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City of Edinburgh Council

As we move closer to the end of the school year, the school has been hosting tributes to
the achievements of our pupils. The Achievement Assemblies which have been taking
place during the school day have energised and motivated our pupils to keep doing well.
Our Celebration of Achievement was official recognition of pupils who have done
exceptionally well across their subjects and who have achieved outstanding success at
national level. These events have been festivals of young people’s talents and potential.
Broughton High School was honoured to welcome Sir Tom Farmer as our keynote
speaker to our Celebration of Achievement. One of the world’s most successful
entrepreneurs, a lad from Leith, entertained all members of the audience with tales
from his own school days but also confessed that he actually felt jealous of all the
opportunities given to Broughton’s pupils today. Sir Tom told pupils that energy and
enthusiasm are massively important, and he encouraged the students to look out for
opportunities and grab them with both hands when they came along. Sir Tom said that
he had no regrets about his life except perhaps that he should have taken more time
earlier on to ‘smell the flowers’. Sir Tom inspired all – young and slightly older – with his
keynote. He closed by challenging Broughton’s pupils to raise money for good causes,
and pledged to match those funds himself, thereby doubling the total. I am sure our
pupils are already planning what to do!
Broughton HS has recently welcomed Angela Constance, Cabinet Secretary for
Education and Lifelong Learning. Ms Constance was keen to listen to the views of young
people and take note of their experiences. Our pupils spoke eloquently about their
pride in being part of such a great school. They highlighted our diverse and inclusive
school community and said that they enjoyed the fantastic opportunities available at
Broughton. They spoke about how helpful their teachers are and the fact that they
constantly go the extra mile for pupils. The Minister certainly formed a very positive
impression of our school.
When the summer brings more sunshine and more time for family and friends,
I sincerely hope that you have a restful and enjoyable break.

Mr J Wilson
Headteacher
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Punctuality
Late-coming continues to be a problem for some students. This month we have had assemblies to stress the
importance of being on time and highlighting the impact of regularly being late.
 Missing out on information
 Falling behind with work
 Disrupting the learning of others

From January, we are introducing an extra bell in the mornings and at lunch time. These bells will be rung 2 minutes
before the start of the school morning and afternoon sessions and are to support punctual arrival to classes.
We’d be grateful if parents would support us by ensuring that your child leaves the house in plenty of time to get to
school. The dark, cold mornings make it difficult to get up and out of the house, but this is such an important life
skill and should be learned at school.
Thank you for your support.

School Uniform
Thanks to all parents who have supported Broughton’s uniform policy this term. Our students look very smart and
we regularly have members of the public commenting upon our students’ appearance. It’s good to see our
youngsters out and about in the community representing Broughton with pride. As always, your support is needed
to ensure that these high standards are continued throughout the winter, and so a reminder about our uniform
follows.
School Uniform can be bought from Superlogo, 24-26 Coburg Street, Edinburgh, EH6 6HB, 0131 555 6940,
www.superlogo.co.uk
Parents in receipt of clothes vouchers can also order the uniform through the School Office.
Girls

Boys

Black trousers or skirt—NO LEGGINGS PERMITTED

Black trousers

White shirt & tie

White shirt & tie

Blazer, black jumper or cardigan

Blazer or black jumper

Black shoes

Black shoes

School Library
 Changes are afoot in the Library! Ms Paton, the Librarian, is back from maternity leave, and is working in the

Library on Thursdays and Fridays.
 In August, Mrs MacAdie will be joining us, and will be working here on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays.
 Book Group has restarted and is now on a Thursday lunchtime – everyone is welcome, just ask Miss Paton for

more info.
 We are planning some great author events for next session!
 There are some exciting trips to the Book Festival in the planning, including trips to see top author Patrick Ness

and hip hop legend Stanley Odd. Watch this space for more information!
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UK Junior Mathematical Challenge 2015

Broughton High performed very well in the 2015 UK Junior Mathematical Challenge that was held in April. The
pupils were given some tough problems to solve against the clock and the opportunity to compete other
schools across the whole of the UK.

The certificate winners were:
 Gold: Finlay Gaughan
 Silver: Sophie Brown, Kyle Clarkson, Lola Flexen, Rebecca Gabriel, Lola Grieve, Lily Intihar, Varie Keddie,
Matthew Wisniewski,

 Bronze: Samuel Addis, Aidan Bain, Ahmed El Nageh, Daniel Ferrier, Nicole Heron, Joseph Jeffrey, Aisha
Maughan, Katie McMullan, Louis Pettinger, Richard Shortel, Dominic Slaney, Fraser Soutar, Leon Thomson

Well done to all who participated!

Mentors in Violence Prevention
This project is led by the national Violence Reduction Unit (VRU) and based on a successful model used in schools
and colleges across the USA.
The MVP programme was developed by Dr Jackson Katz.
It uses a “bystander” approach, encouraging people to take a stand against harassment, abuse and violence rather
than just ignoring it.

On the afternoon of Wednesday 10th June our S5 students took part in an MVP recruitment afternoon. During the
afternoon session students completed a MVP session in small gender based groups and were spoken to by S6 MVP
mentors from Portobello High School about their experiences of the programme.
A number of S5 students have noted interest in the initiative and will be selected shortly. These students will then
be trained as MVP mentors after the summer on a two day leadership course to be held at Granton Youth Centre.
They will be trained by teaching staff, community learning development staff and our youth work partners.
Students will gain the skills and confidence to work with our new S1 students during PSE lessons and will deliver
four MVP sessions to our younger students during academic session 15/16. Students will be supported throughout
the year as this is a challenging but rewarding opportunity.
Specific thanks goes out to Paul Carnie of GYC for allowing us to use their facilities for the two day training event to
be held on the 1st and 2nd of September.
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Broughton High School Gymnastics Team 2014/15
This has been a very exciting first year for our school gymnastics team. They have participated in
various schools competitions throughout the year with some teams winning medals and making finals.
A fantastic result considering this was many of the gymnasts first time competing. One highlight from
the year was the U16 group qualifying to represent Scotland at the British Schools Finals. The team,
consisting of Emma Jones, Honor Martin and Helena Duncan, did the school proud with clean routines
and excellent behaviour.
The judges commented on their excellent levels of artistry. The
Dirty Dancing themed display routine, including lots of dance,
tumbles and balances was very well received at Schools Gymfest
and gave many girls the chance to perform together in front of a
big audience. The girls are also very excited to be working
towards the first Broughton Gymnastics Competition. It will be
held at the school on Thursday 11th June and will give the
gymnasts another chance to compete against schools from all over
Edinburgh.

Summary of Results
Lothian Heats - 2nd place level 1
Claire MacDonald- individual 2nd
place level 1
3rd place level 2
Scottish Heats- 2nd place U14 girls
3rd place U19 girls
2nd place U16 group
British Finals-17th place
Scottish Finals- 5th place level 1
Elise Cable- individual 1st place
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Advanced Higher Art & Design Exhibition
Advanced Higher Art & Design students completed very strong folios this year, covering design and
expressive fields including Architecture, Costume Design, Illustration, Portraiture, Sculpture and
Jewellery. Their exhibition of 2D and 3D work was displayed on 3rd June in the school theatre,
showcasing their work beautifully; highlighting the vast quantity of work achieved .
The students involved were:
Jenny Rutherford, Owen Morrison, Harriet Johnston, Wallace Calvert, Samantha Cazaly, Victoria
Sturgeon and Kirsty Hughes
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S1 Botanics Gardening Project 2015
Every Tuesday morning during the summer term a group of green fingered S1 pupils have been taking part in the
Botanics Gardening Project.
They have been involved in planting flowers and vegetables. Throughout the season we will harvest carrots,
potatoes, onions, garlic, beans, radishes, lettuce and strawberries. We will return after summer to harvest our
plants and cook our produce on the BBQ and taste our delicious food!

Edinburgh International Film Festival
The Edinburgh International Film Festival gives young people the chance to devise and create their own films to
submit to the Edinburgh Schools Film Competition. This branch of the Film Festival is now in it’s seventh year.
A panel of judges made up of young people from Screen Education Edinburgh select the winning films for each
category to then be screened at the festival.
On June 19th, pupils Joe Curran, Kyle Fitzpatrick, Jamie Scott, Sarah Henderson and Eilidh Dewar, accompanied by
teachers Len Fyfe and Martin Cairns attended the competition screenings and award ceremony, where they got
the opportunity to meet Karen Gillan from Doctor Who.
The pupils’ film “Valentine” was awarded the top prize of Best Film.
Massive congratulations to everyone involved!
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Health & Food Technology
Hospitality National 5
This year our senior pupils made the following three course
meal for their final exam:
Sweet Potato and Pea Puffs
Italian Meatballs with Spaghetti
Dark Chocolate and Orange Bar Cake
Final dishes were of a very high standard as you can see from this photo.

The class celebrated the end of the course by taking a trip to Cosmo
(International Buffet). They had a very enjoyable afternoon tasting a range of
foods from around the world.

S4 Fashion & Textile Technology
S4 pupils wearing their ‘60s’ style tunics they made for the Item Development unit of their course.
They carried out research into the fashions of the 60s coming up with the trends and focusing on designers such
as Mary Quant. On our photo-shoot afternoon we had a party with typically 60s food on offer. One class member
downloaded 60s music for our party and the class joined in with a dance of the ‘60’s’ the Twist.
More of the items made this year can be viewed in the ‘Gallery Section’ of the school website.

Royal Highland Show
The department is offering places to all new S3 pupils in the department to visit the Royal Highland Show on
18 June. In previous years this has been a very popular excursion.
Our thanks go to the Broughton Association for helping us to fund it.

New courses for next session
We are delighted to be offering two new courses next session for the Senior school:

Practical Cake Craft National 5

Higher Fashion and Textile Technology.

Look out for photos of our completed work in the Gallery of the school website!
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Modern Languages
Farewell
We would like to say thank you and farewell to Diva Gutiérrez Medina and Sarah Charpentier, our Spanish and
French assistants. Both assistants have worked extremely hard throughout the year and will be missed by students
and teachers. Diva and Sarah are planning to remain in Edinburgh next year and we wish them well with their new
ventures. Please come back and visit!

Tapa Leith
Mrs García’s Spanish class enjoyed a tapas lunch at Tapa Leith on Tuesday 26th
May. The class, accompanied by Diva, enjoyed a lovely lunch of pan y
aceite, ensalada, albóndigas, paella, pescado frito, patatas bravas, churros con
chocolate.

Word Wizard Success
Congratulations to Dexter Black on reaching the semi-finals of the national Word
Wizard French spelling contest. Dexter took part in the semi-finals at Strathclyde
University in March. He worked hard and did himself and his school proud. Very well
done, Dexter.

Sign Language Classes
Fourteen S1 students took part in an Introduction to Sign
language course between January and March. The class was
led by Carole Wallace, a signer at Donaldson’s school for the
deaf. The group learned about being deaf aware, the
importance of facial expression, and lip reading versus sign
language. They also learned the BSL (British Sign Language)
fingerspelling alphabet and how to sign a variety of topics
such as numbers, family, emotions, free time, food. The
students gave up their own time to do this course every Friday afternoon. They worked hard and enjoyed their
classes. We would like to congratulate them on completing the course and even signing along to a song during
assemblies.

Rencontres Théatrales
Broughton welcomed the Rencontres Théatrales to the school in March. Primary and
secondary students from the Lothians and beyond competed in this annual French
language drama competition. Special mention for the Broughton drama groups who
performed fantastically well La Mauvaise Note for Broughton. Bravo!
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Business Languages Champions
In the December newsletter we told you about a new venture involving our S3 Mandarin class, who had
become Business Language Champions, working with the Hilton Hotel to develop their employability skills. We
would like to congratulate the pupils on their excellent efforts to create a welcome leaflet for Mandarin
speaking guests to the Hilton. Amelia Mapson’s leaflet was chosen. Well done Amelia. We would also like to
thank the Hilton staff for giving up their time to deliver an interview skills workshop to Broughton pupils who,
after an introductory presentation, were interviewed individually by Hilton staff and did extremely well. This
will stand them in good stead for the future when interviews will be a reality rather than just practice!
We are delighted to announce that we will be repeating the project in session 2015-2016, working in
partnership with the Balmoral Hotel.

Trips to Spain, France & China
38 students will travel to Santander during the last week of term accompanied by 5 teachers. Read about our
adventures in the next newsletter.
40 students will travel to Paris next summer for a trip involving a mix of language and cultural events. The trip
is being organised by Mr McLaren and will also be accompanied by Mrs Tosh, Ms Mitchellhill, Mr Windever and
Mrs McAllister. Look out for information throughout the year on the Modern Languages section of the
website.
Congratulations to Greta Tobermann on her selection to represent Edinburgh, along with 4 students from
other Edinburgh secondaries, on the annual Chinese Immersion course in Beijing. We look forward to reading
about Greta’s trip in the new term.

Twitter
Modern Languages at Broughton is on Twitter. We regularly post language-related
tweets such as news from Spain, France, Italy and China, school languages events and
student success.
Follow us: @Broughtonml

Youth Climbing Championships 2015
Huge congratulations to William Bosi, who competed in the IFSC European indoor
youth climbing championships on the 14th of June and came 3rd!
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Expressive Arts
Catherine Wheels Theatre Company visits Broughton
Lifeboat by Nicola McCartney.
The Story of Lifeboat is the extraordinary true WW2 story of the survival
and enduring friendship of two fifteen year old girls, who spent 19
terrifying hours in the water on an upturned lifeboat when their evacuee
ship was torpedoed in the Atlantic Ocean. They willed each other to
survive.
Broughton has been fortunate to enjoy a partnership with Catherine Wheels Theatre Company, enabling
Primary 6 & 7 students from our cluster primaries and our own S3 expressive arts students to see a
performance of ‘Lifeboat’ in the Spring term. The students subsequently participated in classroom based
creative activities exploring the themes, characters and story. The partnership provides a catalyst for
developing the creativity of our students.

Learners’ Experiences in S3
We asked S3 to tell us what Creativity means to them and how they use it in
different areas of the curriculum. Here is a snapshot of what they said. We will be
continuing to explore and develop creativity skills for the future including:
Curiosity

Open Mindedness

Imagination

Problem Solving

Drama
New CfE Higher Drama Course
Our first group of new Higher candidates followed the exciting new course this year and achieved well in
performances of their selected text, Antigone; by Sophocles and a range of other more contemporary plays.
The group studied Brecht’s techniques and developed performance analysis skills through the Lyceum
production of The Caucasion Chalk Circle.
One of our students, Victoria Sturgeon (S6) used her creative skills in Drama and Art to choose the Design
option for the new qualification, specialising in Set and Costume. She has now been accepted to Bournemouth
to study Performance Costume Design.
Well done to all students for their hard work.

Expressive Arts Looking Forward to:
Autumn Term
Project Narnia – an exciting S3 Interdisciplinary project in partnership with
the Lyceum Theatre. The programme will include a visit to the Lyceum to see
the Winter production of The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, and a three
-day programme of creative activities in December with a range of visiting
artists and practitioners from the Lyceum Creative team.
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RMPS
Youth and Philanthropy Initiative National Event
This year Haiyang Hu and Emily Pickup previously S5 pupils won £3000 to give to their chosen charity, Living Well
North Edinburgh – a mental health charity in Pilton. The girls also helped to raise £500 towards the £3000 by
baking cakes and organising a dress down day for all pupils. The girls and I were then invited along to the National
YPI event in Perthshire at the Perth Concert Hall on Wednesday 10th June. The girls were photographed with their
cheque on the day. The event included listening to musicians and speakers throughout the day including Matt
Cardle a previous X factor winner. Of particular interest was a talk by a
local businessman and philanthropist – Josh LittleJohn who owns a chain
of sandwich shops called SocialBite. One of these is in Rose Street and
he employs people who have been previously homeless in Edinburgh.
Josh spoke of times that have been challenging working with people who
have many social issues due to their lives on the street and the emotional
impact of this on him. He gave a very moving talk and his business gives
all profits back to three charities, Shelter UK and 2 others abroad. We also
heard from Lucy Lintott the youngest person diagnosed with Motor
Neuron Disease in the UK and how she is raising money for MNDS to raise the profile of the disease and to help
fund research into looking for cures and to support others with MND living in the UK. All in all the day was
incredibly inspiring hearing from people who are raising money for so many different causes in the UK and
hearing music from a number of people. I look forward to continuing with YPI again this year with all S5 pupils
who will be given the chance to win £3000 for a new charity that they research, visit and then do a presentation
about to compete against one another for the prize.
Thanks, Mrs Milazzo

Inspire Aspire
Congratulations to Rhona Garden in S1 who was a finalist in this year’s Inspire/Aspire competition. Again
Broughton’s success in this competition continues as Rhona represented Broughton High School at the national
event In Perth this year.

Amnesty Refugee day event
Well done to all the pupils who helped to organise and run the Amnesty Refugee day event which took
place on Saturday 20th June in Broughton. The event has raised awareness of the plight of refugees and
was attended by Marco Biagi MSP and Deidre Brock MP as well as members of the school community.
The event has raised over £200.
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John Byrne Award 2015
Niall Dolan has presented the opportunity for pupils to engage with the
John Byrne award this October by delivering the stimulus to S6 pupils in
May. On the back of his trade union activities, Jimmy Reid was elected
rector of Glasgow University, giving a speech which has become known as
one of the greatest ever given in the country.
At the same time, Mr Reid was a member of the Communist Party of
Great Britain, serving as a councillor in Clydebank and standing for
Westminster election in 1974.
A key passage of the speech exists on video, Mr Reid telling those present: "A rat race is for rats. We're not rats.
We're human beings. Reject the insidious pressures in society that would blunt your critical faculties to all that is
happening around you, that would caution silence in the face of injustice lest you jeopardise your chances of
promotion and self-advancement”. We look forward to pupils engaging with this opportunity to demonstrate their
own values through this competition.

Show Racism The Red Card
Hannah Crowe, Natalia Ellingham and Faithful Bentoro were finalists in this year’s
Show Racism the Red Card competition. The three S3 pupils were at a special
presentation event at Hampden to receive their awards. The girls used this
opportunity through their RMPS classes to highlight a brilliant and powerful antiracism message.

Amnesty Group
Week of Action took place in February this year to
highlight various human rights including freedom of
expression and identity. Amnesty Ceilidh also raised
over £500 in December last year.

Sir Moir Lockhead presented to pupils about making the most of the skills and opportunities school offers to help
them in their next steps in life. Sir Moir was inspiring pupils to think about future goals and have objectives to work
towards.
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Book Festival
Malala Yousafzai
Pupils and staff from Broughton had the wonderful opportunity to attend
Malala’s talk at the Edinburgh Book festival on the 25th of August last year.
Malala Yousafzai was introduced by JK Rowling. The Harry Potter author spoke
about her own admiration for the courage shown by Malala and how privileged
she was to be at the event, a sentiment echoed by all who were present.
Malala was Born in Swat Valley, Pakistan in 1997, and started campaigning for
education rights at only 9 years old. In 2009 she wrote an anonymous BBC blog
about life under the Taliban, “The Diary of a Pakistani Schoolgirl”, in which she
chronicled her hope to keep going to school, her fight for equal rights for girls and
her fears for the future of Swat.
Malala’s life changed at age 15 when her life was threatened as she was shot by the Taliban on 9 October 2012,
throwing her onto the world stage. She spoke passionately about her campaign and her life in Pakistan. Malala’s
father was an incredible influence on her outlook, allowing her “to fly” and, unlike other women in her society,
Malala was encouraged to be equal and develop her own potential.
Matt Haig
Author Matt Haig’s event at the book festival was also very inspirational for the Higher Philosophy and Psychology
classes as he spoke about the morality of creating machines to replicate humans.

Psychology
Visit to Dynamic Earth: S3 and Higher Psychology pupils took part in a non-verbal communication workshop at
Dynamic earth in November.

Paintball
Again, a highly successful outing during activity day in June for 40 pupils and staff at indoor paintball in Leith.

Hydro Event
Senior pupils took part in the referendum Hydro debate in Glasgow. Mr Twigg said: “ the
young people present, not just our very own Broughton High School students, behaved
impeccably. Far from being disengaged the debate showed how well informed many of the
young people of Scotland are, and how much they want to be involved in the political
debate taking place in this country.

S6 Leadership Team 2015-16
I am delighted to announce the appointment of our new 6LT.
Head Girl

Isla Melee

Head Boy

Cameron Milne

Deputy Head Girl

Hannah Ross

Deputy Head Boy

Rory Anderson

Students were selected after interviews and presentations to the senior school.
I am very much looking forward to working with the team this year.
Pauline Cumming
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Contact Details:
Broughton High School

29 East Fettes Avenue
Edinburgh EH4 1EG
0131 332 7805

 admin@broughton.edin.sch.uk

 www.broughton.edin.sch.uk

Broughton High School Twitter and Facebook
We have official Broughton High School Facebook and Twitter accounts.
If you would like regular updates about the school please like our Facebook page and
follow us on Twitter!

@BroHighOfficial

Broughton High School

