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Raeburn Reigns Supreme in Chess

As you might know the House chess 
competition was taking place on Fridays after 
school recently. The players in the 
competition were split into junior and 
senior. All the games were timed using a chess 
clock on the iPads.

Round one saw Raeburn rule supreme, winning 
all their games. In round two things went 
smoothly and without a hitch and everyone 
was there on time. Unfortunately, in round 
3 there was no Scott shows so there had to be 
some subs and one of the games had to 
be forfeited due to the players not turning up.

The final standings are as follows:
1st – Raeburn
2nd – Thorne
3rd – Napier
4th – Adam
5th – Scott

Sign up next year if you’d like to play for your 
house.

Alasdair Price – S1

Note from the Editor  - Cara Bellia
Welcome to the March edition of the 
Broughton Scope! I’m Cara, I also edited the 
October issue of the paper, and I’m excited to 
be back editing the fifth issue! We have a range 
of great articles this month, from pieces about 
school clubs, Law Society and RRSA group, to 
an origami tutorial to celebrate World Frog 
Day, so there’s something for everyone! We 
also have a report on hydrocephalus awareness 
month, and guides to course choices, and

for those who enjoy puzzles, there’s a spring 
crossword and a world book day quiz! Thank 
you so much to all our writers 
for submitting such amazing work! If you 
like what you read, and want to get involved 
with the newspaper, we’re always looking 
for new writers, so come along to the Media 
classroom on Monday lunchtime or email 
your articles to us! Thank you for reading, 
and I hope you enjoy the issue!
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Broughton’s First Ever Law Society

Vanessa Zupnik – S5

Ever thought about working in the 
law sector but don’t know where to start - or 
just enjoy watching law-related dramas like 
Suits? Good news! Broughton has now opened 
its first ever Law Society!

The Law Society is student-run and designed 
for anyone with an avid interest in the world of 
law and how it interacts with our everyday life. 
It was created in order to provide other 
students with an opportunity to explore the 
legal system in an engaging and accessible way, 
whilst developing their communication and 
critical thinking skills. It is open to all year 
groups to ensure that everyone has an equal 
opportunity to learn about entering the legal 
profession. Meetings will include various 
important aspects of getting into law, such as 
finding work experience, building commercial 
awareness, attending insight days and more!

In addition to developing an understanding of 
the legal system, the society aims to show 
students how law links to various subjects such 
as Modern Studies, Business, English, and 
Politics. It is intertwined, from the goods we 
use on the daily (such as buses and appliances) 
to much bigger things such as witnessing law 
firms giving legal advice for recent 
developments.

Fun Fact:
For the development of St James Quarter near 
Princes St, the law firm CMS advised all legal 
aspects of the project with over 200 lawyers 
working behind the scenes!

Whether you’re considering a career in law or 
simply want to expand your horizons, 
Broughton’s Law Society is the perfect 
opportunity for you to get involved. You can 
sign up using the QR code below.

Classics Calls!

Levy Zumpe-Viga – S5

Imagine History, but instead of economic 

crises and politicians arguing about 

pointless laws, you discover ancient 

civilisations and their ruthless gods. Imagine 

replacing the dull English texts with stories 

about murder and monsters and a man 

gouging out his eyes after marrying his mother 

(yes you will study this!). Welcome 

to Classical Studies, where you can learn 

about the most interesting part of history: the 

ancient world.

From Greek mythology and sacrifices to the 

gods, to the infamous Pompeii eruption to 

colosseum fights and mysterious cults, 

everything you study in Classics is gory, brutal

and brilliant! So whilst Classics seems to 
everyone’s favourite Higher crash subject, 
why don’t you do yourself a favour and get a 
head start on the rest? Choose it for Nat 
5! The gods grow impatient…
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Rights Respecting Schools Update

Gina Sanderson – S5

Book Recommendation – Never Let Me Go

Cindy Lee – S6

The RRSA group has been taking huge strides 
this past month towards achieving the Bronze 
award for Broughton!  

February is children’s mental health week and 
to raise awareness of this, we ran assemblies 
and our fundraiser for YoungMinds and 
prepared the RRSA board in guidance. We also 
began to look at sending off our Bronze 
application to UNICEF UK. 

To help us achieve the Bronze award we 
need people to answer a questionnaire 
about whether you feel that your rights are 
being respected in school, so if you can we’d 
love for you fill in this form! 

If you want to be part of 
our steering group, then 
please join us, we’d love 
to hear from you.

Looking for something to read during March? 

You can reread all editions of The Broughton 

Scope… or you can read Never Let Me Go by 

Kazuo Ishiguro, which you will learn about in 

this article.

The narrator, Kathy, reminisces about her 

childhood at Hailsham, a well-protected private 

school amidst the peaceful English countryside. 

Although her upbringing was blissful, 

there is an uncanny atmosphere to it. First of 

all, the importance of students’ health is made 

crystal clear; not only beneficial to the 

individuals, but it seems to be a responsibility 

to society to be fit and well. Secondly, a 

strange emphasis is placed on the creativity of 

the students. Every week, they are asked to 

produce works of literature, art and crafts, 

which are taken away by a mysterious figure, 

“Madame” to a gallery in the outside world.  

Now, as an adult, a bit older and wiser, Kathy 

finds herself asking questions. Hailsham students 

are special, there is no doubt to that, but when 

Kathy reunites with her childhood friends, Ruth and 

Tommy, they connect the dots together, and seek 

the truth about their identities, their creation and 

their hopes in the future.

Personally, I found myself feeling quite connected 

to Kathy as her natural flow of thought brings out 

the world from her perspective. Her gradual 

understanding of the world beyond Hailsham as 

she grows older served as an intriguing reveal of 

the plot and character development. It almost felt 

like I was growing up as a Hailsham student. The 

choices and uncertainties the students have to face 

highlighted the struggles of growing up and 

entering a new stage in life. In short, Never Let Me 

Go offers a fresh viewpoint on 

societal, personal and philosophical levels.

This book is available online in PDF format, so the 

world of Kathy and Ruth and Tommy, 

where Hailsham exists as a place of memories, will 

always be open to you. Happy Reading!
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Course Choices – Why Media?

Katy Seaton – S5

HEADLINE

Course choices are super important and should 
be taken seriously no matter what 
year you’re in. Don’t pick a class just because 
your friend’s picked it! Instead, you should 
be picking classes that genuinely interest you. 
For me, a class that I picked that genuinely 
interests me, and that I’ve studied almost 
every year I’ve been in high school is 
Media. Since it’s typically a smaller class I 
wanted to write a piece giving some 
information about the subject, and why you 
might enjoy taking it.

But what even is media?
Media includes things like video-games, 
movies, tv-shows, short and 
long form videos, like YouTube and TikTok. 
It can be used to influence how people view 
the world.

Media class isn’t all serious. We get to do lots 
of really fun and interesting things. When we 
study it, there’s two main things we learn: 
analysing and understanding the hidden 
meaning of media content and how 
to create media. For the 
analysis portion, this mainly includes analysing 
movie posters as well as movies and music 
videos. For creating media, this involves

making a story board or even a 
short film or opening scene to a movie. The 
subject can be studied as an S2 IDL, in S3, 
and at National 5 and Higher level.

I interviewed Ms Mitchell, the school’s Media 
teacher, and asked why she thinks you should 
take Media. She said, “We are completely 
surrounded by media, and the messages that 
these products create influence what we think 
and how we understand the world, how we 
vote, how we treat other people, and 
understanding those things is an important part 
of being an informed, empathetic 
person.”  She’s also a self-proclaimed film nerd.
 
My personal experience with Media class has 
always been super positive. I’ve always loved 
Media and so when I found out it was a class I 
could take, it was a no brainier, but that might 
not be the case for everyone else, so I want to 
give a few obscurer reasons why I love Media. 
The classroom, even though it’s on the second 
floor next to Social Subjects and 
Science, is surprisingly quiet and super easy to 
get to because there are stairs that are really 
close to the classroom. There’s also large 
windows which means there’s a lot of natural 
light and the room stays at a nice temperature 
all year round. I also just like watching movies, 
and if you do as well, Media may just be the 
class for you!
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Hydrocephalus Awareness Week

Kiayla Curry – S4  

Hydrocephalus Awareness Week is celebrated 
from March 9th to the 15th. According to 
Albert M. Issac who researched the 
epidemiology of hydrocephalus, 85 people per 
100,000 have hydrocephalus, and 1 out of 
every 1,000 babies born in the UK have 
hydrocephalus. But what is hydrocephalus ?

Hydrocephalus is a 
disorder and a chronic 
condition where 
cerebrospinal fluid has 
accumulated inside the 
brain and adds pressure 
on the brain, which can 
damage it. Cerebrospinal 
fluid is made to protect
the brain from damage and nourish it for 
proper function. If left untreated this can be 
fatal. 

There are 3 types of hydrocephalus : 
congenital, acquired and normal pressure. 
Congenital hydrocephalus is found when a 
baby is born with the “excess” fluid in their 
brain. This causes them to have a high chance 
of brain damage, which can lead to them 
having learning disabilities, speech problems 
and short attention spans. Though it is rare a 
venous anomaly can develop in congenital 
hydrocephalus. This is when there’s a 
problem with how the small veins are 
arranged. Most of the time they’re harmless, 
but depending on the severity of this, it can 
cause hydrocephalus. Acquired 
hydrocephalus is developed in children and 
adults mainly after serious injuries to the 
head or brain tumours. Normal pressure 
hydrocephalus is developed in older people 
and is the least understood type as the origin 
of where it’s developed is unknown.

Though hydrocephalus was discovered during 
the 5th century in Greece by Hippocrates

there was no cure or successful treatment till 
1893 when Jan Radecki, a German- Polish 
surgeon, created the shunt and was the first 
to perform the ventricular cerebrospinal fluid 
procedure. He used glass wool in the shape 
of a nail to pierce the ventricles and track the 
cerebrospinal fluid in the patient. This 
successfully prevented the development of 
hydrocephalus. Later in 1903 an American 
surgeon named Nicholas Sean preformed this 
surgery with a rubber tube. Though these 
procedures were successful they 
were more likely to develop into infections.

There are 4 types of shunts : VP, VPI, LP and 
VA. The VP shunt diverts the fluid from the 
brain’s ventricles into the peritoneal cavity 
(the area where the digestive organ is 
located). The VA shunt guides fluid from the 
brain into the heart. VPI shunts guide the 
fluid into the chest cavity.  The LP shunt is 
different from the other shunts as it guides 
the fluids from an area in the spine, not the 
brain. It is then led into a space inside the 
body that stores digestive organs. 
Hyrdocephalus can be diagnosed through CT 
scans and MRI scans which can detect 
congenital and acquired hydrocephalus. 

Symptoms of Hydrocephalus Failure
There are different symptoms for children 
and adults. In children, there could be a rapid 
increase in head size, vomiting and problems
feeding. In adults : headaches, double 
vision, vomiting and balance issues.

Overall, treatment of hydrocephalus has 
developed greatly over the hundreds of years 
and the invention of the shunts has saved 
many lives. If you would like to support and 
help out communities for Hydrocephalus 
Awareness Week check out the charity 
ShineCharity.org.uk and Edinburgh Marathon 
Festival where they do runs in support for 
people with hydrocephalus. Thank you for 
take the time to learn about hydrocephalus. 
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Wil Honeybone– S5 

HEADLINE

Across 
4. Tree with pink flowers 
8. Red-chested bird 

Down 
1. A young butterfly 
2. First month of spring 
3. Animal associated with Easter 
4. A baby bird 
5. Holiday involving eggs 
6. A way to describe rain in April
7. What do bees make? 

Happy Birthday Black Panther 

Katy Seaton – S6 

As you may or may not know it is Black 
Panther’s 60th anniversary this year. He was 
first introduced in Fantastic Four #52 (1966) 
and created by the amazing Jack Kirby. To 
celebrate,  I want to tell you all about the 
history of black superheroes in comics and 
the leaps and bounds that they have made in 
story telling and representation.

While Black Panther is the first mainstream 
black superhero, he is not the first. That title 
actually belongs to Lion Man created by Orrin 
C. Evans. He debuted in 1947, the comic he 
was published in was cancelled very quickly 
after only one issue due to racism however, 
Lion Man’s story does have a happy ending as 
Rosarium Publishing picked up the character 
and they gave him a revival in 2025 in the 
comic The Adventures of Lion Man.

After being introduced in Fantastic Four #52, 
Black Panther’s popularity grew so much and 
so fast that he was able to get his first solo 
run in 1977. Since then, he has only gotten

Black Panther is one of the most influential 
characters in fiction and lead to the creation of 
so many other amazing characters like Back 
Lightning, Static Shock, Vixen, Cyborg, Storm 
and so many more including Scotland’s first 
ever black superhero DJ E.T, created by Etienne 
Kubwabo for the incredible comic series Beats 
of War. It’s a story about an alien immigrant 
who lands on earth and has to try and fit in 
with humans; however he has the power to 
control sound, I cannot speak highly enough of 
it and it’s a must read for any comic fans. 

more popular, 
having many 
different solo runs 
as well as his 
supporting cast 
also getting their 
own runs and 
even spawning 
multiple movies. 
Movies that got 
me and so many 
others interested 
in Marvel.

Broughton Spring Crossword
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Origami of the Month- The Frog

Abigail Kerner – S4 

HEADLINE

On the 20th of March, we celebrate the world 
of amphibians, and one of the world’s most 
important indicator species of environmental 
change, habitat loss and disease: Frogs! 
Here’s an origami tutorial to give you the 
opportunity to make your own frog 
companion to join the festivities. 
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Did you know that when frogs swallow food, 
they pull down their eyeballs to help push 
food down their throat?

Hint: Read each step carefully and follow the 
diagrams. Ask a friend to help if you need it!

Inktober Results
2025 saw some inkredible entries for our annual Inktober competition. Prompts are given for 
each day of October and students from all houses submit their best ink-only drawings. See below 
for the prompts and look at the winners on the following pages.   
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Kiayla Bakes 

Kiayla Curry – S4 

Biscuits are a great dessert to share with 
others & these cookies are the perfect pick for 
your next gatherings as it can serve up to 40 
mini biscuits or 15 larger biscuits. These also 
only contain only 7 ingredients & the 
chocolate fudginess along with the cool crackle 
effect from the icing sugar is a sight and flavour 
many would love. Have a try of these sweet 
crackle biscuits & as always happy 
baking. Credits to: Anamaria Cook (on 
bbcgoodfood.com)

Crinkle Cookies 

Ingredients:
- 60g of cocoa powder
- 200g of caster sugar
- 60ml of vegetable oil
-180g of plain flour
-2 large eggs
-1 tsp of baking powder
-70g of icing sugar
- A pinch of salt

Method

1. Mix the cocoa, sugar and oil together in a 

bowl. Then add an egg 1 at a time and 

whisk till fully combined (if you don’t own a 

whisk use a fork)

2. In a separate bowl stir in flour, 

baking powder and a pinch of salt. Once mixed 

add your cocoa mixture into your flour 

mixed bowl and mix till a dough forms.

3.Then put your dough in the fridge and leave 

it to chill for 1 hour (cover the bowl with cling 

film)

4. Preheat your oven to 190c/ gas mark 

5 (170c if using a fan oven)

5. Add your icing sugar to a separate bowl oil 

your hands and use your dough to form a ball 

the size of a teaspoon (if you want larger 

biscuits make it size of 2 teaspoons). Then roll 

your balls into your icing sugar till fully coated.

6. Line your tray with parchment paper 

and space your dough balls 4cm apart and 

bake them for 10 mins (if your baking larger 

ones check if they’re fully cooked through with 

a toothpick and if they are still raw cook 

longer)

7. Leave them to cool on a wired cooling rack 

for at least 10 mins then enjoy (shelf life 4 

days)

Many thanks to this month’s contributors: Alasdair Price, Vanessa 
Zupnik, Levy Zumpe-Viga, Gina Sanderson, Cindy Lee, Katy Seaton, Kiayla 
Curry, Abigail Kerne, Wil Honeybone and the Art ambassadors. 

And well done and thank you to this month’s editor: Cara Bellia
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