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New Year, New House!

It was known for the first few weeks of term as 
T house, but it finally has a name. You may 
have noticed (or even be part of) the new 
house at Broughton: Thorne house! The name 
of the house was selected from a list of pupil 
and staff suggestions after a vote by first and 
second year students, currently the only year 
groups in the house.

But where does the name come from? Well, 
Isabel Thorne, the house namesake, was born 
in 1834 in London. She began her career 
training to be a midwife, before joining the 
Edinburgh Seven group, seven women who 
were the first to study medicine at Edinburgh 
University. However their graduating process 
didn't run smoothly and was blocked by the 
university which lead to a legal battle! Isabel 
then left behind her dream of being a doctor 
and set out to campaign for the right for 
women to study medicine and help run the 
London school of medicine for women. 

Cara Bellia – S4

The house logo is purple, which is often 
associated with feminism and justice due to 
its use by the suffragettes, many of whom 
were inspired by Elizabeth. It has different 
medical equipment, such as a stethoscope 
and vaccination needles, to honour Isabel's 
work in the medical field.

"We are looking forward to our new house 
taking part in house competitions and being 
proud to be part of the house traditions at 
Broughton" said Thorne house pupil support 
leader, Ms Drummond on the matter.

Scotland’s Kilt-wearing heroes

Isobel Clarke – S5

On Saturday 13th September 110 thousand 
people took to the streets of London in a 
‘uniting the kingdom’ march - a protest fuelled 
by hatred and racism towards immigrants. 
Whilst the news sites headlined this, they 
forgot to mention the thousands of people who 
lined the bike paths of Edinburgh in the annual 
kilt walk. Olympic champion sir Chris Hoy and 
philanthropist Sir Tom Hunter led 8,500

Kiltwalkers in a walk that raised £1.5 million 
for 800 charities across Scotland. In the last 
ten years, over 216,00 people have taken 
part, raising £58 million for charities. 

Whilst it’s important to be aware of negative 
world events, remember that there are so 
many good people out there. Why not keep 
the momentum going and join a different 
charity event? If you are worried by 
something you see in the news, have a go at 
reading  www.goodnewsnetwork.org 

http://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/
http://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/
http://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/
http://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/
http://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/
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Note from the Editor – Cara Bellia  

Hello and welcome to the first ever edition of 
our brand-new school newspaper, the 
Broughton Scope! When creating our paper, we 
all decided we wanted it to be relevant, 
entertaining, and fresh, and I hope October’s 
issue reflects these values.

My name is Cara; I am currently in fourth year 
and am interested in writing, reading, and 
reporting on issues relevant to Broughton 
students. It is an honour to be the editor of our 
first ever publication!

Although this month’s edition doesn’t have a 
specific theme, from reading the articles, I 
sense a common thread of new beginnings, 
which is rather fitting for our first ever issue. 
From Isobel and Ellie’s advice for new students, 
to Fraser’s opinion piece on the iPad filter, we 
have plenty on offer this month. We also have 
Lucy and Amelie’s report on the school toilets, 
Ananyaa’s article on the protests in Nepal and 
Kiayla’s delicious apple cinnamon roll recipe, 

amongst other things, so we really have 
something for everyone!

I’d like to thank everyone who has written for 
this issue, every article that has been submitted 
has been brilliant. Thank you as well to staff 
who have provided information, and to Ms 
Mitchell, who has organised the newspaper. If 
you enjoy this edition and want to get involved, 
you can come along to the media room on 
Monday lunchtimes. Best of luck for the new 
school year, and happy reading!

World News

A major social media ban issued in Nepal on 
the 4th of September led to mass protests. 
However, the protests soon started to escalate 
into rallies against government behaviour, such 
as corruption, authoritarianism and nepotism. 
There have been longstanding issues with 
corruption within the government such as 
bribery and legalised corruption during the 
process of cabinet member selection and 
decision making. Many low levels of corruption 
have continued to affect the public. So, the 
youth of Nepal identifying themselves as “Gen 
Z” - have decided to protest this. So far, 
between 51 to 72 have lost their lives to their 
cause.

Ananyaa Sinha – S5 As a result, the prime minister K.P. Sharma Oli 
has resigned, and the parliament has been 
dissolved. The parliament building, was set on 
fire during the protests, along with several 
other government sites. These protests showed 
that the younger generation will not tolerate 
unjust treatment and systematic inequality. 

As a result, a new prime minister, former Chief 
justice, Sushila Karla has been appointed as 
interim prime minister. She is the first woman 
to become prime minister in Nepali history. The 
impact and consequences of this have been 
massive especially with the fire drawing 
international attention putting more pressure 
on the government, which eventually lead to 
KP Sharma Oli’s resignation.
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Should toilets be available during lessons? 

Lucy Renfrew and Amelie Lawson – S1

HEADLINE

In Broughton High School, most of the toilets 
are locked during periods 6 and 7 and many 
teachers do not allow students to leave class to 
go. But what are the pros and cons of these 
decisions? And what should the schools next 
steps be to make sure everyone who needs to 
go has access to the toilets?

There are many good reasons as to why toilets 
are locked, and students are not allowed out 
during lessons. It can be difficult for teachers to 
know whether pupils actually need to go or if 
they are just using it as an excuse to get out of 
class. It is also learning time lost when people 
are out of class. A big issue in a lot of schools, 
not just Broughton, is people vaping in toilets, 
so not allowing students out means they can’t 
do that as easily. Also, some learners have a 
medical pass which allows you to leave class to 
use the toilets whenever you need to.

Although teachers do have some valid reasons 
why they don’t always let you go to the toilet, 
it’s also crucial that when you actually need to 
leave, they allow you to. An obvious reason 
why teachers should let you out to the toilets is 
if you are on your period, because you can’t 
control when you need to leave. Also, it can be

difficult to focus on your work if you need to 
use the toilet but aren’t allowed out. As 
previously mentioned some students who 
request them have medical passes but some 
people feel that they don’t want to stand out 
and draw attention to themselves so they may 
not get a medical pass when they actually need 
one.

When we interviewed Headteacher, Mrs 
Porter, she said that one of the ways she would 
try to stop students vaping in the toilets would 
be to introduce vape alarms. Vape alarms are a 
bit like fire alarms but when they detect vape 
chemicals in the air an alarm goes off. Mrs 
Porter also told us that Broughton will learn 
from other schools success and failure in 
making toilets more accessible so that we have 
the most efficient methods at Broughton.

Kindness this Christmas

Kate Blanche Brown – S6

For many years, Broughton High School has 
been involved in the Shoe Box Appeal. In 2024, 
39 shoeboxes were distributed from Broughton 
to people in poverty. The Shoe Box Appeal is an 
incredible movement that ensures many 
deprived families get a box of essentials at 
Christmas time, and Broughton has a long 
history with the charity. 

Some of the children who have been helped 
include seven-year-old Ana from Kosovo. 

Ana especially liked sweets, colouring books, 
and coloured pencils. Her mother also 
appreciated the shampoo, soap, and other 
hygiene products. She was grateful to know 
that she had resources to protect her family’s 
health. Other people that were helped include 
Miscu and his wife Ildiko in rural Romania. 
Ildiko said “your generosity helps make our 
lives easier”.

The shoebox appeal helps bring smiles to 
people’s faces every year, making Christmas a 
day of joy, rather than a day of dread. Help to 
make a change; make a shoebox.
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The iPad search filter is over the top

Fraser Whitmore – S5

Edinburgh Council doesn’t want us searching 
for the word ‘stupid.’ It also doesn’t think we 
are old enough to handle the word ‘monster’, 
and thinks the letter ‘G’- yes, a single letter- is 
so inappropriate it has to be blocked. Put any 
of these innocent words into your iPad’s 
search, and you will be confronted with the 
emotionless filter screen put there to ‘protect’ 
you. Honestly, it’s insulting! Sure, sites such as 
Instagram and Reddit should be blocked, but 
Wikipedia? Really?

Not only is the filter ridiculously overprotective, 
it also gets in the way of actual studying. We 
understand that the filter is supposed to keep 
us using the iPad for learning. But it’s complete 
clumsiness means it blocks what it’s supposed 
to encourage. Think of the last time you tried 
to research something for school and were 
held back the filter as it decided if what your 

teacher was teaching you was appropriate for 
school. So irritating!

This ridiculous filter is incompetent, insulting 
and infuriating . Surely high schoolers are smart 
enough to decide if we should look at 
Wikipedia? We find nothing more annoying 
than the utterly useless roadblock that gets in 
the way of perfectly normal searches. Fair 
enough, block Twitter, Tiktok, and Quora if you 
want, Edinburgh Council. But please just let us 
search for “stupid monster” in peace!

Club of the Month: Chess Club 

Cara Bellia – S4 

As part of the newspaper, we want to highlight 
a different extracurricular opportunity
that students can get involved with each 
month. October’s profile is on chess club. I 
asked a few background questions to maths
teacher Mr Scott, who runs it.

Why did you set up the club? I enjoy playing 
chess and liked my school’s chess club when I 
was younger.
And when did you set it up? I set the club up 4 
years ago
Now, when I used to go to chess club it was in 
the library. Why did you decide to
move it? The library just got far too loud, so I 
decided to move it to maths.

I then asked first year’s Adam and Alasdair 
about their experience with chess club.

So how long have you two been playing 
chess? Adam: Since I was about 5. Alasdair: 
Since around primary 5.
And why did you decide to join? Adam: I love 
playing chess. Alasdair: I really enjoyed the 
chess club at my primary
What’s your favourite chess piece? Alasdair: 
The queen. Adam: I find the knight very useful 
as it can jump over pieces.

I also talked to S4 student Cayden.
Why did you decide to join the club? It was 
something new to do at lunch.
How did you hear about the club? Mr Scott is 
my maths teacher, and he talked about it a lot.
What do you think could attract more people 
to the club? Providing food!

Whether you’ve been playing chess for years 
or are a complete beginner, everyone is 
welcome. Come along on a Tuesday lunchtime 
to maths 6 to eat lunch and have a game. 
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S1 Survival Tips

Isobel Clarke and Ellie Blanche – S5

HEADLINE

Starting high school is hard. There’s so many 
new faces, classes and long confusing corridors. 
However, there are a few things you can do to 
get through your first year. Here we have some 
tips from some senior students who have been 
through it all before!

Start the Conversation  
It can be nerve wracking to be sitting in a class 
with no one to talk to. But chances are there is 
somebody else in there without a friend. They 
are probably desperate for someone to come 
and speak to them! Although talking to 
someone new is scary, the reality is that if you 
start the conversation, people will appreciate it. 
When the right time comes, such as when 
everyone is packing up to leave, try 
approaching someone who’s in your Regi /point 
class. You can ask them what class they have 
next, and if they have the same one as you, you 
can suggest that you walk together. Top tip for 
conversations with someone new:- discuss 
relatable things such as classes you are both in.

Join Clubs
Sometimes classes aren’t the best way to get to 
know people. But Broughton has an incredible 
range of clubs, so there is bound to be one 
you’d enjoy. Go along, whether it’s by yourself 
or with a friend. There, you can meet lots of 
different people who share an interest with 
you. Whilst first year may be difficult for some 
people, clubs are a great thing to help you get 
through the year whilst learning new skills and 
making more friends! You can find a list of clubs 
in the hub or scan this QR code

 

Be Yourself 
This is by far the most important tip. You’ve 
probably heard it a million times, but that 
doesn’t make it any less important! It’s difficult 
trying to fit in when you start high school. 
People are constantly changing, and it can be 
hard to keep up. But if you are your true, 
authentic self, you will find friends who love 
you for who you are. And if there are people 
who don’t, that’s okay too. You are only in 
control of who you are and the way you 
behave, so be yourself and don’t worry about 
changing who you are for others.

Timetable
Finally, if you are struggling to find the class you 
are meant to be in, don’t be afraid to ask a 
teacher where to go as they know the school 
very well and will be more than keen to help 
you! It’s a good idea to set your timetable as 
the lock screen on your iPad or phone, as it is 
an easy way to access it quickly and is a good 
backup to have in case you forget or lose your 
paper copy.
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Top Tips for Getting the Bus 

Alasdair Price – S1  • Know the buses that go to Broughton from 
different areas and what stops you can get 
off at. These are: Silverknowes: 29, 37 at 
Flora Stevenson’s primary school. 
Granton: 24 at Flora Stevenson’s primary 
school, 38 at Orchard Place. Pilton: 19 and 
22 at Flora Stevenson’s primary school, 38 
at Orchard Place .

• All the buses mentioned above except the 
38 service the city centre, so do most 
other buses

• If you are travelling in from Fife you can 
get off at Learmonth Terrace. This includes 
all stagecoaches coming from Fife.

Getting the bus to school can be tricky but here 
are some tips so you don't get caught in a 
jam. This article is 10 instructions to navigate 
the buses at drop off and pickup times. It 
includes what buses go where and the 
timetable for Lothian buses. It also includes 
what stop to get stagecoaches at.
▪ Get the early bus so that you arrive in time. 

We don’t want you late for school!

Young Scot Cards
Get your young Scot card if you don’t have 
one yet to use for free bus travel to and from 
school. The steps needed to get it are below.
1. Get your parent or guardian to print off 

the relevant documents
2. Get your picture taken as if you were 

getting a passport
3. Get your parent or guardian to fill in the 

paperwork and sign the photo
4. Take the photo and the paperwork to 

your local library.
You should get your young Scot card after 
about a week. Once you receive your card, 
you can use it at once.

▪ Download the bus 
app so you can see 
how long it is until 
your bus arrives. 
Maps also work for 
this, as well as 
timetables.  You 
can scan this QR code to get it. You can use 
the app to check for bus diversions and 
delays so that you can adjust the bus you 
take accordingly.

• Learn your local bus stops so that you know 
where to go for your bus. Also, get to know 
your local buses so that you can plan your 
journey to school with limited amount of 
bus changes, so that you can wait less time 
for buses.

Numeracy Corner 
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Kiayla Bakes 

Kiayla Curry – S4 

HEADLINE

With the fresh breeze of autumn coming in as 
the weather turns colder, we start to cosy up 
and embrace the new season. These apple 
cinnamon rolls will be sure to get you in that 
autumn spirit! It has a generous amount of 
glaze and perfect looking swirls, not to mention 
it being delightfully delicious. So why not have 
a try at making apple cinnamon rolls! 

Happy Baking  This recipe is from 
soft.tasty.com. 

Apple Cinnamon Rolls 

Ingredients: (serves 12)
Dough: 1 egg, yeast, 50g white sugar, 1 
teaspoon salt, 360g all purpose flour, 57g 
unsalted butter, 240ml milk, 1 packet active dry 
yeast

Filling: 4 medium apples, 100g brown sugar, 2 
tablespoons all purpose flour, 2 tablespoons 
unsalted butter, 2 teaspoons cinnamon, ¼ 
teaspoon nutmeg, ¼ teaspoon allspice

Frosting: 113g cream cheese, 57g unsalted 
butter, 240g powdered sugar, 59 ml milk/heavy 
cream, ½ teaspoon vanilla extract

Method
1 : Whisk flour, salt and sugar to make a dry 
mixture
2 : Combine milk and yeast and let it stand for 
5-10 minutes until foamy
3 : Add butter and egg to the yeast mix, then 
add dry mixture
4 : Knead for 10 minutes
5 : Place dough in lightly greased bowl and 
leave to prove for an hour to an hour and a 
half
6 : Dice the apples
7 : Combine apples, brown sugar, butter, 
cinnamon nutmeg and allspice.
8 : Roll out the dough into a rectangle
9 : Spread the filling over the dough
10 : Tightly roll dough into log
11 : Slice log evenly and place on tray and leave 
for 30-45 minutes
12 : Mix together cream cheese and butter
13 : Gradually add powdered sugar, then add 
milk and vanilla and mix
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Art Club

Aisha Islam– S3  

In the art club we have recently been making 
paper weaving art with many different 
images of paintings, animals and other 
things. 

We experimented with different colour 
combinations, from black and white, to 
coloured images. We weaved 
complementary colours together to get a 
beautiful piece of art. 

Many thanks to this month’s contributors: Ananyaa Sinha, Lucy Renfrew, 
Amelie Lawson, Kate Blanche Brown, Fraser Whitmore, Isobel Clarke, 
Ellie Blanche, Alasdair Price, Kiayla Curry and Aisha Islam.

And well done and thank you to this month’s stellar editor: Cara Bellia. 
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