
 

Broughton High School 
 

 
 

Specialist Dance Department 
Celebrating Success 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Celebrating Success: 
All the students have been extremely successful this year, transitioning either to high school or into a new 
year group and navigating their way through the year. Our S2’s have all successfully completed the NPA 
Level 5 in Dance this year, whilst the S3’s completed their National 5 Dance qualification and the S4’s 
completed their Higher Dance. The S5 Dancers performing today are either finished or almost finished 
their HNC in Professional Dance Performance which is a fantastic achievement for an S5 student.  Finally, 
our fantastic S6 students are completing their HND in Professional Dance Performance which is a level 8 
qualification and an outstanding achievement for these students, normally completed in 2nd year at 
college.  
 
We held the S1/2 choreography competition in January, and it was fantastic to see the students’ creativity 
and confidence in developing and presenting their own work.  For the S1 choreography competition, the 
dancers choreographed their own technique solos in their preferred style of dance.  This is different to the 
choreography tasks that they are normally given which require creativity to demonstrate a theme through 
their work.  In S2, the dancers had to select a theme and show this through their choice of movement, 
music and choreographic principles.  The students all worked exceptionally hard creating their solos and it 
was fantastic watching all of their performances.  We welcomed ex-students Rhianne McAllister, Freya Eng 
and Emma Wilson back to judge the competition this year. The winners of the S1 choreography 
competition were - 1st Myla McWhinnie, 2nd Amarra Seaton, 3rd Mia O’Donnell. The winners of the S2 
choreography competition were - 1st Miia Nuttall, 2nd Emma Watson and, 3rd Lexi Chisholm and Sadie 
McKenzie.  
 
Graduates:  
S6 2025-2026 

Laila Wright 
Stirling University – BSc (hons) Sport Science 
Laila has achieved A grades in all of her Qualification Scotland 
qualifications, including National 5, Higher, and HNC 
Professional Dance Performance, and is currently completing 
her HND in Professional Dance Performance. A passionate and 
dedicated dancer, Laila has developed greatly in confidence 
throughout her training, demonstrating strong communication, 
performance, and artistic skills. Alongside her studies, she 
trains with DN Dance, where she has enjoyed success in both 
competitions and examinations and has represented Scotland 

at the Dance World Cup as well as being successful at competitions nationally as well as regionally. While 
dance has played a significant part in her life, Laila has chosen to pursue her passion for sport and will 
continue her education at the University of Stirling to study sports science. 
 

Emma Bradley 
Addict Dance College – BA (hons) in Musical Theatre 
Emma is completing her HND in Professional Dance 
Performance this year and has enjoyed an exciting last year at 
Broughton and her dance school DN Dance.  She has taken the 
role of Dance Captain at her dance school, been a member of 
the dance ensemble in "Footloose" and "The Sound of Music" 
and continues to have great success in various dance 
competitions across the UK.  She is now looking forward to 
representing Team Scotland again in 12 different dances at the 
2026 Dance World Cup in July.  She also successfully auditioned 
and has accepted at place on the BA (Hons) Musical Theatre 
Performance degree course at Addict Dance Academy, starting in September 



Emma Dimelow 
ShockOut – BA (hons) in Professional and Commercial Dance  
Emma has achieved A grades in all of her Qualifications Scotland dance qualifications, including National 5 
Dance, Higher Dance, and HNC Professional Dance Performance. She is currently completing her HND 
Professional Dance Performance and is excited to continue her training at the next level. Outside of school, 
Emma trains with DN Dance, where she enjoys studying a wide range of dance styles. She is passionate 
about working towards examinations and loves performing in shows and competitions. This year, she has 
enjoyed considerable success in solos, duos, trios, and group dances. Her biggest achievement this year is 
qualifying for the World Cup in Dublin with 3 solos and group dances. Following successful auditions for 
several prestigious dance colleges, Emma has accepted a place at Shockout Arts in Manchester, where she 
will study for a BA (Hons) in Professional and Commercial Dance.  
 
Pippa McNeill  
Addict Dance Academy – BA (hons) in Dance Performance 
Pippa is currently completing her HND in Professional Dance Performance. For the second consecutive year, 
Pippa successfully auditioned for the National Youth Dance Company of Scotland (NYDCS).  Following tours 
to Belfast, Leeds and London last year, she travelled to Estonia with the company in April.  Having 
performed with NYDCS at the Edinburgh Fringe last year, Pippa will return to the festival this August. She 
has also been selected for an international exchange project, where she will collaborate with other young 
dancers in Germany.  Last autumn, Pippa was scouted to join the highly regarded HarrisonJCollective, 
appearing with the company at both CYD in Liverpool and SOAR in Birmingham.  Alongside these 
opportunities, she has continued her training with Morningside Dance Academy, including performing in 
their production of The Nutcracker last winter. Looking ahead to next year, Pippa has accepted an offer to 
study a BA (hons) Dance Performance at Addict Dance Academy, taking the next step towards a career as a 
professional dance performer. 

Aimee Walker 
Stirling University – Primary Teaching 
Aimee is a passionate and dedicated dancer at Centre Stage 
Performing Arts, where she continues to develop her skills and 
love for dance. in 2024, she joined Broughton High School as 
part of its Specialist Dance programme allowing her to further 
nurture her talent alongside her academic studies. As well as 
participating in competitions locally and nationally she proudly 
represented Scotland at the Dance World Cup in 2024, gaining 
valuable experience on an international stage.  Aimee is excited 
and looking forward to attending this competition again this 

year in Dublin.  Aimee remains committed to achieving her goals and pursuing excellence in dance.  She is 
looking forward to studying Primary Teaching at Stirling University  
 
Amy McVicar 
Addict Dance College – BA in Dance 
Amy has been in the specialist dance program for 8 years which 
supplements her training at The Phelan School of Dance, where she not 
only continues to develop her own skills but also loves to assist and 
teach classes for younger pupils and choreograph solos and group 
dances.  In 2025, Amy qualified for the Dance World Cup with solo, duet, 
trio and group dances.  Shortly after returning from the Dance World 
Cup, Amy underwent ACL reconstruction and meniscus surgery.  Despite 
facing a lengthy rehabilitation period, she remained focused on her 
recovery and worked hard to return to dancing.  One of her highlights 
was returning to perform in the Spirit of Scotland Show in Edinburgh. 
Amy has had a successful audition process and was given offers for 



several respected dance colleges, including Addict Dance Academy, Jelli Studios and the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland.  In September, she will begin the next stage of her training at Addict Dance 
Academy in Leicester. 
 

Kiera Aitchison  
Wilkes Dance College – BA in Dance  
Keira trains at KS Dance and has enjoyed a highly successful year. She qualified 
six solo dances for the Dance World Cup 2026 where she will represent 
Scotland and, for the second consecutive year, achieved the highest ballet 
mark at the IFDAS Edinburgh Festival.  She was also recognised as the SDTA 
2025 Dancer with the Most Points and was crowned Renfrewshire Supreme 
Ballet Champion 2026.  Alongside her competition success, Keira was awarded 
a scholarship for the Emily Charlton EC Training Programme and achieved a 
Distinction in her RAD Advanced 1 Ballet examination. Her hard work and 
dedication were further reflected in her successful auditions for every dance 
college she applied to. In September, Keira will begin the next stage of her 
training at Wilkes Academy. 

Kelsey Reid 
Jelli Studio – BA (hons) Performing Arts 
Kelsey is currently completing her HND Professional Dance Performance. She 
also trains with Dunedin Dance Academy and over the last year she has 
achieved great success in both Dance and musical theatre.  She was runner-
up Scottish Junior Highland Champion and runner-up Edinburgh Senior 
Highland Champion.  She also received the Judges Award at Dance Compete 
Achieve, along with the Judges Choice Award and Memorial Trophy Award at 
Shooting Stars.  Kelsey has performed on many cruise ships in the last year 
with Scotland’s national piper, Louise Marshall, and is now back for her third 
year performing in the Spirit of Scotland Show Edinburgh as one of their 
dancers.  As well as dancing Kelsey has also performed in Ladama’s 2026 
production of We Will Rock You as a featured dancer.  Next year, Kelsey will 
continue to develop her skills and training as she moves on to Jelli Studios, 
where she is looking forward to new opportunities and challenges. 
 
Tara McKelvie 
Addict Dance College – BA (hons) in Dance 
Tara trains at Centre Stage Performing Arts and has had a successful year of 
dancing and performance. This year, she qualified for the Dance World Cup 
in Dublin with two solo dances and five group dances.  Her favourite dance 
styles are Jazz and Lyrical, and she has continued to develop her skills 
through regular training, competitions and performances throughout the 
year.  Next year, Tara will begin full-time training at Addict Dance Academy, 
where she is looking forward to furthering her dance education and 
continuing her development as a performer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Beth Clark 
Performers College – BA (hons) in Musical Theatre and Dance  

Beth trains at Douglas Dance Academy and has enjoyed a successful year 
both as a dancer and choreographer. Throughout the competition season, 
she consistently reached pre-championship finals with all of her solo 
dances.  At her most recent dance show, she was honoured to receive the 
Raymond Kay Memorial Award in recognition of her hard work and 
commitment.  Alongside her own dancing, Beth has developed a passion for 
choreography, creating several routines that achieved first place at 
competitions. One of her pieces has been selected to represent Team 
Scotland at the World School Games in London, where her team will 
compete against schools from around the world next week. Beth has also 
gained valuable musical theatre experience, recently performing the lead 
role of Sandy Dumbrowski in Grease: The Musical. In September, she will 
continue her training at Performers College, where she will study on the BA 
(Hons) Musical Theatre and Dance course. 
  
 

Graduates  
 
S5 2025-2026 
 

Cara Watt 
Laine Theatre Arts 
Cara dances with Centre Stage Performing Arts in Dunfermline and is part of 
the competition team that has been very successful this year. She has also 
been very successful as a soloist, winning many accolades at regional 
competitions that have then qualified her to compete nationally. She is also 
representing Scotland at the Dance World Cup in July with many solos, duos, 
trios and group dances. Cara has also successfully auditioned for many 
associate programmes which she attends to enhance her training. Next year 
Cara will be continuing her training at Laine Theatre Arts.  
 

 
Megan Hannay 
Rambert School – BA (hons) in Ballet & Contemporary Dance 
Megan has trained at Edinburgh Dance Academy since 2018 and has 
developed a strong background in both ballet and contemporary dance. 
This year, she moved to Broughton High School, where she completed 
her HNC Professional Dance Performance, achieving an A grade. 
Alongside her training at Edinburgh Dance Academy, Megan is a Senior 
Associate with Scottish Ballet and a member of the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland (RCS) Young Dancer Programme. She completed all of the 
RAD Vocational Ballet Examinations, achieving Advanced 2 Ballet at the 
age of 16. Megan has competed successfully at both the Dance World 
Cup and Global Dance Open, representing Scotland at an international 

level. In 2025, she achieved a particular highlight by winning a solo Gold Medal for Scotland. Following her 
years of training and performance experience, Megan will continue her dance education this year at 
Rambert School of Ballet and Contemporary Dance, where she will study for a BA (Hons) in Ballet and 
Contemporary Dance. 



 
Yvie Waterston 
Yvie trains with Edinburgh Dance Academy, studying a wide range of dance styles, with 
tap being her favourite. She is currently in her sixth year as a member of the Tap Attack 
Company and has enjoyed performing and competing throughout her dance journey. 
Over the past year, Yvie has competed at numerous dance competitions across the UK, 
including Can You Dance?, Global Dance Open, and Starpower. A highlight of the year 
was being part of the Edinburgh Dance Academy team that achieved the prestigious 
title of Champions of Champions at the Can You Dance? finals in Liverpool. Alongside 
competing, Yvie performed in the Edinburgh Dance Academy show and took great 
pride in assisting younger dancers and members of the ASN class on stage. She 
continues to assist with classes across Edinburgh and East Lothian, supporting the next 

generation of dancers and sharing her love of dance with others. This year, Yvie completed her HNC in 
Dance at Broughton High School, performing a Mary Poppins tap routine and a jazz solo as part of her 
assessment work. As she prepares to leave school, she looks forward to focusing on her teaching and 
assisting roles with Edinburgh Dance Academy. Yvie is extremely grateful to Broughton High School for the 
support, encouragement, and opportunities she has received over the past five years. 
 
Annabelle Arthur 
Annabelle dances with Edinburgh Dance Academy and loves learning lots of different dance styles. She has 
enjoyed competing at many competitions this year with solos, duos, trios and group dances and 
experienced lots of success. She was also very successful at Can You Dance?.  Annabelle has just completed 
her Grade 7 RAD Ballet exam and is awaiting her results.  
 
Jess Cooney 
Jess trains with Edinburgh Dance Academy. She has competed in a number of competitions over the past 
year. One of her highlights was competing at the Global Dance Open Finals in Birmingham last July, where 
she represented Scotland and won two Gold Medals and two Bronze Medals. She was also very successful 
at Can You Dance?.  Jess has just completed her Grade 7 and Advanced 1 RAD Ballet exams and is awaiting 
the results.  
 
S5 2025 – 2026  
 
Ellie Kilfedder  

Ellie dances with Dannsa Gu Brath for highland and Dunedin Dance 
Academy for all her other styles. She has sat exams in ballet, tap and 
highland this year and has achieved distinction in all of them.  
 
She has had a very successful year at competitions in both Highland 
and stage. Her biggest achievement this year was qualifying for the 
Junior World Highland Championships as one of the top 20 dancers in 
the world aged 16 and 17, after qualifying 2nd in her heat and then 
receiving placings in the world finals. This year Ellie has gained 3 new 
championship titles and has continued to have excellent placings 
throughout the year in other championships and competitions.  
 
She is looking forward to the summer, where she will be attending the 
Ohio Scottish Arts School at Oberlin College in Ohio for which she 
received a scholarship after she attended this last year. She will also 
compete at 2 championships while in America, 1 in Ohio and 1 in 

North Carolina. Then in September she will be part of the Highland dance team at the Netherlands 
National Tattoo after successfully auditioning to be part of the International Tattoo Company.  



 
Ella Brocklehurst 
Ella is currently completing her HNC in Professional Dance Performance at 
school while continuing her training at The Phelan School of Dance. Over 
the past year, she has successfully auditioned for TS Academy, Tap Attack 
and The Spirit of Scotland Highland Show, where she performs for visitors at 
Surgeons Hall in Edinburgh. Alongside these achievements, Ella has been 
recognised for her character and contribution to her dance school. She was 
awarded the Patrick Phelan Memorial Trophy for being kind, caring and 
humble, and was also named Head Pupil at Phelan in recognition of her 
compassion, respect for teachers and fellow dancers, and the 
encouragement and support she consistently shows to others. 

 
Isla Swain  
Isla has continued her dancing this year at Morningside Dance Academy completing 
her Grade 8 and Advanced Foundation RAD ballet exams. Isla has enjoyed 
performing in Forth Children’s Theatre Production of Sister Act and will be 
performing in their Fringe production of Frozen.  

 
  

Freya Cree  
This year Freya has completed her HNC Professional 
Dance Performance with an A for the Graded Unit. For the assignment she 
created her group dance Six that you will watch in the show and performed a 
lyrical solo that she choreographed for herself.  
 

 
Ava Mullen 
Ava has recently completed her HNC Professional Dance Performance at school, achieving an A in her 
Graded Unit. She trains at Edinburgh Dance Academy in a range of dance styles and is part of the 
competition team. One of the highlights of her year was being part of the Edinburgh Dance Academy team 
that won the Can You Dance National finals in Liverpool. She has also competed in a number of 
competitions throughout the year and recently performed in her final show with EDA. 
 
Daisy Douglas 
Daisy is currently completing her HNC Professional Dance Performance and dances with Southside School 
of Dance and Borders Dance. She is currently working towards sitting her RAD Ballet exam and is hoping to 
become part of the competition team.  
 
Aoife O’Halloran  
Aofie has recently completed her HNC Professional Dance Performance. She has also been selected to 
represent Scotland at the Home Nations National competition for boxing. She is not performing in the 
show as she is competing at this event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



S4 2025-2026  
 

Olivia Somerville  
Olivia dances with Edinburgh Dance Academy and competes in a variety of 
competitions throughout the year.  Olivia is also a member of the Sean Taffe 
Associates Programme which further enhances her training.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mia Guldberg 
Mia dances at Edinburgh Dance Academy where she 
competes in solos and groups at several competitions. 
One of Mia’s highlights was attending the 2023 Dance 
World Cup in Portugal with her team.  Last summer 
Mia represented Team Scotland at the finals of Global 
Dance Open in Birmingham where she came away with 
bronze, silver and gold medals for her group 
performances.  Mia was also a part of EDA’s CYD dance 
that was crowned the Champion of Champions at the 
super convention in Liverpool last October. Mia has 
passed various ballet exams at EDA including RAD 
vocational exams up to Advanced Foundation and is 
currently awaiting results for her grade 6 exam, sat this May. 
 
Gracie Molloy 
Gracie has danced with Edinburgh Dance Academy since she was 2 years old, and enjoys studying lots of 
different dance styles. She is part of the competition team and competes regularly with them at 
competitions across Scotland and England. The next competition Gracie will be competing in is Can You 
Dance?.  She recently competed in the Star Power competition at the EICC where she performed a variety 
of styles such as contemporary, jazz and commercial. 
 
Olivia O’Sullivan  
Olivia dances with EDA and is currently working towards sitting her RAD Advanced Foundation Ballet exam. 
She is part of the competition team and enjoys competing across Scotland and England. Last year she was 
part of the team that won the CYD? Champion of Champions in Liverpool. This year her team have 
qualified to compete at this national final again in Liverpool and Olivia is looking forward to it. 
 
Amelie Dougan 
Amelie trains at Phelan School of Dance where she trains in various 
styles and competes as a part of their competition team, Amelie also 
trains at TS Training Academy monthly. Amelie represented team 
Scotland at the Dance World Cup in Burgos in 2025 where she 
qualified with solos, duets, trios and group dances. This year Amelie 
has also placed in championship finals. 
 



Ellie McCormack  
Ellie is training at @dance where she has sat many RAD and ISTD 
exams gaining distinctions. She successfully auditioned and 
gained places for TS training program, Sam Stanley creative 
associate and Cals Creative to further her training. Ellie has 
attended many competitions over the last year and has been 
awarded many places and most recently she got through to the 
top 100 of UK dancer of the year where she will further compete 
in the workshop rounds later this year. 
 

Lexi McWhinnie  
Lexi trains at Edinburgh Dance Academy and is part of the TS Training 
Academy where she attends additional classes monthly in Edinburgh. This 
year she will be representing Scotland at the Dance World Cup in Dublin 
where she will compete in solos and duets. She has just sat her RAD Grade 7 
Ballet exam and is awaiting the results.  
 

Emily Wyllie  
Emily dances with @Dance Scotland and is also a member of the Scottish 
Ballet senior associate programme where she travels weekly to Glasgow for 
further training in ballet. Emily has enjoyed competing and performing this 
year and is looking forward to seeing what next year has in store for her.  

 

Sky Flynn 
Sky has recently completed her Higher Dance exam at school and outwith 
school, studies dance at Edinburgh Dance Academy, where she is a member of 
the Senior Competition Team. She enjoys competing throughout the year and 
had the opportunity to perform at the Global Dance Open Finals in Birmingham 
last summer. Sky is looking forward to competing at the CYD Super Convention 
in October after her group dance secured first place at the regional qualifiers. 
Following the summer, she plans to continue her dance education by studying 
for an HNC in Dance. 
 
Amber Fong 

Amber currently trains at Phoenix Dance School and has been competing from a 
very young age. She has taken part in competitions across the UK and abroad, 
gaining valuable experience and achieving success at a high level. One of 
Amber’s proudest achievements is qualifying for one of the biggest dance 
competitions of the year every year since she started competing. She has also 
been awarded a costume sponsorship and has received several nominations for 
performance awards. Alongside her training at Phoenix Dance School, Amber 
also trains with @Dance Scotland, where she has the opportunity to learn a 
range of different dance styles and take part in exciting performance 
opportunities. One of her highlights this year was performing with her group at 
the Theatre Royal in Glasgow. Amber enjoys competing, performing and 
continuing to develop her skills as a dancer through the many opportunities 
available to her. 

 

 
 
 
 



Evie Clark 
Evie trains in a variety of dance styles at Dunedin Dance Academy, 
including ballet, tap, jazz, acro, lyrical and Highland. She also attends 
Fierce Theatre School, where she combines her dance training with 
singing and musical theatre. Recently, Evie has been part of the 
dance ensembles for productions including We Will Rock You and 
Frozen, and she also performed the lead role of Judy in 9 to 5. She 
looks forward to continuing her dance training and performing in 
future musical theatre productions. 
 

Lexi Ramsay  
Lexi Ramsey currently trains at @Dance Scotland where she has had so many 
amazing opportunities such as dancing at the Theatre Royal in Glasglow with her 
teammates and has had many amazing achievements such as getting a 
distinction in her Grade 6 modern exam.  
 
Ava Robinson  
Ava is currently studying dance here at Broughton High School and trains with 
Edinburgh Dance Academy. Ava is an exceptionally decorated dancer who 
became the Global Champion after winning Gold for her Show Dance Solo at the 
2025 Global Dance Open Finals in Birmingham, where she also earned multiple Senior Group and Ballet 
Trio medals, plus a Dancer of the Globe nomination. She subsequently won the 14–15-year-old Overall 
Champion title at the UK Dance Class Championships, secured multiple first-place wins at the Ultimate 
Victory Dance Competition, and was named Senior Champion of Champions at the 2025 CYD Super 
Convention in Liverpool, where she was also scouted for TS Training Academies. Building on her success, 
Ava successfully auditioned for the Josie Lee Bloom Elite Program in London, was selected for the CYD 
Dance Stars team, and won a Bronze medal at the 2026 Contemporary Ballet finals to earn a spot on the 
Advanced Associated Programme. Her competitive momentum continues as she qualified to represent 
Scotland at both the 2026 Dance World Cup Finals in Dublin and the 2026 Global Dance Open Finals in 
Spain this summer.  

 
Carla Dudley 
Carla dances at MDA and Millar’s Strictly Dance studios. In December she 
competed in the Scottish closed championships for Ballroom and Latin and 
won the under 21 Scottish Latin champion title and placed second for the 
ballroom section.  She achieved a mark of 100%, gaining distinction in her 
Ballroom and Latin gold star exam. 
 
Carla competes at stage competitions with MDA.  She won both her 
categories for her song and dance and her modern solo at her most recent 
competition.  She was also presented with Judges Choice for stand out 
dancer and performance.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ruby Anderson  
Ruby trains at Edinburgh Dance Academy. Her recent achievements include 
winning the Rising Star Award at the Scottish Dance Awards 2025, serving as 
Team Scotland Captain at the Dance World Cup 2024, and placing Top 4 in the 
world for Lyrical Dance. She has a record of having WLDF 9x World Champion 
and 8x Scottish Champion titles from claiming her 8th Scottish Champion win in 
the event last year. In 2026, Ruby won the CYD Regional Championships and is 
preparing to attend the Super Convention. She has also been accepted into 
Emily Charlton's Training Associates, Cals Creative, the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland Ballet Summer Programme, and the Yorkshire Ballet Seminars Summer 
Programme for a second year.  Ruby hopes to continue her training at a ballet 
school in the south of the UK before pursuing a professional dance career. 

 
S3 Dancers  
 
Chloe Smart 
Chloe trains at Centre Stage Performing Arts, where she studies a variety of styles including Ballet, Jazz, 
Tap, Commercial, and more. As a member of the competition team, she has enjoyed a successful year, 
achieving great results in her group performances as well as her duo and trio routines. Alongside her 
dancing, Chloe has loved taking part in several photoshoots throughout the year and is excited for the 
opportunities and experiences that lie ahead. 
 

Elle Young  
Elle has been dancing with Centre Stage Performing Arts since the age of three. This 
year, she enjoyed the incredible opportunity to travel to New York with Centre 
Stage, where she performed on a Broadway stage and took part in a flash mob in 
Times Square. 
 
Elle is proud to be representing Scotland once again at Dance World Cup and is 
looking forward to competing with both her solo and group dances. She continues 
to enjoy every opportunity to develop her skills and perform on exciting stages. 
 
Holly Jays 
Holly competes with Live It Dance Studios and trains in ballet at Lothian Dance 
Academy. Last year, she travelled to New York with her dance school, where she 
had the exciting opportunity to take classes at a number of renowned dance 
studios. 
 
This week, Holly is sitting both her RAD Intermediate and Grade 6 Ballet 
examinations, having worked incredibly hard in preparation. This summer, she is 
excited to represent Scotland at Dance World Cup in Dublin, performing as part of 
her group dances. 
 
 
 

Lilly Ammah  
Lilly dances at Douglas Dance Academy, where this year she achieved distinctions in both her BBO Grade 6 
Tap exam and Grade 7 Ballet exam. She has also performed on the Festival Theatre stage in BBEXP’s 
summer production of Footloose, as well as in The Spirit of Christmas at the Usher Hall. Lilly is now looking 
forward to appearing in BBEXP’s upcoming summer production of Little Shop of Horrors. 
 



Lily Nickson  
Lily trains and competes with Centre Stage Performing Arts. She has worked 
hard to develop her dance skills while progressing through assessments and 
examinations, achieving new milestones along the way. One of Lily’s most 
memorable experiences was performing on a Broadway stage during a trip to 
New York last summer. She also represented Scotland at Dance World Cup in 
Prague with her Acro solo and is excited to return this year to Dance World Cup 
in Dublin, where she will compete in a duet and several group dances. 
 
 
 

 
Millie Burns 
Millie has been dancing with Centre Stage Performing Arts since the age of four. 
Last year, she enjoyed an unforgettable trip to New York with Centre Stage, where 
she had the opportunity to perform on a Broadway stage and take part in a 
performance in Times Square. This summer, Millie is excited to represent Scotland 
at Dance World Cup in Dublin for the third time. She is looking forward to 
competing in her group dances and creating more special memories on the 
international stage. 

 
Poppy Kemp  
Poppy trains at Edinburgh Dance Academy and is a member of the competition 
team. Over the past year, she has enjoyed great success, including winning the Can 
You Dance? Finals with her team for the second consecutive year. This summer, 
Poppy is excited to take part in the Beyond Broadway Experience, performing in 
Little Shop of Horrors, and is looking forward to another memorable season of 
dancing and performing. 
 
 
 
 
Siena Gunn  

Siena dances with Douglas Dance Academy, as part of their competition 
team, competing in several genres with many successes. She also attends 
Simon Says Dance for commercial dance and attends 3 associate 
programmes out of her weekly classes: Cals Creative Collective, Prima 
Associates, and SDTA ballet scholars. Earlier this year she went to New 
York with Fierce Theatre Schools and took part in inspiring workshops 
learning dances from Broadway shows. She has completed her Grade 7 
BBO ballet exam and her Intermediate tap exam gaining a distinction plus 
in both. In the past year she has performed in the BBEXP’s Summer and 
Christmas shows and she will be doing the Beyond Broadway production 
of Little Shop of Horrors this summer and is really looking forward to that. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sophie McQuillan  
Sophie trains with Centre Stage Performing Arts and has enjoyed a successful and 
exciting year of dancing and competing. During the summer, she travelled to New 
York City with Centre Stage, where she had the incredible opportunity to take part 
in a flash mob in Times Square and perform on a Broadway stage. This year, Sophie 
also performed in two BBEX productions, Footloose and The Spirit of Christmas, and 
achieved a High Merit in her RAD Intermediate Foundation Ballet examination. 
Looking ahead, she is excited to represent Team Scotland at the Dance World Cup 
in Dublin, where she will compete in her solo, trio, and group dances. 
 
Rika Dawson  
Rika attends Edinburgh Dance Academy and travels over to Glasgow weekly for Scottish Ballet Mid 
Associates. She spends most of her dance classes doing ballet and practicing hard towards exams and 
assessments such as RAD exams and Scottish ballet assessments. These classes are challenging and 
difficult, but it is what made her improve a lot this year. One of the competitions she has attended and 
worked hard towards is YAGP Scotland at the start of the year, where she had several months to create 
two solos, and compete with dancers who are from all around the UK. She loved this experience and hopes 
to take part in more opportunities in the future. 
 
Alysia Pearson  
Alysia attends and competes with Centre Stage Performing Arts, where she takes 
part in competitions and shows. She works hard in all of her classes to develop 
new skills and improve her performance while working towards exams and 
assessments. One of her biggest achievements was performing with Dance the 
World Broadway in New York last year, where she had the opportunity to dance 
on a Broadway stage. Alysia performs both jazz and lyrical solos. This year, she is 
excited to be taking her jazz solo, alongside a trio and group dances, to the Dance 
World Cup in Dublin this June. She is excited to continue growing as a performer 
and hopes to take part in many more exciting opportunities and experiences in 
the future.  
 
Mischa Rose Hendry  

Mischa dances with Dunedin Dance Academy, Simon Says 
Dance and Fierce Theatre School, where she enjoys both 
dance and musical theatre opportunities. This past year has 
been a busy one. She performed with BBEXP in their Summer 
and Christmas shows and is looking forward to appearing in 
Little Shop of Horrors this summer. Another highlight was 
travelling to New York City with Fierce Theatre School to take 
part in workshops with Broadway performers. Mischa has 
also competed in a number of dance competitions 
throughout the year, enjoying a successful season with many 
first-place results. Alongside competing and performing, she 
recently passed her Intermediate and Grade 6 Tap exams and 
is currently working towards her RAD Intermediate Ballet 
exam and ISTD Advanced 1 Tap exam. 

 
Saorise O’Halloran  
Saorise trains at Centre Stage Performing Arts and studies lots of different dance styles and enjoys assisting 
and teaching the younger classes, she attend 1-1 sessions weekly to work on her technique. 
 
 



 
S2 Dancers  

Abbey Maxwell  
Abbey trains at Phelan School of Dance, where she studies a wide range of 
styles including Jazz, Lyrical, Tap, Acro, Commercial, Highland and Musical 
Theatre, alongside her training at the Broughton Specialist Dance Programme. 
She regularly competes in dance competitions and recently achieved fantastic 
success at the Dance World Cup, placing 5th in the world with her group dance 
and 7th in the world for her Tap duet. Abbey also recently won the title of 
Junior Pre-Champion in Tap, a huge achievement she is incredibly proud of. In 
addition to her regular training, Abbey also attends monthly classes with TS 
Training Academies and has been thoroughly enjoying the experience and 
opportunities it brings. She has recently performed in her dance school annual 
dance show, where she was very excited to perform her Tap solo on stage. 
 

Lexi Chisholm  
Lexie currently trains at Edinburgh Dance Academy and is also part of 
the Broughton Specialist Dance Programme at school. She began 
dancing at just two years old and has since developed a real passion for 
performing and competing. Over the years, Lexie has competed at 
prestigious events including the Dance World Cup and the Global Dance 
Competition Finals and this year she has continued to compete across 
Scotland and England. She has successfully completed her RAD Grade 5 
and Intermediate Foundation examinations. Lexie has also performed in 
seven Edinburgh Dance Academy shows at the ICC and loves every 
opportunity to perform on stage. Alongside her regular training, she is 
proud to be part of TS Training Academies, Cal’s Creative Collective and 

Sean Taffe workshops, all of which continue to develop her versatility and performance skills. She is excited 
to continue growing as a dancer and performer and hopes you enjoy the show. 
 

Bella Panton  
Bella’s 13 and is currently studying dance at Broughton 
High School and trains with Dunedin Dance Academy. 
This year she successfully auditioned for the Royal Ballet 
School’s Mid Associates Programme in Edinburgh and 
has retained her place on the programme since 2024. 
Bella has achieved High Distinction in all of her RAD 
Ballet examinations from Primary to Grade 5, as well as 
Intermediate Foundation, and is due to sit her 
Intermediate exam this summer. Bella’s greatest 
achievement to date was representing Scotland at 

Dance World Cup, where she won four medals, two Gold, one Silver, and one Bronze, and was crowned 
World Champion in her Highland Solo. In 2026, she will return to represent Scotland at Dance World Cup in 
Dublin, having qualified in three solos, three duets, and seven group dances. 
 
Grace Pattie  
Grace is 14 years old and trains at Louise Collie Dance Company, where she is a member of the competition 
team. She studies a range of styles including Ballet, Contemporary, Jazz and Commercial, and is currently 
preparing for her Grade 5 Ballet examination. This year, Grace has loved competing and performing with 
different companies and has already enjoyed great success, recently winning two Overall Dancer of the 
Day awards. In January, she joined the TS Training Academies in Edinburgh, further developing her training 
and performance experience. Grace also joined Broughton Specialist Dance in November, where she 



studies dance as part of her school timetable. She is thoroughly enjoying the opportunities and 
experiences that come with her training and is excited to continue growing as a dancer and performer. 
 

Iris Oruh  
Iris is 13 years old and currently studies at Broughton High School, 
where she successfully auditioned for the Specialist Dance 
Programme. She trains at Edinburgh Dance Academy up to 12 times a 
week after school and, despite only beginning her dance training at 
the age of 11, has already achieved so much in a short space of time. 
As a member of the EDA Competition Team, Iris has enjoyed many 
exciting opportunities and experiences. She recently completed her 
RAD Grade 4 Ballet examination and is eagerly awaiting her results, 
having previously achieved a distinction in her Grade 3 Ballet exam 
last year. One of Iris’s favourite competition experiences was 
competing at CYD? in Glasgow, where her team were named runners-
up in the Junior section, qualifying them for the National Finals in 
October. She is incredibly excited for the opportunity to compete 
again and hopes to achieve the National title with her team. Iris 

particularly loves Ballet and Contemporary dance and hopes to pursue one of these styles professionally in 
the future. Although she started dancing later than many others, she is extremely proud of everything she 
has achieved so far and how far she has come in such a short time. 
 
Kira Sussex 

Kira trains at Centre Stage Performing Arts, where she is a member of the 
Company Inters Team and has been dancing for the past three and a half years. 
During this time, she has had many exciting opportunities and experiences through 
dance. Last year, Kira had the incredible opportunity to dance on Broadway and 
perform in a flash mob in Times Square during a trip to New York. While there, she 
also took part in workshops led by one of Taylor Swift’s backing dancers and the 
dance captain of Hamilton. Alongside her stage dance training, Kira also competes 
with Natalie McLauchlan Highland School of Dance and currently dances at 
Intermediate level. She recently won her section at the SDTA Highland 
Choreography Competition and has once again been invited to attend the SDTA 
Scholarship Day for the second consecutive year.  
 

As well as her love of dance, Kira is passionate about musical theatre and performing, having appeared in 
an impressive 16 shows over the past four years. Some of her favourite productions include Nativity! with 
Playhouse Theatre Company in December 2025 and High School Musical with Dalgety Players in September 
2025. Kira is also proud to be an ambassador for Eilidh’s Photography and has loved taking part in creative 
photoshoots throughout the year. She has thoroughly enjoyed the past two years as part of the Broughton 
Specialist Dance Programme and hopes you enjoy the show. 
 



Mia Stewart  
Mia trains with @dance Scotland outside of school and has enjoyed a busy 
and successful year filled with competitions, performances and new 
experiences. Throughout the year, she has taken part in many competitions 
and dance shows, all of which she has thoroughly enjoyed. One of her 
biggest achievements this year was winning 1st place in Jazz, along with a 
special Judges’ Ray of Sunshine award. One of Mia’s most recent 
performances was at Go Dance, where she performed as part of the 
@dance Scotland Performance Group. The group presented a nine-minute 
Jazz threefold piece featuring three different dance sections. Mia loved 
being part of the performance and was incredibly proud of the final result. 
 

Mia has recently completed her Grade 4 Ballet examination and is preparing to sit her Grade 4 Modern 
exam with @dance Scotland. She has really enjoyed working towards her exams and is excited to continue 
progressing through the grades. She also recently attended CYD? where she took part in six workshops and 
competed in the competition section. Although her group did not place, Mia had an amazing experience 
and is already looking forward to returning next year. Mia absolutely loves being part of Broughton 
Specialist Dance and enjoys every dance lesson and opportunity it brings. She looks forward to continuing 
her training and making even more memories through dance in the future. 
 
Olivia Paterson  
Olivia trains at Centre Stage Performing Arts, where she studies a wide range of dance styles including 
Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Lyrical, Commercial and Acro. She is also a member of the competition team and enjoys 
every opportunity to perform and compete on stage. Olivia is currently working hard in preparation for her 
RAD Intermediate Foundation Ballet examination and continues to develop her technique and 
performance skills through her training. Alongside her love of dance, Olivia is also passionate about musical 
theatre and performs with Captivate Theatre. She has had the exciting opportunity to play the title roles in 
both Annie and Matilda, experiences she thoroughly enjoyed. 
 
Poppy Murray  

Poppy trains with Dance Pointe Academy and has recently performed in two 
productions at the Alhambra Theatre. She has also enjoyed performing in BBEXP 
productions, appearing in Footloose last summer and The Spirit of Christmas in 
the winter. This summer, she is excited to be part of the cast of Little Shop of 
Horrors with Beyond Broadway Experience. 
 
Alongside her own training and performances, Poppy is also an assistant for Amy 
Wharton Choreography, supporting workshops across Scotland and gaining 
valuable teaching and performance experience. Poppy has recently completed 
her NPA Level 5 qualification and is looking forward to continuing to grow as 
both a dancer and performer. 
 



Sadie McKenzie  
Sadie trains at The McKechnie School of Dance and Performing Arts, 
where she studies a variety of dance styles including Ballet, Lyrical, Jazz, 
Tap and Musical Theatre. This year, she has thoroughly enjoyed 
competing in dance festivals and has achieved success across many 
categories including winning the Junior TDCI Modern Championship at 
the Kingdom of the Loch Stage Dance Festival, which has now qualified 
her to compete in Blackpool at the prestigious Champion of Champions 
competition. Last year, while representing Scotland and competing with 
Edinburgh Dance Academy, Sadie achieved outstanding results at the 
World Championships, becoming the Children’s Lyrical World Champion 
and receiving a bronze medal for her Children’s Jazz Solo.  
 
Alongside her stage dance training, Sadie also dances with the Debra 
Ann School of Dance, where she studies Highland Dancing. In August 
last year, she achieved 2nd Overall at the Scottish National 
Championships at Cowal, and this year she has already won two 
Highland Championship titles, including becoming the European 
Champion for her age group. Sadie also qualified to represent the 

Lothians at the Area Finals in Oban, where she helped the team become Runners-Up. Sadie loves every 
opportunity to perform and compete and is excited to continue developing her skills and achievements in 
both dance disciplines. 
 

Sam Payne  
Sam trains at Centre Stage Performing Arts and will proudly represent 
Scotland as Dance Captain at the Dance World Cup, where he will also 
perform five solo routines. Despite only beginning dance three years ago, 
Sam has already achieved an incredible amount and continues to go from 
strength to strength. Alongside competitions, Sam has developed a real 
passion for musical theatre and performance. He has appeared in 
productions of Bring It On, Cats and Footloose, and this summer he is 
excited to perform in Little Shop of Horrors with Beyond Broadway 
Experience. Last October, Sam travelled to London to take part in a Billy 
Elliot Boys Day with the Phoenix Boys, an experience he thoroughly 
enjoyed. During a trip to New York with his dance school last year, he had 
the exciting opportunity to perform a routine on a Broadway stage, as well 
as take part in workshops led by industry professionals, including one of 
Taylor Swift’s backing dancers and the dance captain from Broadway’s 

Hamilton. Sam’s dedication, talent and enthusiasm for performing have already opened many exciting 
doors, and he is looking forward to everything still to come in his dance journey. 
 



Miia Nuttall  
Miia trains with Edinburgh Dance Academy, where she is part of both the 
Associates and Competition Team. She enjoys exploring a variety of dance 
styles, particularly jazz, contemporary, and ballet, while also furthering her 
training with TS Training Academies. This year, Miia successfully completed 
her RAD Grade 5 and Intermediate Foundation Ballet exams, continuing to 
develop her technical skills and artistry. 
 
Alongside her passion for dance, Miia has a love for musical theatre and has 
performed in numerous productions. Her credits include Chicago and Matilda, 
where she took on the leading roles in Captivate Theatre’s Edinburgh Fringe 
production. Miia thrives on every opportunity to perform and enjoys 
combining her love of dance, acting, and storytelling on stage. 
 

 
Emma Watson   
Emma trains at KS Dance Academy and recently achieved a High Distinction in 
her RAD Grade 7 Ballet examination. She is currently working towards both 
her Advanced Foundation and Grade 8 Ballet exams, continuing to develop her 
technique and artistry. Emma is preparing to represent Scotland at the Dance 
World Cup this year in Dublin, where she will compete in 10 dances.  
 

Over the past year alone, she has competed in 12 dances across a range of 
styles. Emma enjoyed great success at the Follow Your Dreams National 
Competition, where she achieved first place in all four of her solo 
performances. She then went on to compete at the Follow Your Dreams Finals 
in Blackpool, earning placings in almost all of her dances. Having recently 
moved up to the Senior age category and Open E section, Emma has continued 
to excel, already achieving her first Overall Section title in Open E, along with 
an Adjudicator’s Choice Award. With her determination and passion for dance, 
Emma continues to go from strength to strength both in competition and in 
her training. 

 
Olivia McLeod  
Olivia has been training with Edinburgh Dance Academy since the age of two and 
enjoys studying a wide variety of dance styles. She regularly competes at 
competitions across Scotland and England, gaining valuable experience and 
developing her performance skills. Throughout her time at Edinburgh Dance 
Academy, Olivia has performed in six shows at the EICC, showcasing her passion 
for dance and love of performing on stage. She has also completed both graded 
and vocational dance examinations, continuing to strengthen her technique and 
artistry. In 2023, Olivia had the exciting opportunity to represent Scotland at the 
Dance World Cup, and in 2025 she travelled to Birmingham to compete in the 
national finals of CYD? Where her dance school won the overall award for both 
juniors and seniors. Olivia continues to work hard in her training and enjoys every 
opportunity to learn and perform. 

 



Georgia Martindale  
Georgia has been training at Centre Stage Performing Arts since February 
and is a member of the competition team. She studies a wide range of 
styles including ballet, acro, technique, jazz, tap, commercial and lyrical. 
Last Christmas, Georgia performed in BBEXP's Spirit of Christmas 
production and is looking forward to appearing in Little Shop of Horrors this 
summer. Prior to joining Centre Stage, she competed regularly with her 
previous dance school, achieving several top three placings at competitions. 
She has also taken part in workshops at Can You Dance and recently 
travelled to London, where she had the opportunity to dance at Pineapple 
Dance Studios. Alongside her regular training, Georgia has attended 
workshops with STRIKE, Sarah Kerr and Olivia O'Brien, gaining experience 
from a variety of industry professionals. 
 
S1 Dancers  

Aida Clarke 
Aida trains at Centre Stage Performing Arts and is currently studying at 
Broughton Specialist Dance. She trains in a wide variety of styles, 
including Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Lyrical, Commercial and Acro. She is currently 
working hard in preparation for the Dance World Cup (DWC) in Dublin 
2026, where she will perform in three large group dances. Aida has also 
qualified her Jazz solo for the Follow Your Dreams Nationals in Blackpool 
2026 and recently achieved 1st place for her Jazz solo at the BATD 
Helensburgh Festival. 
 
Alongside her regular training, Aida is a member of the TS Training 
Academies Monthly Associates programme. Over the years, she has 
completed numerous dance examinations, achieving many distinctions. 
She is now looking forward to the exciting opportunity of competing at 
the Dance World Cup this summer. 

 
Amarra Seaton  
Amarra trains at Phelan School of Dance, studying a wide range of styles 
including Modern, Tap, Ballet, Pointe, Highland, Commercial, Acro, 
Musical Theatre, Lyrical, and Contemporary. Having started dancing at 
just two years old, she has developed into a versatile and dedicated 
performer. Over the past year, Amarra has achieved great success, 
earning places with TS Training Academies and Broughton Specialist 
Dance. She has won multiple Championship titles across several styles, 
including Ballet and Song & Dance, and qualified to compete at the 
prestigious TDCI Champion of Champions in Blackpool. In 2025, Amarra 
proudly represented Scotland at the Dance World Cup 2025, performing 
in 17 dances and achieving several Top 10 World rankings, including 5th 
place in a Children's Large Group and 7th place in the world for 
Children's Solo Song and Dance. Alongside her competition success, 
Amarra has completed numerous dance exams across a variety of styles 
and recently appeared as an extra in the award-winning film I Swear, 
continuing to expand her experience as a young performer. 

 



Ava Clark 
Ava trains in a wide range of dance styles at Dunedin Dance Academy, 
including Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Acro, Lyrical and Highland, while also studying 
Commercial Dance at Simon Says Dance Commercial Academy. She has been 
dancing for 11 years and competing in Highland dancing since the age of 
three. Alongside her passion for dance, Ava also loves Musical Theatre and has 
performed a variety of leading roles, including Annie in Annie the Musical. This 
summer, she is excited to take on the role of Young Elsa in Frozen the Musical 
as part of the Edinburgh Fringe. For the past four years, Ava has performed in 
BBEXP’s summer productions and is looking forward to appearing in this 
summer’s production of Little Shop of Horrors. Ava has competed extensively 
throughout the UK and was proud to have the opportunity to represent 
Scotland at the Dance World Cup. She also works towards and completed 
exams in multiple styles with RAD, ISTD and SOHDA. 

 
Eilidh Moyles  
Eilidh trains at The Company School of Dance, where she studies and competes 
in a variety of styles including Street, Commercial and Lyrical, while also training 
in Ballet. She has been dancing at The Company since 2021 and has loved every 
moment of it. Dance is a huge part of Eilidh’s life; whether she is at home, in 
the street or out shopping, she is always dancing and never seems to run out of 
energy. 
 
In June 2025, Eilidh had the exciting opportunity to compete at the UDO 
European Championships in Belgium, an achievement she worked incredibly 

hard to earn. In the lead-up to the competition, Eilidh and her cousin completed a triathlon fundraiser to 
help support the trip, swimming, cycling and running alongside other family members who joined in to 
help. Supported by family and friends and wearing specially made T-shirts with the slogan “Swim, Bike, Run 
to Get Me to Belgium”, it became a memorable and rewarding experience. 
 
Earlier that year, Eilidh also successfully auditioned for Broughton Specialist Dance. Although she joined 
not knowing anyone, she has since made many close friends and embraced the challenge of balancing her 
additional training alongside school and competitions. Her dance teachers at The Company were thrilled 
for her and proud of her achievement. In August 2025, Eilidh travelled to Blackpool to compete at the UDO 
World Championships, an experience she thoroughly enjoyed, especially supporting and cheering on fellow 
dancers. More recently, at the British Dance Festival in March, Eilidh achieved fantastic results, placing 1st, 
2nd, two 3rd places, 4th, and two 5th places. Eilidh is now looking forward to an exciting summer ahead, 
with upcoming competitions, The Company School of Dance show, and her very first performance in the 
Broughton Specialist Dance show. 
 

Erin Ahn  
Erin trains with Morningside Dance Academy and is currently in her fourth 
year with Scottish Ballet Associates, travelling weekly to the company studios 
in Glasgow for training. More recently, she successfully auditioned for the 
Royal Ballet Mid Associates programme, which takes place at Dance Base in 
Edinburgh each Sunday.  
 
This year, Erin began competing with her dance school in both solo and group 
dance competitions and has already enjoyed considerable success. At her first 
solo competition in Helensburgh, she achieved 2nd place in ballet, 1st place in 
character, and 4th place in modern. She has thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience and is looking forward to gaining even more stage experience 



through competitions next year. She is currently preparing for her Grade 6 Ballet exam, having previously 
passed her Intermediate Ballet exam with distinction. Last December, Erin performed the role of the 
Nutcracker Princess in three performances of her dance school’s production of The Nutcracker. 
 

Eva Walker  
Eva trains at Centre Stage Performing Arts, where she joined at the age of eight 
after previously attending another dance school. Since joining Centre Stage, Eva 
has been given many exciting opportunities and has continued to grow in 
confidence and ability as a performer. One of her highlights was competing at the 
Dance World Cup 2024, where her Acro group dance achieved an impressive 6th 
place. Eva is thrilled to be returning to the Dance World Cup in 2026 and is looking 
forward to performing again and hopefully achieving more fantastic results. 
Through her training at Centre Stage, Eva has also gained places with TS Training 
Academies and Cal’s Creative Collective, performing earlier this year with the 

collective at Can You Dance? Alongside her love of dance, Eva also enjoys musical theatre and performing 
on stage. In December, she was delighted to play the role of Marta in The Sound of Music with Kelty 
Musical Association. Eva is excited to continue developing her performance skills and is looking forward to 
all the opportunities the future may bring. 
 

Railay Ross 
Railay trains with Velsco Walker School of Dance, where she studies Lyrical, Jazz 
and Ballet. She has been dancing since the age of two and also trains in 
Rhythmic Gymnastics, which has greatly supported her flexibility, strength and 
performance skills. Railay has qualified for the Dance World Cup 2026, where 
she will perform in group dances alongside her friends from her dance school. 
She recently achieved distinctions in her RAD Ballet examinations and has also 
enjoyed success on the competition stage. At the Carly Dance Theatre 
Competition in Jarrow, Railay won both of her solo performances and achieved 
the highest-scoring novice performance award for her Lyrical solo. Alongside her 
solo achievements, she has loved competing in group dances with her friends, 
where they have also enjoyed lots of success together. 

 
In Rhythmic Gymnastics, Railay has had some incredible opportunities this year, travelling across the 
country to perform with her team. She proudly represented Scotland at the Home Nations Competition, 
where she performed two clean routines, before performing with her display group at the British 
Gymnastics Championships at the M&S Bank Arena in Liverpool. This was a fantastic experience for Railay, 
and she especially enjoyed meeting some of the British gymnasts who competed at the Olympics. 
 

Orla Jeromson  
Orla has been dancing with Phelan School of Dance since the age of two. She 
trains in tap, modern, ballet, commercial, strength and conditioning, musical 
theatre, Highland, and acro. She was a member of Broughton Young Performers 
in Primary 6 and 7 and successfully auditioned for the S1 Specialist Dance 
programme, a dream come true! Orla competes in modern, tap, and ballet. 
Recently, she achieved Pre-Championship Runner-Up with her tap solo at only 
her second competition at this level and reached the semi-final with her 
modern solo. 
 
She has also performed in Stage Door Productions' Christmas pantomimes for 
the past two years. In 2025, Orla represented Scotland at the Dance World Cup, 

where her group tap dance placed an impressive 5th in the world, while her other dances all achieved top 



12 placings. Orla is happiest when she is dancing. She loves sharing her passion with her dance family and 
spending as much time as possible doing what she loves with the people she loves. 
 
Mia O’Donnell  

Mia began her dance journey at KS Dance at the age of two, training in ballet, 
tap, and modern before moving to Robertson Dance Academy when she was 
four years old. During her time at RDA, Mia has achieved great success both in 
exams and competitions. She has represented Scotland at the Dance World 
Cup, completed numerous RAD Ballet and IDTA Tap and Modern 
examinations, consistently achieving High Distinctions and even full marks in 
some of her exams. Mia has also enjoyed a variety of exciting performance 
opportunities, including two performances at Disneyland Paris and five 
productions with the Beyond Broadway Experience. This year, she was 
delighted to be offered a place at CALS Creative, where she will further her 
training through monthly sessions in Edinburgh. Alongside her stage work, Mia 
has competed successfully in Highland dancing, winning numerous medals and 

trophies. Her technique, artistry, and performance skills continue to develop, and she hopes to one day 
perform on stage in London's West End. 
 

Ella Campbell  
Ella dances with Velasco Walker School of Dance and has recently completed her 
IDTA Grade 5 Ballet exam, achieving High Distinction. She has successfully qualified 
to represent Scotland at the Dance World Cup in Dublin with two solo routines in 
Contemporary and Song & Dance, as well as a duet, trio, and quartet. Ella also 
successfully auditioned for a place the dance associate programme which helps to 
further enhance her training, further developing her skills and passion for 
performance. Most recently, she competed at Move It Shake It, performing six solo 
routines and achieving first-place in every category. 
 
 

Myla McWhinnie  
Myla dances at Edinburgh Dance Academy, she enjoys doing different 
styles of dance. Myla also travels weekly to Glasgow for Scottish Ballet Mid-
Associates and is part of TS Training Academies where she does additional 
classes monthly in contemporary and jazz. Myla has recently sat her RAD 
Ballet exam and is awaiting the results. This summer she will represent 
Scotland at the Dance World Cup in Dublin with solos and duets.  
 

Ellie Finlayson  
Ellie trains at Southside Dance Company, where dance has become a huge part of her life. Through dance, 
she has grown in confidence, creativity and determination, while developing her skills as a performer. 
One of Ellie's proudest achievements has been being selected for GDO, where she has had the opportunity 
to improve her technique and perform alongside other talented dancers. She also enjoyed the opportunity 
to travel to Spain, gaining new experiences and inspiration that have helped shape her development as a 
dancer. Another highlight has been being accepted into Cal's Creative Dance Programme, where she has 
continued to explore her passion for dance and develop her performance skills. Ellie enjoys being part of 
the dance programme at Broughton High School, where she hopes to continue improving, learn new styles 
and work towards her future goals in dance. She is very grateful for the opportunities dance has given her 
and is delighted to be part of today's event. 
   

 


