and/or university entrance. The School Library has 
information about all the Scottish universities and colleges, but you can also research online. 

 

http://www.planitplus.net/schoolzone/ 
http://www.ucas.com/students/coursesearch/ 
http://myworldofwork.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/ 

 
 

 

And finally, it is important to keep your options open and follow a broad and balanced course. 
Our curriculum structure is designed to support you to do this. 

http://www.planitplus.net/schoolzone/
http://www.ucas.com/students/coursesearch/
http://myworldofwork.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/
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Administration and IT 
 

This course is practical and places a strong emphasis on IT applications – Word Processing, 
Spreadsheets, Databases, Desktop Publishing, PowerPoint and Electronic Communication – 
as well as developing valuable employability skills to help pupils with their future careers. 

 
 

 

 
What will I learn? 

 

• ICT skills for today’s world of work 

• Planning and organising for events 

• Presenting and communicating information 

• Modern working practices 

• Problem solving skills 

• Decision making skills 

 

With increasing use of IT across all types of employment and business, it is important that 
pupils are able to enter into employment or further education with skills and knowledge of IT 
systems and this course will help achieve this. 

 
 

Progression: 
 

The course prepares pupils for qualifications in Administration and IT at National 4 or National 
5 in S4. 



7  

Biology 
What will I learn? 
You will gain knowledge and understanding of biology and develop skills through a variety of 
approaches including practical activities. You will develop scientific specific skills such as 
experimentation and investigation, and skills for learning, life and work. 

You will study 3 units: 

Biology: Cell Biology 
In this unit, learners will develop knowledge and skills and carry out practical and other 
learning activities related to study and investigation of the cell. This will include cell structure 
and processes within cells such as transport, photosynthesis and respiration, as well as, DNA, 
protein and biotechnology. 

Biology: Multi-cellular Organisms 
In this unit, learners will develop new skills and carry out practical learning activities related 
to the study of whole organisms. This will include a comparative approach to the study of 
plants and animals through areas such as reproduction and inheritance, the need for 
transport within organisms, digestion and associated enzymes, control and communication 
and health. 

Biology: Life on Earth 
Learners carry out practical and other learning activities related to the study and investigation 
of life on earth. This includes ecosystems, evolution, natural selection and competition, 
behaviour, biodiversity, decay, recycling and micro-organisms and ethical issues. 

Students following National 4 and 5 courses will also have an added value unit which draws 
upon and extends skills they have learned from the other units. In this unit, they demonstrate 
their breadth of knowledge and skills required in unfamiliar contexts. 

Progression and Careers 
You can continue to study Biology at National 4 or 5, Higher level and AH levels. 

Possible career-paths include: 

Dentist Forensic Scientist Vet Conservationist 
Psychologist Molecular Biologist Nurse Zoo Keeper 
Brewer Geneticist Hairdresser Marine Biologist 
Optician Physiotherapist Teacher Doctor 
Pharmacist 
Horticulturist 

Food Tester 
Gardener 

Radiographer 
Beautician 

Dietician 

 
In a recent government study it was found that there is an increase in demand for students 
with STEM qualifications (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 
As a result, students with STEM qualifications can expect to have a wider choice of careers 
and expect to earn more than non-STEM subjects 

Assessment: National 3 and National 4 are internally assessed, while National 5 has external 
assessment. 
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Business Enterprise 
This course develops a wide range of skills for learning, life and work, including essential 
employability skills. Pupils will learn about starting a business, product development, the 
functional areas of business including marketing and finance, and the use of IT in organising 
and running a business. 

 

 
 
 

 
By choosing this course pupils will have opportunities to develop their enterprise skills, 
employability skills and IT skills by partaking in business projects and linking with real 
businesses. 

 
 

Progression: 
 

Business Enterprise prepares pupils for qualifications in: 
 

• National 4 Business 

 

• National 5 Business Management 
 

• National Progression Award in Employability and Enterprise 

 

• Business Management Higher 
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Chemistry 
Chemistry is involved with materials of every description. Their source 
can be the earth, the atmosphere or anything living there. 
Chemistry touches on many areas of study – biology, economics, 
geography, astronomy, geology, physics and, of course, medical 
science. A Chemistry certificate or degree can be a useful entry to non- 
scientific pursuits. Success in this subject also shows an ability to 
assimilate information, to reason clearly and to present 
a coherent solution to a theoretical or practical problem. 

 

What will I learn? 
You will develop important and relevant skills, attitudes and attributes related to Chemistry 
including: developing scientific and analytical thinking skills, developing an understanding of 
Chemistry’s role in scientific issues, acquiring and applying knowledge of Chemistry concepts, 
developing understanding of chemical products and how they are formed and applied in 
society. There are 3 units: 

 
Atoms, Acids and Alkalis 
You will build on detailed chemical concepts and use these in analytical applications. You will 
develop skills and awareness of ethical and environmental issues in a local and international 
context. 

 

Nature’s Chemistry 
You will build on the understanding of natural resources and associated products to gain 
knowledge and develop skills. You will apply these skills when considering ethical and 
environmental implications of the application of chemical knowledge to fuelling and feeding 
a modern society. 

 

Chemistry in Society 
You will be introduced to important chemical concepts and apply skills in areas such as the 
development and use of novel and new materials, including forms of energy generation. 

 
Progression. 
You can progress to National 4 or 5, Higher or AH Chemistry. 
In a recent government study it was found that there is an increase in 
demand for students with STEM qualifications (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths). As a result, students with STEM qualifications 
can expect to have a wider choice of careers and expect to earn more 
than non-STEM subjects. 

 

Assessment 
National 3 and National 4 courses are internally assessed. National 5 has external assessment. 
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Classical Studies 

This course may be for you if you are interested in archaeology, 
mythology, literature, history, society, art and architecture. It 
combines many of the skills you have learnt in English, 
History and RMPS. 

 
What will I learn? 

 

• Who were the Greeks? 

• Who were the Romans? 

• What it was like to live in 5th Century BC? Focussing on aspects such as:- 
- Society (the difference between the sexes, the wealthy and the poor in 

society) 
- Culture 
- Politics 

- Religious cults 

• The reading and interpretation of classical texts – Tragedies, Comedies and Epic 

• What does the architecture and art tell us about life in classical times? 

 

Units of the course are:- 
 

• Life in Classical Greece 

• Classical Literature 

• Life in the Roman World 

 
Progression: 
Students can continue to study Classical Studies 
at National 4, National 5 and Higher and then 
onto degree level. 

 
 
 

Employability: 
 

Students graduating from Classical Studies are highly valued 
by employers. They learn to think logically, to compile and 
evaluate evidence and express themselves clearly and 
succinctly both orally and in writing. Classicists can make 
their way into careers as diverse as journalism, law, the wine 
trade, computing, Civil Service, insurance, public relations to 
name a few. 
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Computing Science 
Computing Science is vital to everyday life — socially, technologically and economically; it 
shapes the world in which we live and its future. Computing is embedded in the world around 
us, from systems and devices in our homes and places of work, to how we access education, 
entertainment, transportation and communication. 

 

In S3 pupils will experience a wide range of activities that will prepare them for the certificate 
courses we offer. These activities provide opportunities for pupils to enhance transferable 
skills in planning and organising, working independently and in groups, critical thinking and 
decision making, research, communication and self-and peer-evaluation, in a range of 
contexts. The multimedia aspect of the course allows pupils to develop their knowledge and 
skills in the acquisition and editing of digital media. They will also gain practical skills in a 
range of software applications and tools. 

 

What will I learn? 
There will be an emphasis on skills development and the application of those skills. 

 

• Computational thinking 

• Computer Architecture 

• Software Development Process 

• Programming (Scratch, LiveCode, HTML, SQL) 

• Databases 

• Web Design 

• Graphics/Photoshop 

• Animation 

• Internet Safety 

 

Progression: National 4 and 5 Computing Science 
 

In a recent government study it was found that there is an increase in demand for students 
with STEM qualifications (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths). 
As a result, students with STEM qualifications may expect to have a wide choice of careers. 
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Dance (Specialist) 
National 5 

Entry 

Students will be accepted onto the course based on 
their progress and commitment throughout S1 and S2, 
or by audition. 

 

Technical Skills 
Learners will develop their technical dance skills for solo and/or group dance performances. 
Dance techniques will be explored practically and developed in a range of dance styles before 
being applied in choreographed sequences. Learners will develop critical thinking skills and 
appreciation of dance. They will evaluate their own work and the work of others. 

 
Choreography 
Learners will develop and use self-expression and creative problem-solving skills. They will 
apply their knowledge and understanding of a range of choreographic devices and structures 
within the creative process to create short choreographed sequences. They will learn how to 
appreciate the impact of theatre arts on choreography and performance. 

 
Course Assessment 
The course assessment consists of three mandatory components: 
Component 1: question paper 
Component 2: practical activity 
Component 3: performance 

The Performance assessment, requires learners to perform a teacher choreographed 
Technical Solo (in one chosen dance style), and complete a Practical Activity in which 
candidates create a choreography for two dancers, and plan and review the process. 
Candidates are also required to sit the Question Paper for National 5 Dance. This will assess 
their knowledge and understanding of course work, evaluation of their own work and 
personal performance, the knowledge and understanding of a chosen dance style and the 
evaluation of a professional choreography. The question paper will account for 20% of the 
overall mark for the course assessment. 

 

Progression 
This course or its units may provide progression to: 

    Higher Dance in S4 

    Further study, employment and/or training 
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Dance (Non-Specialist) 
 
 
 

 

Is it for me? 
 

• This is not a specialist course. However, students should 

have some previous experience and/or interest in dance. 

• The course requires dedication and an interest to learn more and develop dance 

skills and knowledge. 

• Students will work towards learning skills that will help them to progress onto 

the National Progression Award in dance at SCQF level 4 in fourth year. 

About the course 
 

This is an introductory course in dance in which learners will explore choreography and gain 
an appreciation of dance skills and techniques in Jazz and Contemporary. 

 

Assessment - for Progress 

 
Students will develop knowledge, understanding and skills in choreography and two 

different styles of dance: Contemporary and Jazz. Students will take part in classwork and 

tutor-taught solos which will be recorded for evidence of their progress. Choreography 

tasks and choreographic studies will be filmed for evidence of progress. 

 

Progression 

 
Students will be able to go on to study their National Progression Award in Dance SCQF level 

4 in fourth year. 

 

Please note - Class kit list: Black top and black leggings, hair must be tied up, bare feet. 

There is no need to buy dance shoes for the course. 

 

If anyone has any queries or would like to know more about the course, please speak to Ms 

Day in the Dance Department. 
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English for Speakers of Other Languages 

Available at Beginners level to N5 Level 
 

This course is aimed at candidates whose home language is not English. This course will 
develop the skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking in order to better understand 
and use English in everyday life, in work and in study-related contexts. 

 
 

What will I learn? 
The course offers candidates opportunities to develop and extend a wide range of skills, in 
particular: 

• to develop reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in English 

• understand detailed written and spoken texts in English for use in everyday life, work 
and study 

• produce detailed written English for use in everyday life, work and study 
• interact with others showing understanding of and using detailed spoken English for 

use in everyday life, work and study 

• apply knowledge and understanding of language in spoken and written English 
 

Assessment 
There are two main internal units: 

• ESOL for everyday life 
• ESOL in context – work and study 

 

Candidates also complete an Added Value Unit (N4) which is an individual project, delivered 
orally. National 5 candidates will sit externally assessed assessments in reading, listening, 
talking and writing. 

 
Progression 

Learners who pass National 3 will gain entry to the National 4 course in S4. 
- Learners who pass National 4 will gain entry to the National 5 course in S4. 
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English 
 

The English course will develop your skills in listening and talking, reading and 
writing and will equip you to understand and use language in a variety of 
different contexts. 

 

In English, you will study protest poetry and poetry from minority voices. You 
will analyse music lyrics and show how these are poetry in themselves. You 
will study a Shakespeare text and a piece of journalism. There will also be opportunities to 
study fiction texts and to undertake personal reading. 

 
What will I learn? 

 
- How to create an effective talk presentation 
- How to listen for information and to evaluate the speaker’s skill 
- How to create and produce effective written texts, including poetry, stories, reports 

and a range of other types. 
- How to plan and research 
- How to show understanding of what you read 
- How to analyse and evaluate texts you read 
- How to apply what you learn about language in your own writing 
- How to collaboratively work with others, when suitable 

 

Progression 
 

- Students who have success at National 5 will have the entry requirements for the 
Higher English course. 

- Some students who pass National 4 will gain entry to the National 5 course in S5. 
- Students who pass National 3 and some who pass National 4 will gain entry to the 

English Skills for Life and Work course. 
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ESOL 

This course is aimed at candidates who speak other languages at home. The course helps 
celebrate other cultures and languages while also developing the skills of reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking in order to better understand and use English in everyday life, work- 
related and study-related contexts. 

 

This course runs at the same time as English classes so candidates cannot do both. This 
course is, though, equal to a qualification in English. 

 

 

What will I learn? 
The course offers candidates opportunities to develop and extend a wide range of skills, in 
particular: 

• to develop reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in English 

• understand detailed written and spoken texts in English for use in everyday life, work 
and study 

• produce detailed written English for use in everyday life, work and study 

• interact with others showing understanding of and using detailed spoken English for 
use in everyday life, work and study 

• apply knowledge and understanding of language in spoken and written English 

 

Progression 
Learners can move on to National 3, 4 or 5 ESOL in S4. In addition to these, Higher 
ESOL is available in S5/6. 
ESOL is accepted by most colleges and universities instead of the more literature- 
based English course. 
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Why study the Expressive Arts? 
Arts education can help with developing skills and ways of working that will benefit you 
in the future in whatever career you choose. 

 

• The leading people in any field are those who can think creatively and innovatively. 
These are skills which employers value alongside qualifications. Making and participating 
in the arts supports the development of these skills. 

 

• When you study the arts, you learn to work both independently and collaboratively, you 
also gain experience in time management – skillsets valued by employers. 

 

• Studying the arts teaches determination and flexibility– qualities useful to any career. It 
teaches us that it is okay to fail, to not get things totally right the first time and to have 
the courage to start again. 

The creative industries sector is made up of 16 distinct industries: 
 

• advertising 

• architecture 

• visual art 
• crafts 

• fashion and textiles 

• design 

• performing arts 

• music 

• photography, film and video 

 
• computer games 

• radio and TV 

• writing and publishing 

• heritage 

• software/electronic publishing 

• cultural education 

 
 
 

 

https://www.thecreativeindustries.co.uk/media/489315/cic_value_update_dec_2018-300dpi-00000002-.jpg
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Art & Design 
Is it for me? 
Art and Design is for you if you enjoy: 

• Drawing, painting, printmaking, constructing and creating 

• Experimenting with new techniques and materials 

• Working in creative ways and solving problems 

• Expressing your ideas visually 

• Researching, investigating and talking about artists and designers 

You do need to be enthusiastic about Art and keen to learn new creative skills, skills that are 
transferable across all the subject areas. 

 

About the course 
The BGE course in Art and Design allows pupils to build on existing skills and develop them in line 
with expectations for the National courses in S4. During the S3 course pupils will further develop 
2D and 3D skills in expressive and design units of work. They will work independently and in groups 
and use a range of varied materials. Selected work completed in S3 will be taken forward to form 
the basis of their SQA National folios. Projects completed in S3 will also be included in whole school 
events such as the Christmas Concert, the Broughton School Show and development of the school 
garden. 

 

Design 
Pupils will experience working to a design brief where personalisation and choice will ensure 
engagement with their chosen project. Work will be completed in 2D and 3D. Areas of design 
experienced in S3 include Graphic Design, Textile Design and Costume Design. 

 

Expressive 
Pupils will learn how to develop drawing and painting skills, collage, print-making and clay. They 
will also begin to explore still life, landscape, built environment and portraiture. 

 

Art and Design Studies 
Pupils will study the work of important artists and designers from the past and present. They will 
learn how to analyse and write about their work and life. 

 

Progression 
Following completion of the S3 course pupils will move on to study the National 4 and 5 courses in 
S4. 
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S3 Drama 
 

Should I choose Drama? 
 

The Drama course is for anyone interested in developing their creative skills. You don’t have to be 
aiming for an acting career! Choosing Drama is an excellent way to build confidence and develop 
personal and social skills, including working in a group or as a team. You will learn essential skills 
for life including creativity, collaboration, communication, negotiation and problem solving. 
Drama improves your ability to express yourself through a range of drama activities and tasks, 
including performances. Drama is an exciting, enjoyable and rewarding course which builds 
confidence and prepares you for life after school! You learn to be creative, communicate well, 
organise your thoughts and turn your ideas into action. You also learn technical skills in lighting 
and sound; set design and props; costume and make up. The course has an equal balance of 
practical and written elements. 
An excellent choice of course for anyone interested in working with people, the performing arts and 
creative industries. 

 

What will I learn? 
 

Drama Skills 
By responding to a variety of stimuli, you will develop skills in improvisation, creating characters, 
devising Drama and using Drama forms and conventions. You will work with others when creating 
pieces of drama and apply acting skills to portray character. You will learn to evaluate your own 
work and the work of others. 

 

Production Skills 
You will explore production skills in set and props, costume and make up, lighting and sound. You 
will use your production skills to generate ideas for a production concept using a script. You learn 
to develop and use production skills and evaluate your own contribution. 

 

Performance 
In this unit you will prepare for, take part in and reflect on a small-scale drama performance. You 
will work with others to develop ideas. You will develop understanding of social and cultural 
influences on drama, select and apply skills and knowledge appropriate to your chosen role and 
carry out your chosen role effectively. 

 

Progression 
In S4: National 3, 4 or 5 Drama. In S5 and S6: Higher Drama, Creative Industries. 
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MUSIC 
Is it for me? 
Music is for you if you: 

 

• Enjoy listening to music 

• Would like to learn to play an instrument 

• Already play an instrument and are keen to improve this or learn another 

• Enjoy making up your own pieces of music/writing songs 

• Intend to follow a career in music 
 
 

Music is a practical-based course that encourages creative expression through performing, listening 
and composing. Throughout the year pupils develop their skills performing on two instruments both 
on their own and as part of a group, as well as developing their knowledge of various popular and 
classical music styles. Pupils will also learn how to use some music technology to record and 
sequence their own music. 

There are three main elements: 

Performing 
You can choose two instruments from: keyboard, drum kit, tuned percussion, guitar, bass guitar 
and/or voice. If you already play an instrument you will be encouraged to bring this to class and use 
it as one of your two chosen instruments. You will develop your skills on each instrument with a 
focus later in the year on playing as part of a group. 

Understanding Music 
You will learn about a wide range of popular and classical music styles. You will learn to recognise 
the musical concepts within and the characteristics of these styles and be able to discuss these with 
others. 
You will also play music in a number of these styles using your two chosen instruments. 
Pupils also continue to develop their knowledge of music theory and literacy, building on the work 
done in S1 & 2. 

Composing 
You will be encouraged to write your own music and shown a number of different techniques to do 
this. Composing tasks are informed by the listening and performing units that you do in class and 
you will learn to use Music Technology so that you can record and capture your individual ideas. 

Progression 
Following completion of the S3 course pupils will move on to study the National 4 and 5 courses in 
S4. 



21  

Music Technology 
Is it for me? 
Music Technology is for you if you: 

 
• Enjoy listening to popular music 

• Are interested in sound recording/engineering 

• Play an instrument but do not like performing 

• Enjoy making up your own pieces of music/writing songs 

• Intend to follow a career in music 
 

 

Music Technology is a course for learners with a broad interest in music technology and 20th and 
21st century music. The course is practical and experiential in nature. 

 
The purpose of the Music Technology course is to develop practical technical skills and use music 
technology creatively in a range of contexts. 

 
You will also learn about music technology and musical concepts that are particularly relevant to 
20th and 21st century popular music. 

 
You will complete a variety of practical music technology-based activities and tasks which are 
supported by your knowledge of musical styles and concepts – many of which you have learned 
about in S1&2. 

 

The practical nature of this course gives you many opportunities to work with others, to show 
imagination and creativity, and apply your technology skills in a variety of ways. 

 
Some of the tasks you will complete in this course are: 

 

• Create a soundtrack to a short film clip 

• Write, produce & record a radio show/podcast 

• Create a sound design for a video game 

• Create a dance track by sequencing sounds 
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Geography 
 

Do you like learning about the environment, about people and 
their societies, economies and cultures? 

 

Geography is a hugely relevant subject in our ever-changing 
world. It opens up the physical environment around you and the 
ways in which people interact with their environment. The study 
of Geography develops a sense of responsible citizenship. If you 
choose this course you will develop a knowledge and understanding of current events from the local 
area to the global. It will provide you with a range of skills such as map reading, data collection, ICT 
and problem solving. The course develops active learning including fieldwork. You will develop skills 
which are transferable to other areas of study, encouraging enterprise and employability. 

 
What will I learn? 

 
Geography: Physical Environments 
Learners will study a selection of landscape types within Scotland and the UK: glaciated landscapes, 
upland limestone and coastal landscapes. 

 

Geography: Human Environments 
Learners will study and compare developed and developing countries. Key topics will include world 
population and issues in changing urban and rural landscapes. 

 

Geography: Global Issues 
Learners will study major global issues: climate change, environmental hazards, trade and 
globalisation and development and health. 

 
 

Progression and Careers 
 

Students can progress to National 4, 5 or Higher-level courses in Geography or to courses in Travel 
and Tourism. 

 

A Geography qualification is of immediate relevance to many careers, including Planning, Surveying 
and Map Making, Architecture, Education and Transportation. It is a subject which combines and 
integrates well with a wide range of other study areas, and this can be clearly seen in the courses 
and options available at Universities and Further Education Colleges. 
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Graphic Design & Manufacture (GDM) 
 

 

 
Graphic Design & Manufacture is a great foundation if you are thinking about a career in 
engineering, architecture, graphic design or marketing. 

 

What will I learn? 
• How to analyse a design brief and work towards producing a solution 

• Communication and presentation techniques 

o 3D sketching techniques 

o Manual rendering techniques using professional ink markers, chalk pastels, and 

pencils 

o How to read and produce engineering drawings 

• 3D computer modelling techniques/Computer Aided Design (CAD) 

• Computer Aided Manufacture (CAM) 

• Desktop Publishing (DTP) skills to layout promotional graphic design 

• Practical manufacturing skills 

o Wood 

o Metal 

o Plastic 

• Health & Safety Awareness 

Progression 
Based on your effort and progress throughout the year, you may progress into the following 
courses: 

 

• National 4/5 Design and Manufacture 

• National 4/5 Graphic Communication 

Both courses are available for study up to Advanced Higher level. 

There is an increase in demand for students with STEM qualifications (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths). As a result, students with STEM qualifications may expect to have a wide 
choice of careers. 
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S3 BGE Health & Food Technology  - The Fabulous Food Course! 
 
 
 
Health and Food Technology 
Would you like to be the inventor of a new food product? 
Or would you like to advise people on healthy eating? 
If so, then is the course for you! 
Food is made up of chemicals and nutrition is the study of these 
chemicals in relation to human health and diseases.  
In this part of the course, you will be learning the science and 
technology of food. You will learn about functional properties of 
ingredients and how new food products are developed and 
manufactured ready for you to buy and eat. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Practical Cookery 
This part of the course will help you to become proficient at using a range of 
cookery skills, food preparation techniques and cookery processes when 
following recipes.  

You will study the following units:- 

* Bug busters – covering Food Hygiene and Safety essential for progression into 

S4/5/6 

* Food Product Development – from Health and Food Technology 

* Cookery Skills, Techniques and processes – from Practical Cookery 

Progression  
National 3, 4, 5 and Higher / Advanced Higher Health and food technology 
National 3, 4 and 5 Practical Cookery 
National 5 Practical Cake Craft 
 
 
Careers: Nutritionist, Dietitian, Food Scientist, Food Technologist, New Product Development Technologist, 
Process Technologist, Fitness, Nutrition and Health Advisor, Development Manager, Technical Manager, 
Teacher, Lecturer, Food Writer, Beautician, Quality Control, Sales /Marketing. 
 
 
 
 

 

When you go to the shops for something to eat, do 
you ever wondered how the food you buy has been 
invented or made? 
You will learn how when you study this course! 
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S3 BGE Fashion and Textile Technology 
 
 
Have you ever wondered how your jeans are made?  

 
Do you know that they will start of as flat pieces of 
cotton denim and are sewn together to make trousers! 
 
If a button falls off your shirt – can you sew it back on? 
 
Do you follow a fashion influencer on social media? 

 
 
 
If you choose S3 Fashion and Textile Technology, you will learn all about: 
 

• Textile Construction Techniques –  
You will design you own Bag for life / construct PJ shorts / a festive stocking / a zipped tie-dyed bag 
/ a cuddly toy 
 

• You will use specialised equipment to help create textile products  
Needle / thread / sewing machine / dress makers scissors / overlocker  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Progression: 
National 3 / 4 / 5 / Higher Fashion and Textile Technology 
 
HND Fashion Design, HND Fashion Technology, HND / BA Textiles, Foundation course in Fashion and Textile 
– Level 6 
 
 
Careers: Costume Designer, Beautician, Dressmaker, Illustrator, Textile Research Scientist, Textile Design, 
Product Technologist, Process Engineer, Quality Control Supervisor, Fashion Influencer, Fashion Writer. 
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History    

  
In History, learners develop their understanding of the world by learning about other people and their 
values. This course will encourage learners to develop important attitudes, including: an open mind and 
respect for the values, beliefs and cultures of others; an openness to new thinking and ideas, and a sense 
of responsibility and global citizenship. Students will learn about the past and develop an appreciation and 
understanding of the forces which have shaped the world today.   
  
What will I learn?  
You will develop techniques to explain and present information and draw conclusions about important 
historical themes and events.  
In S3 History we cover two topics. These are both in the National 5 exam.  
Candidates are trained to memorise important information about historical events as well as write 
extensively about these events in short and essay-form. There are source-based skills that are also taught. 
These include how to evaluate the usefulness of a source, assessing how full one source explains a 
historical event as well as comparing two sources.  
  

Topics  
  
British History:  
The Atlantic Slave Trade, 1770–1807  
 
This course examines:  
• The Triangular Trade  
• Britain and the Caribbean (involvement in Atlantic Slavery)  
• The captive’s experience and resistance  
• The abolitionist campaigns (getting rid of slavery in Britain)  

  
 

  
 

Scottish History:  
The Era of the Great War, 1900–1928  
This course examines:  
 

• The experience of Scottish soldiers on the western front.  
• The social and cultural impact of WW1 on Scotland.  
• The economic impact of WW1 on Scotland.  
• The political impact of WW1 on Scotland.  

  
 
 

 
Progression  
Students can continue to study National 4, National 5, Higher and AH History. They may also follow 
Modern Studies at National 4, 5 or Higher.  
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Mathematics 
Every pupil will study Mathematics in S3 

 

All pupils will continue to study the 3-15 Mathematics and Numeracy Experiences & Outcomes as 
part of their broad general education. The pupils will be continuously assessed as we track their 
progress through the levels. These assessments will be the main source of information used to 
determine the classes and levels of study in S4. 

 

Numeracy 
 

Children and young people need to be confident and competent in their numeracy skills to be able 
to function responsibly in everyday life and contribute effectively in everyday society. Strong skills 
in numeracy provide foundations which can be built on through lifelong learning and in the world 
of work. Pupils will also experience teaching towards the Numeracy experiences and outcomes in 
areas of the school other than the Mathematics faculty. 

 

Mathematics 
 

Mathematics is the study of the properties, relationships and patterns in number and shape. It 
also involves the application of this knowledge to analyse, interpret, simplify and solve problems. 

 
It is a rich and stimulating subject with the capacity to engage and fascinate learners of all ages, 
interests and abilities. Learning Mathematics develops logical reasoning, analysis, problem-solving 
skills and the ability to think in abstract ways. It also offers lots of opportunities for creativity. It is 
a universal language of numbers and symbols which allow us to communicate ideas in a concise, 
unambiguous and rigorous way. 

 
Mathematics is important in everyday life, allowing us to make sense of the world around us. 
It enables us to think abstractly, model real life situations and make generalisations. It equips us 
with the skills we need to interpret and analyse information, assess risk and make informed 
decisions. Mathematics supports us in the workplace and helps us to be creative and logical when 
enjoying the challenge of solving problems, tackling puzzles or playing games. 

 

Mathematics plays an important role in many other areas, 
such as science or technologies. It is vital to research and 
development in fields as varied as engineering, computer 
science, medicine and finance. Learning Mathematics gives 
pupils access to the wider curriculum and the opportunity to 
pursue further studies and interests. 
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Media Studies 
 

These media courses offer students the chance to develop and 
express their talents and discover new skills through a wide 
variety of media-related activities. 

 

Is Media for me? 
 

Yes, if you are a student who: 
 

• Enjoys research and discussion 
• Is confident in your writing abilities 
• Has a genuine interest in the media, particularly in the fields of advertising, popular music, 

film and television, newspapers and magazines 
• Is able to work effectively in a group and take responsibility 
• Understands the importance of working to deadlines 
• Is interested in learning or developing technical skills, using camera equipment, editing 

programmes and ICT 
 
 
 

What will I learn? 
 

In third year students will be introduced to the key concepts of Media Studies including 
Representations, Institutions, Language and Society. This will be done both through analysis of a 
variety of media texts, as well as by giving the students the opportunity to produce texts themselves. 
These texts will include advertising, film, television, music videos, newspapers and magazines. 
Students are, therefore, prepared for more in-depth study in fourth year. 

 

In fourth year it will be decided whether you should sit National 4 or 5. For more practically-minded 
students, there will be the opportunity to pursue a National Progression Award in Creative 
Industries at SCQF Level 4. 

 
Students will study in greater depth the key aspects of media including print, radio, film, 
television, cinema, popular music and advertising. They will develop skills in detailed analysis. 
They will also gain practical experience by working in pairs or alone to create a media production. 

 
 

Progression 
 

National 4, 5 and Higher Media Studies. 
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Modern Languages 
French, Spanish, Mandarin, Languages for Life and Work, British Sign Language 

 
Pupils entering S3 will continue to study a Modern Language. 
 
They may choose to study French, Spanish or Languages for Life and Work. Students will also be 
offered the chance to study a second, third or fourth language: French, Spanish, Mandarin or 
British Sign Language. All students will have studied these languages, with the exception of British 
Sign Language, during the course of S1 or 2 and will be able to build on the skills they have already 
developed. 

Why Study Languages? 
People who can speak one or more European/World languages are in great demand. Now that the 
UK has left the European Union (Brexit), language skills are becoming even more important for the 
country’s economy. Many careers and Higher Education courses now require a qualification in a 
Modern Language. 

FRENCH 
This course expands what has been learned in primary, S1 and S2, increasing 
the range of topics studied whilst also increasing the depth and level of 
expertise. The essential skills of reading, speaking, listening and writing are 
developed. Communication, presentation and interpersonal skills feature 
strongly. Culture will also feature strongly. 

SPANISH 
This course builds on skills developed in the interdisciplinary learning course, ‘Enterprising 
Edinburgh’ that all students study during the course of S1. Students will develop essential skills of 
speaking, reading, listening and writing and learn more about Spanish language, life and culture. 

 

With millions of people speaking Spanish, it has overtaken 
other languages to become one of the most widely spoken 
languages in the world. Outside Spain itself, it is the main 
language of many South American countries and is now the 
second language in the USA. Many people spend their 
holidays in Spain. Spanish is widely used for business and 
commerce and many of today’s big names in film and music 
have connections with Spain or the Spanish–speaking world 
e.g. Enrique Iglesias, Shakira, CNCO. 
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MANDARIN 
In Mandarin, students will learn both Pinyin and characters. 
They will learn language to enable them to deal with everyday 
situations. They will develop their skills in speaking, listening, 
reading and writing. Students will also learn about aspects of 
Chinese culture such as music, food and festivals and take part 
in a project with a local business. 

 
 
 

 
 
LANGUAGES FOR LIFE & WORK 

 

This award is for students who want to combine their knowledge and understanding of Modern 
Languages with other skills for life and work such as employability skills. 

 

Comprising 3 units: 
1. Languages for Work Purposes – language 2 
2. Languages for Life – language 1 
3. Developing Own Employability Skills – language 2 

 

As part of the course, students will study two languages: either French, Spanish or Italian. Students 
may also take part in a project with a local business. 

 

 

British Sign Language - What is it & how does it work? 
 

British Sign Language has a long history and is deeply 
rooted in tradition and culture. 

 
For centuries, it has been, and continues to be, a language 
developed naturally by deaf users. It is a visual and social 
language that is forever evolving. 

 

BSL is a minority language, which has been dominated and 
oppressed for centuries and, until recently, it has been a 
language thought to be inferior, one without well-formed 
sentences and grammatical structure. It has been a language under threat. Since the 1960’s 
linguists finally agree that sign language, like BSL, is indeed a ‘real’ language. 
It is now seen as credible and deaf users own it with pride. 

 
Signing allows individual deaf people to truly express themselves, using hand-shape, orientation, 
location, movement and facial expressions. Gestures and body language are also part of 
communication, but gestures alone do not have the linguistic structure. 
Signers use the space in front of them to tell stories, describe and explain information. 
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Modern technology, such as video and television now help promote sign language across the 
world. BSL is vital to enable deaf education, knowledge and accessibility to information and 
employment. 

 
With the passing of the BSL (Scotland) Act 2015 and the Government’s National Plan 2017-2023, 
BSL is emerging in all communities and at Broughton High School you will have a unique 
opportunity to learn it as a second language. It is a language that anyone can learn and enjoy 
using. 

 

So, why not consider turning off your voice and take up this fantastic opportunity to learn this 
expressive and visual language, known as BSL. You will work towards the SQA British Sign 
Language Award. You will have the change to progress to a Higher level award in S4. 

 
 

Modern Languages Bilingual 
Programme 

 
 

If your child speaks any of the languages noted below at home, they will be invited to join the 
school’s bilingual programme and gain an early qualification (National 5) in their language. This is 
an extra provision and should not be counted as one of your child’s subject choices. Mrs García 
runs the bilingual programme and will contact you towards the end of S2, asking if your child is 
keen to join the programme. A monthly class is provided either after school or at lunch time to 
prepare the skills necessary for the National 5 exam which will be taken at the end of S3: 

 

• Spanish 

• French 

• German 

• Mandarin 

• Italian 
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S3 Modern Studies 
 

 

 
International Terrorism 

 

In S3 you will also start developing skills for source handling in Modern Studies. 

We look at 3 different types of questions: 

1. Conclusions 

2. Support & Oppose 

3. Objectivity 
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Physical Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The main purpose of the course is to develop and demonstrate movement and performance skills 
in physical activities. By engaging in practical activities, learners will demonstrate initiative, 
decision-making, problem-solving, tolerance, perseverance and leadership. 

 
 

The course encourages learners to develop a positive attitude towards a healthy 
lifestyle, and the contribution that physical activity makes to this. It will enable 
learners to develop skills and attributes in physical activity contexts that they can 
transfer to other contexts. 

 
 

The main aims of the course are to enable learners to: 
 

o develop the ability to perform a range of movement and performance skills in straightforward 
contexts 

o develop knowledge of factors that impact on performance 
o build capacity to perform effectively 
o develop approaches to enhance personal performance 
o monitor, record and reflect on performance development 

 
 
 

Practical, experiential learning in relevant contexts will be used as a vehicle for 
developing knowledge, understanding and skills. 

 
Appropriate kit will be required several times a week and pupils will be expected to 
make a consistent effort in all the activities. 

 
 
 

This course may provide progression to National 4 or 5 Physical Education courses and then on to 
Higher PE. 
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Physics 
 
 
 
 

You will develop important and relevant skills, attitudes and attributes related to Physics, 
including: scientific and analytical thinking skills in a Physics context; an understanding of the role 
of Physics in scientific issues; the ability to apply knowledge and understanding of concepts in 
Physics; and an understanding of relevant applications of Physics in society. 

 
 

Waves and Radiation 
 

The unit covers the key areas of: wave parameters and behaviours; sound; light; and 

electromagnetic spectrum. 

 

 
Electricity and Energy 

 

The unit covers the key areas of: electrical current and electric fields; potential difference 
(voltage); Ohm’s law; practical electrical and electronic circuits; electrical power. 

 
 

Dynamics and Space 
 

The unit covers key areas of: speed and acceleration; relationships between forces; motion and 
energy; Newton’s Laws of Motion; and satellites. 

 
 
 

In each unit, learners will research issues, apply scientific skills and communicate information 
related to their findings, which will develop skills of scientific literacy. 

 
 
 

Progression and Assessment 
 

National 4, National 5, Higher Physics, Advanced Higher Physics. 
National 4 is internally assessed. National 5 has an external assessment: Exam and Assignment. 
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Practical Craft Skills (PCS) 
 

 

The Practical Craft Skills course will give you the opportunity to develop an understanding and 
practical ability in a range of manufacturing processes using wood, metal and plastic. 

 

You will gain experience of different woodworking joints and finishes, metalworking techniques 
and plastic techniques through the manufacture of a wide range of products. 

 
Both hand tools and a variety of machines such as drills, lathes, and sanders will be used 
throughout the course. Appropriate health and safety procedures will be discussed and followed 
during all practical activities. 

 
This course contains a significant practical component. We will ask for a small financial 
contribution towards the cost of some of the materials. 

 

What will I learn? 
• How to read engineering/working drawings 

• Practical manufacturing skills 

o Wood 

o Metal 

o Plastic 

• Health & Safety Awareness 

Progression 
Based on your effort and attitude throughout the year, you may progress into National 4/5 
Practical Woodworking. This course is available at National 4 and National 5 level. 

 

There is an increased demand for students with STEM qualifications (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths). As a result, students with STEM qualifications may expect to have a wide 
choice of careers. 

 
The confidence gained from the practical aspects of the course are hugely valuable and can have a 
very positive impact on your willingness and ability to tackle practical tasks in many situations 
outside the classroom. This course provides an excellent base for various trades such as joinery, 
carpentry and construction. It is also very useful for anyone considering careers in product or 
furniture design, engineering or architecture. 
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Psychology 
Leading to National 5 

 
 

What is Psychology? 
 

Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and behaviour. The main topics are briefly described 
below: 

 
• Sleep and Dreams: An in-depth look at theories surrounding 

why we sleep and the purpose of dreams. 

• Non-Verbal Communication: A large percentage of how we 
communicate involves more than words. NVC looks at the 
many other factors that contribute to communication. 

 

• Personality: Looking at personality traits, introversion, 

extraversion, psychoticism and anti-social personality disorders. 
 

• Conformity: Why do human beings conform? What shapes 
our attitudes, opinions, values and ideas? Are we really as 

independent as we would like to think we are? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Progression 

 
Higher Psychology, National 5 Philosophy or Higher Philosophy 

 

Assessment 
 

At National 5 level there is external assessment in the form of a final exam (70 marks) and an 
assignment research project which accounts for 30 of the 100 marks. 
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Rugby Elective leading to UK Coaching Certificate level 1 

 
Course Overview 

 
This is a new course designed for students with a keen interest in developing their skills and 
knowledge of the game of rugby. The course is suitable for students of all abilities with enthusiasm 
and interest in learning performance and coaching skills. In S3, there will be a double period of rugby 
per week led by Edinburgh BATs rugby club and delivered at Broughton High School. 

 

Progression is planned into S4 with a coaching programme leading to a UK CC level 1 award. 
 

• Scottish Rugby Right (minimum standard coaching award) 

• Start Rugby – Introduction to Rugby Coaching, module based 

• World Rugby Passport 
o Rugby Ready 
o Laws of the Game 
o Player Welfare 

• Finish year with a UKCC Level 1 (16+) 

 

The UK Coaching Certificate Level 1 qualification has been designed to equip learners with the skills, 
knowledge and attributes to develop players participating in the mini game through fun, organised, 
planned and safe delivery. The content focuses on both the ‘what’ and ‘how’ of coaching, whilst 
encouraging coaches to examine why they coach and what influences their own and their players’ 
learning. The course is designed to provide coaches with a sound level of understanding of how to 
coach the principles of the Technical Blueprint, and how to create quality player-centred learning 
environments. 

 
 
 
 

Assessment Methods 
 

Competency based 
Coaching practicals 
Group discussions 
Workbook 
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Outdoor Learning 
Rural Skills 
National 4 / National 5 
Entry requirements 
Interest in working in the outdoors, constructing, planting, and developing an enterprise. 

Course Content 
This is a practical course with most of the learning taking place in the outdoors. Students will 
develop skills around managing and carrying out small repairs to the school grounds and 
developing the community garden. 

Learners will develop a range of employability skills and understanding of employment sectors 
such as agricultural crops; fencing industries; land-based engineering industries; production 
horticulture industries; landscaping industries; game and wildlife management and veterinary 
industries. 

There is a very wide range of land-based businesses in Scotland with a great variety of job roles. 
Changes in rural land use, including the decline and change of traditional agriculture, have created 
a knowledge gap. Research shows that fewer people are likely to contribute to the rural economy 
and its development unless more individuals are introduced to the possible opportunities in land- 
based industries in the UK. 

This Rural Skills Course has been designed to provide a broad basis for progression into further 
education and training in the land-based sector. It allows candidates to begin to develop some of 
the basic practical skills necessary to work in most of these disciplines as well as an opportunity to 
explore the very diverse employment prospects that exist. 

Assessment 

Assessment in this Course will be based mainly on a range of practical activities supported by tutor 
observation checklists, together with candidate self-assessment checks and log sheets. 
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Sports Coaching and Leadership 
 

This course is suitable for students who have a strong interest in Sport, Fitness and/or outdoor 
education. Are actively involved in a sport or fitness-based environment/organisation. For 
example; participation in playing/coaching/officiating with a sport-based club and/or fitness, 
participating/instructing within an exercise/fitness-based group, etc. 

 
This course will help prepare students for the S4 course in Sport and Fitness: Team Sports — SCQF 
level 5 and the S5/6 course in Exercise and Fitness Leadership – SCQF level 6. 
Units covered 

• Participating and performing in sport and physical activity 

• Officiating – Umpiring and refereeing games 

• Health and Safety 

• Introduction to coaching and leading physical activity 

 
Progression and skills 
This award is relevant to you if you wish to commence further educational studies with the Sport, 
Outdoor and/or Fitness industry. The main aims of this introduction course is to: 

• provide you with an introductory insight and knowledge of the sport and fitness industry 

• allow you the opportunity to develop an educational path to study sport and fitness 

• build your confidence and learning skills 

• develop your employable skills, such as; Teamwork, Communication, IT, 

• Problem Solving, Timekeeping and Leadership 
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Support for Learning 
We aim to support the learning and personal development of students in accordance with school 
policy, and local and national priorities. We liaise with students, teaching staff and parents/carers 
to promote the inclusion of students with diverse intellectual, sensory, physical and behavioural 
needs. 

 
 

• We believe that Additional Support Needs (ASN) arise from the personal characteristics, 
needs and circumstances of the individual learner at a given point in time. 

• We recognise that it is the responsibility of all staff to promote effective teaching and 
learning for all students. 

• We believe that all students have the capacity to learn and to make progress. 

• We are committed to supporting students with particular needs. 

• We know that students will learn best when there is a collaborative approach between 
professionals, students and parents/carers. 

• We recognise that the curriculum may present difficulties and that a degree of flexibility is 
an essential aspect of providing the most appropriate educational experience for all 
students. 

 
 

Irrespective of ability, any student may encounter difficulties in learning. These difficulties may be 
long or short term and the Support for Learning department works closely with subject departments 
to ensure that students are supported appropriately. In as far as possible, students are supported 
in class by Learning Assistants or SfL teaching staff. Other ways in which learning is supported 
include: 

 

• Providing information on individual students; 

• Suggesting learning and teaching strategies; 

• Setting and monitoring ASPs, IEPs and CSPs in conjunction with Guidance, Inclusion and 
subject teachers; 

• Assisting mainstream teachers to develop resources for learning; 

• Agreeing the use of the SfL classroom for students following individual courses of study; 

• Involvement in review meetings and transition meetings; 

• Devising individualised learning programmes; 

• Managing procedures relating to SQA Assessment Arrangements; 

• Running reading programmes (direct teaching and paired reading); 

• Managing the use of keyboards (Alphasmart/Neo/laptops); 

• Offering individual tutorial time as appropriate; 

• Liaising with partner agencies (EAL, Educational Psychologist, EWO, health services). 


