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As we draw towards the end of 2014 I would like to wish you and your family a 

very enjoyable festive season. 

This year has seen many good things, with great achievements being made by 

the young people of Broughton High School.                                                                  

The seniors rose incredibly well to the challenge of the new National                 

qualifications, ably assisted by the superb staff at Broughton. Students of all    

ages have again excelled in numerous fields including academic, sporting and 

aesthetic. These and other  successes go well above the norm locally and          

nationally. 

Our school has also shown its resilience this year.  Support from home has 

helped the young  people here to overcome challenging circumstances within 

our community.  Collectively the school has looked beyond itself and supported 

those most in need, showing both courage and compassion. 

We look forward now to a New Year.   I would not be at all surprised if 2015 

brings even greater successes to the young people of Broughton High School. 

Merry Christmas!  

 

Mr J Wilson 

Headteacher  
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 Art Department 
 

Designs for the publicity and cards for the 5th Edinburgh Christmas Tree Festival were produced 
by pupils from Broughton High School.  More than 100 designs were submitted and judged by 
well-known local artist, Carola Gordon.   The Festival is being held at St Andrew’s and St George’s 
West, 13 George Street, Edinburgh from 6-24 December this year.        
 

The four winning designs are on the cover of 
the ‘Alight! Christmas’ St  Andrew’s and St 
George’s  West magazine, shown left, and were 
created by the following S1 students  (clockwise 
from top left):  Rachel Moir, 1S1;   Zuzanna                             
Nadbrzuchowska, 1S2;  Katie Jane McMullan,     
1N2, and Sarah-Blue Vlasceanu, 1S2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Broughton Art Students Take Part in 'Generation' Exhibition 
 

From June to October 2014, the National Galleries of Scotland Education Department, teamed up with sighted and visually 
impaired students from Drummond Community, Broughton and Ross High Schools, Musselburgh Grammar School and the 
University of Glasgow, in exploring the GENERATION exhibition. 
 

This ebook presents the fantastic work our students prepared and created in exchanging knowledge on  contemporary 
art between sighted and visually impaired younger  students. 
 

Victoria Sturgeon, Harriet Johnston and Kirsty Hughes all did a wonderful job and found it a very worthwhile project to be 
a part of. 
 
 

Festive Mural 
A selected group of talented S1 and Advanced Higher pupils were set a challenge to    create a festive Jon Burgerman-

inspired Doodle to decorate the windows at the main entrance for Christmas.   S1 
pupils Robin McGillivray, Rachel Moir, Aisha Maughan,  Dexter Black, Bayley Glasgow 
and Keeley Muir worked alongside Advanced Higher pupils Harriet Johnston, Owen 
Morrison,   Victoria Sturgeon and Rose Subido to come up with their Christmas     
scene.  

They adorned the windows with a troop of      
reindeer and festive characters which have 
come alive in the sky above a rooftop scene.  
The pupils enjoyed the experience very much 
and their mural has been a great  success with 
visitors and pupils admiring the display.   Even 

Artist Jon Burgerman thinks it’s awesome, retweeting our amazing artwork!!  

 
BP Portrait Taster Session 
 

Liah Placiego, Andrada Popa and Sanjida Karim were successful in gaining a place at the recent BP Portraiture Taster     
Sessions which took place at the Scottish National Portrait Gallery on 6 December. The girls were lucky to meet a BP 
award winning Artist and participate in a workshop inspired by the BP Portrait Award 2014  Exhibition. They all enjoyed 

this experience and await to hear if they have made it on to the Next Generation Winter School which will be 
an intensive weekend experience learning from more award winning Portrait artists. We will post news on the 
website if any of our students are lucky enough to gain a place. 
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.Shoe Box Appeal 2014 
 

Together as a school we contributed 71 shoe boxes to the 2014 appeal run by Blythswood 

Care.  
 

The shoe boxes were filled with all sorts of  essential 

items (soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, hat, scarf, 

gloves, toys) and other goodies such as sweets,   

stationery, toiletries and socks. 
 

Someone in need in Eastern Europe (Albania,        

Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Pakistan,     

Romania,  Serbia) will receive a box in time for  

Christmas. 
 

Simran, Mason and Liam helped load up the boxes for delivery to Blythswood. 
 

Thank you to all pupils and staff who contributed. 

 

 

 

Careers Academy 
 

During the month of November the Career Academy students took part 

in Micro-Tyco.  This is a fundraising project run by the charity                 

organisation Wildhearts, who provide micro loans to people in deprived 

areas to help set up their own business. This enables them to provide things 

such as health care and education for their family.   Micro-Tyco  provided 

the students with a micro loan of just £1 to kick start their fundraising.   

Throughout the month of November the students ran various events such 

as staff versus pupils’ football.  They even convinced our Commonwealth 

Games star, Mr Howieson, to put his reputation on the line to compete against staff and pupils at table tennis.  He was 

undefeated and his reputation remains intact!  The main fundraiser was the raffle.  The students approached many local 

businesses for donations and managed to gain some fantastic prizes.  These ranged from dinner vouchers to gym passes.  

There was also a signed Hearts and Hibs top which attracted a lot of interest.  In total the students managed to raise 

£1207.53.  This is a fantastic achievement, considering they started with only £1!   

Areen, Beatrice, Charley Kerrie, Omika and Saymia would like to thank everyone who helped and supported them 

throughout the month of November.   
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Modern Languages Department 
 

Celebration of Languages 

Pupils and staff at Broughton took part in our yearly Celebration of Languages during the 
first week of October.  This week-long series of events celebrates all things linguistic and 

especially the rich diversity of languages       
spoken by our students and staff.    
 

Various activities ran throughout the week, the 
most notable being Crêpe-making by all S2   
classes during HFT lessons.  The previous week 
they had learned the vocabulary and the recipe 
during French lessons.  Some of the Modern 
Languages teachers tried their hand at       
crepe-making too – with unspectacular results!   
 

Assemblies were also held each day where students learned about Neve 
Mawdsely’s incredible trip to China in the summer holidays.  Neve (S5) joined 
other students from across Scotland for an immersion course in Beijing and 
you can read about her experiences on the Modern Languages section of the 
school website.   

 

Many students were involved in delivering mini language lessons to classes.  They taught classes a little of the language 
they speak at home and also some facts about their country of origin.  For some students this was a daunting thing to 
do and we would like to thank them for their excellent lessons.   
 

The book group were treated to a calligraphy lesson by Mr Huang in the library on Wednesday lunch time, while staff 
took part in a Salsa dance workshop offered by Mrs Gonzalez.  Staff were also treated to a French breakfast in the 
staffroom at break time on Monday.   
 

Higher and Advanced Higher French and Spanish classes joined forces for a          
translation duel.  Pupils were split into groups and asked to translate a poem into 
English and justify their choice of language.  French classes translated  Décembre by 
Emile  Verhaeren and Spanish classes translated 2 short poems by Jorge Guiién.    
Winning translations are displayed in the Modern Languages corridor at school.   
 

We were delighted to welcome Councillor Nigel Bagshaw and Stéphie Plaçais from 
Le Français En Ecosse to Broughton to talk to S4 and 5 students about careers using 
languages.   They were joined by Mr Seywright from the Maths  department, who 
speaks fluent Italian and described his adventures in Italy before becoming a teacher.    
 

Page 4 

 

Business Language Champions 

 
Mr Huang’s S3 Mandarin class have become Business      
Language Champions.  They have established a partnership 
with the Hilton Hotel (airport) and on 27 October they     
visited the hotel for a series of employability workshops.   

 

They were given a tour of the hotel, learned about CV 
writing, presentation skills and  business etiquette in   
China.  In return the pupils taught the staff some basic 
language which they can use in their day to day dealings 
with customers.   



Spanish Film Festival 
 

On 9 October our Higher and Advanced Higher Spanish classes saw En Tierra Extraña at the Spanish Film 
Festival.  The documentary described the experiences of many Spaniards, young and old, who have travelled to 
Edinburgh in search of work due to the economic downturn in Spain.  We were extremely privileged to hear from 
the director, Icíar Bollaín,  who was present to discuss her film and take questions from the audience. 
 

On 10 October S3 students saw 5  Años  y un Día, a film by director Gracia Querejeta.   The film describes the        
experiences of Margo who is struggling to deal with her son, Jon, a rebellious and free-spirited teenager who runs 
with a bad crowd.  After Jon is expelled from school, Margo sends him to live with his grandfather.  The film was 
hard-hitting and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. 
 

Sign Language Classes 
 

In January a group of 14 pupils will take part in sign language classes provided by Carole Wallace, a signer at      
Donaldson’s School for the Deaf in Linlithgow.  Carole presented a workshop for S1 students during the                
Celebration of Languages week and many pupils requested the opportunity to learn more about signing.            
Classes will start for the students involved on Friday 16 January at 1pm. 
 

Interdisciplinary Learning 
 

During our first Interdisciplinary Learning rota, both classes were given opportunities to use the Spanish they had 
been learning by interviewing people in local businesses.  We visited The Tourist Office in Princes Street, Serrano y 
Manchego in Leith Walk and The Consulado Español in North Castle Street.  Broughton pupils interviewed          
employees and asked them their opinions of Edinburgh.  They used the photos and videos they took in their final 

showcase presentations. 
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Dance Department 
Broughton High School's S5 Specialist Dancers will have the honour of being guest performers in 
the Dance Quest Show at The Festival Theatre on 14 January 2015.  Dancers will be performing the 
dance which they choreographed based on the experiences, emotions and reflections from a  
recent school trip to the Battlefields of France and Belgium.  
 

Dance Quest is in partnership with Prince’s Trust for Children in the Arts, The Big Lottery Funding, 
Dance Base, the Festival Theatre and supported by Edinburgh’s Creative Arts and Learning team. 
The project is designed to make dance more accessible to school pupils and give them an          
opportunity to be part of the creative process as well as a performance. There are a total of nineteen Edinburgh Schools        
participating in the project and performing their finished piece on the largest stage in Scotland!  Our specialist dancers 
are very honoured to be invited to be one of the three guest performers at this fantastic event, please wish them well.  
 

 

Music Department 
 

It has been an exceptionally busy time for the Music Department this term!    
 

On Tuesday 16 December the term was rounded off with a fantastic night of music and song at the 
annual Christmas  Concert featuring pupils from S1-S6 in a variety of settings.    

 

At the start of December, a group of pupils and staff attended a performance of the musical Wicked at the Playhouse  
Theatre and at the end of term pupils participated in carol singing in the local community. 
 

In October, the ever popular House Music Competition saw the emergence of new talent as well as more established   
performers all of whom provided the audience with excellent night’s entertainment.  As ever, the Novelty Acts category 
brought the house down with their innovative displays of creative performance to the sounds of well known tunes!  The 
judges from Forth 1 were suitably impressed and found the task of awarding individual prizes a very difficult one with   
Raeburn House crowned as the overall winners of the cup this year.  Many congratulations to all the finalists who took 

part in this event.  
 

Merry Christmas from the Music Department. 



SOCIAL STUDIES 
Good news from the Amnesty Group! 

On Friday 11 December the Amnesty Group organised a very successful ceilidh:    
Everything from securing 20 litres of soup from an outside organisation for nothing, 
to organising a ceilidh band, a raffle, stalls for food and soft drinks, and having a 
fantastic evening of entertainment! 
 

Thanks to staff for supporting:  Mr Seywright, Mr O’Regan, Mr Cairns and Callum, to 
the Art Department for allowing pupils to create decorations, the janitors and    
kitchen staff and the following pupils who were wholly or partially involved: 

 

Thomas Erskine, Emily Ruuskannen, Lucie Duffy, Katherine 
Wright, Eda Inal, Anna Djordjevic, Cara Targett-Ness, Olivia Marshall, Helen Hunter, Olivia Moore, 
Aoife Fisher, Tallulah Grieve, Karolina Gorazdowska, Samantha Cazaly, Dorka Kaare, Kirsty Hughes, 
Lorna Robb, Larissa Hamilton, Eilidh Keddie, Ellie Simpson, Jack Curran, Lewis McGlaughlin, Ewan 
McLaughlin, Wallace Calvert, Keir Logan, Max Lamprecht, Finlay Johnson, Caillan Mitchell. 
 

The event was primarily to highlight Human rights day-but the group have raised an  amazing £400 
on the night which takes the total to approximately £1600 for the last 4 events they have             

organised. 
 

Amnesty T Party: A brilliant event organised in October by the Amnesty group. This event raised 
over £500 by pupils. 

 

Edinburgh Book Festival Visit 
 

Pupils and staff from Broughton had the wonderful opportunity to attend Malala’s 
talk at the Edinburgh Book Festival in August.  Introduced by JK Rowling, the Harry 
Potter author spoke about her own admiration for the courage shown by Malala and 
how privileged she was to be at the event - a sentiment echoed by all who were   
present. 
 

Malala Yousafzai was Born in Swat Valley, Pakistan in 1997, and started campaigning 
for education rights at only 9 years old. 
 

In 2009 she wrote an anonymous BBC blog about life under the Taliban, the Diary of 
a  Pakistani Schoolgirl, in which she chronicled her hope to keep going to school, her 
fight for equal rights for girls and her fears for the future of Swat.  
 

On 25 August, pupils from Broughton High School had the privilege of going to The         
Edinburgh Book Festival to hear about the story of Malala. 
 

Malala’s life changed at age 15 when her life was threatened as she was shot by the  
Taliban on 9 October 2012, throwing her onto the world stage.    Malala’s father was 
an incredible influence on her  outlook, allowing her “to fly” and, unlike other     

women in her  society, Malala was  encouraged to be equal and develop 
her own  potential. 
 

 

Author Matt Haig’s event at the Book Festival was also very  inspirational 
for the Higher Philosophy and Psychology classes as he spoke about the 
morality of creating machines to replicate humans.     Pictured left is Callum 
Donaldson asking the author a question. 
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Psychology news -  visit to Dynamic Earth:  S3 and Higher Psychology pupils took part in a non-verbal               

communication workshop at Dynamic earth in November.  

Paintball: Again a highly successful outing during activity day in June for 40 pupils and staff and indoor paintball in 

Leith.  
 

Hydro Event:  Ssenior pupils took part in the referendum Hydro debate in Glasgow.  Mr Twigg said: the young    

people present, and not just our very own Broughton High school students, behaved impeccably.  Far from being      
disengaged the debate showed how well informed many of the young people of 

Scotland are and how much they want to 
be involved in the political debate taking 
place in this country. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We have also had visits from Marco Biagi MSP and Sarah Boyack MSP as well as BBC political reporter Ken MacDonald 
giving presentations to pupils in S6. 
 

 
Battlefields Trip 
 

17 October 2014 
 

Dear Folks 
 

We arrived home last night to ol’ Blighty.  Anyone who was not here can never be told, or imagine 
the happiness of the 4th Battalion of the Broughton Pals upon being reunited with their families and 
loved ones.  They cheered, and cried, and laughed and I’ve no doubt they will sleep for a week.  
Their recent trip to Belgium and France was emotional. 
 

Folks, it was wonderful. So full of feeling and meaning. 
 

Our division was deployed to the sleepy hamlet of Diksmuide and daily working parties left for the 
north and south salient, Hill 60, the Somme, Tyne Cot, and eventually Ypres. The trip was extremely 

well organised by Mercat Tours who expertly entwined the songs, poems, and stories of the age without them           
becoming overbearing and gimmicky. Our tour guide, Lizzie, was knowledgeable and approachable and she helped to 
enhance our experiences. 
 

There is no other trip I would rather have done than what we did.  Home would be nice, but Belgium and France         
experienced a great war exactly 100 years ago. And oh, such a war. 
 

Our pupils were phenomenal. They listened and were critical. T hey worked hard during long days.  And judging by the 
range of emotions throughout the trip, I think the experience will remain with them all.  I was proud of each and every 
single one of them.  For me, they made the trip. 
 

Finally, a huge thank you to our staff officers.  Major Mitchelhill and Captain Gristwood helped in all duties and made the 
whole trip incredible, enjoyable and, dare I say, effortless! 
 

Thank God, thank God, the war is over. I can imagine all the world is happy. The whole world owes a moment of real joy 
to the heroes who are not here to help enjoy it. 
 

I cannot write anymore, 
 
Colonel Seywright 
(Based on ‘A Letter from Paris, 11 Nov 1918’; Charles S. Normington) 
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Auschwitz Trip  

Back in June, two 6th year pupils, Katherine Wright and Alasdair Morton-Teng, were selected to go on a trip to      
Auschwitz.    You can read all about the trip by clicking here 

 

 

YPI winners:   Emily Pickup and Haiyang Hu- Living Well North Edinburgh. 

 

 

 

 

 

SPORT 
Table Tennis Club has thrived this year with it now being on 2 nights per week (Tuesday 
and Thursday).  It’s attracting between 20-30 pupils a week and a large number of 1st 
years have taken it up. There will be a Broughton Table Tennis Championships held in 
the new year that anyone can enter into, so keep your eyes peeled! 

 

It has been a successful start to the year for Broughton’s football teams. The S1 team are 2nd in the 
league and into the 4th round of the Scottish Shield. The S2s and S3s don’t have a team in the league 
this year but are also in round 4 of the Scottish Shield,  while the S4s and seniors are in the top 
halves of their leagues!  

Physical Activity/Health & Wellbeing Review Term 1 – 2014-15 
Basketball Teams – The high school was represented in the Scottish Cup at two age groups:  senior and U15 boys and 
girls.   All teams were a credit to their school and performed well in their respective matches. 

Staff v Pupils – This term the staff have prevailed over the senior pupils in both Volleyball and Football; hopefully the   
pupils put on a better showing in 2015. 

Septemberfest 2014 – Another fantastic year for SeptemberFest with just under 3000 people in attendance, it keeps   
getting better and better each year; a brilliant event run by the Broughton PTA – Looking forward to SeptemberFest 
2015! 

Active Schools Autumn Games – A very successful first event involving Primary 7s from 13 primary schools from the North 
of Edinburgh on 27 October. Well done again to all the winning primary schools. 

High School Extra-Curricular programme – a wide array of activities on offer for the student body and all clubs have been 
well attended once again. If pupils are interested membership forms can be found at the School Office. 

Wall of Sporting Achievement – this is new to the school and its objective is to celebrate all the sports-related successes 
within Broughton High School. So far we have discovered some hidden talents that we did not realise and which can now 
be celebrated by the whole school;  any more hidden talents please see Cara Target-Ness in S6. 

Hillend Ski/Snowboarding After School Clubs – Mr Grieve is delighted with how well these clubs have been going and all 
the pupils can’t wait for some real snow next March. For more information please see Mr Grieve. 

Broughton Community Sports Hub – it has been another successful year regarding club involvement with 
the Hub. More and more clubs are engaging with the Hub and helping to create pathways for pupils to   
progress from a high school  setting into club sport. 

http://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/images/Lessons_from_Auschwitz.pdf
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Punctuality 
 

Late-coming continues to be a problem for some students. This month we have had assemblies to stress the 
importance of being on time and highlighting the impact of regularly being late. 
 

 Missing out on information  

 Falling behind with work 

 Disrupting the learning of others 
 

From January, we are introducing an extra bell in the mornings and at lunch time. These bells will be rung 2 
minutes before the start of the school morning and afternoon sessions and are to support punctual arrival to classes.  
We’d be grateful if parents would support us by ensuring that your child leaves the house in plenty of time to get to school. 
The dark, cold mornings make it difficult to get up and out of the house, but this is such an important life skill and should be 
learned at school. 
 

Thank you for your support. 

School Uniform 
 

Thanks to all parents who have supported Broughton’s uniform policy this term. Our students look very smart and we regularly 
have members of the public commenting upon our students’ appearance. It’s good to see our youngsters out and about in the 
community representing Broughton with pride. As always, your support is needed to ensure that these high standards are  
continued throughout the winter, and so a reminder about our uniform follows. 
 

Girls        Boys 
Black trousers or skirt- NO leggings permitted   Black trousers 
White shirt and tie      White shirt and tie 
Blazer, black jumper or cardigan     Blazer or black jumper 
Black shoes       Black shoes 
 

School Uniform can be bought from Superlogo, 24-26 Coburg Street, Edinburgh, EH6 6HB, 0131 555 6940, 
www.superlogo.co.uk  
Parents in receipt of clothes vouchers can also order the uniform through the School Office. 

Coming up in 2015….. 

New extra-curricular activities – next year we are hoping to add some new activities to the programme starting with      
Ultimate Frisbee and Athletics. 
 

Staff v pupils – the pupils will be looking to avenge the staff by taking them on at basketball, football and dodgeball; watch 
this space! 
 

Annual Charity Overnight Sport-a-thon – On Friday 27 March, S5/S6 pupils will embark on an overnight sports challenge to 

raise money for a local charity;  last year they raised a fantastic £1387! 
 

Ski/Snowboarding Trip to France – In March, S1-S3 pupils will travel to France to sample some real slopes; for more         
information contact Mr Grieve in the PE Department. 
 

Community Sports Hub Holiday Camps – the holiday programme at Broughton has been a massive success; this continues 
in 2015: 
 

P5/P2 February Camp = 56th – 58th from 50 – 52noon 
P3 – P7 Easter Camp = 7 – 50 April from 50 – 3pm 
P3 – P7 Summer Camp = 20 – 24 July from 50 – 3pm 
P5/P2 Summer Camp = dates TBC from 50 -52noon 
 

My Journey to Broughton High School on 13 May 10: 12noon – the 3rd annual event for P3/P4 pupils from the primary 
schools to come to the high school and sample some activities, make new friends and maybe take their first look at the 
high school. 
 

P7 Transition Sports Day on 21 May – An opportunity for all P7s from the cluster primary schools and neighbouring primary 
schools to attend Broughton High School for a day of sport. 
 

Active Schools Games @ the Hub (Primary Schools) 2015 on 9 June – annual Primary school event for all P6 classes in    
Edinburgh. This is held at Forrester High School and has received national press and recognition for the impact it has made. 
Active Schools Games @ the Hub (Secondary Schools) 2015 – on the back of the primary school event, a secondary Games 
@ the Hub was held in 2014 and had the same kind of success, so there will be another event in 2015 – date TBC. 



 

Broughton High School Twitter and Facebook 

We have official Broughton High School Facebook and Twitter accounts.   

Contact Details: 

Broughton High School  

29 East Fettes Avenue 

Edinburgh EH4 1EG 
 

0131 332 7805  admin@broughton.edin.sch.uk  www.broughton.edin.sch.uk  
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https://twitter.com/BroHighOfficial  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Broughton-High-School/96241823763?ref=hl 

Curriculum Fairs 
 

Our Curriculum for Fair for S4 students took place on December 4 when learners had 
the opportunity to find out about the wide range of subjects  available at Broughton. 
 

Teachers, parents and senior students manned stalls and provided information about 
subject    content and careers progress on.  It was a busy and vibrant afternoon.  Our 
learners said that it was an  informative and useful way to find out about  courses on 
offer in S5 and S6. 

 

 
 
Our next Curriculum Fair for S2 students is on   
 Wednesday 21 January.  
 

 You can find out about course choice at Broughton on our school website:                        

Our School/Curriculum/Course Choice or click here. 

https://twitter.com/BroHighOfficial
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Broughton-High-School/96241823763?ref=hl
http://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/curriculum/course-choice-s4.html

