
2025 Frequently Asked Questions 
 Primary 7- S1 Transition 

 
I would like as much information as possible - emails, info sessions, transition events with my 
child, contact info for who I can approach with different issues if necessary? 
Please check the Broughton High School website regularly for details of any upcoming transition 
events. 
 
Our S1 Broughton High School Handbook and other information can also be accessed here. 
https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/parents/p7-s1-transition/  
 
Contact details for our Curriculum Leaders, Support for Learning Leaders and Senior Leaders 
can all be found on the Broughton High School website.  
https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/parents/p7-s1-transition/ 
https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/school/slt/   
  
 
What time does the school day start and end? 
Pupils MUST arrive in school by 8.30am for registration. 
Lunchtime is from 1.05 – 1.50pm. 
School finishes at 3.30pm Monday to Thursday and 12.15pm on Fridays. 
School times 

• 8.30 – 8.40 – Registration 

• 8.40 – 9.30 – Period 1 

• 9.30 – 10.20 – Period 2 

• 10.20 – 10.35 – Break 

• 10.35 – 11.25 – Period 3 

• 11.25 – 12.15 – Period 4 

• 12.15 – 1.05 – Period 5 

• 1.05 – 1.50 – Lunch 

• 1.50 – 2.40 – Period 6 

• 2.40 – 3.30 – Period 7 
 
 
When and how long is break and lunch? 
Break is from 10:20 to 10:35 and is fifteen minutes long. Lunch starts at 1:05 and finishes at 
1:50 and is 45 minutes long. 
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What does a typical day looks like?  
Please see example S1 timetable below.  

 
 
How many hours of each subject do they get? 
See example timetable above. 
 
Additional Support Needs facilities and options available 
If your child has Additional Support Needs appropriate information will be shared between the 
primary school and our Support for Learning team during P7 and before they start in S1.  Where 
appropriate, additional support can be planned for and discussed at a joint transition planning 
meeting organised by your child’s primary school during P7.  We can then discuss and agree 
which supports we can offer your child.  
 
Clubs available 
The list of ‘Wider Achievement’ clubs and activities available this year are on the website and 
give parents and pupils an idea of what could be on offer next year. 
https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/pupils/wider-achievement/ 
 
 
How many pupils are in classes? 

• Practical classes have a maximum of 20 pupils.  

• Non practical classes range between 24 to 30 pupils. 
 
What welfare provisions are in place? 

• Pupils attend one Personal Social Education class per week with their Pupil Support 
Leader/Guidance teacher.  

https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/pupils/wider-achievement/


• We monitor attendance of our young people every period. If your child is not in class 
and we do not know the reason why, the first contact parent/carer will receive a text 
message to inform. Please reply to this message giving the reason for your child’s 
absence.  https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/attendance-punctuality/ 

• Each child has a Registration Tutor who is an adult who sees them every day for 10 
minutes during Registration. They monitor attendance and welfare of pupils. 

• Each child has a Guidance Teacher/Pupil Support Leader who oversees the wellbeing of 
each pupil in their House 

• We have a Welfare team which includes our school First Aiders. We store and 
administer medications in our Welfare room in line with Health Care Plans. 

• Staff complete ‘Wellbeing Concern Forms’ whenever applicable. These are passed to the 
pupil’s Guidance Teacher/Pupil Support Leader or Deputy Head Teacher Pupil Support. 

 
How do we find out about additional learning support provision at BHS and ensure our child 
can access this when they move? 
Will pupils be able to access an enhanced transition? 
If your child has Additional Support Needs, appropriate information will be shared between the 
primary school and our Support for Learning team during P7 and before they start in S1.  
Where appropriate, additional support can be planned for and discussed at a joint transition 
planning meeting organised by your child’s primary school during P7.   
We can then discuss and agree what support we can offer your child.   If your child requires an 
enhanced transition, we will be advised by primary school staff and your child will be included 
in this programme. 
 
 
How is bullying monitored? 
Bullying is monitored using the following procedure. 
https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2024/06/Broughton_High_School_and_cluster_Anti-
Bullying_and_Equalities_Procedures_2021-24.pdf 
 
Are children streamed and grouped into sets for each subject and if so, is this based on 
academic performance at primary or are they tested once at secondary? 
Subject teachers usually complete baseline assessments with S1 pupils.  Curriculum Leaders will 
analyse primary transition data to decide on appropriate groupings and on any adjustments 
required to classes. 
Maths classes are streamed for S1 pupils.   English and all other S1 classes are mixed ability. 
 
Do children keep their current school ipads? 
Yes. If your child is coming from a CEC primary school, Broughton HS staff will receive their iPad 
before the summer holidays.  Our ICT team will then update and reissue your child’s iPad within 
the first few weeks of S1. 
If your child attends an out of catchment school in P7, they will be allocated a CEC iPad within 
the first few weeks of S1. 

https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Broughton_High_School_and_cluster_Anti-Bullying_and_Equalities_Procedures_2021-24.pdf
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What tech do they need for high school? 
Each S1 pupil at Broughton will have access to a 1:1 device i.e. an iPad.  No other technology 
required. 
 
 
Do we receive a letter asking to apply or is it automatic?  
If you live within the Broughton High School catchment area your child will be automatically 
allocated a place in the school, and you will receive a letter around November in P7.  If you do 
not live in the catchment area your child will be allocated a place at their catchment school.  If 
you would like to apply for a place at Broughton High School, a Non-Catchment Placing Request 
should be submitted. 
Unfortunately, schools cannot process P7 placing requests into S1 as these will be dealt with 
centrally by Grant, Awards and Placements until August of the session.   Full details on placing 
in schools can be found in this ‘Placing in Schools‘ booklet. 
 
School Placements 
Please do not contact Broughton High School directly. All queries regarding  P7 placing requests 
should be forwarded to:  school.placements@edinburgh.gov.uk 
Tel:  0131 469 3033 
 
 
Do people that don’t live in the catchment area get to go to Broughton High School? 
If you live within the Broughton High School catchment area your child will be automatically 
allocated a place in the school. 
 If you do not live in the catchment area your child will automatically be allocated a place at 
their catchment school.  If you would like to apply for a place at Broughton High School, a Non-
Catchment Placing Request should be submitted. 
 
 
School Catchment Areas 
If you would like information about catchment areas please 
contact:  school.catchments@edinburgh.gov.uk Tel:  0131 469 3351 
There is also the opportunity for parents to fill in an online Out of Catchment form on the 
website: 
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20256/school_places/1375/school_placing_requests 
 
 
What can children do at breaks? 
They can be indoors on the ground floor in the Hub area or outdoors. We have pitches available 
if pupils want to play football. 
We have alternative spaces available on an invitation basis for pupils who have Additional 
Support Needs. 
 

https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Placing_in_schools_guide_Oct_18.pdf
mailto:school.placements@edinburgh.gov.uk
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Who can the children/the parents speak to if unhappy? 
Your first point of contact is your child’s Pupil Support Leader (Guidance Teacher). Contact 
details for our Pupil Support Leaders, Curriculum Leaders, Support for Learning Leaders and 
Senior Leaders can be found on the Broughton High School website.  
 
 
 
 
 
How strict is the dress code? 
You can find out details of the dress code on the website  
https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/school/uniform/ 
 
Are shorts allowed? 
Black knee length shorts can now be worn in warm weather. We recently completed a review 
of our Uniform Policy.  We have adapted and modified this over a two-year period.  
 
What kind of school lunches are there? 
You can find out about school lunches on the website 
(https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/parents/parents-faqs/)  
 
Are there vegan or halal lunches? 
You can find out about school lunches on the website 
(https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/parents/parents-faqs/) 
 
Are we allowed to leave the school grounds at break and lunchtime (ie walk to Waitrose or 
Stockbridge)? 
We do not allow S1 pupils to leave school during break and lunchtime. 
 S1-S4 pupils are not to leave the school grounds during breaktime (senior pupils only)  
 
How do we pay for school lunches? 
You can find out how to pay for school lunches on the school website 
(https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/parents/parents-faqs/) 
 
How do we get put into classes & houses 
We look at information receive from your primary school allocate pupils to classes and houses 
based on a number of factors.  
 
Will you be put in the same house as older siblings? 
We endeavor to do this, yes.  Sometimes it is not possible for various reasons.  
 
How many people go to Broughton High School? 
We currently have a total of 1278 pupils 
 

https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/school/uniform/
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Are the teachers strict / nice? 
Our teachers and staff are caring and kind. They have high expectations of our pupils and 
expect everyone to be ‘Ready, Respectful and Safe’.  
 
Where are the registration rooms? 
Registration rooms are located throughout the building. They are normal classrooms.  Usually, 
your registration teacher’s room will be in their subject teaching area. 
 
How long are lessons? 
Lessons are 50 minutes long each, sometimes you have double lessons (2x 50minute sessions 
joined together). For example PE and IDL (Interdisciplinary learning). 
 
 
When will my specialist football, dance or music periods be? 
You will be given your new S1 timetable which will show the periods you have your specialist 
subject time. 
 
How do you get to your classes? 
You can find a simplified school map in the S1 Handbook 
(https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/parents/p7-s1-transition/) 
 
What happens if you get lost? 
You can ask any adult how to get to a class, go to Guidance Base or Learning Base and they will 
help you. 
 
How long do you have between classes? 
You should try to get to your next class as quickly as possible, teachers only have 50 minutes for 
each lesson and you will miss the start of the lesson if you are late.  
 
What happens if you are late for class? 
If you are late because you got a little bit lost initially that’s ok and understandable!  
You will be marked ‘LAT’ on the register and your teacher will remind you to be ‘Ready’ and get 
to class on time. 
Our school will send out a monthly update to parents/carers regarding each pupil’s attendance 
and lateness. If there is a pattern of lateness to lessons we will work with you and your 
parent/carer to come up with solutions.  It is each pupil’s responsibility to arrive to class on 
time. If you are delayed because of another reason you will be given a note. 
 
Are the toilets locked during lessons? 
Some toilets are locked but there are ‘single’ toilets available in each department. 
 
How much homework is sent out? 
You will be expected to complete homework set by your class teachers on time. Homework is 
not an ‘extra’ but is regarded as part of your schoolwork.  Homework can take any shapes and 

https://www.broughton.edin.sch.uk/parents/p7-s1-transition/


forms. Each subject area decides what homework to set and  deadlines. Homework may be 
completed in the Library after school. 
 
 
What are the science rooms like? 
We have lovely science classrooms or ‘labs’ as they are sometimes known.  They have lockable 
cupboards, high tables and chairs.  
 
How long are the school trips to France and Spain? 
The duration of each school trip differs. Please speak to your languages (French or Spanish) 
teacher for further information. 
 
Is there a school football team? 
Yes, there is a Broughton HS Football team. Speak to the PE department for more information. 
Updates can also be found on the PE Department’s ‘X’ account (formerly Twitter)  
 
How do you get a locker? 
Lockers are leased to students, subject to availability, for the duration of their time at 
Broughton.  £10 is payable on collection of a locker key and £5 repaid on return of the locker 
key at the end of their time at Broughton providing the locker is empty, clean and undamaged.  
Lost keys will result in the £5 being forfeited and the same procedure will begin again if another 
locker is required.  A sheet with “Locker Rules” should be read and signed before a locker is 
given.   Your Registration teacher will give you more details.  
 
If you are in the football academy are you guaranteed a place at Broughton High School? 
If you have been allocated a SFA  specialist football space following successful trials,  you will 
automatically have a place at Broughton HS. 
 
When do we start doing exams? 
In S4, in S5 and S6 if you are doing National 5, Higher or Advanced Highers you will sit exams. 
If you are a specialist Dancer, Footballer or Musician you may sit exams earlier in S3.  If you 
speak another language you may also sit an exam earlier then in S4. 
 
I have dyslexia, will I see a support for learning teacher? 
Not necessarily. You might be placed in one of our SfL English classes. Your subject class 
teachers will also make adjustments to ensure that you can access the work. 
If I am not good at something, will I get extra help? 
Of course, we have lots of people who can help you. Speak to your Guidance teacher in the first 
instance. They may then contact our SfL team to discuss potential supports. 
 


