
1  

 

Broughton High School 

S5/6 Curriculum 
Pathways 

 
 
 

 
Session 

2023 – 2024 

Respect  Integrity  Inclusion 



2  

Contents 
 

Introduction Page 3 
Choosing a Course Page 4 
Administration and IT Page 5 
Art & Design Page 7 
Biology Page 10 
Business Management Page 14 
Chemistry Page 16 
Classical Studies Page 19 
Computing Science Page 20 
Customer Service Page 23 
Dance Page 24 
Design and Manufacture Page 27 
Drama Page 29 
Early Education and Childcare Page 32 
English Page 33 
ESOL Page 41 
Fashion and Textile Technology Page 42 
Geography Page 43 
Graphic Communication Page 45 
Health and Food Technology Page 46 
Hospitality: Practical Cookery Page 47 
Hospitality: Practical Cake Craft Page 48 
History Page 49 
Jewellery NPA Page 51 
LEAPS transition to University Page 52 
Mathematics Page 54 
Media Studies Page 58 
Modern Languages Page 59 
Modern Studies Page 75 
Music Page 77 
Philosophy Page 81 
Photography Page 82 
Physical Education Page 85 
Physics Page 87 
Practical Electronics Page 90 
Psychology Page 91 
Sport & Exercise Page 94 
Support for Learning Page 95 
The Scottish Baccalaureate Page 96 
Travel and Tourism Page 97 
YASS – Open learning with the Open University Page 98 

Edinburgh College School Partnership Page 99 



3  

 
 

 

Introduction 

 
This booklet provides information about the courses offered for session 2023-24 at Broughton High School. 

 

All students follow a Citizenship programme which includes opportunities for leadership and volunteering, 
learning about ways to become an active global citizen and supporting younger students through buddying, 
paired reading and prefect work. These opportunities encourage the development of research and 
investigation, collaboration and critical thinking and evaluation skills. They allow our students to grow in 
confidence and further develop the four capacities embedded within Curriculum for Excellence to become 
successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens. 

 
In addition to the wide range of curriculum pathways offered at Broughton, the Edinburgh Schools College 
partnership provides additional qualifications from N4 to AH levels. Foundation Apprenticeships can be 
studied over one or two years. More information is available on page 102. 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s Guidance teacher at any time if you have any questions you 
feel remain unanswered. It is essential that students start their courses in June with enthusiasm, 
commitment and the determination to succeed. All students will receive assistance, advice, encouragement 
and support as they strive to realise their full potential and make the most of the opportunities available to 
them. 
 
We are trialing an online system for course choices this year. More information will be provided in the next 
few weeks. In the meantime, please use this document to think about options and engage in discussion.  

 
 
 
 

Lisa Evans 
Depute Headteacher 
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Senior Phase Timeline - S4/5 
 

School returns in January Review of learning starts 

23 January 2023 S4 Online Curriculum Information Evening 
(S5 took place in December) 

2 March 2023 Provisional choices complete 

31 March 2023 Final choices made 

Choosing a Course 

In considering your options for next year, it is important to recognise that the subject choices you make now 
may well determine the career and further education choices which you will be able to make in the years to 
come. 

When returning to school next session, make sure you know the purpose of the courses you are choosing to 
follow. Have you checked the qualifications necessary for your continuing education / employment after 
school? 

Read the information in this booklet and make sure that you choose the best combination of subjects for your 
future career. If you cannot find all of your required choices at Broughton, it may be possible to study a subject 
at a neighbourhood school, college or university. 
Have a look at the College and Academies programmes for courses that are delivered off campus. Further 
advice on making the right course choice decisions is available from Pupil Support Leaders, your subject 
teachers, the Careers Advisor and from the Careers section of the library. The following websites will also 
provide lots of relevant information: 

http://www.planitplus.net/schoolzone/ 
http://www.ucas.com/students/coursesearch/ 
http://myworldofwork.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/ 

 

You should select one subject in each of the five columns, but please remember that part of the value of your 
course lies in the way in which your column choices relate to each other to form a coherent course of study. 

▪ All S5 students must make five choices 
▪ S6 students should study four courses or 3 subjects at Advanced Higher level. 

Students studying Highers will be expected to do a minimum of two hours home study per subject per week. 
Advanced Highers require a significant increase in independent study. 

Specialist Provision: In S5 you should select Music/Dance plus 3 others. In S6 you should select Music/Dance 
plus 2 others.  

Advanced Higher Courses 

Edinburgh City Council promotes Advanced Higher provision through consortia arrangements. Where demand 
is low in any particular subject at Broughton, the AH may be offered at another local school. If you cannot find 
suitable courses of study, you may wish to consider the courses offered by Edinburgh College or the 
Foundations Apprenticeship programme. Information can be found in this booklet. 

We have high expectations of all our students in the Senior Phase, in terms of achieving their academic and 
wider achievement goals. 

Good luck with your chosen course of study and make the most of next session! 

http://www.planitplus.net/schoolzone/
http://www.ucas.com/students/coursesearch/
http://myworldofwork.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/
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Higher 
Administration and IT is a valuable qualification to have as learners will be able to use the acquired 
administration and IT-related knowledge and skills at home, university/college or in employment. Students 
develop a range of advanced IT skills that are highly regarded by employers regardless of the career path 
they choose. 

The Course aims to enable learners to develop and extend: 
 

• knowledge and understanding of administration in the workplace and its importance 

• a range of advanced IT skills for processing and managing information 

• a range of skills to communicate complex information effectively, making 
appropriate use of IT 

• acquire skills in managing the organisation of events 

The 3 units that students will cover: 

• Administrative Theory and Practice 

• IT Solutions for Administrators 

• Communication in Administration 

Entry Requirements 

While entry is at the discretion of the department, students would normally be expected to have attained 
National 5 Administration and IT or Intermediate 2 Administration. The course is also available to students 
who have not previously followed an Administration and IT course but who can demonstrate an interest in 
developing their IT skills. 

Methods of Learning 

The course will provide a variety of opportunities for pupils to work co-operatively and assume a shared 
responsibility for the development of Administration and IT related skills. The course uses real-life contexts, 
which makes it relevant to the world of work. Its uniqueness lies in enabling learners to work towards industry 
standards in IT, in an administration-related context. Students will also be given the opportunity to prioritise 
tasks, self and peer assess their work, present business documents to an appropriate and professional 
standard and work to deadlines. Case studies, team working games, role-play and ICT will all play a prominent 
part throughout students’ learning. 

Assessment 

The course assessment will consist of two components: an assignment and a question paper. The assignment will have 
70 marks (58% of the total mark) and will assess learners’ ability to apply their problem solving and advanced IT skills in 
the context of a complex scenario. This will be undertaken in class time over 2 hours. The question paper will have 50 
marks (42% of the total mark) and will be undertaken over 1 hour. 

Progression/Career Opportunities 

Students will be able to use their organisational and IT skills to go into higher/further education, in areas 
such as event planning, human resources, the retail sector and many more. 
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National 5 
Administration and IT is a valuable qualification to have as learners will be able to use the acquired 
administration and IT-related knowledge and skills at home, college or in employment. Students develop a 
range of IT skills that are highly regarded by employers regardless of the career path they choose. 

The Course aims to enable students to develop: 

 an understanding of administration in the workplace and key legislation affecting 
both organisations and employees 

 an understanding of good customer care and its benefits to organisations 

 IT skills and using them to perform administrative tasks 

 organisational skills in the context of organising and supporting events 

The 3 units that students will cover: 

 Administrative Practices 

 IT Solutions for Administrators 

 Communication in Administration 

Entry Requirements 
While entry is at the discretion of the department, students would normally be expected to have attained 
National 4 Administration and IT or National 4 Business. The course is also available to students who have not 
previously followed a Business course but, who can demonstrate an interest in Administration and IT. 

Methods of Learning 
The course will provide a variety of opportunities for pupils to work co-operatively and assume a shared 
responsibility for the development of Administration and IT related skills. The course uses real-life contexts, 
which makes it relevant to the world of work. Its uniqueness lies in enabling learners to work towards industry 
standards in IT, in an administration-related context. Students will also be given the opportunity to prioritise 
tasks, self and peer assess their work, present business documents to an appropriate and professional 
standard and work to deadlines. 

Assessment 
Students will be assessed by a practical Administration and IT-based assignment, drawing on the knowledge, 
understanding and skills developed across the course. The assignment will require learners to apply their skills 
and understanding in the context of organising and supporting an event. Learners must complete 2 
components; the closed book assignment (70 marks) over 3 hours and the question paper (50 marks) over 2 
hours, both under supervised conditions. 

Progression/Career Opportunities 
 

The skills developed are highly regarded and wide-ranging employment opportunities can be gained. 
Students can also progress to Higher Administration and IT. 
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ART & DESIGN N5/Higher/Advanced Higher 
Students follow a common practical course with lots of opportunity for personal choice. The written work is 
differentiated at Higher and National 5 levels. Final decisions about presentation level will be made after the prelim 
exam when there is evidence of attainment in both practical and written course elements. Independent writing 
assignments form part of the Advanced Higher course. 

 
Entry 
This course is suitable for students who are keen to develop their artistic skills and knowledge, are open-minded and 
willing to experiment with new materials and techniques. Students who have achieved National 5 passes at grades C or 
above, will be eligible to progress to Higher. For students returning to Art and Design from S2, the decision to present 
at either Higher or National 5 will be made after the prelim. Exceptions may be made after consultation with the Art and 
Design teacher. 

 

Content: There are 3 course units: 

• Design 

Students choose one area of Design activity from jewellery, textiles, graphic design or product design.  Working 
to a design brief, they will investigate a chosen theme, carry out market and contextual research and explore 
different ideas and solutions. They will carry out continuous evaluation and produce a final outcome. 

• Expressive 

Students choose one area of Expressive activity from Portraiture, Still Life or Built Environment. They will 
research and develop a chosen theme. There is emphasis on investigative drawing from first- hand sources using 
a wide range of techniques and materials including pastel, paint, charcoal, colour pencil, pen and ink. From this, 
several ideas are worked out and one is developed as a final outcome in paint, oil pastel or mixed media. 

• Art and Design Studies 

One lesson a week is given to the critical part of the course when students learn about the work of designers 
and artists. This takes the form of an interactive lecture covering a range of Art and Design movements. A 
significant part of this unit is undertaken as homework tasks and in the form of essays and workbook. 

 

Assessment 
Two practical folios, one in design and one expressive, are externally assessed. At Higher, there is an Art and Design 
Studies written exam lasting two hours. At National 5 this is one and a half hours. 

 
Homework and Deadlines 
Deadlines for submission of work are issued at the beginning of the course. Homework for Art and Design Studies 
consists of illustrated essays on each of the study areas. Homework for the Expressive and Design activities is ongoing. 
It is expected that students spend 1-2 hours a week developing work done in class. 

 

Progression 
S6: Advanced Higher or Portfolio Art and Design.Please note that pupils will be requested to pay £10 per year towards 
the cost of materials. In addition, students will have to pay £10 approximately if they want their practical work returned 
to them from the SQA. 
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ART & DESIGN 
Advanced Higher and Art & Design Portfolio 

Advanced Higher 

Entry: B Pass at Higher Art and Design 

Content: 
There is a choice of two courses: 

• Expressive Enquiry with Visual Arts Studies 

• Design Enquiry with Design Studies 

 
Students identify a personal line of enquiry to be sustained and developed over the year. The emphasis is on 
independent research and engaging in personal exploration of expressive or design-based art forms. 

 

Assessment 
External assessment consists of the Expressive or Design Folio and written dissertation. Students are required 
to produce 8–15 x A1 presentation sheets. In addition, they produce a 2000-word dissertation and evaluation. 
Deadlines will be set throughout the year and action plans negotiated in response to students’ personal 
themes. Group critiques and reviews are a regular part of the course. 

 

Homework for AH and Portfolio 
Deadlines for submission of work are issued at the beginning of the course. Students are expected to work  in 
their free time in the department and at home. 

 

Please note that pupils will be requested to pay £10 per year towards the cost of materials. In addition, 
students will have to pay £4 approximately if they want their practical work returned to them from the SQA. 
Students will be required to purchase some of their own materials over the course of the year and should 
estimate this being in the region of £25 to £30. 

 

 
ART & DESIGN PORTFOLIO 
(S6 ONLY) 

Entry: Higher Art and Design 

This course is suitable for those students intending to apply to Art College or Architecture courses. It is not 
certificated, but students will produce a folio of work demonstrating advanced skill in a number of areas 
including: drawing and painting, architecture, graphics, printmaking, textiles and mixed  media.  The Portfolio 
course can be followed alongside the Advanced Higher Art and Design course.  Students who  follow the 
Portfolio route will be expected to attend life-drawing or ACES classes. 

Art College Applications 
Students wishing to create a portfolio for Art College have additional deadlines with mini folios uploaded in 
January; 25 pieces of work should be photographed by this time, and sketchbooks produced.
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Art & Design - NPA Art & Design Level 5  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who should study this course?  

• Students who are keen to develop artistic skills and experiment with new materials to create a folio including a final 
illustration using mixed media and printmaking. 

• It is suited to pupils who have completed the National 4 or 5 course and want to develop practical skills. 
• Ideal for students who want to continue to study Art but do not want to complete the full Higher course. 

Content:  The NPA level 5 Art and Design course is made up of 3 SQA units:   

• Design Studies: Introduction to Mixed Media   
• Art and Design: Printmaking   
• Art and Design: Introduction to Illustration 
• There is no written exam and assessment is completed throughout the year. 

SKILLS DEVELOPED ON THIS COURSE 

• Grow and develop knowledge and understanding of printmaking skills for Art & Design projects through practical 
experimentation.  

• Investigate and apply mixed media techniques in a design context.   
• Apply media handling skills acquired to an agreed Illustration brief and produce a finished Illustration.  
• Planning and organising investigation & development work 
• Planning & preparation of final solutions  
• Use of digital graphic packages for creation of design development work 

Progression  
NC Art and Design (level 6) and subsequent courses of study in further and higher education such as HNC/D and degree level 
courses.   
 
What will you do?    

• Develop your drawing skills using a wide variety of new and unusual materials.  
• Further develop drawing skills and printmaking techniques through the study of a selected theme in a variety of styles 
and different techniques.   
• Research work of contemporary illustrators 
• Experiment with a range of printed typography.  

 
NPA Art and Design: SQCF level 5 is suitable for candidates who:   

• want to develop drawing techniques using a variety of approaches   
• want to explore and develop their skills in illustration and printmaking 
• want to develop skills in a variety of styles  
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National 4 and 5 

Entry Requirements 
For entry into National 4 no previous knowledge of Biology is required. 
National 5 - Strong N4 pass supported by recommendation by S4 teacher. Final decision by the Curriculum 
Leader. 

What will I learn? 

You will gain knowledge and understanding of biology and develop skills through a variety of approaches 
including practical activities. You will develop scientific specific skills such as experimentation and 
investigation, and skills for learning, life and work. You will study 3 units: 

Biology: Cell Biology 
In this unit, learners will develop knowledge and skills and carry out practical and other learning activities 
related to study and investigation of the cell. This will include cell structure and processes within cells such as 
transport, photosynthesis and respiration, as well as DNA, protein and biotechnology. 

Biology: Multi-cellular Organisms 
In this unit learners will develop skills and carry out practical learning activities related to the study of whole 
organisms. This will include a comparative approach to the study of plants and animals through areas such as 
reproduction and inheritance, the need for transport within organisms, digestion and associated  enzymes, 
control and communication and health. 

Biology: Life on Earth 
Learners carry out practical and other learning activities related to the study and investigation of life on earth. 
This includes ecosystems, evolution, natural selection and competition, behaviour, biodiversity,  decay, 
recycling and micro-organisms and ethical issues. 

Students following National 4 and 5 courses will also have an added value unit which draws upon and extends 
skills they have learned from the other units. In this unit, they demonstrate their breadth of knowledge and 
skills required in unfamiliar contexts. 

 
Progression and Careers 
You can continue to study Biology at National 4 or 5, Higher level and 
Advanced Higher. 

Possible career-paths include: 

 
Dentist Forensic Scientist Vet Conservationist 
Psychologist Molecular Biologist Nurse Zoo Keeper 
Brewer Geneticist Hairdresser Marine Biologist 
Optician 
Pharmacist 

Physiotherapist 
Food Tester 

Teacher 
Radiographer 

Doctor 
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Higher 

Entry 
 

S5 Higher Entry requirements - A or B in N5 course. Grade C entry possible if supported by results in other 
relevant subjects and a recommendation by S4 subject teacher 

 

Content 
 

This course allows the student to gain a Higher qualification which is a broad-based, integrated study of a wide 
range of biological topics. These topics emphasise the importance of Biology as a subject which is required in 
many aspects of investigative science, and as a subject which gives students an awareness of what surrounds 
them, both socially and environmentally. Higher Biology covers all of the major themes of biology (cells, 
evolution, genetics, homeostasis, energy and ecosystems) and builds on previous learning. It allows learners 
to develop a deeper understanding of the underlying themes of biology: evolution and adaptation, structure 
and function, genotype and niche. There are 3 x 40-hour units that make up the course with an additional 40 
hours for induction, support, consolidation and integration of learning. 

 

Unit 1: DNA and the Genome: Through the study of DNA and the genome,  this  Unit  explores  the molecular 
basis of evolution and biodiversity. 

 

Unit 2: Metabolism and Survival: The central metabolic pathways of ATP synthesis by respiration. Adaptations 
for maintaining metabolism in widely different niches. Environmental and genetic control of 
metabolism in microorganisms. 

 
Unit 3: Sustainability and Interdependence: The complex interdependence  between  organisms  is  explored 

through food production, inter-relationships and biodiversity. 
 

Assessment 
 

This course contains a range of both internal and external assessments. 
 

External: This consist of an examination set by the SQA and an assignment which is completed in school but 
marked by the SQA 

 

Internal: This consists of end of unit tests for each unit and a practical investigation report. 
 

Progression 
 

Progress to Advanced Higher or take individual units within Advanced Higher. Enter an HNC, HND or degree 
course studying Biological Sciences or Medicine, Nursing, Dietetics, Radiography, Chiropody, Physiotherapy, 
Marine Biology, etc. Other FE or HE opportunities and a range of employment or training opportunities. 
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Higher Human Biology 

Entry 
 

S5 Higher Entry requirements - A or B in N5 Biology course. 
 

Content 
 

The Higher Human Biology course allows the learner to develop a deeper understanding of fundamental 
processes within the Human Body. This includes cellular processes, physiological mechanisms, communication 
between organisms and the biology of populations as they apply to the human species. The course takes into 
consideration new advances in medical research and sets it in an engaging way to develop learners’ skills and 
knowledge. There are two x 40-hour units and two 20-hour units with an additional 40 hours for induction, 
support, consolidation and integration of learning. 

 
Unit 1: Human Cells: Through the study of human cells students gain an 

understanding of stem cells and their therapeutic value. 
 

Unit 2: Physiology and Health: Helps students develop an understanding of 
human physiology through the study of reproduction and the 
cardiovascular system. 

 

Unit 3: Neurobiology and Communication: Provides students with an 
understanding of the basic mechanisms by which the nervous system 
works and the biological basis of psychology. 

 
Unit 4: Immunology and Public Health: Familiarises students with the key 

components of the immune response such as recognition of pathogens 
and its response to them. 

 
Assessment 

 

This course contains a range of both internal and external assessment. 
External: This consist of an examination set by the SQA and an assignment which is completed in school but 
marked by the SQA 

 

Internal: This consists of end of unit tests for each unit and a practical investigation report. 
 

Progression 
Progress to Advanced Higher or take individual units within Advanced Higher. Entry to an HNC or degree 
course studying Biological Sciences, Medicine, Nursing, Sports Science, Physiotherapy, Veterinary science, 
Zoology etc. Other FE or HE opportunities and a range of employment or training also possible. 
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Advanced Higher 
 

Entry 
 

All entries are at the discretion of the Head of Department. 
 

It is strongly recommended that students have Higher Biology or Higher Human Biology at an A or B pass. 
No “C’s” will be considered. 

 

Content 
 

The Advanced Higher Biology course is based on integrative ideas and unifying principles of modern biological 
science. The course covers key aspects of life science at the molecular scale and extends to aspects of the 
biology of whole organisms that are among the major driving forces of evolution. Learners develop a sound 
theoretical understanding and practical experience of experimental investigative work in biological science. 
The Advanced Higher course will consist of three mandatory units: 

 
 

Unit 1: Cells and Proteins Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of the genome, proteomics, 
protein structure, binding and conformational change; membrane proteins; detecting and 
amplifying a stimulus; communication within multicellular organisms and protein control of cell 
division. The unit includes important laboratory techniques for biologists. 

 
Unit 2: Organisms and Evolution Learners will develop knowledge of evolution; variation and sexual 

reproduction; sex and behaviour and parasitism. It covers the role of sexual reproduction and 
parasitism in the evolution of organisms. Biological variation is a central concept. Evolution is 
considered from the impact of drift and selection on variation. 

 

Unit 3: Investigative Biology: Learners will develop knowledge of the principles and 
practice of investigative biology and its communication. 

 
 

Assessment 
 

This consist of an examination set by the SQA and a project which is completed in school but marked by the 
SQA. 

 
Progression 

 
A biology-based HND/degree programme or one from a wide range of related areas, such as medicine, 
dentistry, veterinary medicine, and professions allied to medicine, horticulture, pharmacology, environmental 
science and health. Careers in a biology-based or related area including the health sector, agricultural science, 
education, environmental services. 
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National 5 
The Course aims to enable students to develop: 

• knowledge and understanding of the ways in which society relies on business to satisfy our needs 

• an insight into the systems organisations use to ensure customers’ needs are met 

• enterprising skills and attributes by providing them with opportunities to 
explore realistic business situations 

• financial awareness through a business context 

• an insight into how organisations organise their resources for maximum 
efficiency and improve their overall performance 

• an awareness of how external influences impact on organisations 

The 3 units that students will cover: 

• Understanding Business 

• Marketing and Operations 

• People and Finance 

Assignment 

This is an additional unit which gives students the opportunity to research an aspect of a business that they 
choose. This is worth 25% of the students’ overall grade. 

Entry Requirements 

While entry is at the discretion of the department, students would normally be expected to have attained 
National 4 Business or National 4 Administration and IT. The course is also available to students who have not 
previously followed a business course but who can demonstrate an interest and/or an understanding of 
Business. 

Methods of Learning 

The course presents a variety of opportunities for pupils to make their own decisions about their learning and 
choose what fits best for them. For example, students are able to choose how they present their work in class. 
The course lends itself well to group work and project style work which the students will also be engaged in. 
There are however, opportunities for students to work individually and improve their independency also. 
Contact with outside businesses is something that pupils will enjoy and they will get to experience real 
businesses in action. Case studies, business games and ICT will all play a prominent part throughout students 
learning. 

Assessment 

Students will have one external final exam that is worth 75% of their overall grade. There is also an 
assignment that is worth 25%. 

Progression/Career Opportunities 

Business Management is an excellent qualification to have and can help you in a wide range of areas. Some 
students go in to employment with the knowledge of how a business works and what is needed to be 
successful. Other students go in to the financial, banking and retail sectors to name but a few. Some students 
also go on and study Business at college or university. For students who are staying on in school they can 
progress to Higher Business Management. 
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Higher 
The Course aims to enable learners to develop and extend: 

• knowledge and understanding of the ways in which society relies on business to satisfy our needs 

• an understanding of a range of methods businesses use to ensure customers’ needs are met 

• understanding of enterprising skills and attributes by providing them with opportunities to study 
relatively complex business issues 

• understanding of business-related financial matters 

• an understanding of the ways businesses can use resources to achieve maximum efficiency 

• an understanding of the steps taken by business to improve overall performance and effectiveness 

• knowledge and understanding of the main effects that external influences, such as economic impact 
and sustainability, have on organisations 

 
The 3 units that students will cover: 

• Understanding Business 

• Management of Marketing and Operations 

• Management of People and Finance 

Assignment 
This is an additional unit that gives students the opportunity to research an aspect of a business that they 
choose. This is worth 25% of the students’ overall grade. 

Entry Requirements 
While entry is at the discretion of the department, students would normally be expected to have attained 
National 5 Business. The course is also available to students who have not previously followed a business 
course but, who can demonstrate an interest and/or an understanding of business. 

Methods of Learning 
The course presents a variety of opportunities for pupils to make their own decisions about their learning and 
choose what fits best for them. For example, students are able to choose how they present their work in class. 
The course lends itself well to group work and project style work which the students will also be engaged in. 
There are, however, opportunities for students to work individually and improve their independency also. 
Contact with outside businesses is something that pupils will enjoy and they will get to experience real 
businesses in action. Case studies, business games and ICT will all play a prominent part throughout students’ 
learning. 

Assessment 
Students will have one external final exam that is worth 75% of their overall grade. There is also an assignment that is 
worth 25%. 

Progression/Career Opportunities 
Business Management is an excellent qualification to have and can help you in a wide range of areas. Some 
students go in to employment with the knowledge of how a business works and what is needed to be 
successful. Other students go in to the financial, banking and retail sectors to name but a few. For students 
who are staying on in school they can progress to Higher Business Management. Students wishing to pursue 
a career in the following areas will also find this course useful: 

Accounting, Economics, Banking, Insurance, Law, Civil Service and Retail. 
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CHEMISTRY 
Realise it or not, deep down we are all chemists. Every time we light a match, boil an egg or simply breathe in 
and out, we perform a chemical reaction. Our clothes and nearly all the objects of our everyday life are 
manufactured by the chemical transformation of raw materials like oil or iron ore, or by the chemical 
treatment of natural products like wood or wool. 

 

If we are to protect the planet from the harmful effects of human activity, we need to understand as clearly 
as possible the complex chemical systems which make up our environment of land, sea and air. 

 

As well as being fundamental in our daily lives, chemistry is a fundamental subject in science. In different areas 
it overlaps with biology and medicine, with physics and engineering, and with geology and earth science. As a 
result, many doors are open to students with chemistry qualifications, and career opportunities are very 
diverse. 

 
 

Some of the careers where chemistry qualifications lead to include: 
 

All areas of industry, from the oil, chemical, food and pharmaceuticals to a host of smaller enterprises 
producing new and specialist products, public health, medicine and environmental protection, research in 
universities, government institutes, industry and private agencies, teaching at all levels, forensic science 
and numerous other occupations which make direct use of their scientific knowledge. 

 
 

However, chemistry students also acquire many other valuable general skills, for example numeracy, data 
handling, computing and IT, in evaluating written material and in presenting both written and verbal reports 
of their work. 

 
These are precisely the skills required in many areas of work, in industry, business, commerce and finance. 

 
 

Want to improve the world we live in, get a great job and earn an above average salary? In a recent 
government study it was found that there is an increase in demand for students with STEM qualifications 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

 

As a result, students with STEM qualifications can expect to have a wider choice of careers and expect to 
earn more than non-STEM subjects. 
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National 4 and 5 
 

Entry Requirements 
National 4 - National 4 qualification ideally in another science subject. 
S5 National 5 - Strong N4 pass supported by recommendation by S4 teacher. Final decision by the 
Curriculum Leader. 

 

You will focus on 3 main units: 
 
 

Chemical Changes and Structure 
In this Unit learners will develop scientific skills and knowledge of the chemical reactions in our world. Through 
practical experience learners will investigate average rates of reaction and the chemistry of neutralisation 
reactions. 

 

Nature’s Chemistry 
The Earth has a rich supply of natural resources that are used by all of us. In this unit, learners will investigate 
the physical and chemical properties of organic chemicals like alcohols and acids. They will explore their 
chemical reactions and their uses in everyday consumer products. 

 
 

Chemistry in Society 
In this unit learners will develop skills and carry out practical investigations related to the chemistry of 
materials. Learners will focus on the chemistry of metals, plastics and investigate the chemical reactions and 
processes used to manufacture fertilisers. 

 
 

Progression 
National 4 progresses to National 5. National 5 progresses to Higher. Alternatively, both qualifications are 
highly rated and so enable students to find employment in many industries or entry to college courses. 

 
 
 

Want to improve the world we live in get a great job and earn an above average salary? 
In a recent government study it was found that there is an increase in demand for students with STEM 
qualifications (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

 

As a result, students with STEM qualifications can expect to have a wider choice of careers and expect to 
earn more than non-STEM subjects. 
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Higher 

S5 Higher Entry requirements - A or B in N5 course. Grade C entry possible if supported by results in other 
relevant subjects and a recommendation by S4 subject teacher 

 

Course outline - The Higher Chemistry course consists of four units: 
 

1) Chemical Changes and Structure which includes the study of reaction rates, enthalpy and patterns in 
the periodic table. 

 
2) Nature’s Chemistry which includes the study of natural and commercial products such as esters, 

proteins, skin care and soaps. 
 

3) Chemistry in Society which includes the study of the chemical industry, Hess's Law and Equilibrium. 
 
 

Candidates will be expected to describe experimental procedures, record relevant measurements and 
observations, analyse experimental information, draw valid conclusions and evaluate experimental 
procedures with supporting argument. 

 

Progression 
 

Students with a Higher Chemistry qualification can progress to Advanced Higher, apply to universities or to 
further education bodies where Chemistry is widely recognised as a valuable qualification for science, 
engineering, technological and many business courses. 

 
 
 

ADVANCED HIGHER 

Entry - Higher Chemistry, preferably Grade A or B. 
 

Course outline - The Advanced Higher Chemistry course contains 4 units: 
 

Inorganic and Physical Chemistry 
Includes electromagnetic radiation and atomic spectra, atomic orbitals and electronic configurations and the 
Periodic table, transition metals, chemical equilibrium, reaction feasibility and kinetics. 
Learners will consider how the applications of inorganic and physical chemistry impact on our lives, as well 
as on society/the environment. 



CLASSICAL STUDIES 
Higher 
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Classical Studies explores ancient civilisations, from 5th century Athens to the Roman Empire. Students will 
study life in ancient Greece and Rome, encompassing a range of areas such as death and the afterlife, 
classical tragedy, archaeological evidence and mystery cults. Students will gain a deeper understanding of 
the world by studying these ancient cultures and learning how these people and beliefs shaped the world as 
we know it today. 

 

There are three units 
: 

• Life in Classical Greece 

Here, students will study Religion and Belief in 5th century Athens, focusing upon state and domestic 
religion, death and the afterlife, mystery religions, cults, philosophical attitudes to religion, gender roles 
within religious worship and so on. All sources used are in modern, accessible translations. Students will 
apply what they can learn from sources to a comparison of life in classical Greece with life in the 
contemporary world. 

 

• Classical Literature 

Three classical texts will be studied in relation to four themes: Leadership, Fate versus Free Will, Heroism, 
and Conflict and Violence. Students will analyse these texts in great depth, and must explain ideas related to 
the text, its significance within the classical world and modern society. Students must also evaluate the 
significance of these ideas, themes and values. These texts can be drama, prose or epic poems. 

 

• Life in the Roman World 

Here, students will study Religion and Belief in the Roman World, focusing upon state and domestic religion, 
death and the afterlife, mystery religions, Rome and Christianity, religious tolerance and philosophical 
attitudes to religion. Within this Unit learners are expected to demonstrate the skill of using archaeological 
sources of evidence and presenting reasoned conclusions which compare and contrast the classical and 
modern worlds. 

 

Entry 
Recommended entry is with B or above in National 5 English, History and/or another similar subject. 
Previous experience of Classical Studies is not necessary. 

 
Progression 
AH Classics may be offered if there is demand. 
Entry to university to study Classics, Literature, History, Religious Studies, Cultural Studies, Anthropology and 
Archaeology. Museum and Gallery exhibition, research and archive work. 
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COMPUTING 
SCIENCE 
National 5 
Entry 
National 4 Computing Science 
At the discretion of the department. 

 

Content 
The course includes four mandatory units in addition to the course assessment. 

Software Design and Development 
Learners develop knowledge, understanding and practical problem-solving skills in software design and 
development, through a range of practical and investigative tasks using appropriate software development 
environments. This develops their programming and computational-thinking skills by implementing practical 
solutions and explaining how these programs work. 

Computer Systems 
Learners develop an understanding of how data and instructions are stored in binary form and basic computer 
architecture. They gain an awareness of the environmental impact of the energy use of computing systems 
and security precautions that can be taken to protect computer systems. 

Database Design and Development 
Learners develop knowledge, understanding and practical problem-solving skills in database design and 
development, through a range of practical and investigative tasks. This allows learners to apply computational-
thinking skills to analyse, design, implement, test, and evaluate practical solutions, using a range of 
development tools such as SQL. 

Web Design and Development 
Learners develop knowledge, understanding and practical problem-solving skills in web design and 
development, through a range of practical and investigative tasks. This allows candidates to apply 
computational-thinking skills to analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate practical solutions to web- 
based problems, using a range of development tools such as HTML, CSS and Javascript. 

Assessment 
Coursework Assignment – 31% 
External Question Paper (2 hours) – 69% 

Progression 
Higher Computing Science 

Want to improve the world we live in, get a great job and earn an above average salary? 

Recent government announcements state that Scotland will need an estimated 11,000 new digital/ICT 
workers each year to meet current and future demand. Similarly, a significant number of people do not 
have the skills to prosper in the digital era. 

As a result, students with digital qualifications can expect to have a wider choice of careers and expect to 
earn more. 
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Higher 

 
Entry 
National 5 Computing Science at Grade A or B 
At the discretion of the department. 

Content 
The course includes four mandatory units in addition to the course assessment. 

Software Design and Development 
Learners develop knowledge, understanding and practical problem-solving skills in software design and 
development, through a range of practical and investigative tasks using appropriate software development 
environments. This develops complex programming and computational-thinking skills by implementing 
practical solutions and explaining how these programs work. 

Computer Systems 
Learners develop a detailed understanding of how data and instructions are stored in binary form and basic 
computer architecture. They gain an awareness of the environmental impact of the energy use of computing 
systems and security precautions that can be taken to protect computer systems. 

Database Design and Development 
Learners develop knowledge, understanding and practical problem-solving skills in database design and 
development, through a range of practical and investigative tasks. This allows learners to apply computational-
thinking skills to analyse, design, implement, test, and evaluate complex practical solutions, using a range of 
development tools such as SQL. 

Web Design and Development 
Learners develop knowledge, understanding and practical problem-solving skills in web design and 
development, through a range of practical and investigative tasks. This allows candidates to apply 
computational-thinking skills to analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate practical solutions to web- 
based problems, using a range of development tools such as HTML, CSS and Javascript. 

Assessment 
Coursework Assignment – 31% 
External Question Paper (2 hours) – 69% 

Progression 
Advanced Higher Computing Science 
College or University Computing courses 

Want to improve the world we live in, get a great job and earn an above average salary? 

Recent government announcements state that Scotland will need an estimated 11,000 new digital/ICT 
workers each year to meet current and future demand. Similarly, a significant number of people do not 
have the skills to prosper in the digital era. 

As a result, students with digital qualifications can expect to have a wider choice of careers and expect to 
earn more. 
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Advanced Higher 

 
Entry 
Higher Computing at Grade A or B 
At the discretion of the department. 

 

Content 
The course includes four mandatory units in addition to the course assessment. 

 

Software Design and Development 
Learners develop knowledge, understanding, and advanced practical problem-solving skills in software design 
and development. Learners develop object-oriented programming and computational-thinking skills by 
analysing, designing, implementing, testing, and evaluating practical solutions and explaining how these 
modular programs work. They use their knowledge of data types and constructs to create efficient programs 
to solve advanced problems. 

 

Computer Systems 
Learners develop their understanding of how data is stored in hexadecimal form and how flags are used during 
the fetch-execute cycle. They become aware of the environmental impact of data centres and the security 
risks of code injections. 

 

Database Design and Development 
Learners develop knowledge, understanding, and advanced practical problem-solving skills in database design 
and development. They do this through a range of practical tasks, using SQL to create and query relational 
databases. 

 
Web Design and Development 
Learners develop knowledge, understanding, and advanced practical problem-solving skills in web design and 
development. Candidates apply computational-thinking skills to analyse, design, implement, test, and 
evaluate practical solutions to web-based problems, using a range of development tools including HTML, 
Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) and PHP. 

 

Assessment 
 

Coursework Assignment - 50% 
External Question Paper - 50% 

 
 

Progression 
This Course or its Units may provide progression to: 

 

• degrees in Computing Science or related disciplines 

• careers in computing, IT and/or related areas 
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Customer Service NPA level 5 
 
 
 
 

Customer service impacts on all occupational sectors. 
Employees working in hotels, retail outlets, travel organisations, beauty therapy, hairdressing, sports 
centres, local authorities or voluntary organisations all require effective customer service skills and 
knowledge. 

 
Level 
You can undertake the NPA in Customer Service at SCQF levels 4, 5 or 6. You can choose to complete the 
NPA as part of a work placement with BRO Enterprise or another work placement. 

 

About the course 
The awards cover communication, social media, and products and service requirements in customer service. 
You will gain an understanding of the importance of communicating with customers effectively, the different 
social media platforms used to deliver customer service, and skills in engaging with customers, both face-to- 
face and through social media. 

 

Assessment 
The units in these awards can be assessed in a variety of ways, for example through practical exercises, or 
through observation during work placements. You will also carry out research into areas of customer service 
and may be asked to present your findings through discussion or in a portfolio. 

 
 
 



HNC DANCE ARTIST (S5/6) 
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Entry Requirements 

Candidates should have an ‘A’ at Higher in Dance plus National 5 English. Students must show 
enthusiasm, dedication, aptitude and a determination to develop as a performer. Students will be 
accepted onto the course based on their progress, technical ability and commitment. 

HNC Dance Artist Course Description 
This HNC Dance Artists course is aimed to further develop your skills and demonstrate your suitability for 
professional dance training. The aim of the course is to provide you with the skills required to help 
you progress towards full time training in dance in a highly competitive industry where equal importance 
in placed on teaching, choreography and performance. 

The units that you will study will include: 

• Classical Ballet Techniques 1 
• Jazz Dance Techniques 1 
• Contemporary Dance Techniques 1 
• Dance: Choreographic Skills 
• Body Conditioning 
• An Introduction to History of Dance 
• Anatomy and Injury Prevention for Dancers 
• Dance Artist: Graded Unit 1 

Course Assessment 
There is an element of self-directed study, with many of the units requiring log books and evaluations 
as well as practical assessments. There will be written course work and an exam for the 
Anatomy and Injury Prevention for Dancers unit. 
All written assignments will assist in gaining professional knowledge, allowing students to 
consolidate theory and practical skills. 

Progression 
Dance is an integral part of the theatre and through this course we aim to develop pupils’ technical 
performance skills to a high standard in jazz, ballet and contemporary techniques. Students will 
also gain an understanding of both theory and development of the human body and dance appreciation. 
They will gain an insight into teaching skills as well as body conditioning and how to create a training 
programme to develop areas of weakness. It will teach pupils to work effectively with fellow performers, 
directors, choreographers and technical staff.  The HNC Dance Artist course will prepare students with 
the skills and discipline that will allow them to progress into further education or a teaching, 
choreography, or performance career in dance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



HNC Professional Dance Performance (S5/6) 
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Entry Requirements 
 

Candidates should have an ‘A’ at Higher in Dance plus National 5 English. Students must show enthusiasm, 
dedication, aptitude and a determination to develop as a performer. Students must be at RAD Intermediate 
Level in Ballet. Students will be accepted onto the course based on their progress, technical ability and 
commitment. 

 
HNC Professional Dance Performance Course Description 

 
The course will enable dancers to take responsibility for their own professional development and assist them 
with audition techniques and professional conduct. It will enhance their prospects in either further education 
or employment. The HNC Professional Dance Performance will equip students with the  knowledge and skills 
professional dance performers need to succeed in several areas within the modern performance industry. 
Students will need to achieve 12 SQA credits to achieve a full HNC in Professional Dance Performance. 

 

HNC Professional Dance Performance Units 
 

• Classical Ballet Techniques 1 

• Jazz Dance Techniques 1 

• Dance Technique for Commercial Performance 1 

• Choreographic Skills 

• An Introduction to Performance & Production 

• Anatomy and Injury Prevention for Dancers 

• Professional Dance Performance: Graded Unit 1 

 

*At least one other mandatory unit will also be studied to allow for students to achieve the full qualification. 
 

Course Assessment 
 

There is an element of self-directed study, with many of the units requiring log books and evaluations as well 
as practical assessments. There will be written course work and an exam for the Anatomy and Injury 
Prevention for Dancers unit. All written assignments will assist pupils in gaining professional knowledge 
allowing student to consolidate theory and practical skills. 

 

Progression 
 

Dance is an integral part of the theatre and through this course we aim to develop pupil’s technical 
performance skills to a high standard in jazz, ballet and commercial techniques. Students will also gain an 
understanding of both theory and development of the human body and dance appreciation. It will teach pupils 
to work effectively with fellow performers, directors, choreographers and technical staff. The HNC 
Professional Dance Performance course will prepare students with the skills and discipline that will allow them 
to progress into further education or a performance career in dance or musical theatre. 
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Entry Requirements 
 

Candidates should have an ‘A’ at Higher Dance, an A at HNC Professional Dance Performance and 
Higher English. They should also be studying RAD Advanced 1/2 Ballet or equivalent at their private 
dance school. Entry onto this course will be by invite only based on application and attainment 
throughout S5. Students must show enthusiasm, dedication, aptitude and a determination to 
develop as a performer. Students will be accepted onto the course based on their progress, 
technical ability and commitment. 

 
HNC Professional Dance Performance Course Description 

 
The HND in Professional Dance Performance (SCQF level 8) builds on the knowledge and skills of the HNC 
and it is also designed to develop and advance dance performance thorough working knowledge of 

the processes involved in preparing for audition. 
 

The units that you will study will include: 

• Classical Ballet Techniques 2 
• Jazz Dance Techniques 2 
• Dance Technique for Commercial Performance 2 
• Contemporary Dance Techniques 2 
• Advanced Performance and Production 
• Audition and Portfolio for Dance 
• Dance: Contextual Studies 
• Body Conditioning Advanced 
• Professional Dance Performance: Graded Unit 

 
Course Assessment 

 

There is an element of self-directed study, with many of the units requiring log books and evaluations 
as well as practical assessments. There will be written course work and an internal exam for the 
Graded Unit 2. The Graded Unit for this course requires students to study two contrasting dance 
styles and for each to select a specific influential choreographer. They will then choreograph and 
perform two solos that will be influenced by their research and by the work of their chosen choreographer. 

 

Progression 
 

Students who successfully complete an HND at school will be well equipped to progress into further 
training in the performing arts or into further study at college or university. 



Design and Manufacture 
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National 5 
 

Entry Requirements 

• Excellent attitude to learning throughout the BGE course 

• Interest in the Design and Manufacture industry 

• Successful completion of the National 4 Design & Manufacture course 

• CfE Level 4 English 

• CfE Level 4 Maths 

 
Content 

The Design and Manufacture course encourages candidates to take a broad view of design and manufacture, 

through making decisions and taking responsibility for their own actions and enables the pupils to develop: 

• skills in designing and manufacturing models, prototypes and products 

• knowledge and understanding of manufacturing processes and materials 

• an understanding of the impact of design and manufacturing technologies on our environment and 

society 

 
These transferrable skills place our young people in a strong position regardless of the career path they 

choose. 

 
Assessment 

National 5 (graded A – D) comprises the following components: 

1. Question paper (44%) 

2. Assignment – Design (31%) 

3. Assignment – Manufacture (Internally assessed – 25%) 

 
Progression 

Learners who pass National 5 Design & Manufacture with a grade A or B would be eligible to progress on to 
the Higher Design & Manufacture course. 

 
Please note that pupils will be asked to contribute £20 towards the cost of materials. 

 
Careers 
Designers, makers and manufacturers have a huge influence on the form, function and style of many of the 

objects we use in our daily lives; everything from kettles to cars, from telephones to specialised medical 

equipment. Individual designers often focus on a particular area, such as consumer electronics, automotive 

design or industrial equipment, but designer’s skills are transferable between projects and products. 
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HIGHER 
 

Entry Requirements 

• Grade B in National 5 Design & Manufacture 

• Grade B in National 5 English 

• Grade B in National 5 Maths 

 
Content 

Design 

Candidates study the design process from brief to design proposal. This helps them to develop skills in 

initiating, developing, articulating and communicating design proposals. Candidates explore and refine 

design proposals using the design/make/test process and by applying knowledge of materials, processes and 

design factors to reach a viable solution. Candidates also develop an understanding of the factors that 

influence the design, marketing and use of commercial products. 

 
Manufacture 

Candidates develop knowledge of materials, manufacturing and production processes and strengthen their 

understanding of how these influence the design of commercial products. This provides candidates with the 

knowledge and understanding required to develop a viable design proposal for a commercial product and to 

plan its production. 

 
By combining the study of design with the study of manufacturing, candidates learn to appreciate the impact 

design and manufacturing technologies have on society, the environment and the world of work. 

 
Assessment 

HIGHER (graded A – D) comprises the following components: 

1. Question paper (47%) 

2. Assignment (53%) 

 
Progression 

• Other SQA qualifications in Design and Manufacture or related areas 

• Further study, employment and/or training. 

Careers 
Designers, makers and manufacturers have a huge influence on the form, function and style of many of the 

objects we use in our daily lives; everything from kettles to cars, from telephones to specialised medical 

equipment. Individual designers often focus on a particular area, such as consumer electronics, automotive 

design or industrial equipment, but designers’ skills are transferable between projects and products. 
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National 5 

Should I choose Drama? 
 
 

The N5 Drama course is for anyone interested in developing their creative skills. Choosing Drama is an excellent way to 
build confidence and develop personal and social skills, including working in a group or as a team. You will learn essential 
skills for life including creativity, collaboration, communication, negotiation and problem solving. Drama improves 
your ability to express yourself through devising Drama and Performance. Drama is an exciting, enjoyable and rewarding 
course, which builds confidence and prepares you for life after school. You learn to be creative, communicate well, 
organise your thoughts and turn your ideas into action. You also learn technical skills in lighting and sound; set design 
and props; costume and make-up. An excellent choice of course for anyone interested in working with people, the 
performing arts and creative industries. 

What will I learn? 

Drama Skills 
By responding to ideas and stimuli for drama, you will develop ideas and techniques to communicate dramatic 
themes. You will work with others when preparing, researching and devising pieces of drama and apply acting 
skills in order to portray character. You will learn to evaluate your own work and the work of others. 

 

Production Skills 
You will explore production roles and use your production skills by interpreting stimuli and generating ideas 
for a production concept. You learn to develop and use production skills and evaluate your own contribution 
to the dramatic context. 

 
Performance 
In this unit you will prepare for, take part in and reflect on a small-scale drama performance. You will work 
with others to develop ideas. You will develop understanding of social and cultural influences on drama, select 
and apply skills and knowledge appropriate to your chosen role and carrying out their chosen role effectively. 

 

Progression 
In S6, students can choose further study in Drama Higher, or the Creative Industries course. 

 
Assessment 
National 5 is external assessment through a performance in a chosen production role (60%) and a question 
paper (40%). 

 

Entry Requirements: 
N4 Drama Pass and N4 or 5 English Pass. 
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Higher 
 
 
Entry 
▪ N5 Drama Grades A, B or C (in both the course assessment question paper and performance) OR 
▪ N5 English Grades A or B (in all course components) OR 
▪ Creative Industries SfW (C pass or above) 
▪ Other appropriate experience of Drama (with evidence of the level prior experience) 

 

Progression 
Universities and Colleges accept CfE Higher Drama as an entrance qualification. The course shares common 
threads with English, Media Studies and Social Studies. You will also develop understanding of complex social 
and cultural influences on drama through the study of plays and playwrights. We recommend this course for 
students wishing to pursue a degree or further qualification in theatre, performing arts or creative industries, 
humanities, social sciences, humanities and law. 

 
The course provides opportunities for learners to develop skills creating and presenting drama. This Course 
focuses on the development and use of complex drama skills and production skills to present drama. Learners 
will analyse and evaluate how the use of self-expression, language and movement can develop their ideas for 
drama. Learners will develop critical thinking skills as they investigate and develop complex drama skills. 

 

Course Content and Structure 
 

Higher Drama course consists of two skills units and the Course Assessment Performance and Question Paper. 
 

Unit 1: Drama Skills 
In this Unit, learners will explore ways of communicating thoughts and ideas to an audience. They will learn 
how to respond to text, including stimuli. They will also learn how to develop character using a range of 
techniques and to apply creative approaches to form, structure, genre and style when creating and presenting 
drama. 

 

Unit 2: Production Skills 
In this Unit, learners will develop complex production skills. They will use these skills to enhance drama when 
presenting. Students will have the opportunity to see a range of live professional theatre and productions. 

 
Assessment 
Assessment comprises 40% Textual Studies (Question Paper containing two essays) and 60% Performance; 
offering candidates the choice of three areas of specialism: Acting, Directing and Design. The Performance 
Assessment incorporates a Preparation for Performance worth 10%. 
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DRAMA 
 
Advanced Higher 
 

 

Entry 
▪ Higher Drama Grades A or B (in both the course assessment question paper and performance) OR 
▪ Higher English Grades A or B (in all course components) with other appropriate experience of Drama 

(with evidence of the level prior experience) 

Progression 
The Advanced Higher Drama Course allows learners to explore both the practical and analytical aspects of 
the subject. Learners develop skills through practical aspects of theatre, the creative exploration of the art of 
theatre and its forms and practices. 

Learners will investigate how theatre practice has been shaped by key practitioners. They will expand and 
develop their own skills within their chosen area of acting, directing or design. Learners will also develop their 
skills in devising and interpreting text. Further, they will explore means of using theatre and performance 
skills to communicate effectively with an audience and investigate how key practitioners have influenced the 
theatre today. They will also learn to analyse their performance and the performance of others. 

Course Content and Structure 
Advanced Higher Drama course consists of two mandatory Units and the Course Assessment. 

Unit 1: Drama Skills 
This Unit will focus on learners developing their knowledge of methodologies, theatre practices and texts to 
progress their devising, directing and performing skills. Student’s work will be informed by the work of a key 
theatre practitioner. They will explore the evolution of the role and craft of the actor, director, and designer. 
Through devised and textual activities, learners will practically explore a variety of acting, directing and design 
concepts. They will independently create a devised drama production, using their dramatic interpretation of 
complex texts. This will explore how meaning can be communicated to an audience through practical 
realisation of their own theatrical concepts. Learners will also evaluate the effectiveness of their concepts. 

Unit 2: Production Skills 
In this Unit, learners will focus on a study of a key theatre practitioner, and explore in depth the influences on 
and the theory and practice of their chosen practitioner. They will explore and analyse key productions that 
reflect their acting or directing or design methodologies through both research and practical experimentation. 

Course Assessment 
Learners will be assessed through a drama performance and a project dissertation. The Drama performance 
will involve analysing their chosen text to create and present drama. The project will require demonstration 
of a depth of knowledge and understanding based on practitioner theory. As part of the performance, learners 
will be required to produce a Preparation for Performance (700 words). The Preparation for Performance will 
focus on the process, which the learner undertook in order to arrive at the concepts for the performance. 
Learners will demonstrate their knowledge of relevant and current performance theories and practice. 



32 

 

 

EARLY EDUCATION and CHILDCARE 
National 4/5 

 
National 4 and National 5 Skills for Work: Early Learning and Childcare is an introductory qualification that 

develops the skills, knowledge, and attitudes needed for work in the Early Learning and Childcare sector. It is 

relevant if you wish to work with children in future. 

 

You will develop transferable employability skills, including: 

 
• an understanding of the workplace and the employee’s responsibilities (eg time-keeping, 

appearance, customer care) 

• self-evaluation skills 

• positive attitude to learning 

• flexible approaches to solving problems 

• adaptability and positive attitude to change 

• confidence to set goals, reflect and learn from experience 

• skills to become an effective employee 

 
This qualification covers areas such as the Development and Wellbeing of Children and Young People, Play in 

Early Learning and Childcare, and Working in Early Learning and Childcare. 

 

For the last two years, students have had a placement at a local Nursery or Early Years organisation. This 

is something we hope to continue. 
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ENGLISH 
Skills for Life and Work 

 

Level 4 or Level 5 

Entry 
 

• National 3 English 

• National 4 in S4 (but with no entry/no wish to sit to 
National 5 in S5) 

• Suitable for pupils with no previous English qualification 

• Pupils intending to leave at Christmas (of any level) 
 

This course is designed to further develop your Core Skills in English. You will develop your skills in Reading, 
Writing, Talking and Listening and will work towards: 

 

• a Literacy qualification at National 4 (if you did National 3 last year. If you did National 3 last year, 
you will also work towards National 4 English this year) 

• a Literacy qualification at National 5 (if you did National 4 last year or if you can show you are able to 
meet the standards this year). 

 

This course also provides opportunities for you to develop skills which are important to your own personal 
development and which are important to employers. The SQA website tells us: 

 

 

They are important because they help you to be effective in almost everything you do. That’s also why 
employers value them. Improving your Core Skills helps you cope with today’s quickly changing world. It will 
make you more confident, help you to learn more easily, and improve your career prospects. 

 

You will be working towards qualifications in: 
 

• Problem Solving Core Skills 

• Working with Others Core Skills 

• At least two of the units towards a Scottish Studies Award 

 
Scottish Studies is made up of four units. You will pick up at least two of these in this course: an English unit 
(Analysis and Evaluation or Creation and Production) and the Scotland in Focus unit. You may be able to  gain 
the overall award if you are studying some of your other subjects in a Scottish Context. See Mrs Daniel or your 
teacher for more information. 

Core Skills are essential if individuals are to meet both their personal needs and the needs of society. 
Individuals who can analyse and solve problems, communicate well, use information technology, and 
work with others effectively. They are well-equipped to assume the active, flexible, and responsible role 
which modern workplaces need and society expects. 
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Assessments 
 

There will be internal assessments in this course but no final exam. You have two opportunities to pass the 
assessments. 

 
Homework/Preparation 

 

There will be homework throughout the course: preparing for assessments, research, working to improve 
skills. 

 
How learners will be assessed 

 

• Literacy qualifications will be assessed through formal, internal exams on Reading, Writing, Talking and 
Listening. These assessments will also count towards the Core Skills Communication qualification. 

• Scotland in Focus, Working with Others and Problem Solving will be assessed through the pupil log 

book – self assessments, records kept and teacher observations. 
 

When and where students will be assessed 
 

Teachers will assess each pupil after successful completion of each study section through an internal 
examination. Assessment is undertaken by the pupil at school under supervision of a teacher. If pupils don’t 
achieve the required standard for the award of ‘pass’ within any assessment, they will be informed of this and 
they will be re-assessed on the particular elements of the assessment which need improving. 

 

External assessment 
 

There is no external assessment associated with this unit. 

 
Progression: 

 

If you pass the course with a National 5 Literacy qualification, you may progress to National 5 English in S6. 
 

Skills developed in English include: 

• independent working; 

• time management and organisation; 

• planning and researching written work; 

• communicating knowledge and understanding of texts, concepts and theories; 

• leading and participating in discussions; 

• negotiation and team working to present ideas and information; 

• effectively conveying arguments and opinions and thinking creatively; 

• using your judgement to weigh up alternative perspectives; 

• critical reasoning and analysis; 

• using IT. 
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ENGLISH 
National 5 

 
Entry 

 

A pass at National 4 combined with a recommendation from their National 4 class teacher. 
 

Content 
 

The National 5 English Course enables learners to develop their literacy skills and to understand, analyse and 
evaluate texts, including Scottish texts, in the contexts of literature, language and media. The Course also 
enables learners to create and produce texts and to apply their knowledge and understanding of language. 

 

Homework/Preparation 
 

This course demands commitment. It is essential that all target dates for completion of work be met. Please 
note, due to the fast pace and challenge in this course, it is vital that all homework tasks and classwork 
activities are done on time. Failure to meet deadlines will jeopardise students’ chances of success and could 
result in withdrawal from the course. 

 

Assessment: Internal Assessment 
 

The National 5 course comprises two units which are internally assessed: 

• Analysis and Evaluation – reading and listening activities 

• Creation and Production – writing and talking activities 

External Assessment: The external examination will consist of two papers: 
 

Paper 1: Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation – read unseen passage(s) and 
answer questions. 

 

Paper 2: Critical Reading – pupils are asked to respond to literature they have studied in class. 
They will respond to questions on the set Scottish text and will write a critical essay on 
another text studied in class. 

 

The Folio of Writing comprises the final component of the overall grade. This is created throughout the course 
of the year and is submitted to SQA for external marking. 

 

Candidates must be successful in both the internal and external assessments in order to gain an award at 
National 5. 



36 

 

 

Exam Presentation Policy 
 

• Candidates must have successfully completed classwork and homework activities, demonstrating their 
ability to pass Higher English. 

 

• All Internal Assessments must be passed before the exam. Pupils cannot attain an overall course award 
without passing these and therefore will not be presented for the final exam should they have failed 
after two attempts. 

 

• Candidates must achieve more than 40% in the prelim in order to meet standards for presentation. 

Progression 
 
 

Candidates who successfully complete this course at level B or above may wish to continue their studies in 
English at Higher level in the following year. They may wish to move on to a college course or university course 
or to employment. 

 
Jobs which require English skills include: 

 
Editorial assistant, English as a foreign language teacher, English teacher, journalist, primary teacher, 

secondary teacher, writer, librarian, advertising, copywriter, administration, information officer, marketing, 

public relations, records and archive roles, publishing, TV, Radio, Film, Drama and Music, public 

relations, law, HR or personnel management, the civil service, retail management, banking and finance. 

 
Skills developed in English include: 

 
• independent working; 

• time management and organisation; 

• planning and researching written work; 

• communicating knowledge and understanding of texts, concepts and theories; 

• leading and participating in discussions; 

• negotiation and team working to present ideas and information; 

• effectively conveying arguments and opinions and thinking creatively; 

• using your judgement to weigh up alternative perspectives; 

• critical reasoning and analysis; using IT. 
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ENGLISH 
Higher 

 
Entry 

 

Minimum of a B in National 5. 
 

Content 
 

The Higher English Course provides learners with the opportunity to develop the skills of listening, talking, 
reading and writing in order to understand and use language. Building on literacy skills, learners develop 
understanding of the complexities of language, including through the study of a wide range of texts, including 
Scottish texts, and develop high levels of analytical thinking and understanding of the impact of language. 

 

Homework/Preparation 
 

This course demands commitment. It is essential that all target dates for completion of work be met. Please 
note, due to the fast pace and challenge in this course, it is vital that all homework tasks and classwork 
activities are done on time. Failure to meet deadlines will jeopardise students’ chances of success and could 
result in withdrawal from the course. 

 

Assessment: 
 

Internal Assessment 
 

The Higher course comprises two units which are internally assessed. Pupils will be asked to complete 
assessments in Reading and Listening (Analysis and Evaluation Unit) and Writing and Talking assessments 
(Creation and Production Unit). 

 

External Assessment: The external examination will consist of two papers: 
Paper 1: Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation 
Pupils will read two unseen passages and answer questions 

 

Paper 2: Critical Reading 
Literature – pupils are asked to respond to literature they have studied in class – questions on a Scottish text 
and a critical essay on another text studied. 

 

The Folio of Writing comprises the final component of the overall grade. This is created throughout the course 
of the year and which is submitted to SQA for external marking. 

 

Candidates must be successful in both the internal and external assessments in order to gain an award at 
Higher. 
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Exam Presentation Policy 
 

• Candidates must have successfully completed classwork and homework activities, demonstrating their 
ability to pass Higher English. 

 

• All Internal Assessments must be passed before the exam. Pupils cannot attain an overall course award 
without passing these and therefore will not be presented for the final exam should they have failed 
after two attempts. 

 

• Candidates must achieve more than 40% in the prelim in order to meet standards for presentation. 

Progression 
Candidates who successfully complete this course at level B or above may wish to continue their studies in 
English at Advanced Higher level in the following year. They may wish to move on to a college course or 
university course or to employment. 

 

Jobs which require English skills include: 

Editorial assistant, English as a foreign language teacher, English teacher, journalist, primary teacher, 

secondary teacher, writer, librarian, advertising, copywriter, administration, information officer ,marketing, 

public relations, records and archive roles, publishing, TV, Radio, Film, Drama and Music, public relations, 

law, HR or personnel management, the civil service, retail management, banking and finance. 

 
Skills developed in English include: 

• independent working 

• time management and organisation 

• planning and researching written work 

• communicating knowledge and understanding of texts, concepts and theories 

• leading and participating in discussions 

• negotiation and team-working to present ideas and information 

• effectively conveying arguments and opinions and thinking creatively 

• using your judgement to weigh up alternative perspectives 

• critical reasoning and analysis using IT 
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ENGLISH 
Advanced Higher 

 
Purpose 

 

The Course is appropriate for learners who wish to develop their understanding and use of complex and 
sophisticated language through a range of higher-order skills. This Course offers learners personalisation and 
choice appropriate to their personal and vocational needs and aspirations. Learners will encounter academic 
and personal challenges in the study of Advanced Higher English. 

 
Recommended Entry 

 

Students would normally be expected to have attained a course award at level B or above at Higher. 
 

The main purpose of the Course is to provide learners with the opportunity to apply analytical and 
evaluative skills to a wide range of literary texts. Learners interpret complex literary forms, produce 
sophisticated language and develop the skills outlined in the Units. 

 

The Course provides flexibility, personalisation and choice to enable learners to achieve in different ways. 
Learners will develop their reading skills by reading as widely as possible in pursuit of their own interests and 
enthusiasms. In doing so, they will gain enrichment and comparative insights. 

 

Through the successful completion of this Course, important transferable skills are developed. These skills 
include: analysing and evaluating a range of complex literary texts, and developing an independence of 
thought while taking account of the opinions of others. 

 
Course Structure 

 
The Course is made up of two mandatory units: 

 

Unit 1- Analysis and Evaluation of Literary Texts 
• The purpose of this unit is to provide learners with opportunities to develop skills in the analysis and 

evaluation of a wide range of complex and sophisticated literary texts, as appropriate to purpose and 
audience. 

 

Unit 2 - Creation and Production 
• The purpose of this unit is to provide learners with opportunities to create a range of complex and 

sophisticated texts, as appropriate to different purposes and audiences. 
 

Assessment: Internal Assessment 
 

The Advance Higher course comprises two units which are internally assessed: 

• Analysis and Evaluation of a literary text – textual analysis of a piece of literature 

• Creation and Production – writing in a variety of genres 
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External Assessment: The external examination will consist of two papers and an externally examined 
portfolio: 

 

• Paper 1 - write a critical essay on drama, poetry, prose fiction or prose non-fiction 

• Paper 2 - undertake a textual analysis on drama, poetry, prose fiction or prose non-fiction, 
demonstrating an in-depth knowledge and understanding of complex and sophisticated literary 
text(s) 

 

• a portfolio, which will contain: 

• two pieces of writing 

• a project – dissertation 

 
Exam Presentation Policy 

 

• Candidates must have successfully completed classwork and homework activities, demonstrating 
their ability to pass Advanced Higher English. 

 

• All Internal Assessments must be passed before the exam. Pupils cannot attain an overall course award 
without passing these and therefore will not be presented for the final exam should they have failed 
after two attempts. 

 

Progression 
 

The ability to analyse and evaluate complex and sophisticated texts, and apply highly developed thinking and 
communication skills, are important in a number of professions and degree programmes. 

 
This Course can lead to: 

• degree programmes in business, drama, education, English, humanities, journalism, law, media, and 
social science 

• careers in commerce and industry, education, journalism, law, marketing, media, and politics 

 
To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all of the Units as well as the Course assessment. 

 

Skills developed in English include: 

• independent working; 

• time management and organisation; 

• planning and researching written work; 

• communicating knowledge and understanding of texts, concepts and theories; 

• leading and participating in discussions; 

• negotiation and team working to present ideas and information; 

• effectively conveying arguments and opinions and thinking creatively; 

• using your judgement to weigh up alternative perspectives; 

• critical reasoning and analysis; 

• using IT. 
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Available at Beginners level to Higher Level 
 

This course is aimed at candidates whose first language is not English to develop the skills of reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking in order to better understand and use English in everyday life, work-related and study-related contexts. 

 

This course runs at the same time as English classes so candidates cannot do both. This course is, though, equal to a 
qualification in English. 

 
 

What will I learn? 
The course offers candidates opportunities to develop and extend a wide range of skills, in particular: 

• to develop reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in English 

• understand detailed written and spoken texts in English for use in everyday life, work and study 

• produce detailed written English for use in everyday life, work and study 

• interact with others showing understanding of and using detailed spoken English for use in everyday life, work 
and study 

• apply knowledge and understanding of language in spoken and written English 

 
Assessment 
There are two main internal units: 

• ESOL for everyday life 
• ESOL in context – work and study 

 
Candidates also complete an Added Value Unit (N4) which is an individual project, delivered orally. National 
5 and Higher candidates will sit externally assessed assessments in reading, listening, talking and writing. 

 

Progression 
Learners who pass National 3 will gain entry to the National 4 course in S6. 

- Learners who pass National 4 will gain entry to the National 5 course in S6. 
- Learners who pass National 5 will gain entry to the Higher course in S6. 
- Learners who pass Higher ESOL can progress to Higher English in S6, if this is a necessary qualification 

for progression after school. 
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Nat 5 and Higher 

Entry 

National 4/5 Fashion and Textile Technology or other relevant units.  
 

Units of the Course 
Textile Technologies 
Fashion Item 
Development Fashion 
and Textile Choices 

 
Course Content 
Develop an understanding of how the fashion industry operates and of the effects of, and influences on, 
consumer fashion/textile choices. This may include economic, ethical, environmental, cultural, social or 
other relevant issues. 

 
The aims of the Course are to: 

 

- apply knowledge and understanding of technological processes and skills in the production of 
fashion/textile items from design ideas to completed items 

- analyse and apply understanding of textile properties and characteristics 

- investigate issues which influence the fashion/textile industry and consumers 

- demonstrate a range of textile construction techniques to make fashion/textile items 

- independently and safely select and use tools and equipment 
 

Assessment 

Question Paper 

Written Assignment 
Practical Assignment - planning, making and presenting a completed fashion/textile item to meet a 
given brief 

 

 
Progression 
Art and Design National 4, 5 or Higher 
Other SQA units in Fashion and Textiles in FE 
School of Textiles and Design, Heriot Watt University, and other Fashion and Textile degree courses 

 
 

Careers 

Textiles and Design Manufacturing, Retail, Design and Marketing 
Fashion, Interior design, Retail industry, Theatre and costume design, Teaching. 
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National 3, 4 and 5 

Entry 
 

National 4 in Geography or any relevant subject for progression to 
National 5. 

 

Do you like learning about the environment, about people 
and their societies, economies and cultures? 

Geography is a hugely relevant subject in our ever-changing world. It opens up the physical environment 
around you and the ways in which people interact with their environment. The study of Geography develops 
a sense of responsible citizenship. If you choose this course you will develop a knowledge and understanding 
of current events from the local area to the global. It will provide you with a range of skills such as map reading, 
data collection, ICT and problem solving. The course develops active learning including fieldwork. You will 
develop skills which are transferable to other areas of study, encouraging enterprise and employability. 

 

What will I learn? 

Geography: Physical Environments 
Learners will study a selection of landscape types within Scotland and the UK: glaciated landscapes, upland 
limestone and coastal landscapes. 

 

Geography: Human Environments 
Learners will study and compare developed and developing countries. Key topics will include world 
population and issues in changing urban and rural landscapes. 

 

Geography: Global Issues 
Learners will study major global issues: climate change, environmental hazards, trade and globalisation and 
development and health. 

 
Progression and Careers 

Students can progress to National 4, 5 or Higher level courses in Geography, or to courses in Environmental 
Science. 

 

A Geography qualification is of immediate relevance to many careers, including Planning, Surveying and Map 
Making, Architecture, Education and Transportation. It is a subject which combines and integrates well with a 
wide range of other study areas, and this can be clearly seen in the courses and options available at 
Universities and Further Education Colleges. 

 

Assessment 

National 3 and 4 are internally assessed. National 5 has an external assessment. 
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Higher 

Entry 

• National 5 Geography A or B. 

• National 5 or Higher course in another social subject or their 

units. 

 

Content 
The purpose of the course is to help students to understand the reality of the world around them. It aims to 
develop a range of cognitive and practical skills. The course encourages active learning, including fieldwork, 
in the process of developing and understanding geographical issues. 
By understanding this course, learners will develop a wide range of important and transferable skills, 
including using, interpreting, evaluating and analysing a wide range of geographical information; interpreting 
and explaining complex geographical phenomena; using a wide range of maps and other data to process and 
communicate complex geographical information; and researching skills, including fieldwork. 
Learners will develop an awareness of a range of geographical information systems through ICT or 
alternative means. 

 
 

This course has three mandatory units; 

• Physical Environments (Key topics include: atmosphere, hydrosphere, lithosphere and biosphere). 

• Human Environments (Key topics include: population, rural land degradation and management, 
urban change and management). 

• Global Issues (Key topics include: river basin management, development and health, global climate 
change, trade, aid and geopolitics, energy). 

 
 

Assessment 
Exam Paper 1: Physical and Human Environments 
Exam Paper 2: Global Issues and Geographical Skills 

 

The course assessment is graded A-D. The grade is determined on the basis of all course assessments 
together. To gain the course award the candidate must pass all the units as well as the Course assessment. 

 
 

Progression 
From the achievement of a Higher course, the student may be able to progress to Geography Advanced 
Higher. On leaving school, the broad and flexible training which Geography provides, and the spatial 
awareness which is part of its teaching, make a Geography qualification both highly regarded and much 
sought after. Because the subject is not narrowly focused, the range of career opportunities is almost 
limitless, ranging from planning, research and education to cartography, oceanography, conservation and 
recreation. 
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GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 
National 5 & Higher 

Entry Requirements 
Interest in a Graphic Design / Engineering or CAD 

National 5: N5 English and Maths preferred 

Higher: Pass at N5 Graphic Communication and teacher recommendation 
 

Content 

Pupils build upon the various methods of graphic communication they have encountered in the lower 
school, deepening their knowledge and skills. 
They also encounter several new techniques, manual and computer based. 

Elements covered include: 
• Freehand sketching; including orthographic, isometric and perspective. 

• Technical drawing using manual and computer (CAD) methods, including architectural plans and 
design for manufacture. 

• Illustrations & Design including, product advertisements and promotional graphics – using both 
manual and computer techniques; 

• Familiarisation with international drawing standards; 

• Learning to read drawings and diagrams and making use of the information retrieved. 

Both courses have the following units which must be completed: 

• 2D Graphic Communication 

• 3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication 

The difference between the National 5 and Higher is the depth of knowledge expected and the standard of 
work. 

 

Assessment 

To gain a National 5, learners must pass the course assessment. 

The course assessment consists of an assignment (folio) of 8 hours, and a question paper of 2 hours. Grades 

of A to D will be awarded. 

To gain a Higher, learners must pass course assessment. 

The course assessment consists of an assignment (folio) of 8 hours, and a question paper lasting 2.5 hours. 

Grades of A to D will be awarded. 

Progression 

Learners who undertake Graphic Communication at National 5 level would be expected to progress on to a 
Higher. Learners who undertake Graphic Communication at Higher level would be expected to progress on 
to an Advanced Higher. 

Careers 
Graphic Communication is useful to those pupils who are interested in careers in a variety of fields from 
engineering to publishing, including architecture, surveying, CAD Technician, design, manufacture, and 
marketing. Pupils will be encouraged to develop their ability to communicate ideas and information visually. 
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HEALTH AND FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
National 5 and Higher 

 
Entry 
National 5 Health and Food Technology Course or relevant component units:- 
Literacy Unit (National 5) 
Numeracy Unit (National 5) 

 
Units of the Course 

 

Food for Health 
Contemporary Food Issues 
Food Product Development 

 
 

Course Content 
This course addresses contemporary issues affecting food and nutrition, including ethical and moral 
considerations, sustainability of sources, food production and development, and their effects on consumer 
choices. 

 

Aims of the course are to: 

- analyse the relationships between health, nutrition and food 

- develop and apply understanding and skills related to the functional properties of food 

- investigate contemporary issues affecting food and consumer choice 

- use research, management and technological skills to plan, make and evaluate food products to a 
range of dietary and lifestyle needs 

- prepare food using safe and hygienic practices to meet specific needs 

The course uses an experiential, practical and problem-solving learning approach to develop knowledge, 
understanding and skills, and promotes independence in learning. 
The course uses real-life situations and, where appropriate, takes account of local, cultural and media 
influences and technological innovations. 

 

Assessment 
Added value Unit - focuses on application and challenge 
Practical Assignment - Develop a product(s) to meet a given brief 
Final exam 
The question paper assesses knowledge and understanding from across the units 

 

Progression 
Advanced Higher Health and Food Technology 

 

Careers - Food Technologist, Dietician, Nurse, Teacher, Hotel and Catering Industry, Personnel and 
Management, Sports Nutrition



HOSPITALITY: PRACTICAL COOKERY 
National 5 
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Entry 
National 4 Hospitality 
National 4 Health and Food Technology or other relevant courses at National 4 

 
 

Units of the Course 
Other qualifications in Hospitality or related areas 
Further study, employment or training 

 
 
 

Course Content 

- Food preparation techniques and cookery processes in the preparation of dishes 

- Importance of food safety and hygiene and working safely and hygienically 

- Select, weigh, measure and use appropriate ingredients to prepare and garnish or decorate dishes 

- Importance of sourcing sustainable ingredients 

- Current dietary advice relating to the use of ingredients 

- Follow recipes in the preparation of dishes and carrying out an evaluation of the product 

- Plan, cost, and organise and time management skills in relation to practical cookery 

 
Assessment: 

 
Question Paper: 25 Scaled marks – Externally marked 
Assignment: 13 Scaled marks – Externally marked 

Practical activity: 62 Scaled marks – Preparing three course meal for four people 
 
 

Progression 
Other SQA units/courses in Hospitality in FE 

 
 

Careers 
Employment in the Food, Hotel and Catering industry 
Personnel and management 



HOSPITALITY: PRACTICAL CAKE CRAFT 
National 5 
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What will I Learn? 
 

This is a practical and theory-based course, where cakes will be designed, planned, made and decorated, 
using specialist skills. It is very relevant to the world of work. Learners develop a range of artistic techniques, 
covering aspects of design, such as shape, colour, texture, balance and precision. Individualised cakes and 
other baked items will be made creatively, following a design brief. 

 
 

The course enables pupils to:- 
- develop technical skills in cake baking 
- develop technical and creative skills in cake finishing 
- work safely and hygienically 
- develop knowledge and understanding of cake design and follow trends in cake production 
- acquire and use organisational skills in managing time and resources 

 
Units of the course are:- 
Cake Baking 
Cake Finishing 

 
Assessment 
Question paper: 25 Scaled marks – Externally marked 
Assignment: 22 Scaled marks – Externally marked 
Practical Activity: 53 Scaled marks 

 

Progression 
Hospitality courses or Units at SCQF level 6 
Employment in the Food Industry 

 

Careers 
Baking and Hospitality 

 
Recommended entry 
National 4/5 Hospitality: Practical Cookery 
National 4/5 Health and Food Technology 
National 4/5 Art and Design 

 

Cost 
The cost of materials for this course can be expensive, and pupils taking this course are required to pay for 
the cost of foodstuffs used. 
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Higher 
 

Entry requirements 

Grade A or B in National 5 History is required for entry into Higher History. For those in S6, an A or B in Higher English is also 
acceptable.  

What will I learn? 

The aim of this course is to provide breadth and depth in your knowledge and understanding of historical themes through a 

study of chosen period contexts. It is also intended to enable you to develop skills in explaining historical developments and 

events, evaluating sources and drawing conclusions.  

There are two papers in the Higher History Exam. Paper One is essay writing and Paper Two is source interpretation. The 

topics for each are below: 

Paper One (British and US History) 
• Britain, 1851–1951 

Development of the United Kingdom into a modern democracy and the 
development of the role of the state in the welfare of its citizens. Themes: 
authority, ideology and rights. Essays include the examination of reasons why 
women gained the vote in Britain in 1918, reasons why the Liberal government 
introduced social welfare reforms, 1906-1914 and the effectiveness of those 
reforms. 
 

• USA, 1918–1968 
Growing tensions in American society, focusing on racial divisions, economic difficulties, the growth of federal powers and the 
struggle for civil rights. Themes: ideology, identity and rights. Essays include an evaluation of the reasons for changing 
attitudes towards immigration in the 1920s, an evaluation of the obstacles to achievement of civil rights for black Americans 
up to 1941 and the effectiveness of the civil rights movement in meeting the needs of black Americans up to 1968. 
 

Paper Two (Scottish History) 
• Migration and empire, 1830–1939 

Population movement and social and economic change in Scotland and abroad 
between 1830 and 1939. Themes: empire, migration and identity. Source 
questions will require candidates to interpret information concerning the reasons 
for Scottish emigration, the experience of immigrants in Scotland, the effects of 
migration and empire on Scotland and the impact of Scots emigrants on the 
empire. 

Assessment 

The examinations and unit outcomes will consist of:  
(a) Essays  

(b) Sources  

There are 2 exam papers for Higher History: - Paper 1 essays 1.30 

- Paper 2 source 1.30 
 
There is also an “Extended Essay” which is called the Assignment. This is prepared in class, written under exam conditions and 
then externally marked. 
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Progression 

Advanced Higher History. 

Higher History has practical benefits as a preparation for university work in History, Law, Politics, Economics, Philosophy, 
Literature, or any of the Social Sciences. It develops the ability to handle factual material in ever increasing quantity and 
sophistication, the ability to read critically and efficiently, and the ability to present, in a fluent essay, a logical argument 
supported by perceptive reasoning and detailed evidence. Students will also learn to think critically about opinions, 
interpretations and evidence. The emphasis is on essay-writing skills and on the evaluation of printed sources. 

 

Advanced Higher 
Entry 
B pass at Higher level. 
 
Content 
 

Soviet Russia, 1917-1953 

In 1917, two revolutions swept through Russia, ending centuries of Imperial rule and setting in motion 
political and social changes that would lead to the formation of the Soviet Union. The Advanced Higher 
Course charts the story of Russia from Autocracy to Stalinist Dictatorship. 
Advanced Higher History provides excellent preparation for Higher Education. The aims of the Advanced 
Higher History Course are to develop and enhance important skills. These skills include: 
 

➢ critical analysis of historical research, including evaluating primary and other evidence 

➢ participating in debate and discussion, through which attitudes of open-mindedness 

and tolerance are fostered 

➢ organising and analysing lines of argument 

➢ presenting conclusions in a clear way, while reflecting the complexity of the issue under 

consideration 

 

Course Assessment 
An exam worth 90 marks 
A dissertation worth 50 marks (35% of mark) 
One NAB 
 

EXAM 

Part 1 (50 marks) 2 essays from a choice of 5. Each question is worth 25 marks. Part 2 
(40 marks). 
 

There will be a set of four sources, mixture of primary and secondary, 3 questions to answer worth 12, 12 
and 16 marks; the 16-mark question will relate to two sources. 
 
 

DISSERTATION 

Choose question from a list approved by the SQA. Research in class and at home. Majority of work is done at 
home. Not done under exam conditions, sent away to be marked. Very strict 4000-word limit. 
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NPA Jewellery Basic Techniques 1 & 2 
SCQF Level 5 

 

Who is this course for? 
This course is aimed at students who are keen in developing their practical skills in the workshop to create 
intricate jewellery pieces. It is suited to pupils who plan to build a portfolio for art college or aim to go into a 
practical or creative industry. This course is very practical and will be based in a workshop and you will get the 
opportunity to manufacture a range of jewellery items using a variety of metals. You will also develop your 
design skills and create jewellery pieces that meet a client brief. Pupils who take this course should be able to 
work very accurately within small tolerances and therefore must have a good attention to detail and be 
resilient. 
Content: There are 6 course units over the two courses: 

• Manufacturing Techniques: An Introduction 

• Marking Out 
• Piercing 

• Soldering 

• Working with Wire 

• Polishing 

 
Deadlines 
You will need to complete a range of design tasks and practical pieces to complete each unit. Deadlines will 
be set each term. 

 
Progression 
The skills learned in NPA Jewellery will aid candidates to pursue further education in: Jewellery, Art and 
Design, Interior Design, Fashion, Metalsmithing, Product Design and many other areas that have a practical 
or design focus 
What will you do? 

• Learn how to use the tools and equipment required in the jewellery workshop. 

• Develop skills in designing jewellery items to meet a client brief 

• Develop skills in marking out and cutting sheet metal and metal bar 

• Create a range of 2D and 3D jewellery pieces 

• Finish jewellery to industry standards 

 
NPA Jewellery: Basic Techniques 1 & 2 SCQF level 5 is suitable for candidates who: 
• Have experience in a Design and Technology or Art and Design subject 

• Want to develop their practical skills in the workshop 

• Want to explore and develop their skills in designing jewellery pieces 

• Want to pursue a practical or creative career 
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LEAPS Transition to University SQCF level 7 
 

This may be for you if you are first in your family to go to University. It is an online course with some 
sessions delivered face to face at Edinburgh University. Assessments will be a combination of individual 

assignments and group tasks, to be completed to set deadlines at key points in the programme, and 
will include both formative and summative pieces. They will all enable pupils to practice and reflect 
on a range of skills gained as they progress through the course, with opportunities to receive and 
build on feedback throughout. 
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National Progression Award (Level 5) 

Entry 
Students must have attained a pass at National 4 Mathematics and have 
performed to a satisfactory in the extended tests and Added Value Unit. 

 

Content 
This course builds on the previous learning of National 4. The course will extend the knowledge of the pupils 
in more complex areas such as trigonometry, vectors, algebra and statistical analysis. 

 

The award consists of thre units which cover aspects of Numeracy, Algebra, Relationships and Expressions & 
Formulae from the SQA National 5 Mathematics course. All units involve a unit assessment in which the pupils 
must pass each individual assessment standard in a maximum of two attempts. Ownership of a suitable 
scientific calculator is vital for this course. The Mathematics faculty sells CASIO fx-83GT calculators for £10.00. 

 

Pupils can expect to be regularly asked to revise course notes, finish off questions between lessons as well as 
receiving a regular formal hand in homework exercise. 

 

Unit 1 – Numeracy 5 
This unit will involve the study of Compound Interest, Percentages, Probability, Data Analysis, Ratio and 
Fractions. 

 

Unit 2 – Mathematics for Science 1 
This unit will involve the study of Standard Deviation, Expanding & Factorising, Indices, Algebraic Fractions, 
Line of Best Fit and Change the Subject of a Formula. 

 

Unit 3 – Mathematics for Science 2 
This unit will involve the study of Scientific Notation, Further Percentages, Evaluating Expressions, Evaluating 
Formulae and Converting between Units. 

 
 

Homework 
Homework is given on a daily basis to reinforce and extend class work. 
Formal homework is given at least every two weeks. 

 

Progression: Students may progress to National 5 Mathematics or exit to higher or further education. 
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National 5 

Entry 
Students must have attained a pass at National 4 Mathematics and have 
performed to a satisfactory in the extended tests and Added Value Unit. 

 

Content 
This course builds on the previous learning of National 4. The course will extend the knowledge of the pupils 
in more complex areas such as trigonometry, vectors, algebra and statistical analysis. 

 

The course consists of four units which cover Applications, Relationships and Expressions & Formulae from 
the SQA National 5 Mathematics course. All units involve a unit assessment in which the pupils must pass each 
individual assessment standard in a maximum of two attempts. A course assessment that is comparable to 
SQA exam standard will follow directly afterwards. They must be revised for thoroughly and be taken 
extremely seriously. Ownership of a suitable scientific calculator is vital for this course. The Mathematics 
faculty sells CASIO fx-83GT calculators for £10.00. 

 

Pupils can expect to be regularly asked to revise course notes, finish off questions from their home study 
booklets between lessons as well as receiving a regular formal hand in homework exercise. 

 

Unit 1 
This unit will involve the study of Percentages, Compound Interest, Fractions, 3D Pythagoras, Similarity and 
Algebraic Fractions. 

 

Unit 2 
This unit will involve the study of Expanding & Factorising, Completing the Square, Sine & Cosine Rules, Area 
of a Triangle, Equation of a Straight Line, Solving Equations, Simultaneous Equations and Change the Subject 
of a Formula. 

 

Unit 3 
This unit will involve the study of Mean Median & Mode, Quartiles, Boxplots, Standard Deviation, Line of Best 
Fit, Vectors, Algebraic Fractions, Surds and Indices. 

 

Unit 4 
This unit will involve the study of Graphs of Quadratic Functions, Quadratic Equations and Trig Equations. 

 

The final course assessment will consist of two examinations: 
Paper 1 will last for 1 hour 15 minutes and a calculator is not permitted in this exam. 
Paper 2 will last for 1 hour 50 minutes and a calculator is permitted in this exam. 

 

Homework 
Homework is given on a daily basis to reinforce and extend class work. 
Formal homework is given at least every two weeks. 

 

Progression: Students may progress to Mathematics Higher or exit to higher or further education. 
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Higher 

Entry 
Students must have attained an A or B pass at National 5 Mathematics. 

 

Content 
The course consists of 3 units of work. All units must be achieved if an overall grade is to be awarded. 

 

Unit 1 
This unit will involve the study of Recurrence Relations, Gradient, Straight Line, Functions, Related Graphs, 
Trigonometry and 3D Vectors. 

 
Unit 2 
This unit will involve the study of Differentiation, Polynomials, Quadratic Theory, Addition Formulae in 
Trigonometry, Circles, Tangency and The Wave Function. 

 

Unit 3 
This unit will involve the study of Integration, Further Differentiation & Integration, Solving Trigonometric 
Equations, Optimisation, Exponential Functions and Logarithms. 

 

The final course assessment will consist of two examinations: 
Paper 1 will last for 1 hour 30 minutes and a calculator is not permitted in this exam. 
Paper 2 will last for 1 hour 45 minutes and a calculator is permitted in this exam. 

 
Homework 
Homework is given on a daily basis to reinforce and extend class work. Formal homework is given at least 
every two weeks. The course is assessed by end of unit tests and two final exam papers, the first, at 70 minutes 
is a non-calculator paper, the second at 90 minutes, allows the use of calculators. 

 

Progression 
Students may progress to Mathematics CfE Advanced Higher or exit to higher or further education. 

 
Want to improve the world we live in, get a great job and earn an above average salary? 
In a recent government study it was found that there is an increase in demand for students with STEM 
qualifications (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

 
As a result, students with STEM qualifications can expect to have a wider choice of careers and expect to 
earn more than non-STEM subjects. 
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MATHEMATICS 
Advanced Higher 

 
Entry 
Students must have attained an A or B pass at Higher Mathematics. 

 

Content 
The course consists of 3 units of work. All units must be achieved if an overall grade is to be awarded. 

 
Unit 1 
This unit will involve the study of Binomial Theorem, Basic Complex Numbers, Partial Fractions, 
Differentiation, Functions & Curve Sketching, Gaussian Elimination and Matrices. 

 
Unit 2 
This unit will involve the study of Integration, Equations of Motion, Volumes of Revolution, Polar Form of 
Complex Numbers, Sequences & Series, The Euclidean Algorithm and Number Bases. 

 

Unit 3 
This unit will involve the study of Vectors, Differential Equations, Number Theory and Proof. 

 
The final course assessment will consist of two examinations: 
Paper 1 will last for 1 hour and a calculator is not permitted in this exam. 
Paper 2 will last for 2 hours 30 minutes and a calculator is permitted in this exam. 

 

Homework 
Homework is given on a daily basis to reinforce and extend class work. Students will be expected to use their 
initiative in furthering their knowledge of the field of Mathematics in areas not covered by the course. Formal 
homework is given every 2 weeks. The course is assessed by the end of unit tests and a final exam. 

 

Progression 
Students may progress to undergraduate BSc courses with a Mathematical content and be comfortable with 
the level of Mathematics required for the degree course. 

 
 

Want to improve the world we live in, get a great job and earn an above average salary? 
In a recent government study it was found that there is an increase in demand for students with STEM 
qualifications (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

 
As a result, students with STEM qualifications can expect to have a wider choice of careers and expect to 
earn more than non-STEM subjects. 
to earn more than non-STEM subjects. 
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National 5 and Higher 
Entry 
Prospective students should: 

• Have a genuine interest in the media, especially in the fields of film, 
television, print, advertising, publishing, popular culture and popular music. 

• Enjoy analysis, writing, research and discussion. 

• Have strong writing and research skills, imagination, determination and the ability to work in a group. 

For National 5 

• Students must be working towards National 5 English and/or have completed National 4 Media. 

For Higher 

• Students must hold National 5 English at B or above, or National 5 Media Studies at level B or above. 

Content 

Media Analysis 
Students will study a range of media texts, examining key aspects such as genre, tone, language, audience, 
representations, institutions and the role of media. 

 
Media Creation 
Students will work alone or in pairs to plan, research, create and evaluate their own media product (perhaps 
a film, advert or music video). 

Assessment 

For National 5 

• Exam: 2 hour written paper on Media Analysis 

o Worth 50% of total grade 
• Assignment: 2000-word essay on Media Creation 

o Written over the course of the year; submitted in March 
o Worth 50% of total grade 

 

For Higher 

• Exam: 2 written papers, totalling 3 hours 30 minutes, on Media Analysis 

o Worth 50% of total grade 

• Assignment: 6000-word essay on Media Creation 

o Written over the course of the year; submitted in March/April 
o Worth 50% of total grade 

 

Progression 
Media is recognised by further education colleges and universities offering diplomas and degrees in mass 
communication. If you are considering media-related further education or a media career, and wish to develop 
your communication skills to a high level, Media at National 5 or Higher is an excellent qualification to attain. 
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AT A GLANCE 
Why Study a Modern Language? 

• Modern Languages are essential for the world of work. 

Employers look for people who have some knowledge 

of a language. Recently the Scottish Government 

highlighted that businesses have a shortage of people 

who can speak another language and that this skill will 

make students more employable now and in future. 

• Having a language on your CV can help you not only 
get a job in the first place, but can put you ahead of 
other candidates in terms of promotions. 

• People who speak another language tend to earn more 

than those who don’t. 

• Let’s think about the idea that everyone in the world speaks English – so it’s perhaps a given, let’s 
accept it. That being said then, surely it makes sense to put yourself ahead by having an extra skill 
that others in the UK don’t have? 

• In most European countries it is normal to learn 2 languages until you leave school. Bearing in mind 

the fact that people can work anywhere in Europe, you do not want to be left behind. 

• Knowing and using any foreign language whatsoever is like a gym workout for your brain – it keeps 
your mind active and healthy for a long, long time. 

What languages do we offer? 
 

French  N5 Higher AH 
Italian N4 N5 Higher AH (bilingual programme only) 

Mandarin N4 N5 Higher AH 

Spanish  N5 Higher AH 

ML for Life and Work Award 
SCQF 

Level 4 
SCQF Level 

5 

  

Scottish Baccalaureate Languages SCQF Level 7 

Polish for native speakers GCSE Polish – after school classes 

Arabic for native speakers GCSE Arabic – after school classes 

British Sign Language SQA award 

Careers and further education 

Students can use their language(s) in a variety of careers. It is possible to study a language with almost any 
other subject at college or university. For example: 

• Language + Maths 

• Language + History 

• Language + Science 

• Language + Engineering 

A language will be a valuable skill in any line of work – hairdresser, mechanic, shop assistant, doctor, 

teacher, scientist…………….. 
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MODERN LANGUAGES - FRENCH 

National 5 

A pass at National 4 is the minimum entry requirement for students who have studied the 
language in S4. 
This course can also be taken as a beginner language. 

Topics studied at National 5 include: 

 

Society Family and Friends 
Free time 
Health, healthy choices 
Media, cinema, TV, Technology, music 
Citizenship, rights and responsibilities, the environment 

 

Learning School education, opinions about school, responsibilities, preparing 
for exams 
Finding out about school in France, Spain, China 

 
Employability Future plan and jobs, work experience, CVs, ambitions 

 

Culture Planning a trip 
Important festivals and celebrations in France 
Literature e.g. poems, songs, stories 

 
 

Students will be given choice within the 4 broad themes. The skills of talking, listening, writing and listening 
are assessed across two units of study: Understanding Language and Using Language. 

 

National 5 candidates will have an exam at the end of their course where their skills of reading, writing and 
listening are assessed. They will also have an assignment in November and a speaking exam in March. 

 
Progression 

 

In S6 students may progress to Higher language courses. 
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Higher French 
A pass at National 5 (preferably at grade A or B) will be the  minimum  entry  
requirement.  This  course  can  also  be  taken  as  a   beginner  language. In this case 
students should have a pass at National 5 in another language. Where a student has not 
studied a language in S4, entry would be at the discretion of the Modern Languages 
Faculty. 

 
Topics studied at Higher include: 

 
 

Society Family, friends, marriage, gang culture, social influences 
Lifestyle and health 
Global languages 
Citizenship, democracy, politics 
Media and technology 

 
Learning Self as learner, further education, university study, summer jobs, 

gap year, equality in the workplace 
 

Employability Job opportunities, preparing for interviews 
 

Culture Travel, working abroad 
Living in a multicultural society, prejudice, racism 
Traditions and beliefs 
Literature – analysis and evaluation 
Film and television 

 

Students will be given choice within the 4 broad themes. The skills of talking, listening, writing and listening 
are assessed across two units of study: Understanding Language and Using Language. 

 
Higher candidates will have an exam at the end of their course where their skills of reading, writing and 
listening are assessed. They will also have an assignment in November and a speaking exam in March. 

 

Progression 
 

In S6 students may progress to Advanced Higher language courses, Further or Higher Education courses, 
including HNC or degree courses. 

 
Students who changed from French to Spanish at the beginning of S3 will be able to choose French in S5. To 
study Higher we would ask for an A or B at National 5 Spanish. 
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Advanced Higher French 
 

Entry 
An A or B at Higher French will be the minimum entrance requirement for Advanced 
Higher. 

 
 

Content 
 

The aim of this course is to offer progressive development in the five skill areas of speaking, listening, reading, 
writing and translation within a widening range of contexts and language purposes. It also aims to offer a more 
advanced study of literary texts. 

 
 

Topics studied at Advanced Higher include: 
 
 

Society Relationships, lifestyle choices, impact of the digital age, globalisation, 
human rights 

 
Learning Learning styles, higher education, future choices, lifelong learning 

 

Employability Career plans, gap year, equality in the work place, voluntary work, 
the importance of languages in career plans 

 

Culture Travel, multiculturalism, customs and beliefs, film and television, literature 
 
 

Students will be given choice within these 4 broad themes. The skills of talking, listening, writing, reading and 
translation are assessed. 

 

Candidates will also prepare a Portfolio on literary/media texts they have studied. This is one piece of 
writing of 1200-1500 words in English based on the literature/media texts studied. 

 

Advanced Higher candidates will have an exam at the end of their course where their skills of reading, writing, 
listening and translation are assessed. They will also have a speaking exam with a visiting examiner in March. 

 
Progression 
Successful students may proceed to Higher Education degree courses. 
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MODERN LANGUAGES - ITALIAN 
National 4 

Entry 
 

This course is designed for pupils who are interested in learning an additional foreign language. Pupils  should 
be enthusiastic, willing to learn, and should have achieved a pass at National 4 or 5 in another language in S4. 

 
Topics studied at National 4 include: 

 
Society Family and Friends 

Free time 
Media, cinema, TV, ICT, music 
Citizenship, rights and responsibilities 

 

Learning School education, opinions about school 
Finding out about school in France, Spain, China 

 
Employability Future plan and jobs, work experience, CVs, ambitions 

 

Culture Planning a trip 
Important festivals and celebrations in Italy 
Literature e.g. poems, songs, stories 

 

Students will be given choice within the 4 broad themes. The skills of talking, listening, writing and listening 
are assessed across two units of study: Understanding Language and Using Language. 

 
At National 4 students will do a project (Added Value Unit). They will be able to choose a topic of interest. 
Students research their chosen topic, read and understand texts, deliver a presentation and answer 
questions on their chosen topic. 

 

Progression 
 

S5 students may progress to National 5 Italian in S6. 
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National 5 
 

Entry 
 

This course is designed for pupils who are interested in learning an additional foreign language.  Pupils should 
be enthusiastic, willing to learn, and should have achieved a pass at national 5 in another language in S4. 

 
Topics studied at National 5 include: 

 
Society Family and Friends 

Free time 

Health, healthy choices 
Media, cinema, TV, Technology, music 
Citizenship, rights and responsibilities, the environment 

 

Learning School education, opinions about school, responsibilities, preparing for exams 
Finding out about school in France, Spain, China 

 

Employability Future plan and jobs, work experience, CVs, ambitions 
 

Culture Planning a trip 
Important festivals and celebrations in Italy 
Literature e.g. poems, songs, stories 

 
Students will be given choice within the 4 broad themes. The skills of talking, listening, writing and listening 
are assessed across two units of study: Understanding Language and Using Language. 

 

National 5 candidates will have an exam at the end of their course where their skills of reading, writing and 
listening are assessed. They will also have an assignment in November and a speaking exam in March. 

 

Progression 
 

S5 students may progress to Higher Italian in S6. This may be at Broughton or through Open Learning at 
Edinburgh College or an Open University Module. 
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National 4, 5 
Entry 
These courses are suitable for students who have studied Mandarin in S3 and S4. 
Although it may be possible for beginners to choose Mandarin through the City of 
Edinburgh Hub. 

This course is also suitable for pupils who are interested in learning a new foreign language. Pupils should be 
enthusiastic, willing to learn, and should have achieved a National 5 pass in French or Spanish. 

Topics studied at National 4 include: 

Society Family and Friends 
Free time 
Media, cinema, TV, ICT, music 
Citizenship, rights and responsibilities 

Learning School education, opinions about school 
Finding out about school in France, Spain, China 

Employability Future plan and jobs, work experience, CVs, ambitions 

Culture Planning a trip 
Important festivals and celebrations in China 
Literature e.g. poems, songs, stories 

Students will be given choice within the 4 broad themes. The skills of talking, listening, writing and listening 
are assessed across two units of study:  Understanding Language and Using Language.  At National 4 
students will do a project (Added Value Unit). They will be able to choose a topic of interest. Students 
research their chosen topic, read and understand texts, deliver a presentation and answer questions on their 
chosen topic. 

Topics studied at National 5 include: 

Society Family and Friends 
Free time 
Health, healthy choices 
Media, cinema, TV, Technology, music 
Citizenship, rights and responsibilities, the environment 

Learning School education, opinions about school, responsibilities, preparing for exams 
Finding out about school in China 

Employability Future plan and jobs, work experience, CVs, ambitions 

Culture Planning a trip 
Important festivals and celebrations in China 
Literature e.g. poems, songs, stories 

Students will be given choice within the 4 broad themes. The skills of talking, listening, writing and listening are 
assessed across two units of study: Understanding Language and Using Language. National 5 candidates will have an 
exam at the end of their course where their skills of reading, writing and listening are assessed. They will also have an 
assignment in November and a speaking exam in March. 

Progression: Students may progress to National 5 or Higher Mandarin courses. 
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A pass at National 5 (preferably at grade A or B) will be the minimum entry requirement for students who 
have previously studied the language. 

 

For beginners we ask for an A or B in National 5 in another language. 
 
 

Topics studied at Higher include: 
 

Society Family, friends, marriage, gang culture, social influences 
Lifestyle and health 

Global languages 
Citizenship, democracy, politics 
Media and technology 

 
Learning Self as learner, further education, university study, summer jobs, gap year, 

equality in the workplace 
 

Employability Job opportunities, preparing for interviews 
 

Culture Travel, working abroad 
Living in a multicultural society, prejudice, racism 
Traditions and beliefs 
Literature – analysis and evaluation 
Film and television 

 
Students will be given choice within the 4 broad themes. The skills of talking, listening, writing and listening 
are assessed across two units of study: Understanding Language and Using Language. 

 
Higher candidates will have an exam at the end of their course where their skills of reading, writing and 
listening are assessed. They will also have an assignment in November and a speaking exam in March. 

 

Progression 
In S6 students may progress to Advanced Higher language courses, Further or Higher Education courses, 
including HNC or degree courses. 
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Advanced Higher Mandarin 
 

 

Entry 
An A or B at Higher Mandarin will be the minimum entrance requirement for Advanced Higher. 

 
 

Content 
 

The aim of this course is to offer progressive development in the five skill areas of speaking, listening, reading, 
writing and translation within a widening range of contexts and language purposes. It also aims to offer a more 
advanced study of literary texts. 

 
 

Topics studied at Advanced Higher include: 
 
 

Society Relationships, lifestyle choices, impact of the digital age, globalisation, human 
rights 

 
Learning Learning styles, higher education, future choices, lifelong learning 

 
Employability Career plans, gap year, equality in the work place, voluntary work, the 

importance of languages in career plans 
 

Culture Travel, multiculturalism, customs and beliefs, film and television, literature 
 
 

Students will be given choice within these 4 broad themes. The skills of talking, listening, writing, reading and 
translation are assessed. 

 

Candidates will also prepare a Portfolio on literary/media texts they have studied. This is one piece of 
writing of 1200-1500 words in English based on the literature/media texts studied. 

 
Advanced Higher candidates will have an exam at the end of their course where they skills of reading, writing, 
listening and translation are assessed. They will also have a speaking exam with a visiting examiner in March. 

 
Progression 
Successful students may proceed to Higher Education degree courses. 
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MODERN LANGUAGES - SPANISH 
National 5 

Entry 
 

A pass at National 4 is the minimum entry requirement for students who have previously studied Spanish. 

For beginners we ask for a National 5 pass in another language as minimum entry requirement. 

Topics studied at National 5 include: 
 
 

Society Family and Friends 
Free time 
Health, healthy choices 
Media, cinema, TV, Technology, music 
Citizenship, rights and responsibilities, the environment 

 
 

Learning School education, opinions about school, responsibilities, preparing for exams 
Finding out about school in France, Spain, China 

 
 

Employability Future plan and jobs, work experience, CVs, ambitions 
 
 

Culture Planning a trip 
Important festivals and celebrations in Spain 
Literature e.g. poems, songs, stories 

 
 

Students will be given choice within the 4 broad themes. The skills of talking, listening, writing and listening 
are assessed across two units of study: Understanding Language and Using Language. 

 
National 5 candidates will have an exam at the end of their course where their skills of reading, writing and 
listening are assessed. They will also have an assignment in November and a speaking exam in March. 

 
Progression 

 
In S6 students may progress to Higher language courses. 
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Higher Spanish 

A pass at National 5 (preferably at grade A or B) will be the minimum entry 
requirement for students who have previously studied the language. 

 
For beginners we ask for an A or B in National 5 in another language. 

 
 

Topics studied at Higher include: 
 

Society Family, friends, marriage, gang culture, social influences 
Lifestyle and health 
Global languages 
Citizenship, democracy, politics 
Media and technology 

 
 

Learning Self as learner, further education, university study, summer jobs, 
gap year, equality in the workplace 

 
 

Employability Job opportunities, preparing for interviews 
 
 

Culture Travel, working abroad 
Living in a multicultural society, prejudice, racism 
Traditions and beliefs 
Literature – analysis and evaluation 
Film and television 

 

Students will be given choice within the 4 broad themes. The skills of talking, listening, writing and listening 
are assessed across two units of study: Understanding Language and Using Language. 

 
Higher candidates will have an exam at the end of their course where their skills of reading, writing and 
listening are assessed. They will also have an assignment in November and a speaking exam in March. 

 
Progression 
In S6 students may progress to Advanced Higher language courses, Further or Higher Education courses, 
including HNC or degree courses. 
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Advanced Higher Spanish 
 

 

Entry 
An A or B at Higher Spanish will be the minimum entrance requirement for Advanced Higher. 

 
 

Content 
 

The aim of this course is to offer progressive development in the five skill areas of speaking, listening, reading, 
writing and translation within a widening range of contexts and language purposes. It also aims to offer a more 
advanced study of literary texts. 

 
 

Topics studied at Advanced Higher include: 
 
 

Society Relationships, lifestyle choices, impact of the digital age, globalisation, 
human rights 

 

Learning Learning styles, higher education, future choices, lifelong learning 
 

Employability Career plans, gap year, equality in the work place, voluntary work, 
the importance of languages in career plans 

 

Culture Travel, multiculturalism, customs and beliefs, film and television, literature 
 
 

Students will be given choice within these 4 broad themes. The skills of talking, listening, writing, reading and 
translation are assessed. 

 

Candidates will also prepare a Portfolio on literary/media texts they have studied. This is one piece of 
writing of 1200-1500 words in English based on the literature/media texts studied. 

 

Advanced Higher candidates will have an exam at the end of their course where they skills of reading, writing, 
listening and translation are assessed. They will also have a speaking exam with a visiting examiner in March. 

 
Progression 
Successful students may proceed to Higher Education degree courses. 
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Modern Languages for Life 
& Work Award level 5 

 
Entry 

 

This award would be suitable for students who studied a language at National 3 or 4 level in S4 or for students 
who were unable to study a language in S4. 
The course focuses on the place of Modern Languages within the world of work and will include a leadership 
project 

 

Why Study Languages? 
Despite leaving the European Union, Britain will continue to be in contact with partners and customers in 
Europe. People who can speak one or more European languages are in great demand. Many careers and 
Higher Education courses now require a qualification in a Modern Language. Many jobs require a basic 
knowledge of a foreign language. 

 
 

LANGUAGES FOR LIFE AND WORK 
This award is for students who want to combine their knowledge and understanding of Modern Languages 
with other skills for life and work such as employability skills. 

Comprising 3 units: 
 

1. Languages for Work Purposes 
2. Languages for Life 
3. Leadership 

 

As part of the course, students will study two languages: either French, Spanish or Italian. 
 
 

Business Project 
 
As part of the leadership unit, students may have the opportunity to complete a project with a local business e.g. 
In 2015-19 one class linked with the Balmoral Hotel. They spend a day there doing a series of workshops and having 
a tour of the hotel. In return the class produced a booklet for hotel guests in English (with some foreign language 
content) giving cultural information about China. Last year we undertook a similar project with the St James 
Quarter. 
 
In 2019-22, our S4 class created their own business called Helping Hand. We designed and created language 
themes t-shirts, mugs, notebooks and mouse mats. The small profit we made was given to the Social Bite charity. 
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British Sign Language – Level 5 
 
Have you already completed the SCQF BSL Levels 3 & 4 
Award?  Are you thinking about what can you do next?  Do 
you want to improve your skills and become even more 
confident in using your BSL within the wider community?  
  
If you are thinking YES, be excited, your signing world is 
about to get bigger! 
  

NEWS FLASH! 
  
For 2023-24, Broughton is delighted to announce that the SCQF BSL Level 5 Award will be included in your course 
options.  This is a fantastic opportunity to continue with your BSL and develop your skills to a community level.  In 
Level 5, (like in Level 4) there will be a BSL Language & Linguistics module and a BSL History & the Deaf Community 
module that follows on but raises the bar. 
  
The BSL doors are now wide open in Broughton.  Achieving the next BSL level will demonstrate your brilliant 
attitude towards inclusivity and will absolutely promote your language skills.  What a bright feather you will have in 
your cap, plus an amazing skill for life. 
  
  
The British Sign Language Award at SCQF level 5 has been designed to appeal to both hearing and deaf learners. 
This Award will help learners to develop their language skills and enable them to communicate with British Sign 
Language (BSL) users in various contexts. 
Learners will also develop their understanding of how sign languages work, and how they differ from spoken and 
written languages.  
  

This Award will help learners develop the following language competences: 
• receptive skills 
• productive skills 
• conversation skills 
• knowledge of sign linguistics 
• develop knowledge and understanding of the history and development of British Sign Language and the 

Deaf Community in Scotland and beyond. 
  
The Award in British Sign Language at SCQF level 5 consists of three mandatory units: 
  

• British Sign Language: Understanding Language and Linguistics 
• British Sign Language: Using Language in Context 
• British Sign Language: History and the Deaf Community 

  
Students choosing this award and completing it successfully can progress to the Level 6 Award or to further and 
higher education. 
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MODERN LANGUAGES 
The Scottish Languages Baccalaureate 

Levels offered – who is this course for? 
This course will be suitable for students who are interested in Modern Languages and likely to specialise in 
this area in Higher Education. Students must study three languages, one of which must be Higher English. Two 
subjects will be studied at Advanced Higher and one at Higher e.g. 

 
AH French AH French AH Spanish 
AH Spanish AH English AH English 
Higher English Higher Spanish Higher French 

 
It is possible to study Higher Spanish in S5 or S6 at Broughton never having studied it before. 
For bilingual students who have done Highers in Italian, German or ESOL, these courses are also acceptable. 

 
Course description including course outline – what will I learn? 

 

As well as your Advanced Higher and Higher courses, you will be required to complete an Interdisciplinary 
Project which will be graded A – C. This aims to develop your skills as an independent learner. You will be 
encouraged to draw on many areas of learning from across the curriculum to make connections between 
languages and the world in which you live, learn and work. This is a skills-based project which you will 
undertake in an area which interests you e.g. business, education, sport, tourism, film, literature. 

 
Assessment – how will I be assessed? 

Criteria for award of Pass 

Candidates who achieve at least Grade C in all components and who do not meet the criteria for Distinction 
will be awarded a Pass in the Scottish Languages Baccalaureate. 

 

Criteria for award of Distinction 
 

The Scottish Languages Baccalaureate with Distinction will be awarded to candidates who achieve: 
Grade A in one Advanced Higher eligible Course 
Grade A in any other component 
Grade B or above in all other components 

 
Progression – what can I do next? 

 
Progress to Higher Education. Specialise in languages. Progress to employment with much sought-after skills. 

 
Careers – What possible careers could this lead to? 

 

Civil service / translating / interpreting / business / teaching / travel industry / science and engineering and 
many others. 
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The Scottish Languages Baccalaureate Interdisciplinary Project 

Any S6 student wishing to retain a language element in their studies but who does not wish to study for the 
full Baccalaureate may choose the IP. This carries the same SCQF points as half an Advanced Higher. 

 

This option is an interesting and exciting way of developing your employability skills and preparing yourself 
for independent study at university. It is also a valuable addition to job, college and university applications. 

 
The project requires you to combine areas of learning across the curriculum, e.g. a language and drama / music 
/ science / maths / technology / sport / art / fashion. You will make connections between languages and the 
world in which you live, learn and work. This is a skills-based project which will be undertaken in an area which 
interests you. 

 

The project is graded A-C 
The Scottish Languages Baccalaureate with Distinction will be awarded to candidates who achieve: 

 

Grade A in one Advanced Higher eligible Course 
Grade A in any other component 
Grade B or above in all other components 

 

Progression – what can I do next? 
 

Progress to Higher Education. Specialise in languages. Progress to employment with much sought-after skills. 
 

Careers – What possible careers could this lead to? 
Civil service / translating / interpreting / business / teaching / travel industry / science and engineering and 
many others. 

 
The Scottish Languages Baccalaureate Interdisciplinary Project 

 

Any S6 student wishing to retain a language element in their studies but who does not wish to study for the 
full Baccalaureate may choose the IP. This carries the same SCQF points as half an Advanced Higher. 

 
This option is an interesting and exciting way of developing your employability skills and preparing yourself 
for independent study at university. It is also a valuable addition to job, college and university applications. 

 
The project requires you to combine areas of learning across the curriculum, e.g. a language and drama / music 
/ science / maths / technology / sport / art / fashion. You will make connections between languages and the 
world in which you live, learn and work. This is a skills-based project which will be undertaken in an area which 
interests you. 

 

The project is graded A-C. 
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MODERN STUDIES 
Higher 

 

The new CFE Higher Modern Studies course is split into three sections which are: 
 

1) Social Issues in the UK 

2) Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom 

3) International issues 

The Higher course is assessed by a combination of two exam papers and a coursework assignment: 
 

Paper 1 – 1h45. Essay based paper 
Paper 2 – 1h15. Skills based paper 

 

Course Content: 
 

1) Social Issues in the UK – Here students will study the issue of poverty in Scotland and the UK and 

government responses to tackle wealth inequalities. Then we move on to look at health inequalities 

and such issues as why Scotland has the reputation of being the ‘Sick man of Europe’. We also cover 

gender and racial inequalities. 

 

2) Democracy in Scotland and the UK - Here the students will look at how the UK is governed as well as 

how Scotland is governed. We also look at the relationship between the governments both before 

and post referendum on the independence of Scotland. 

 
3) International Issues – Here the students will look at how the United States of America is governed as 

well as issues that have a huge impact on America such as immigration and social and economic 

inequalities. Finally, the students will look at the USA as an international power covering such issues 

as international terrorism and the US’s relations with other powerful countries such as China. 
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Advanced Higher 

Study Theme: Comparative Politics and Research Methods 
 

This Study Theme will be based on a study of the following contexts, with reference to the UK (including 
Scotland) and to the USA: 

 

⬧ Context A: Political Parties 
▪ A comparison of the key elements of party systems and structure 

▪ A comparison of party ideology and the policy formation process 

▪ A comparison of parties’ handling of issues 

 
⬧ Context B: Electoral Systems 

▪ Electoral Systems: a comparison of their advantages and disadvantages 

▪ A comparison of the major influences on electoral behaviour: short and long term. 

Main theories. 

▪ Trends in recent elections 

 
⬧ Context C: Decision Making in Central and Devolved/State Government 

▪ A comparison of Executive power 

▪ A comparison of the checks placed on Executive power 

▪ A comparison of key issues and tensions in the decision-making process 

 
⬧ Context D: The Politics of Influence 

▪ A comparison of interest and pressure groups and their impact on the political process 

▪ A comparison of the mass media and their influence on the decision-making process 

▪ A comparison of the controls on interest and pressure groups and the mass media 

 
Research Methods 

 
In addition to the above mandatory content in relation to each context, candidates should examine case 
studies to illustrate the operation, advantages and disadvantages of political and social science research 
methods. 
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N4, N5, Higher and Advanced Higher 

Introduction 

Emphasis is placed on the study of music through practical activities which might 
include: 

 

• active participation in solo and group performing 

• listening to music from a wide range of genres, styles and cultures 

• creative expression through composing, improvising or arranging 

 
 

Through an integrated experience of the three musical activities of performing, understanding music and 
composing, students will acquire a knowledge and understanding of the subject, which contributes to 
personal development and enhances quality of life, while developing skills for further study and enjoyment of 
music. 

 
 

Performing is at the centre of the National Qualification Music Courses. Students who wish to concentrate on 
instrumental or vocal performance will opt for the Music: Performing Unit. 

 
 

Courses and Levels available: 
 

Music (Performing) at National 4 & National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher levels. 
Units and levels available: Performing on 2 Instruments - National 4, National 5, Higher 
and Advanced Higher. 

 

Music: Performing 

Students must prepare an instrumental programme on two instruments or one instrument and voice. The 
length and standard of performance programmes depend on the level of qualification. 

 
 

Level of 
Qualification 

Length of Performing Programme Minimum Standard 

National 4 8 minutes Grade 2 or above 

National 5 8 minutes Grade 3 or above 

Higher 12 minutes Grade 4 or above 

Advanced 
Higher 

18 minutes Grade 5 or above 

 
Candidates should be able to demonstrate the ability to perform a minimum of two sections of music of 
their selected instruments or one instrument and voice. 
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Music: Performing Unit on 1 Instrument or Voice 
Performing on One Instrument or Voice Units: In these units candidates will develop skills in solo instrumental or 
vocal performance. They will rehearse a varied programme of music, develop knowledge of their chosen 
instrument/voice and its repertoire, and present a musical performance. 

At all levels, there are three Outcomes: 
1. Carry out an effective practice routine. 
2. Describe music chosen for performance. 
3. Perform music in contrasting styles 

Outcome 1 
A record of work is maintained by the candidate. 
It includes: 

❖ A list of the pieces chosen for the performance programme 
❖ Details of the initial and future targets set 
❖ A summary of the candidate’s record of practice 
❖ A record of the candidate’s and assessor’s review comments 

Outcome 2 
The candidate provides a description in the form of a programme note for one of the pieces performed. 

Outcome 3 
The candidate will perform live a programme of pieces containing at least two contrasting pieces, at the chosen 
level. 

Candidates may be assessed on a piece by piece basis, as they are ready or alternatively their performance of the 
entire programme may be assessed in a single event, towards the end of the unit. 

To achieve a full course award, students must also undertake compulsory units in Composing and in Listening. 

Composing Unit 
The compositional requirements depend on the level of qualification and are assessed as pass or fail. 

 

Level of Qualification Requirements for Composing Unit 

National 4 
An audio recording of one composition, minimum of 1 minute and supported by a 
score or performance plan. 

National 5 
An audio recording of one composition, minimum of 1 minute 30 seconds and 
supported by a score or performance plan and programme note. 

Higher 
An audio recording of two contrasting compositions, minimum of 1 minute each, 
and both supported by a score or performance plan and a programme note. 

 

Advanced Higher 
An audio recording of two contrasting compositions, minimum of 1 minute 30 
seconds each, both supported by a score or performance plan and programme 
note. 

Listening Unit 

The Listening Unit provides opportunities to listen to a wide variety of music and develop awareness of an 
increasing range of musical and stylistic concepts. In this, as in other units of the course, students have the 
opportunity to develop musical literacy, demonstrating their ability to relate music heard to notated scores. 

Each student will sit a Listening Exam in May. This is worth 40% of the overall mark for their Music National 
Qualification. 

At Advanced Higher level, each student must produce a commentary of between 1500 and 2000 words. This must 
relate to the study and analysis of two or more works or movements which must have comparisons made between 
pieces of study and the student’s personal reflection. This must be completed by March. 
If appropriate a student can simply work towards achieving one or more of the units described. However, 
studying individual units only will not result in a course award. 
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MUSIC 
N4, N5, Higher and Advanced Higher 

Introduction 

Emphasis is placed on the study of music through practical activities which might include: 
 

• active participation in solo and group performing 

• listening to music from a wide range of genres, styles and cultures 

• creative expression through composing, improvising or arranging 

 
 

Through an integrated experience of the three musical activities of performing, understanding music and 
composing, students will acquire a knowledge and understanding of the subject, which contributes to 
personal development and enhances quality of life, while developing skills for further study and enjoyment of 
music. 

 
 

Performing is at the centre of the National Qualification Music Courses. Students who wish to concentrate on 
instrumental or vocal performance will opt for the Music: Performing Unit. 

 
 

Courses and Levels available: 
Music (Performing) at National 4 & National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher levels. 
Units and levels available: Performing on 2 Instruments - National 4, National 5, Higher and 
Advanced Higher. 

 

Music: Performing 

Students must prepare an instrumental programme on two instruments or one instrument and voice. The 
length and standard of performance programmes depend on the level of qualification. 

 
 

Level of 
Qualification 

Length of Performing Programme Minimum Standard 

National 4 8 minutes Grade 2 or above 

National 5 8 minutes Grade 3 or above 

Higher 12 minutes Grade 4 or above 

Advanced Higher 18 minutes Grade 5 or above 

 
Candidates should be able to demonstrate the ability to perform a minimum of two sections of music of 
their selected instruments or one instrument and voice. 
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Music: Performing Unit on 1 Instrument or Voice 
Performing on One Instrument or Voice Units: In these units candidates will develop skills in solo instrumental or 
vocal performance. They will rehearse a varied programme of music, develop knowledge of their chosen 
instrument/voice and its repertoire, and present a musical performance. 
At all levels, there are three Outcomes: 

1. Carry out an effective practice routine. 
2. Describe music chosen for performance. 
3. Perform music in contrasting styles 

Outcome 1 
A record of work is maintained by the candidate. 
It includes: 

❖ A list of the pieces chosen for the performance programme 
❖ Details of the initial and future targets set 
❖ A summary of the candidate’s record of practice 
❖ A record of the candidate’s and assessor’s review comments 

Outcome 2 
The candidate provides a description in the form of a programme note for one of the pieces performed. 

Outcome 3 
The candidate will perform live a programme of pieces containing at least two contrasting pieces, at the chosen 
level. 

Candidates may be assessed on a piece by piece basis, as they are ready or alternatively their performance of the 
entire programme may be assessed in a single event, towards the end of the unit. 

To achieve a full course award, students must also undertake compulsory units in Composing and in Listening 

Composing Unit 

The compositional requirements depend on the level of qualification and are assessed as pass or fail. 
 

Level of 
Qualification 

Requirements for Composing Unit 

National 4 
An audio recording of one composition, minimum of 1 minute and supported by a 
score or performance plan. 

National 5 
An audio recording of one composition, minimum of 1 minute 30 seconds and 
supported by a score or performance plan and programme note. 

Higher 
An audio recording of two contrasting compositions, minimum of 1 minute each, 
and both supported by a score or performance plan and a programme note. 

Advanced 
Higher 

An audio recording of two contrasting compositions, minimum of 1 minute 30 
seconds each, both supported by a score or performance plan and programme note. 

Listening Unit 

The Listening unit provides opportunities to listen to a wide variety of music and develop awareness of an 
increasing range of musical and stylistic concepts. In this, as in other units of the course, students have the 
opportunity to develop musical literacy, demonstrating their ability to relate music heard to notated scores. 

Each student will sit a Listening Exam in May. This is worth 40% of the overall mark for their Music National 
Qualification. 

At Advanced Higher level, each student must produce a commentary of between 1500 and 2000 words. This must 
relate to the study and analysis of two or more works or movements which must have comparisons made between 
pieces of study and the student’s personal reflection. This must be completed by March. 

If appropriate a student can simply work towards achieving one or more of the units described. However, 
studying individual units only will not result in a course award. 
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PHILOSOPHY 
Higher and National 5 

 
Philosophy Higher 

 

The term "philosophy" means "love of wisdom." In a broad sense, 
philosophy is an activity people undertake when they seek to understand fundamental truths about 
themselves, the world in which they live, and their relationships to the world and to each other. It helps us 
think critically. 

 

Those who study Philosophy are continually engaged in asking, answering, and arguing for answers to life’s 
most basic questions: What is reality? How can I claim to have knowledge when my senses are deceived? 

Does God exist? What is the purpose of life? 
 

Three units will be studied: 
 

1. Arguments in Action: how to recognise, construct, dissect and evaluate arguments. 
 

2. Knowledge and Doubt: the study of knowledge-can we ever claim to know anything? Looking at the 
various ways in which we can claim to have knowledge and how this is discussed in the writings of 
the famous French philosopher Rene Descartes and Hume’s Empiricism. 

 
3. Moral Philosophy: Two major philosophical theories are presented, Utilitarian and Kantian ethics, 

and these are used to demonstrate how people make moral decisions. Pupils will also analyse and 
evaluate the theories when applied to given situations or issues. 

 
 

Entry requirements 
Pupils should already have achieved or are working towards a Higher A/B in a social subject and/or English. 

 
 
 

Assessment 
Pupils will work towards a final exam with two question papers: 
Question paper 1 – 60 marks  2hrs  15 mins  for Higher 
Question paper 2 – 50 marks 1 hr 45 mins for Higher 
2hrs 20mins for N5 with an assignment worth 20 marks. 
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SCQF National Progression 
Award Level 4 & 5 

Entry requirements 
National 4 or 5 English, an interest in Photography, Art and Design and competency in using ICT. 

 

Course Outline 
The Level 4 course is very practical and will develop your interest in photography from your own starting 
point. At Level 5 the aim is to broaden your skills and experience. 

 
The course is made up of 4 units: Understanding Photography, Photographing People, Photographing Places 
and Working with Photographs. 

 

The aims of the course are: 

• To develop your understanding of photography in everyday use. 

• To develop understanding of basic camera techniques, camera operations, camera care and handling. 

• To develop understanding of exposure, lighting, composition. 
• To develop basic knowledge and understanding of practical skills when working with photographs; 

making adjustments and enhancement to images using editing software. 

• To develop understanding of how to create interesting/exciting images when photographing people 
and places. 

• To create a folio and exhibition work. 

• To provide understanding of current developments within photography. 
 

Core Skills 
Across both levels there are opportunities for you to develop skills in: 

• Communication and co-operative working with peers 

• Research, Planning and Organising 

• ICT 

• Problem Solving 

 
Assessment 
Each unit is individually assessed and you will be awarded an NPA qualification on completion of all four 
areas. 

 

Progression 
Photography at Higher, HNC/D and degree level. 

 

Careers 
There are a range of careers that photography would support: advertising, journalism including fashion and 
sport, production, design and freelance photographer. 
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Higher 

Entry 
Students should have National 5 English or equivalent and an interest in Photography or Art. 

Photography has an important place within the Creative Industries and the commercial and scientific 
community in Scotland. Employment opportunities in Photography continue in Scotland, but the required skill 
set has changed to reflect technological advances in the subject and the prevalence of digital photography, 
combined with the demands of employers for a technologically aware and flexible workforce. 

This course offers students the opportunities for hands-on skills development. It aims to: 

• Develop practical and creative skills 

• Develop knowledge, understanding and skills involved in photography 

• Develop planning, self-reflection and evaluation skills 

• Make a positive contribution to personal development 

Course content 

Photography: Image Making 
In this unit, learners will develop knowledge and understanding of basic camera techniques and controls. 
They will also investigate and analyse the factors which influence photographers and their work, producing a 
folio of written work and a set of images inspired by their chosen photographers. They will apply their 
knowledge of light and image formation when creating photographic images. They will use exposure times, 
composition and framing in creatively for photographic effect, organise their files and output their 
photographic images. 

 

Photography: Contextual Imagery (Higher) 
In this unit, learners will explore and experiment with using a variety of photographic techniques, technology 
and processes. They will use their understanding of the social and cultural interplay between photographers 
and society when developing their own personal, creative approaches to photography. They will plan, 
produce and present a folio of photographic images in different styles and genres, before evaluating their 
own work and their use of imaging techniques. 

 
Photography: Project 
The purpose of this project is to assess learners’ ability to integrate and develop their creativity and 
technical skills within a negotiated photography project. 

 
This project will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and 
understanding: 

 

• project planning skills when researching and investigating their negotiated project 

• applied technical and creative photography skills when developing their photographic ideas and 
producing their photographic images 

• critical thinking and evaluation skills when evaluating their photographic work and practice. 
 

Through their project students will create a bank of high-quality professional photographs to produce a final 
portfolio. 
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Assessment 
The Image Making and Contextual Imagery Units are internally assessed and must be passed in order to be 
presented for the Higher qualification. The Project is externally assessed and is marked by the SQA, from A- 
D. 

 

It is useful to have your own digital camera but not essential. Students will require an 8GB memory stick 
(minimum) for storage of high-quality images and written documents. Students are expected to pay a fee of 
£10 at the beginning of the course, in order to pay for sketchbooks and portfolio folders along with paper 
printing and photocopying costs. Students are also expected to pay for independent printing costs of high- 
quality photographs which should not exceed £25 during the course of the year. 

 
Progression 
This Course or its components may provide lateral or vertical progression to other SQA qualifications in 
photography, the expressive arts or technologies. 

 
Many of Broughton students go on to study HND Courses in Photography at Edinburgh College or Degree 
Courses at various art colleges. 

 

Careers 
 

There are many different areas of photography to specialise in, including: 
 

• Journalism 

• Portrait 

• Documentary 

• Fashion 

• Wedding 

• Corporate/commercial 
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Higher 

Course assessment 
The Course assessment will consist of two components, a 
performance and a question paper. 

 
Component 1 — performance 60 marks (50% of overall grade) 
Component 2 — question paper 50 marks (50% of overall grade) 

 

Practical Performance 
The purpose of this performance is to assess the learner’s ability to plan, prepare for, perform and evaluate 
their own personal performance in a variety of physical activities. 

 
This will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and understanding: 

 

• Planning, developing, implementing and evaluating performance 

• Selecting, demonstrating and safely applying a broad and comprehensive range of complex 
movement and performance skills in challenging contexts 

• Decision-making and problem-solving in challenging contexts 

 
Performance Assessment 
2 single performances in 2 different activities. The context of the single performance must be challenging, 
competitive and/or demanding. 

 

The performance will have 60 marks. This is 50% of the overall marks for the course assessment. 
 

Component 2 — question paper 
The purpose of this question paper is to assess the learner’s ability to integrate and apply knowledge and 
understanding from across the units. It will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, 
knowledge and understanding: 

 

• Analysing factors that impact on performance 

• Explaining a range of approaches for developing performance 

• Analysing the recording, monitoring and evaluation of performance development 
 

The question paper will have 50 marks. This is 50% of the overall marks for the course assessment. 
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The course assessment is made up of the following; 
 

Performance Assessment 

Portfolio 

The National 5 Physical Education course enables candidates to develop the skills, knowledge and 
understanding required to perform effectively in a range of physical activities and enhance their physical 
wellbeing. Candidates work both independently and co-operatively to develop thinking and interpersonal 
skills. This makes physical education an ideal platform for developing confidence, resilience, responsibility 
and the ability to work with others. 

 

Experiential learning activities encourage candidates to develop an understanding of the benefits of 
participation in physical activities to their mental, emotional, social, and physical wellbeing. 

 
 

Physical Education: Performance Assessment 
 

The purpose of this component is to assess the candidate’s ability to effectively perform in two different 
physical activities. 

 
Each performance is a single event in a challenging, competitive and/or demanding context. This gives candidates an 
opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and understanding: 

 

• a repertoire of skills — including complex skills 

• control and fluency 

• effective decision-making 

• using and applying straightforward composition, tactics or roles safely and effectively 

• conforming to rules, regulations and etiquette 

• controlling emotions 

• working co-operatively with others 

 

Portfolio Assessment 
 

The purpose of the portfolio is to assess the candidate’s knowledge and understanding of the performance 
development process. It assesses the candidate’s ability to integrate skills and apply knowledge and 
understanding from across the course. 
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National 5 

Why study Physics? 
 

Want to design the next iPhone? Ever wondered how they built the Forth Rail Bridge? Any idea how Formula 
1 cars go so fast? How do MRI scans work? How can we warn people if there is going to be an earthquake? 

 

If you want to find out the answers to these questions and many, many more you need to think about 
studying Physics. It is essential in virtually every engineering career and is widely utilised in medicine, science 
and every new technology. When you have a Physics qualification you can expect to work on amazing 
projects and earn well above the national average. 

 
Entry Requirements 
National 4 - National 4 qualification ideally in another science subject. 
National 5 - Strong N4 pass supported by recommendation by S4 teacher. Final decision by the Curriculum 
Leader. 

 
Course Structure: 

 

Waves and Radiation 
The unit covers the key areas of wave characteristics, sound, light, electromagnetic spectrum and nuclear 
radiation. 

 

Electricity and Energy 
The unit covers the key area of generation of energy transfer, heat, electricity, electrical power, 
electromagnetism, practical electrical and electrical circuits, heat, gas laws and the kinetic model. 

 
Dynamics and Space 
The unit covers key areas of speed and acceleration, relationships between forces, motion and energy, 
satellites, space exploration and cosmology. 

 
 

Assessment 
National 4 is internally assessed. National 5 has an external assessment: Exam and Assignment. 

 
 

Progression 
National 5, Higher Physics, AH Physics. 

 
 

Want to improve the world we live in, get a great job and earn an above average salary? In a recent 
government study it was found that there is an increase in demand for students with STEM qualifications 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) As a result students with STEM qualifications can expect to 
have a wider choice of careers and expect to earn more than non-STEM subjects. 



PHYSICS 

88 

 

 

Higher 

Why study Physics? 
Want to design the next iPhone? Ever wondered how they built the Forth Rail Bridge? Any idea how Formula 
1 cars go so fast? How do MRI scans work? How can we warn people if there is going to be an earthquake? If 
you want to find out the answers to these questions and many, many more you need to think about 
studying Physics. It is essential in virtually every engineering career and is widely utilised in medicine, science 
and every new technology. When you have a Physics qualification you can expect to work on amazing 
projects and earn well above the national average. 

 

Entry Requirement 
S5 Higher - A or B in N5 course. Grade C entry possible if supported by results in other relevant subjects and 
a recommendation by S4 subject teacher. 

 
Course Structure: 
There are two units and two half units: 

 

Our Dynamic Universe 
Equations and Graphs of Motion; Forces, Energy and Power; Collisions, Explosions and Impulse; Gravitation; 
Special relativity; and The Expanding Universe. 

 

Particles and Waves 
The Standard Model of Particle Physics; Forces on Charged Particles; Nuclear Reactions; Wave Particle 
Duality; Interference and Diffraction; Refraction of Light; and Spectra. 

 

Electricity 
Monitoring and Measuring a.c.; Current; Potential Difference; Power and Resistance; EMF and Internal 
Resistance; Capacitors; Conductors, Semiconductors and Insulators; and p-n junctions. 

 
Progression 
Students with a Higher Physics qualification can progress to Advanced Higher, apply to Universities or to 
further education bodies where Physics is widely recognised as a valuable qualification for science, 
engineering, technological and subjects areas. 

 

Want to improve the world we live in, get a great job and earn an above average salary? In a recent 
government study it was found that there is an increase in demand for students with STEM qualifications 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) As a result students with STEM qualifications can expect to 
have a wider choice of careers and expect to earn more than non-STEM subjects. 
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Advanced Higher 
 

Entry – A or B in Higher Physics 

 
Course Structure: 

 

Rotational Motion and Astrophysics 
 

The unit will cover the key areas of kinematic relationships, angular motion, rotational dynamics, angular 
momentum, rotational kinetic energy, gravitation, general relativity, and stellar physics. 

 
 

Quanta and Waves 
 

The unit will cover the key areas of introduction to quantum theory, particles from space, simple harmonic 
motion, waves, interference and polarisation. 

 
 

Electromagnetism 
 

The unit will cover the key areas of fields, circuits and electromagnetic radiation. 
 
 

Investigating Physics 
 

The unit offers opportunities for independent learning set within the context of experimental physics. 
Learners will develop skills of planning, experimental design and analysis of recorded data. 

 

There is no specified content in this unit, and the topic chosen will determine the physics knowledge that 
learners will develop. 

 
 

Progression – An Advanced Higher qualification is highly rated by universities particularly those offering 
scientific, medical or technical courses. 

 
 

Want to improve the world we live in, get a great job and earn an above average salary? In a recent 
government study it was found that there is an increase in demand for students with STEM qualifications 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

 

As a result students with STEM qualifications can expect to have a wider choice of careers and expect to 
earn more than non-STEM subjects. 
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PRACTICAL ELECTRONICS 

National 4/5 

 
Entry Requirements 

An interest in Engineering or Electronics 

National 5: Ideally N5 English and Maths 

National 4: Entry to this course is at the discretion of the department. 
 
 

Course description 

Electronics brings together elements of science, technology, and mathematics and applies these to real- 

world challenges. The course provides progression from experiences and outcomes in craft, design, 

technology. It provides a solid foundation for those considering further study or a career in electronics, 

electrical engineering and related disciplines. The course also provides a valuable complementary practical 

experience for those studying engineering science, or physics. 

Units of study are: 
 

• Circuit Design 

In this area, candidates develop an understanding of key electrical concepts and electronic 

components. Candidates analyse electronic problems, design solutions to these problems and 

explore issues relating to electronics. 

• Circuit Simulation 

In this area, candidates use simulation software to assist in the design, construction and testing of 

circuits and systems and to investigate their behaviour. 

• Circuit Construction 

In this area, candidates gain experience in assembling a range of electronic circuits, using permanent 

and non-permanent methods. They develop skills in practical wiring and assembly techniques, 

carrying out testing and evaluating functionality. 

 

 

Assessment: 

There is a 1-hour exam, worth 60 marks (Externally set and marked by the SQA) and 

Practical Project, worth 70 marks (Externally set by SQA, internally marked) 

 

Future pathways: 

The electronics industry is vital to everyday life in our society and plays a major role in the economy. It 

contributes not only to manufacturing, but to other sectors such as finance, telecommunications, material 

processing, oil extraction, weather forecasting and renewable energy. Within these sectors, a wide range of 

job opportunities are available for people with skills in electronics. 
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Psychology: People and Society Nat 4 

 
Psychology investigates human behaviour and motivation. Psychologists deal with many areas of human 
experience such as sleep and dreaming, personality, non- 
verbal communication and conformity. 

 
 

Pupils will have the opportunity to study themes, issues 
and topics of interest to them. 
Pupils will be able to develop a range of skills as well as 
knowledge and understanding of people and society. 
. 

 

What will you cover in S5/6 
 

• Investigating skills 

• Comparing and Contrasting 

• Making Decisions 

• Assignment 

 

• Pupils will develop a range of investigating skills, including choosing suitable sources of information 
for investigation, collecting information from sources, using a range of methods of enquiry, and 
organising information. 

 

• Pupils will develop skills of using information to compare and 
contrast information. 

 

• Pupils will develop skills of using information to make decisions. 
 

Next steps 
Pupils can progress on to complete National 3,4 or 5 in S5/6 in People and 
Society. 
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National 5 

What is Psychology? 
 

Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and behaviour. Psychology helps people understand why they 
act in certain ways. Psychology can help people improve their decision making and manage stress. 
Understanding you’re the values of your own environment and upbringing, will help you understand future 
behaviours. 
The main topics are briefly described below: 

 
• Sleep and Dreams: An in-depth look at theories surrounding why we 

sleep and the purpose of dreams. 

• Non-Verbal Communication: a large percentage of how we 
communicate involves more than words. NVC looks at the many 
others factors that contribute to communication. 

 
• Personality: looking at personality traits, introversion, extraversion, psychoticism and anti-social 

personality disorders. 
 

• Conformity: Why do human beings conform? What shapes our attitudes, 
opinions, values and ideas? Are we really as independent as we would like 
to think we are? 

 
 

Progression 
 

Higher Psychology, National 5 Philosophy or Higher Philosophy 
 
 

 
Assessment 

 
At National 5 level there is external assessment in the form of a final exam (70 marks) and an assignment 
research project which accounts for 30 of the 100 marks. 
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Higher 

What will I learn? 
 

The Higher Psychology Course has three parts: 
 

1. Individual Behaviour: 
Two topics will be studied in this unit: Sleep & Dreams, and Stress 

 
2. Social Behaviour: 

Two topics will be studied in this area: Conformity & Obedience, and Prejudice 
 

3. Research Investigation: This is an independent piece of work which contributes to 33% of the 
final examination result. Pupils will learn about research methods and design and create their own 
experiment. 

 

Students will develop knowledge and understanding of these topics in contemporary psychology. One of the 
three Units combines the Domain of Research Methods with practical research skills, an essential feature of 
the discipline and research skills are developed in the context of an understanding of research methodology. 

 

It is intended that pupils engage with the complex nature of psychological processes; they will be 
encouraged to reflect on the notion that, far from offering simple answers, psychologists may interpret any 
given aspect of human behaviour in a variety of ways. Pupils will develop skills of analysis, interpretation and 
evaluation, adopting a questioning approach and challenging assumptions. 

 
For those new to the subject at Higher, the course serves as an introduction to the discipline of psychology, 
whilst for those who have already studied the subject, the Higher course encourages development of more 
in-depth knowledge and understanding, and more advanced research skills. 

 

Entry Requirements: 
Higher English at A or B and Maths at National 5 or Higher or National 5 Psychology. 

 

Assessment 
Internal assessment: 
Each Unit will be assessed continuously throughout the year. A number of learning outcomes will have to be 
met in order to pass Higher Psychology. 

 
External assessment: 
The exam is worth 80 mark (67% of the final result). 
The psychology investigation is worth 40 marks (33% of the final result) 

 

Progression 
The Higher Psychology Course provides suitable preparation for entry to higher education courses in 
psychology or other academic or vocational subjects. 
Pupils may want to consider Higher Philosophy. 



94 

 

 

Sport & Exercise 
Exercise and Fitness Leadership 
NPA level 6 

 
Course overview 
The course consists of 3 units (Cardiovascular Training, Circuit 
Training and Free Weights Training). Each unit has 4 
assessments, 2 are theory based and two are practical. 

 
 

 

Written Assessments 
The purpose of the unit assessments is to assess the learner’s ability to integrate and apply knowledge and 
understanding from across the units. It will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, 
knowledge and understanding: 

 

• Human anatomy and physiology 

• Explaining a range of training approaches for developing performance 

• Case studies within each unit based on training approaches (circuit/ cardiovascular & free weights) 

• Own evaluation of performance and delivery of sessions 

 

 
Practical Assessments 
The purpose of this performance is to assess the learner’s ability to plan, prepare for, perform and evaluate 
their own personal performance within circuit training, cardiovascular training and free weights training. 

This will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and understanding: 

• Planning, developing, implementing and evaluating performance 

• Selecting, demonstrating and considering safely procedures when training – especially where case 
studies are used. 

• Decision-making and problem-solving in challenging contexts 

 

*All assessments must be passed with at least 90% of correct answers 
*Individual unit passes can be achieved 
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SUPPORT FOR LEARNING 
 

We aim to support the learning and personal development of students in accordance with school policy, and 
local and national priorities. We liaise with students, teaching staff and parents/carers to promote the 
inclusion of students with diverse intellectual, sensory, physical and behavioural needs. 

 

• We believe that Additional Support Needs (ASN) arise from the personal characteristics, needs and 
circumstances of the individual learner at a given point in time. 

• We recognise that it is the responsibility of all staff to promote effective teaching and learning for all 
students. 

• We believe that all students have the capacity to learn and to make progress. 

• We are committed to supporting students with particular needs. 

• We know that students will learn best when there is a collaborative approach between professionals, 
students and parents/carers. 

• We recognise that the curriculum may present difficulties and that a degree of flexibility is an 
essential aspect of providing the most appropriate educational experience for all students. 

 

Irrespective of ability, any student may encounter difficulties in learning. These difficulties may be long or 
short term and the Support for Learning department works closely with subject departments to ensure that 
students are supported appropriately. As far as possible, students are supported in class by Learning Assistants 
or SfL teaching staff. Other ways in which learning is supported include: 

 

• Providing information to staff about individual students; 

• Suggesting learning and teaching strategies; 

• Setting and monitoring ASPs, IEPs and CSPs in conjunction with Pupil Support Leaders and subject 
teachers; 

• Assisting subject teachers in developing resources for learning; 

• Agreeing the use of the SfL classroom for students following individual courses of study; 

• Involvement in review meetings and transition meetings; 

• Devising individualised learning programmes; 

• Managing procedures relating to SQA Assessment Arrangements. 

• Running reading programmes (direct teaching and paired reading) 

• Managing the use of keyboards (Alphasmart/Neo/laptops); 

• Offering individual tutorial time as appropriate; 

• Liaising with partner agencies (e.g. EAL, Educational Psychologist, EWO, health services). 



The Scottish Baccalaureate 
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We currently offer the Scottish Baccalaureate in Science, Modern Languages and 
Expressive Arts. Over S5 and S6 students should be sitting the following 
combinations to be eligible for the full Scottish Baccalaureate. 

 

2 AHs and 1 Higher 
 

Expressive Arts: two Expressive Arts - one at AH and either 
AH English or Maths 

Science: two Sciences - one at AH and AH Maths 
Languages: two Modern Languages - one at AH and English H or AH 

 
 

 
The Interdisciplinary Project 

 

The Interdisciplinary Project is an Advanced Higher Unit in which you apply your subject knowledge in realistic 
contexts. You carry out an investigation or practical assignment. Your theme may be for example — 
‘Employability and using languages in the Scottish market’ or perhaps ‘Testing energy options for sustainable 
solutions’. This is likely to involve you working outwith your school — in a college or university, or in a 
community or workplace setting. 

 

The Interdisciplinary Project will help you to develop and show evidence of initiative, responsibility, and 
independent working — skills of real value in the world of higher education and work. 

 

Grading 
 

Scottish Baccalaureates will be awarded at Pass and Distinction. 
 
 

A Distinction will require a grade A in one eligible Advanced Higher Course, one other grade A in any 

other component, and at least a grade B in all other components. 

 
A Pass will be awarded to those who achieve at least a grade C in all mandatory components and who do 

not meet the criteria for Distinction. 



TRAVEL AND TOURISM 

97 

 

 

Skills for Work National 5 
 

This course is an introductory qualification in travel and tourism. 
The Travel and Tourism course develops the skills, knowledge and attitudes needed for work in the travel 
and tourism industry. 

 

You will develop: 
 

• Skills to become effective job-seekers and employees. 

• Skills to deal effectively with all aspects of customer care and customer service. 

• The product knowledge and skills to deal with customer enquiries in relation to travel and tourism in 

Scotland, the rest of the United Kingdom and worldwide. 

 

The course is designed to be practical and provides an opportunity for you to learn through experience. 
 

Four Course Units 
 

• Travel and Tourism: Employability 

• Travel and Tourism: Customer Service 

• Travel and Tourism: Scotland 

• Travel and Tourism: UK and Worldwide 

 
Assessment 

 
There is no external assessment for this course. The course units are internally assessed by centres and 
externally verified by SQA. 

 

Progression 
 

Skills for work in Travel and Tourism may provide progression to: 
 

• Other SQA Travel and Tourism Courses 

• Qualifications 

• FE Courses 

• Employment in the travel and tourism industry 
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YASS - Open Learning with the Open 
University 

YASS gives students in S6 the opportunity to study at higher education level without leaving friends and family 
behind. Study fits around school work and social lives, encourages independent learning and builds 
confidence. 

 

YASS is designed to bridge the gap between school and full-time university and help able and motivated 
students stand out from the crowd. It provides a unique opportunity for students to experience learning at 
university level and develop important skills such as independent study, time management and accessing 
electronic resources. 

 

YASS students have access to the entire OU library which they can use not only for their YASS module but for 
the other subjects they are studying as well. 

 

YASS students are treated just the same as all other OU students and can obtain specialised student and IT 
support if required. They also have access to guidance about course choice and careers options through the 
OU website. Taking a YASS module can help students’ applications to university or college stand out from 
other students' and contribute valuable content to their personal statements. 

 

• Arts 

• Business and management 

• Education 

• Engineering and technology 

• Environment 

• Health and Social Care 

• Languages 

• Law 

• Mathematics 

• Science 

• Social Sciences 

• Sport 

 

To find out more look at the YASS website 
http://www.open.ac.uk/choose/yass/what-yas

http://www.open.ac.uk/choose/yass/modules-available#arts
http://www.open.ac.uk/choose/yass/modules-available#business
http://www.open.ac.uk/choose/yass/modules-available#education
http://www.open.ac.uk/choose/yass/modules-available#engineering
http://www.open.ac.uk/choose/yass/modules-available#environment
http://www.open.ac.uk/choose/yass/modules-available#HSC
http://www.open.ac.uk/choose/yass/modules-available#languages
http://www.open.ac.uk/choose/yass/modules-available#law
http://www.open.ac.uk/choose/yass/modules-available#maths
http://www.open.ac.uk/choose/yass/modules-available#science
http://www.open.ac.uk/choose/yass/modules-available#social_sciences
http://www.open.ac.uk/choose/yass/modules-available#sport
http://www.open.ac.uk/choose/yass/what-yas
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School College Partnership Pathways 
 
You can read about the range of SCP courses here: 
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/information-and-advice/information-for-school-pupils-teachers-and-guardians/staying-
at-school 
 
 

Scottish Baccalaureate Award (S6 ONLY) 
Languages  

Science  

Expressive Arts  

Interdisciplinary Project only (any discipline)  

YASS (S6 only) Independent study with the Open University at 

 

Title of course 
 

Foundation Apprenticeships - S5 

Foundation Apprenticeships are a work-based learning opportunity for senior-phase secondary school pupils. Lasting one or 

two years, pupils typically begin their Foundation Apprenticeship in S5. However, we can offer bespoke FA lasting one year. 

Young people spend time out of school at the college or with a local employer and complete the Foundation Apprenticeship 

alongside their other subjects like National 5s and Highers. 

Engineering 

National 5 Maths and Physics at level A-C. Applicants must be 

studying Higher Maths in S5. Interest in a career in 

Engineering. Two-year course. 

 

Civil Engineering - Level 6 

National 5 Maths and Physics at level A-C. Applicants must be 

studying Higher Maths in S5. Interest in a career in 

Engineering. Two-year course. 

 

Business Skills - Level 6 

Two-year course aimed at pupils going into S5 who are interested in working in the 

Business Sector and have the ability to work towards SCQF Level 6 qualification 

(equivalent to Higher level) in a vocational setting. 

 

Early Education and Childcare Level 6 

Two-year course aimed at students in S5 interested in early education careers. 

 

Social Services and Healthcare Level 6 

Two-year course aimed at students in S5 interested in Health and Social Care. 

 

https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/information-and-advice/information-for-school-pupils-teachers-and-guardians/staying-at-school
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/information-and-advice/information-for-school-pupils-teachers-and-guardians/staying-at-school
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