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House Namesake Slavery Links 

In the last edition of the Broughton Scope, I 
wrote a profile on Isabel Thorne, the namesake 
of Thorne house, and I thought it would be 
interesting to do similar profiles on who the 
other houses are named after. Yet as I started 
to research, I found out something rather 
damning: two out of five of the houses' 
namesakes profited from the slave trade.

Raeburn House is named after Henry Raeburn, 
a painter born in Stockbridge in 1756, who was 
commissioned to paint portraits of the British 
elite. Many of the upper-class Brits he painted 
were slave owners, and he was appointed to 
oversee the sale of a plantation in Jamaica 
where 87 people were enslaved.

Adam House is named after architect Robert 
Adam born in 1728 in Kirkcaldy, who designed 
stately homes for the rich and powerful. Many 
of whom were slave traders, such as 
Auchincruive House for Richard Oswald, who 
earned the money for the house from slave 
trading and Harewood House, built for the 
Lascelles family, who accumulated their riches 
through owning plantations.

Whilst most people probably don’t know who 
the houses are named after (I didn’t until I 
started researching) and some associate the 
houses names with other things, such as Napier 
university or Raeburn place, there is an 
argument here that the names need serious 
reform. We are supposed to be motivated and 
inspired by whoever the houses are named 
after, but how are we meant to be inspired by 
people involved in such cruelty?

Cara Bellia – S4

A year or so ago, there was a vote for 
whether the houses should be renamed. I 
agreed with renaming the houses as did 
many people I know but thought all the 
names suggested didn't quite fit, being that 
of rivers and islands. I think it might be a 
good idea to think about changing the house 
names, to more modern Scottish figures, 
who created real change.

However, I understand changing house 
names can be confusing and we are all used 
to them. One suggestion I have is to change 
who and what we associate some of the 
more controversial names with, to less 
disputable figures. For example, Agnes 
Raeburn, a painter who lived in Glasgow and 
Edinburgh and is not related to Henry 
Raeburn. As well as the  poet and 
photographer Helen Adam, from Glasgow, 
who studied at the University of Edinburgh.
No matter the solution, one thing is clear: 
having houses named after people who 
were involved with atrocities like slave 
trading is simply unacceptable and needs to 
change.
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Note from the Editor – Alasdair Price

Autumn Activity Ideas 

You may have noticed the nights getting colder 
and the leaves turning. Maybe you have 
switched the heating on. This is all, of course, a 
result of autumn. Many might find themselves 
wondering what to do with their day in the rain 
and wind, so if this is true in your case, here are 
some ideas for autumnal activities to get 
yourself in the seasonal spirit. 

Lucy Renfrew – S1
▪ Take a walk
▪ Go to a book shop  
▪ Bake something with cinnamon
▪ Visit a pumpkin patch
▪ Get / make a hot drink  
▪ Read an autumn book  
• Sit around a camp fire
• Take a day trip
• Go trick or treating 
• Make a playlist of autumn songs
• Collect conkers
• Do some Autumn crafts
• Halloween movie night   See below for 

Gayle and Wil’s film recommendations. 

Halloween Film Recommendations 

Gayle Blake and Wil Honeybone – S5

Junior film recommendations:

Ghostbusters: For a movie that has laughable 

special effects it still holds up. I found myself 

liking the jokes in the film. Not perfect, but 

still a very good movie. - G

Corpse Bride: In my opinion, this is Tim 

Burton’s most underrated film, the story is 

good, the animation even better and I am still 

in awe of the many sets both above and 

below the ground. – G

Paranorman: A great family film. Nicely 

animated and perfect for when you want a 

Halloween film to watch with your parents. -

W

Senior film recommendations:

Carved: I watched this film knowing it would 

suck, I mean, a radioactive pumpkin that goes 

on a killing spree? That can’t be good. Even 

though it’s horror relies on gore, it is still fun. 

Probably not for everyone though. - G

Re-animator: One of my all-time favourite 

movies. It’s campy, gory, fun. If you like 

bloody, sci-fi horror or Frankenstein-type 

stories this one’s definitely for you. -W

Donnie Darko: An absolute classic. It’s a 

mind-bending Halloween film with some 

genuinely scary parts and a must-watch for 

any movie fan. Just be prepared to watch a 

bunch of ‘ending explained’ videos 

afterwards. - W

Hello and welcome to the second issue of the 
Broughton Scope. This issue is ready to help 
you get ready for Autumn, Winter and 
Halloween. We also hear about a number of 
great clubs and opportunities in the school 
such as BRO Enterprise, the RRSA group and 
the Debate club.

My name is Alasdair; I am in S1 and I love 
swimming, reading, and playing with Lego. I
am really enjoying Broughton so far. My 
favourite subject is CDT and BIT but it was 
hard to choose between all of them. I am 
really thankful for all the people involved in 
getting me to know the school so fast. So, sit 
back relax and enjoy this issue.
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Motion: This House would encourage you to 
join debate club  

Vanessa Zupnik – S5

HEADLINE

Broughton’s Debate Club has been up and 
running over the last few years. Led by Ms 
Basso De Marc, pupils attend during Tuesday 
lunchtimes to enjoy and partake in friendly 
debates against each other. But what exactly is 
debate? Well, in short, debate is an organised 
discussion where people try to persuade others 
towards their point of view. There is a motion 
(topic) and two teams - side proposition 
(supporting the motion) and side opposition 
(arguing against the motion). With the 
versatility of motions, the wonderful friends 
you can make and the many things you can 
learn, debate is a great opportunity to develop 
personal skills like critical thinking and problem 
solving all while having fun!

To find out a little more about Broughton’s 
debate club, I decided to ask Ms Basso de Marc 
along with Vaish and Hazel some questions 
about their own experience with debating.

What inspired you to create the debate club?
Ms Basso de Marc: I've been running debate 
clubs for as long as I've been teaching because 
I'm passionate about oracy. Debating is such a 
powerful tool, and the skills you learn while 
debating are invaluable. Some of the debaters 
might enjoy an informal discussion at 
lunchtime, and the fact that they've stood up 
and spoke out loud, might make them more 
confident in their own opinions, and in public 
speaking. Debating also encourages young 
people to engage in current affairs and politics, 
and it makes us all more well-rounded and 
knowledgeable.

What are your goals for the future of the 
debate club?
Ms Basso de Marc: I’m very proud of what 
we’ve achieved with the Debating Club in the 
last couple of years. Moving forward, we hope 
to do more house competitions, national 
competitions, and more friendly debates too. 
And we’d really like to recruit more S1-S3s!

What is your favourite aspect of debating?
Vaish: My favourite aspect of debating is how 
much you learn. Each debate challenges me to 
think critically, research deeply, and consider 
perspectives I might not have thought about 
before. Most of all, I enjoying discussing 
complex ideas with passionate and intelligent 
debaters, which always leaves me feeling 
inspired and invigorated.

Why would you recommend debating to 
others?
Vaish: I would recommend debating because it 
genuinely transforms the way you think and 
communicate. You learn to think quickly on your 
feet, articulate complex ideas effectively, and 
speak persuasively even under pressure. Beyond 
that, researching motions has made me much 
more informed about global issues and current 
affairs. Debating doesn’t just improve your 
public speaking; it fosters a genuine curiosity 
for knowledge.

What inspired you to partake in debating?
Hazel: I’ve always loved discussing big ideas 
and challenging myself to see different sides of 
an issue. The thought of being able to build 
arguments, think on my feet, and speak 
confidently in front of others excited me. 

How do you use the skills acquired from 
debating in your daily life?
Hazel: Debating has completely transformed 
how I think and communicate. It’s helped me 
become more confident speaking up, whether 
in class, or in everyday conversations. I now 
approach problems more critically and can 
clearly express my ideas under pressure.
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Save BRO Enterprise 

Cara Bellia – S4

Broughton Enterprise is a club in the school, 
originally set up to tackle isolation and 
loneliness in the community. It has been 
running since 2017 and has roughly 20 
members, and makes a significant difference in 
the local area. But what exactly does the group 
do?

Well, they sell baked goods (notably the 
absolutely delicious brownies!) soaps, sugar 
scrubs and other products made by students at 
markets. Then they donate the profits to local 
charities, such as Fresh Start, and Scran 
Academy. As well as raising a lot of money for 
charity, they have won countless social 
enterprise award. Previously, they have catered 
for school concerts, hosted activities for locals, 
started a penpal scheme with seniors from the 
local old folks' home, and so much more!

However, the leader Nadia is leaving, and the 
club may not run after the October holidays. 
The enterprise has created such a positive 
change over the 8 years it has run for, and has 
given students valuable experience in working 
in a kitchen, teamwork, and customer service, 

which can prepare them for careers after they 

leave school. It is also just being incredibly fun 

to be a part of, fosters a sense of community 

for the students involved, and many students 

are planning on using their hours at the club for 

the Duke of Edinburgh award and the Saltire 

award.

If any staff would be interested in the 

rewarding experience of running this award-

winning enterprise or if any pupils or teachers 

know anyone willing to help, please speak to 

Ms Porter, as this incredible opportunity may 

not continue running otherwise. Thank you to 

Nadia for running Bro Enterprise, we wish you 

all the best!

Join the RRSA Group 

Gina Sanderson– S5

The Rights Respecting School Award (RRSA) is 

a UNICEFF award which is led by pupils to 

embrace and protect children's rights within 

schools around the UK. Currently Broughton 

has the bronze award but is aiming to achieve 

silver, but to do so the group needs more 

members!

The group doesn't meet every week, dates 

when we are meeting are posted on Teams, 

meaning you can still stay in the groups 

you've already joined as we know its late in 

the year and most people have already found  

fun groups to be a part of. The group is also 
very beneficial as you can do the level 5 and 
6 leadership awards with it (s5 and s6’s 
only) and it helps develop your public 
speaking and confidence as well as looking 
great on university applications! We know 
not everyone wants to be the face of the 
group so you wouldn't have to be, there is 
background work which can be done, yet 
there is also lots of work which needs to be 
done at the front too! Within the group you 
could: help write the SWAYs, make posters 
sharing information, arranging activates for 
registration classes to do or just helping 
organise our next month!  So, pop along on 
the Wednesday  12th of November, to help 
plan world children's day.
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We don’t want to buy mince pies in September

Fraser Whitmore – S5

HEADLINE

I like Christmas. You probably like Christmas. 
Even if you don't, it's nice to see other people 
celebrating, and the festive mood makes the 
time of year feel really special.

Let me clarify. I like Christmas in DECEMBER. 
Maybe November, if you have to. But not, 
unlike big shopping stores, in September. 
Sainsbury's had its Christmas stuff out by the 
third. Tesco followed suit. Now Aldi, Waitrose 
and Lidl also have theirs out. Let me remind you 
- three months until Christmas. Three months. 
This isn't about festive cheer, making the 
excitement last longer, or having time to prep. 
This is ruthless profiteering.

Now, I understand that some people are eager 
for something to celebrate, especially with the 
year we've been having. We all need something 
to get excited about. But when Christmas stuff 
is being shoved down your throat while its 
barely even autumn, it gets the holiday off to a 
bad start. I don't know about you, but I don’t  
want my first encounter with Christmas to be 
an exhausted eye roll at the shamelessness of 
big retailers.

Another issue: what about Halloween? Fair 
enough. Not everybody likes it a much as 

Christmas, but it comes a full 2 months before 
that holiday. When the Christmas decor is up 
before the Halloween decor, maybe they've 
gone too far? Having festive decor and food up 
this prematurely smothers other holidays, and 
means by the time we finally make it to actual 
Christmas we're all tired of the snowflakes and 
Santas.

These brands help lots of people with their 
celebrations. Whether you don't have time to 
cook Christmas food from scratch, or can't 
afford to spend extortionate amounts on stuff 
you'll use once a year, they are undeniably 
useful. But they show their true motives at 
times like these. They are profit hungry, 
calculated machines that don't mind turning an 
eagerly anticipated holiday into an overdone 
commercialist slog. At least wait until the 
Halloween tat comes down please.

Puzzle Time – Alasdair Price – S1

Puzzles are a wonderful way to get your brain 
thinking and being creative. This puzzle is a 
sudoku. It is a number problem that counts on 
you being able to count numbers when not in 
order. 

The way to solve it is to make sure that all the 
numbers 1 to 9 are placed in each row, 
column, and box. You can’t repeat a number 
in any given row, column or box. Give it a go! 
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Does Paracetamol Really Cause Autism? 

Cara Bellia – S4  

On the 21st of September, at right wing political 
figure Charlie Kirk’s funeral, Donald Trump 
claimed to have ‘found an answer to autism’ 
and how to ‘get people to stop having it.’ What 
he said causes it: Tylenol, the American name 
for paracetamol. Seriously? Paracetamol is the 
only painkiller that women can take during 
pregnancy, and roughly 21.5% of pregnant 
women do, whereas 1-2% of the population are 
autistic. The claims that Tylenol, which wasn’t 
even invented when autism was first 
diagnosed, is the sole cause is inaccurate and 
not backed up by science. A major study 
conducted in Sweden in 2024, involving 2.4 
million children found no link between 
paracetamol use in pregnancy and increased 
rates of autism. This looks, to me, like an 
attempt to scare pregnant women and try to 
control their bodies even further, as well as 
create fear and stigma surrounding autism.

The UK government responded to Trump’s 
claims by stating on the gov.uk website, ‘there 
is no evidence that taking paracetamol during 
pregnancy causes autism in children.’ As well as 
that, the health secretary Wes Streeting, urged 
UK citizens to ‘trust doctors and scientists over 
Trump’.

But what exactly is the cause of autism? 
Numerous studies have found that 80-90% of 
cases of autism are caused by genetics.  

Children with autistic parents are nine times 

more likely to be autistic, and children with 

parents who have another neurological 

condition are 4.7 times more likely.

Why is there a sudden increase in autism? 

Well, there’s not, just an increase of people 

getting diagnosed. Autism has existed for as 

long as humanity has, but was first diagnosed 

in 1942. Awareness of autism and other forms 

of neurodivergence, such as ADHD, OCD and 

dyslexia have massively increased in the past 

decade. For years, many only had a very 

stereotypical view of autism symptoms, and it 

was thought that 4 times more boys were 

autistic than girls, which created barriers for 

girls and women to get taken seriously by 

doctors if they thought they might be autistic. 

This has since been disproven, and scientists 

now believe autism rates are equal across 

genders. Research and people’s attitudes have 

come a long way, so many more people are 

able to access the support they need.

Autism is not a disease to be eradicated; it is a 

complex neurological condition that has a 

variety of causes and symptoms that are 

unique to each person. Instead of focusing on 

the causes and how to ‘cure’ autism, a 

condition that can’t be cured and doesn’t need 

to be, we should focus on supporting autistic 

people and building a more inclusive society.
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Why Should You Try to Join a Club 

Reel Hussein – S1  

Clubs are a part of school that many students 
overlook. But even joining just one can make a 
real difference - especially when it comes to 
your confidence, your friendships, and your 
future.

You don’t need to be super confident or have 
lots of free time. Just pick something 
you’re interested in and give it a go. Whether 
it’s art, sports, science, drama, or something 
new, one club can help you build skills that 
matter. 

One of the biggest benefits? You meet people. 
Not just classmates you already know, but 
students from other year groups who share 
your interests. Clubs make it easier to talk to 
others, work together, and feel more connected 
to school. It might sound cheesy, but it’s true 
joining a club can help you feel like you 
belong. 

Joining clubs also gives you lots of different 
experiences to help at school and later on in 
the world of work. Being part of a club shows 
you’re willing to try new things, work with 
others, and stick with something outside of 
class. That’s exactly what universities and 
employers are looking for. A 2024 study 
showed that students active in university clubs 
are 25% more likely to be seen as job-ready by 
employers. Another 2024 study found that 
students who take part in clubs show a 12–18% 
improvement in academic engagement and 
performance compared to those who don’t. 

But the best part? It gives you something to 
look forward to. When school feels like the 
same routine every day, having one club can 
break that up. It’s a chance to do something 
different, something fun, and something 
that’s just for you.

S1 students at Art Club 

Polish Club

You don’t need to join loads of clubs or take 
on a crucial role. Just try one. Stay if you like 
it. Leave if you don’t. But give it a chance!

Numeracy Corner 

Practice your countdown skills. Can you solve 
this – what’s your time? Answers are on 
display in the Maths Department. 
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Kiayla Bakes 

Kiayla Curry – S4 

HEADLINE

Spooky season is here! It’s time to bring out 
your spooky shows and costumes but while 
you're doing that you must be hungry. Why not 
try out these delicious brownies  filled with 
fudgy delightful goodness? With it having 9 
servings there will be plenty to share. Happy 
baking  This recipe has been produced by 
eatsdelightful.com

Fudge Brownies 

Ingredients: (serves 9)
113 grams of butter,100 grams of dark brown 
sugar,100 grams of granulated sugar,2 large 
eggs (room temperature),1teaspoon of vanilla 
extract,60 grams of all purpose flour,40 grams 
of cocoa powder,1/4 teaspoon of salt, ¼ 
teaspoon baking soda and 4 ounces of 
chocolate chips or chunks

Optional: Halloween sprinkles

Method
1. Preheat oven to 175.6 degrees Celsius and 

line your 8x8 inch brownie tin with 
parchment paper (leave some of the paper 
hanging from the side to make it easier to 
pull out your brownie)

2. Place your butter into a pot or microwave 
till melted. Once melted add in your 
granulated sugar and your brown sugar 
while it is still hot.

3. Now add in your eggs & vanilla extract to 
your sugar mix (WARNING! Let your sugar 
mix cool down for a few minutes before 
adding your egg or else it will cook your egg 
in the mix)

4. Fold in your cocoa powder, salt, flour, 
baking soda and chocolate chips to your 
wet mix

5. Pour your batter into your lined tin and you 
can choose to add toppings to your 
brownies (eg. like sprinkles) then put your 
tin into your preheated oven for 25-30 
minutes (if you have a fan oven, I 
recommend checking on your dish at 25 
minutes) Also if you like having a crackly top 
on your brownie sit it out for 10 minutes 
before baking it in the oven!

6. Allow the brownie to cool for 10-15 
minutes and transfer the brownie to a wired 
rack and then cut ( the shelf life is 3-5 days 
unless store in fridge which could be stored 
for up to a week)

Many thanks to this month’s contributors: Cara Bellia, Lucy Renfrew, 
Gayle Blake, Wil Honeybone, Vanessa Zupnik, Gina Sanderson, Fraser 
Whitmore, Reel Hussein and Kiayla Curry. 

And well done and thank you to this month’s editor: Alasdair Price. 
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